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RECENT POSITIVE

 Jackson County
 Notification Process

 Targeted Surveillance

Presenter
Presentation Notes
4.5 year old doe taken in Summit Twp as part of the Wildlife Services sharpshooting effort within 2 miles of the Spring Arbor positive deer. 
This was one of 5 removed from that property on February 26th. 
CWD was not detected in the other 4. 
Since January WS has removed 46 deer in Summit Twp.

And as a reminder, this is a perfect example of the appropriate use of WS to remove positives in that very localized area.  This particular deer was removed in response to the detection of another positive ~1.5 miles away—on a property that does not receive high hunting pressure…




APR EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN

Objective:
 To evaluate if APRs within 5 county CWD Core 
impacts deer abundance and sex/age composition 

Project Deliverables:
 Can provide estimates on abundance, sex/age 
ratio changes, deer harvest, hunter numbers, and 
hunter perceptions relating to APRs
 Cannot provide estimates on prevalence and 
spread of CWD
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Presentation Notes
Revisit task and objective of the study



EXPERIMENT UPDATE

Hiring process has begun for technicians
 Job posted and applications being received
 Interviews will take place week of March 18

 Bid for cameras being prepared

 Soon will begin contacting landowners to 
gain permission to place cameras

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Update the NRC on tasks completed or are upcoming



CWD CORE APR SURVEY

 Delivery beginning this week

 Total of 4,000 surveys being delivered
 Double a typical survey
 Allows for smaller margins of error between treatment 
and control areas
 Allows for greater opportunity to observe differences 
between areas
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Presentation Notes
Discuss APR survey that is going on

IF THE NRC DOES NOT APPROVE APRS - The current thought process is to test out the logistics of the experimental design, including evaluating habitats where cameras can be placed, as well as proper camera spacing on the landscape.  It was referred to as an “academic exercise”, but if the project is postponed, the information collected and the staff could still be put to use to test and refine the protocol. 



COMMUNICATIONS UPDATE

 Nature Summit

 Stakeholder meetings

 Response to recent media stories
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Nature Summit
DNR organized and held a “Nature Center Summit” Friday, February 15 at the RAM Center.
 
The goals of the summit were three: 1. Share highest-priority DNR conservation messages with a new, presumably less hook and bullet-oriented audience 2. Position the DNR as subject matter experts with the nature centers, zoos and similar organizations around the state 3. Initiate a stronger working relationship between the DNR and the almost 90 nature centers, zoos and similar organizations that together contribute to teach conservation lessons to hundreds of thousands of Michigan residents.
 
Our subjects included: 
chronic wasting disease and other wildlife disease issues (Dr. Kelly Straka and Chad Stewart)
white-nose syndrome and its impact on bats (Bill Scullon)
invasive carp and other important aquatic invasive species (Dr. Seth Herbst)
forest health issues (Simeon Wright)
Michigan fisheries update with a focus on Great Lakes, sturgeon reintroduction and the grayling project (Randy Claramunt)
an evening presentation on bear, wolves and cougars in Michigan (Kristi Sitar)
 
We ended up with 90 participants attending through the day and 58 that stayed for the evening presentation. 47 evaluation responses were overwhelmingly positive with the average speaker rating through the day at 3.7 (1=poor to 4=excellent). The event itself was rated a 3.8 and virtually everyone that completed an evaluation indicated they would attend another Nature Center Summit if we were to host one. 
 
We clearly shared our highest priority messages and positioned the DNR as subject matter experts in natural resource management. In addition to the high speaker rating, a majority of the participants that completed evaluations made comments about knowledgeable and passionate speakers that brought to them valuable information. One participant wrote “The knowledge about these topics from the presenters was overwhelming.” I was amazed as I scanned the rooms during these presentations at how many participants were taking copious notes – the science will clearly be shared.
 
-----
Part of our engagement plan is stakeholder meetings—scheduled in the UP for late March and then on request around the state.

Example:
Gratiot County
DNR staff responded to a request in February from the school district and landowners in Gratiot County—Ionia area-- to participate in an informational meeting about CWD, sharpshooting and DNR’s goals. 
The background is that we had gotten permission to remove deer from a local Nature Area operated by the school district (it’s about ¼ mile from the positive deer).  Some local residents heard through the grapevine and started contacting the Nature Area director and the school district with emails and phone calls. There was an article that I believe went out in the local paper with a lot of misinformation about the agreement and what it was we were trying to accomplish.  
The intent of the meeting was for the school district to invite landowners/hunters with property immediately adjacent to the Nature Area to talk about their concerns.  Most of the concerns they were getting was the fact the Nature Area was allowing this to happen.  
 
We ended up with about 50 people in attendance. There were several attendees who were sensitive about the topic which created a some tension in the room.  Chad Stewart did the usual presentation laying out our framework for our decisions and why our actions are warranted.  After his talk, staff held and facilitated Q & A.  We had people write their questions on notecards to keep some order to the process.  

Main areas of concern:
People were upset that we didn’t contact all the landowners near there to discuss our sharpshooting goals—thought the DNR was being “sneaky”.  Some didn’t understand why a few landowners were contacted but not all of them were.  I think a lot of the angst was the result of the school district allowing access and people feel like they should have had a say in the matter since it’s public property.
There were several questions about the use of bait for this practice.  Many find this practice counter-intuitive since it is now outlawed, despite repeated explanations from us on why we think it’s appropriate for this practice on this scale.
There was also the usual concern that we were going to wipe of the local deer herd and ruin hunting.
 
People were clearly upset about what was going on, but I think they at least got better explanations of our intent.  Many that came up to talk afterwards clearly didn’t agree with what we were doing, but at least had a better understanding of it.   
 
------
Talking Points Regarding Spiroplasma and CWD
(following the Unified Sportsmen of Pennsylvania Announcement on 2/4/2019)
 
A press conference about Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) was held on February 4, 2019 at the PA State Capitol Building rotunda in Harrisburg, PA by The Unified Sportsmen of Pennsylvania (http://www.unifiedsportsmenpa.org/). Full and abbreviated versions of the press conference have been circulating through social media channels, and several of our staff have been contacted for comment.
 
The following are talking points for staff on this emerging issue:
 
The Unified Sportsmen of Pennsylvania (USP), a group that is not associated with the Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC), held the conference on the steps of the capitol.  The USP is promoting the work of Dr. Frank Bastian, a medical doctor (MD) and professor at Louisiana State University, that has spent the last several decades researching a genus of bacteria known as Spiroplasma.  Dr. Bastian believes this bacterium is the cause of not only CWD but of other similar neurological diseases such as scrapie in sheep, bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE or mad cow disease) in cattle, and Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease (CJD) in humans. He also believes that it may be the cause of a subset of conditions currently diagnosed as Alzheimer’s disease.  
The Pennsylvania Game Commission and PA Department of Agriculture issued a joint press release on February 4, 2019 in response to the USP’s press conference stating that “…decades of research have provided abundant evidence that prions, or misfolded proteins, are the infectious agent of CWD, and this hypothesis is accepted by state agriculture and wildlife agencies across the U.S.” (https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/Game-Commission-Details.aspx?newsid=283) 
The Michigan DNR recognizes the following consensus of the scientific community: Prions are the causative agent of CWD.
Research has supported the existence and role of prions as the primary cause of transmissible spongiform encephalopathies (TSEs), including CWD, for over 40 years.  The original researcher who discovered prions as a class of infectious self-reproducing pathogens primarily or solely composed of protein won the Nobel prize for medicine in 1997.
Other researchers have been unable to replicate Dr. Bastian’s findings.  In 2012, Dr. Claudio Soto published the following statement in the journal Prion,  “Based on the available data, the idea that prions consist of viruses or any other type of conventional micro-organism is simply untenable.” 
The Michigan DNR recognizes that the investigation of alternative hypotheses is an important exercise in the scientific process.  However, there is currently not enough evidence to support the theory that Spiroplasma bacteria are the causative agent of CWD.  
The Michigan DNR will remain actively engaged with ongoing research, and will report important findings as they arise. The DNR is also committed to adjusting management strategies to sound research findings when appropriate.
For more information, including specific research undertaken in regards to the Spiroplasma theory, please see the following link: https://nationaldeeralliance.com/editorial/nda-urges-caution-when-considering-cwd-research-claims?fbclid=IwAR2ECbZblswCVIxkkmOF_BngCddvnfDr8m6x6q5wVskZgi8VuA05u2Qs-HM
 
 
Dr. Osterholm interview:
messaging coming out of the Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy at the University of Minnesota.  Dr. Michael Osterholm is a well-credentialed epidemiologist, professor and director of the Center.  He warns that CWD is a legitimate, potentially fatal public health threat.  
Dr. Osterholm has shared his professional opinions in a number of media outlets.  The DNR’s Wildlife Division has always supported the recommendations of public health officials, namely the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  Statements such as “Do not consume meat from a known CWD-positive deer,”  “Do not shoot, handle or eat meat from deer and elk that look sick or are acting strangely or are found dead,” and “Wear latex or rubber gloves when dressing the animal or handling the meat” are all statements that can be found on the CDC’s CWD website as of February 2019.
Although there are no known cases of CWD in humans, the risk of such an event happening in the future is unknown.  For this reason, the DNR supports the perspective of public health officials in practicing the precautions above.




MSU RESEARCH PARTNERSHIP

 $4.7 million competitive grant program

 Funding for immediate needs
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DNR and MSU have partnered to advance research, education and technical assistance on wildlife disease.
Have developed a competitive grants program, to be implemented through MSU:
Up to $2 million for applied research to develop science based management plans, study transmission, spread and prevention in cervids and asses impact of CWD on population growth
Up to $1.5 million on basic research to study prion behavior and persistence in the environment, develop a field test for detection and look at genetics of the prion.
Up to $700K  to increase education and outreach, assess the farmed cervidae program and look at biosecurity and CWD risk factors
Up to $500 K for multi state collaborations--states working together to share research, seek additional funding, share management practices and other innovative approaches
 
Also includes some funding to address some immediate needs:
CWD surveillance:  This would provide additional funding to CWD surveillance costs incurred by WLD division and the Department.

Human Dimensions:  WLD Division has completed a survey of resident attitudes on CWD regulations.  There will likely be additional studies of resident attitudes.

Deer Movement studies: WLD division has developed a study to examine the impact of APRs on deer population dynamics.   WLD division, working with MSU researchers, have ongoing studies and are discussing additional needs.

RT QuiC:  Straka working with Dr. Sei Sreevatsan, College of Vet Medicine, on a potential rapid test for CWD.    There are other basic needs that could/should be funded.  We should reserve the full amount until more work is done on a proposal and budget for the RT QuiC.  

Communication:  Hire Limited Term Employee in Extension to work with local landowners and hunters to better understand CWD, management efforts and how they can help.  Some money for material costs (brochures and videos).  Need for working with communication professionals in other fields that are challenged with communicating the risk of an emerging issue to the public (example health field, technology field, etc.) 
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