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	Michigan Department of Natural Resources – Forest Resources Division

FOREST STEWARDSHIP – ASSESSMENT
This OPTIONAL form may be used by a landowner to evaluate their property and goals.
The Forest Stewardship Program is a partnership between the United States Forest Service, the DNR, and private sector foresters to provide professional planning and technical assistance to private forest landowners who own and steward 9 million acres of Michigan’s 20 million acres of forest land.
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	LANDOWNER INFORMATION

	Landowner
	Telephone


	Street Address

	City, State, ZIP

	Email


	Have you ever worked with a forester, wildlife biologist, or other land manager?         |_| Yes          |_| No
	If so, who?


	Ownership: (Individual, family, organization, company, LLC)

	How long have you owned this land?
	Do you currently have a forest management plan?
  |_| Yes          |_| No

	PARCEL LOCATION

	Legal Description


	County Name

	Township Name  
	Section Number
 

	Town

	Range


	Total Parcel Acres
	Acres in Forest Stewardship Plan


	RELATED FORESTRY PROGRAMS

	[bookmark: Check1]Is this Parcel Enrolled in:   Commercial Forest Program     |_| Yes	|_| No         Tree Farm System        |_| Yes     |_| No  
                                           Qualified Forest Program          |_| Yes	|_| No          NRCS Program            |_| Yes     |_| No

	Comments

	FOREST MANAGEMENT GOALS

	Brief statement of your overall goals and objectives for this land


	Rate the following resources according to your values and priorities (1 being high priority, 3 being medium priority, 5 being low priority):

	
	     
	Soil and Water 
	
	     
	Forest Health

	
	     
	Biological Diversity
	
	     
	Archeological, Cultural, or Historic Sites

	
	     
	Aesthetic Quality
	
	     
	Wetlands

	
	     
	Recreation  
	
	     
	Fire

	
	     
	Timber 
	
	     
	Carbon Cycle

	
	     
	Fish and Wildlife Habitat
	
	     
	Agroforestry or Range

	
	     
	Threatened or Endangered Species
	
	     
	Other:  

	Are you currently investing time or money to manage your forest?    |_| Yes	|_| No
	Estimated yearly contribution in hours and dollars? 

	TIMBER MANAGEMENT

	Are you interested in conducting a timber harvest sometime in the next 5 to 10 years?      |_| Yes     |_| No 

	Have you already conducted a timber harvest on your property in the past?                       |_| Yes     |_| No  

	If yes, please explain what you harvested, when the harvest occurred, and who did the work.


	Comments 

	
FISH AND WILDLIFE HABITAT

	Does this parcel contain any of the following fish or wildlife habitats?

	|_|
	Old Fields
	|_|
	Oak Stands   
	|_|
	Aspen Stand
	|_|
	Deer Wintering Area

	|_|
	Apple Trees
	|_|
	Cedar Stands
	|_|
	Springs
	|_|
	Areas showing Bear use

	|_|
	Beaver Pond
	|_|
	Natural Marsh
	|_|
	Lakes or Ponds
	|_|
	Rivers or Streams

	What wildlife species are most important to you?


	Comments 

	THREATENED OR ENDANGERED SPECIES

	Do you know of any threatened or endangered species on the parcel?   |_| Yes   |_| No    If yes, describe kind and approximate location.

	Comments

	WETLANDS AND RIPARIAN AREAS

	Are there any wetlands on the parcel?    |_| Yes   |_| No      If yes, map the location in your plan.

	Are there any riparian areas (land bordering lakes or streams) on the parcel?    |_| Yes   |_| No      If yes, map the location in your plan.

	Comments  

	STREAM CROSSINGS

	Would you like to install stream crossings (bridge, culvert, etc) to protect stream banks?      |_| Yes     |_| No        If yes, map the location in your plan.

	Comments 

	FOREST ROADS

	Are there any forest roads on the parcel?           |_| Yes   |_| No      If yes, map the location in your plan.

	Would you like to construct any new forest roads on the parcel?          |_| Yes   |_| No      If yes, map the location in your plan.

	Comments 

	RECREATION

	Are there any public or personal use trails on or adjacent to the parcel?       |_| Yes     |_| No      If yes, map the location in your plan.

	What recreational activities do you enjoy doing on your property?

	Comments

	AESTHETICS

	Is any portion of your land visible from a public road, public trail, or waterway?            |_| Yes     |_| No   

	Are there any planned activities that might have an impact on the visual quality of the area seen from these roads and trails?     |_| Yes     |_| No  

	Comments


	FOREST HEALTH

	Are there any insects, diseases, or invasive plants causing excessive mortality or other problems in your forest?  |_| Yes     |_| No

	Comments  

	
 ARCHEOLOGICAL, CULTURAL, OR  HISTORIC SITES

	Are there any cultural or historical sites on the parcel?         |_| Yes     |_| No      If yes, map the location in your plan.

	Comments

	UNIQUE NATURAL FEATURES AND BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

	Are there any unique natural features (big trees, rare forest types, etc.) on the parcel?     |_| Yes          |_| No       If yes, map the location in your plan.  

	Comments

	FIRE

	Are you concerned about wildfire damaging your forest or buildings on your property?      |_| Yes     |_| No  

	Are you interested in using prescribed fire to manage your forest?                                      |_| Yes     |_| No  

	Comments 

	CARBON CYCLE

	Are you interested in the terrestrial carbon cycle and how your forest removes carbon dioxide from the atmosphere?      |_| Yes     |_| No  

	Comments

	AGROFORESTRY PRACTICES

	Are you interested in agroforestry practices like alley cropping, forest farming, riparian forest buffers, silvopasture, and windbreaks?     |_| Yes     |_| No  

	Comments   

	SUCCESSION PLANNING

	Are you interested in learning more about passing your forest land on to your children or other heirs someday?    |_| Yes     |_| No     

	Comments     

	OTHER FOREST MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES

	Do you plan any other activities in the next 10 to 20 years?  (Tree planting, tree pruning, maple syrup, ponds, building, etc.)    |_| Yes     |_| No

	Comments    

	MICHIGAN’S STEWARDSHIP ETHIC

	Stewardship is an ethic recognizing that the land and its natural inhabitants have an inherent worth and that we have a responsibility to consider the land as we protect, manage, utilize, and enjoy the forest.  Stewardship guides us to conduct our activities to the utmost of our abilities, to insure the future health, productivity, diversity, and well-being of the land, its natural communities and species, and to provide opportunities to our successors that are at least equal to ours to use and enjoy the land and its resources.

	SIGNATURES OF LANDOWNER AND FOREST STEWARDSHIP PLAN WRITER

	A Forest Stewardship Plan describes my goals, forest resources, and recommendations to help me achieve my goals over the next 10 to 20 years.  Participation in the Forest Stewardship Program is voluntary and only indicates my intent to practice sustainable forest management.  I understand that enrolling my forest land into separate property tax programs like the Commercial Forest program or the Qualified Forest program requires my compliance with an approved forest management plan in exchange for the reduction in property taxes.

	

	Landowner's Signature                              Date                                             Forest Stewardship Plan Writer’s Signature                                       Date

	This form is optional and is only intended to help a landowner to evaluate their property and their forest management goals. It does not obligate a landowner to any specific action.  Please send this completed Assessment to your Plan Writer as this will help them to customize your Forest Stewardship Plan for your goals and your forest. This form does not need to be sent to the DNR, but may be appended to the Forest Stewardship Plan if desired.
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