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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Snowmobiling has been an integral part of Michigaminter outdoor recreation and economy
since the 1970s. Today the state has over 6,33 milgroomed, designated trails and 200,000
sleds from Michigan and beyond permitted to ricettiail system as well as other public lands
and waters. This report summarizes a mail surved;@i0 randomly selected 2007-08 Michigan
trail permit holders who were surveyed during theter of 2008-09. It was funded by the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Mizhi§tate University Extension. The
research used questions and format from a pregimay done by the two senior researchers in
1998 which provides trend information about Miclmiganowmobiling from winter 1996-97 to
2008-09.

Of the sample of 3,000 snowmobilers, 78% were Mjahiresidents and 22% were non-
residents. This is a shift from winter 1996-97 wlt&do were resident and 37% were non-
residents. A total of 1,092 snowmobilers resportdettie survey. After invalid addresses were
removed, this resulted in a 38% response rate ¥@# of responses by residents and 24% by
non-residents. During winter 2007-08, it is estiadathat the average resident machine had 11.5
days of use versus 14.5 in winter 1996-97. Theageenon-resident machine had an average of
6.5 days of use in Michigan compared to 5.5 in @irit996-97. In total, there were 2 million
snowmobiling days in winter 2007-08, a 13% decfioen winter 1996-97. Snowmobile use
shifted southward as the UP had 35% of the dayanter 2007-08 instead of 39% as in 1996-
97, while the southern Lower Peninsula had 14%efuse in 2007-08 compared to 10% in
winter 1996-97. The northern Lower Peninsula hih Bf the days in both studies.

Total direct Michigan spending related to snowmiabilwas $239 million for Michigan
snowmobile trips and $173 million for snowmobilaugzament for winter 2008-09. The Michigan
economy captured $156 million of direct trip spemgdand $98 million of equipment spending.
Key factors leaking money out of Michigan’s econowsre that much of the trip spending was
for fuel and that snowmobiles were not manufactumedichigan. Trip spending supported
1,819 direct Michigan jobs and an additional 67&sjthrough the multiplier effect for a total of
2,491 trip related jobs. Equipment spending sugoio®2 direct jobs and another 510 through
the multiplier effect, accounting for 1,482 equipthsepending related jobs. In total, Michigan
snowmobiling in winter 2008-09 supported 3,973 Nfijetm jobs. In comparison, total jobs
supported by snowmobiling in winter 1996-97 we#56,

Total Michigan spending on overnight and day top400 or more miles from home, when
adjusted for inflation, declined by 20% over wint®96-97. The decline for equipment
spending was even larger at 45%. Another impodaahomic benefit to Michigan was that
snowmobilers with trail permit during winter 2008-§enerated $6.2 million of state and federal
gasoline taxes and additional Michigan sales téxefuel for their snowmobiles.

When asked to rate Michigan snowmobiling and théRB¥dowmobile program, snowmobilers
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gave the program a strong report card. On a s¢&@ewery good to 1=very poor, Michigan
snowmobiling for winter 2008-09 received an averagmg 4.1 and the trail system a rating of
4.2. Specific ratings about trail grooming, traps, trail design, staging areas, law enforcement
and safety education all received higher mark<i@O2han in the previous 1998 study. The four
most commonly suggested improvements for futureniien snowmobiling were:

e continued improvement in grooming

* more trails with better connections to towns goaad services

* improved trail maps and signs

* wider, straighter trails

When asked if they supported an expanded desigtraiedystem, 79% responded they did.
When asked if they supported negotiating voluntanger term leases for the 50% of the
designated trail system that is in private owngrsh2% supported longer term leases held by
private non-profits and 64% supported longer texasés held by state government. There was
also support for permanent snowmobile trail easesneeld by non-profits (69%) and
government (63%). When asked if they were williaghtly more to improve snowmobiling in
Michigan, 70% of the respondents stated they wétmgy with 52% of all respondents willing
to pay an additional $10 annually to snowmobil®ichigan.

Interactions among snowmobilers and law enforcenmenéased in winter 2007-08 over winter
1996-97. Forty-six percent of snowmobile partigsoréed that one or more members of their
snowmobile party were stopped one or more timemguwvinter 2007-08 versus 35% in winter
1996-97. Sixty-five percent reported seeing arceffwhile snowmobiling in winter 2007-08
compared to 54% during winter 1996-97. The Law Ezgment Division of the DNR reported
that in winter 2007-08 there were 24 snowmobilalfa¢s compared to 42 in winter 1996-97.
Considering that snowmobiling declined 15% betwsarier 1996-97 and winter 2007-08,
fatalities declined much more (43%). This suggtsisthe visible and active presence of
officers was associated with the decline in fatsit

When non-resident snowmobilers were asked abourtdtieer outdoor recreational pursuits,
many were active in activities where Michigan hatstanding spring, summer and fall
recreational opportunities and a supporting touliigitastructure. This included hunting, fishing,
camping, power boating, canoe/kayak use, bicydimd hiking. This information provides a
unique opportunity to better market Michigan to wresidents who already visit and have a
positive image of the state, but who may be unawhtlee non-snow month opportunities for
other types of outdoor recreation.

In summary, between winter 1996-97 and winter 208,7/snowmobiling days declined 13%.
This is tied to the poor economy, not the snown®pibgram or trail system, which received
very high marks from riders. The decline in snowitieg, especially in spending on overnight
trips and in a reduction in equipment purchasesjallsas increases in productivity, led to a
decline in the overall number of jobs associateith Wichigan snowmobiling. However, as
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economic conditions and disposable income impravieshigan is well positioned to capture
increased the economic benefits of snowmobilindp g highly rated trail system. Safety in
snowmobiling has shown a marked improvement as dstraied by a reduction in fatalities and
associated increased and active law enforcemesepece. As in previous studies, snowmobilers
have shown continued interest in further improvets@nthe trail system including better
connectivity to towns, goods and services. Unlikevpus studies, they have now articulated
their support for negotiating longer term leases p@rmanent easements on the privately owned
portions of the designated trail system. Furthexythave indicated a willingness to pay
additional fees to reach these goals.



INTRODUCTION

Since 1960, when 250 snowmobiles were marketedmthMmerica (Robertson and Bishop
1975), snowmobiling has become an increasingly reatcreation industry. Michigan has long
been a leading state in snowmobile activity andstegions. In 1969, the first year of mandatory
Michigan snowmobile registration, 68,000 machinesenegistered. By the mid-1970s, Michigan
had more registered snowmobiles than any othes. sRegistrations peaked in 1980, with almost
470,000. Between 1980 and 1986, registrationsraetliapidly, falling to less than 120,000 in
1986. From 1986 to 2008, registrations rose uftl2 when they peaked at 302,000. They have
since slowly declined to 262,000 in 2008 accordmtie Michigan Secretary of State (Michigan
Secretary of State 2008).

Besides the number of registered snowmobiles chgmgarkedly over the past 40 years, the
technological characteristics of the machines haspportunities to ride have also evolved. The
machines are now manufactured and marketed by adgwerations rather than the one hundred
who were involved in the early 1970s. Today, thiégranore powerful engines, greater speed,
improved fuel economy, quieter exhaust and moregadrinrough improved technology. A more
extensive trail network is in place, with 6,500esibf groomed public trail available on a typical
winter weekend. In addition, the majority of coestin the northern 2/3 of Michigan allow
snowmobiles to use the shoulders of county roadallf;, many trails provide linkages to
communities in the northern 2/3 of Michigan anchglthe Lake Michigan coastline in the southern
third of the state, making it possible for rideygravel many miles in a circuit and enjoy
comfortable lodging, good food and other amenities.

The funding for state snowmobile programs hasdigted. A snowmobile trail permit has been
required for all machines operated on public Issidse the passage of Public Acts 98 and 99 of
1994. This requirement includes residents and asigents. This legislation was enacted in
response to increased funding needs for trail maarice, development and law enforcement. It
also improved the equity of the snowmobile progrislon-residents, who generally do not register
their machines in Michigan, are now providing aadge share of program funding. In FY 1995-96,
approximately 212,000 permits were sold. The recbghowmobile trail permit sales is

maintained in two ways. First, those sold throdghretail sales system (RSS), the computer based
point of sale data entry capture system used by RN&RII hunting, fishing, trapping and motorized
trail licenses and permits, provides detailed miation entered by swiping a driver’s license about
the origin of those purchasing a license or per@gtond, a portion of snowmobile trail permits are
sold by vendors who do are not part of the RSSnmalonly maintain a paper record of the
purchasers name and address, which they turn @tee DNR. They tend to be motels, restaurants,
chambers of commerce, visitor and convention bsraad snowmobile dealers. Based on the
judgment of the authors, non-residents are moedyliio use these sources for their trail permibtha
they are the retail sales systems, as they cormniact with these service providers regularly on
snowmobile trips, whereas they would be less likelyse the RSS unless they purchased a
Michigan hunting or fishing license.



In 2007, a total of 200,530 Michigan snowmobilel gpermits were sold, with 49% sold through
the RSS and 51% with only paper records. Of thoska RSS, 80% were sold to residents and
20% to non-residents. In 2008, 199,592 permits \wel&, with 53% sold through the RSS and
47% using paper records. Of those sold in the B$%, were sold to residents, 19% to non-
residents (Frances Heffron, pers. comm.).

With the improvements in snowmobiling technolodyifts in participation, more opportunity and
better access, management challenges have alsgechdie demographics of Michigan's
population and that of the surrounding region &e dynamic. Michigan’s population according
to the US Bureau of the Census was static to deglin 2008 and 2009. The distribution of
Michigan’s population, which had seen increasesnthern Lower Michigan and ex-urban areas
has begun to gradually re-concentrate in and nagrmarban centers. What has remained is
Michigan’s position of the most long lived and ablie snow in the Great Lakes region, making
Michigan an attractive destination for Michiganidests and those who own machines in other
states, especially neighboring ones such as Wistgdhigois, Indiana and Ohio.

While a flurry of Michigan snowmobiling studies veeronducted in the 1970s as the industry went
through its initial growth phase (Lanier 1974, Mgadn DNR 1976 and 1977, Szcodronski (1978),
only one comprehensive statewide study (Nelsoh #088) and one detailed economic study
(Stynes et al. 1998) has been conducted sincesiitdg will provide an update to that 1998
statewide study which was based on sampling thbsepurchased a Michigan snowmobile trail
permit. This provided access to resident and nsiakeat snowmobilers, which studies prior to 1998
had not.

To facilitate a safer, more effective snowmobilegram, the Forest, Mineral and Fire Management
of the DNR agreed in 2008 to jointly solicit bigsdonduct a motorized trail study, not just of
Michigan snowmobiling, but also of off-road vehi¢@RV) use and users. In a competitive bidding
process the contract was awarded to Michigan Staiteersity’s Department of Community,
Agriculture, Recreation and Resource Studies Wighsenior author as the principal investigator.
This project also received financial support fronthigan State University Extension.

Study Objectives

1. Update the demographic and socio-economic prdfiteaiorized trail users based on
Nelson et al. (2000) for ORV users and Nelson.€t.8P8) and Stynes et al. (1998) for
snowmobilers.

2. Update use patterns by frequency of activity tyfo@achine, trip characteristics and
fuel use based on Nelson et al. (2000) for ORV=uaed Nelson et al. (1998) and
Stynes et al. (1998) for snowmobilers.

3. Update the segmentation of snowmobile and ORV mkage of permit holder and
by residency status based on Nelson et al. (200@RV users and Nelson et al. (1998)
and Stynes et al. (1998) for snowmobilers.

4. Assess trends in statewide and regional econonmiagta of motorized trail use on

7



public lands using comparable economic modelingriegies to Nelson et al. (2000) for
ORV users and Nelson et al. (1998) and Stynes €t398) for snowmobilers.

5. Determine public acceptance (riding public) of egeof current and potential

motorized trail program efforts and their associaiests.

Assess attitudes in levels of support for snownediodil permit and ORV license fees.

Examine snowmobile and ORYV fatality records aneéssgerceptions of risk from a

range of potential hazards encountered when riding.

8. Determine public acceptance (riding public) of mgerof current and potential
programmatic efforts and associated costs to rethese hazards identified in number
7.

9. The overlap in the snowmobile and ORV market walldxamined, as will the linkages
of these activities to other forms of outdoor ratim managed by the Michigan DNR.

10. Objectives 1-9 are part of meeting a trails goahefMichigan State Comprehensive
Outdoor Recreation Plan (2008-12). In part, thial goto “expand and secure the
system of land and water trails in Michigan to pob@recreational, economic,
transportation and health benefits.” (Nelson e2@08).

N

This report will focus on meeting the objectivelated to snowmobiling. Where appropriate,
comparisons will be shown with winter 1996-97 datdlustrate trends over the past 12 years.
Another report, “State and Regional Economic ImpattSnowmobiling in Michigan, 2009” by
senior author Daniel Stynes will focus specificaltythe economic impact of snowmobiling. Other
reports will focus on ORV use and users when tstasdies are completed in 2010.

The following information is provided in this repor

1.
2.

Profile of the Michigan snowmobiling market lggident and non-resident sectors.

Assessment of the patterns of snowmobiling iahigian by frequency of activity, type of
machine, trip characteristics, use of designatels tand fuel usage in snowmobiles
for winter 2007-08.

Estimate of direct winter 2008-09 household dpenfor Michigan snowmobile outings
and for non-trip related snowmobile expenses ovgr month period in 2008-09.

Snowmobilers' level of satisfaction with thereut trail, education and enforcement
programs and their support and suggestions fonpatehanges.

Snowmobilers' suggestions to reduce fatalitiestaeir acceptance of selected potential
DNR efforts (and their attendant costs) to redatalifies.

Snowmobilers' interactions with law enforcenamd perceptions of risk from a range of
potential hazards encountered while riding.

Open-ended comments and suggestions by snovarsbdncerning Michigan
snowmobiling and snowmobiling programs.



METHODS
To elicit the necessary data to meet these obgs;tev mail survey was conducted with a sample of
Michigan trail permit purchasers. From the 199,682 permits purchased for winter 2007-08, a
sample of 3,000 permit sales was selected, withb1(83.5%) from electronic records and 1,095
(36.5%) from paper records. From the permits salldimthe RSS, the sample was randomly
selected. From the paper records that the authene supplied with by DNR, the sample of 1,000
was systematically selected with a random start.

The sample size provided data with a margin of agprror of +/- 1% at the 95% confidence
interval. It also provided a sufficient sample frarich to assess the distinguishing characteristics
of resident and non-resident snowmobilers. Thisodktilogy is similar to that used in the previous
study (Nelson et al. 1998) to allow comparisonesiits across identical questions.

The 34-item, 202-variable mail questionnaire wasgted by the authors and reviewed by DNR
staff from LED and FMD. After two rounds of reviag the 6-page instrument was finalized and
printed. It is found in Appendix A.

Mail questionnaires were sent in three waves t0QLfiembers of the sample. The first wave began
January 15, 2009, the second February 15, 200tharttdird March 15, 2009. For each wave each
subject received the questionnaire with an appaidover letter per the safeguards prescribed by
the Michigan State Institutional Review Board. Tinduded a description of the research, how the
subject was chosen, a guarantee of confidenti#tiéyyoluntary nature of participation, the use to
be made of the information, a contact person ie chguestions and the time necessary to
complete the survey. A postage paid business egplglope was provided to insure ease of
response. If a response was not received in tw&syeereminder postcard was sent. If after two
additional weeks there was still no response agkomiling of the questionnaire was sent with a
revised cover letter encouraging response as ntheyschad already responded. All mailings were
done by first class mail. Unlike the previous sthidyever, the second mailing of the questionnaire
was not sent by certified mail to reduce studysasd irritation for non-respondents. Copies of
cover letters, reminder postcard and the busirgdg envelope are found in Appendix A. The date
of May 15, 2009 was the final cutoff for all wawaghe survey.

RESULTS
Of the 3,000 Michigan snowmobile trail permit puasks sampled, 131 (4.4%) had invalid
addresses (no forwarding order, forwarding ordeire’ or no such person at this address) as
reported by the U.S. Postal Service. Of the 2,&8@ addresses, 1,092 (38.1%) responded. A total
of 687 (62.9%) of the respondents were from the R8H405 (37.1%) were from the paper
records. Response rates did not differ betweepdhens of the sample selected from the RSS and
the paper records system. As in the previous giNdigon et al. 1998) the data were weighted to
control for bias in regards to over sampling indals with multiple trail permits and under
sampling those with a single trail permit.



Responses to the questionnaire will be presentdgtiaorder of the objectives. They are segmented
by resident, non-resident and all. From the sawipB000 addresses, 77.8% were Michigan
residents and 22.2% were non-residents. In theewir#96-97 study, the proportions of addresses
in the sample were 62.7% Michigan residents angl8hon-residents. This suggests the
proportion of non-residents snowmobiling in Michigaith their own sleds was lower in winter
2007-08 than winter 1996-97.

Of the 1,092 respondents in the current study, &% Michigan residents and 24% were non-
residents. Using the above proportion to extrapdtathe 199,592 trail permits sold for winter
2007-08, provides an estimate of 151,740 resigettd 7,852 non-resident machines. Further,
since this origin distribution is very similar toet distribution of origins from the total, randomly
selected sample, it provides a valid representatidime population of snowmobilers purchasing
trail permits participating in Michigan snowmobdin

Results are presented either for winter 2007-08iiater 2008-09 depending on the specific
guestion. For example, information on a full wirdésnowmobiling (e.g. total snowmobiling days,
number of stops by a law enforcement officer acamssntire winter, etc.) is presented for winter
2007-08 as all respondents were able to provideatathat entire winter. Due to sampling in three
waves throughout the winter of 2008-09 to get tlostraccurate trip spending information across
the winter, most recent trip data is winter 2008488wever this meant some provided data for only
a portion of winter 2008-09, making it inappropei&d estimate total winter 2008-09 snowmobiling
from data of people who only reported on their smowiling that winter up to early February.
Respondent opinions about snowmobile program at&#) willingness to pay fees, suggestions for
improvements, etc. are related to experiencesniew?2008-09.

Snowmobiler Households, Safety Education and Snowrbile Ownership

Snowmobilers with Michigan trail permits during thervey during winter 2007-08 were most
likely to be in a household made up primarily ofiksl 18 and over (Tables 1- 3). Of households
snowmobiling in Michigan, a smaller proportion @mresident household members snowmobiled
versus resident households, as in 1996-97. Tlaegtechange noted is in Table 2 where the
proportion of children participating in snowmobgiamong non-residents declined.

Table 1. Michigan resident household size and smaiing participation during winter 1996-97 and
2007-08 for those with snowmobile trail permits

Mean Percent
Number of household members Snowmobiled
Age Group 1996-97 2007-08 1996-97 2007-08
Adults 18 yr. or older 2.15 2.05 80.5 82.0
Children 12-17 yr. old 0.32 0.34 81.9 79.4
Children 11 yrs. or younger 0.47 0.39 63.1 61.5
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Table 2. Non-resident household size and snowinghlarticipation during winter 1996-97 and 2007-
08 for those with snowmobile trail permits

Mean Percent
Number of household members Snowmobiled
Age Group 1996-97 2007-08 1996-97 2007-08
Adults 18 yr. or older 2.16 2.06 84.7 76.7
Children 12-17 yr. old 0.26 0.26 79.5 57.7
Children 11 yrs. or younger 0.52 0.52 50.2 32.7

Table 3. Household size and snowmobiling partieymeduring winter 1996-97 and 2007-08 for those
with snowmobile trail permits

Mean Percent
Number of household members Snowmobiled
Age Group 1996-97 2007-08 1996-97 2007-08
Adults 18 yr. or older 2.16 2.05 82.3 80.5
Children 12-17 yr. old 0.32 0.32 80.9 75.0
Children 11 yrs. or younger 0.47 0.42 58.0 52.4

Non-residents were more likely to have completesdavmobile safety class than Michigan
residents (Table 4). However, relatively few adhtise completed a snowmobile safety class,
regardless of place of residence. Of concern isotrex 1/3 of Michigan youth aged 12-17 who
snowmobile have not completed snowmaobile safeiyitrg.

Table 4. Proportion of those snowmobiling in Micngin 2007-08 who have completed snowmobile
safety class.

Percent Resident Percent Non- Percent All
resident
Adults 18 yr and older 19.6 29.1 24.8
Children 12-17 old 63.0 93.3 70.8
Children 11 yrs. or younger 4.3 11.8 4.5

At the time of the survey during winter 2008-09nfresidents who snowmobiled in Michigan were
likely to have newer, more powerful machines thesidents (Table 5). Compared to winter 1996-
97 the number of snowmobiles per household dechhgltly and the average age increased. In
winter 96-97 the average machine was 4-5 yearsbiie in winter 2008-09 the average sled was
8-9 years old. The typical household had aboutsieds.
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Table 5. Selected characteristics of snowmobesed by households with one or more snowmobile
trail permits during 1996-97 and 2008-09.

Mean
Machines / Household Model Year Cubic centingeter
displacement
1996-97 2008-09 1996-97 2008-09 1996-97 2008-09
Michigan residents 2.14 2.03 1991.4 2000.0 499.3 606.7
Non-residents 2.07 1.94 1993.3 2002.1 547.1 660.8
All Snowmobilers 2.11 2.01 1992.1 2000.6 515.9 2.62

While a majority of the machines owned by household®2007-08 were permitted, approximately
17% of resident machines and 25% of non-residenhmes did not have Michigan trail permits
(Table 6).

Table 6. Snowmobiles per household with trail pésrand proportion used in Michigan winter 2007-08

Machines/ household Machine/ used in Machines/ household
2007-08 2007-08 with trail permit 2007-08
Michigan residents 2.03 1.80 1.68
Non-residents 1.94 1.50 1.46
All Snowmobilers 2.01 1.72 1.62

Snowmobiling in Michigan Winter 2007-08

Snowmobiling Miles and Fuel Consumption

In 2007-08, non-residents on average rode moresmoée machine in Michigan (793 vs. 715) than
Michigan residents, unlike winter 1996-97 whendesis rode more miles per machine in
Michigan (Table 7).

Table 7. Number of gallons of gasoline and milégeth per snowmabile in Michigan by households
with snowmobile trail permits winter 1996-97 andZe08

Gallons gasoline/ snowmobile Miles driven/ snoviaite
1996-97 2007-08 1996-97 2007-08
Michigan residents 78 73 859 715
Non-residents 59 66 711 793
All Snowmobilers 71 71 810 733

The fuel used per machine across all snowmobilasssimilar to winter 1996-97. In winter 1996-
97 it was estimated that snowmobiles with traihpiés in Michigan used 15,036,083 gallons of
gasoline used to go 170,424,436 miles. For wi@@7208, it is estimated that the 199,592
machines with Michigan trail permits used 14,172,08llons of gasoline and logged 146,300,936
miles of riding. Considering Michigan’s $0.19/gallstate gasoline tax, this results in $2,779,718
generated in state gasoline taxes through snowesodhilring winter 2007-08. In addition, the
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$0.184/gallon federal gasoline tax generates aiti@uail $2,607,470 for federal transportation
funds. Finally, on all proceeds from the saleadaline in Michigan, except for the $0.19 state
gasoline tax, all purchasers pay 6% Michigan gabesThis is not visible to consumers as it is
already computed into the price of the gasolinenwhechased at the pump. Considering the price
of a gallon of gasoline at $2.00 once the statelmestax is removed during winter 2007-08, the
state 6% general sales tax generated an addii868l262 in state tax revenue on the 14.2 million
gallons of gasoline used in permitted snowmobifesotal, this amounts to approximately $6.2
million in tax revenue from snowmobile gasolineesabn an annual basis.

Further, this $6.2 million is a very conservatigtiraate of gasoline tax revenue generated by
snowmobiling. The Michigan Secretary of State reggbthat on September 30, 2008 there were
262,007 snowmobiles registered in Michigan and @6B6 of the non-resident machines from
survey respondents were registered in Michigars &kirapolates to 7,121 non-resident machines
that had a trail permit with a Michigan registratiddding the 155,083 permitted resident machines
with Michigan registrations provides a total of B2 Michigan registereahd permitted

machines, leaving the fuel tax contributions ofrigraining almost 100,000 Michigan registered
but non-permitted machines as additional fuel usag@ccounted for. These non-permitted
machines can be legally used on private lands ardeofrozen waters of the state for the sole
purpose of supporting ice fishing. While many mayIve in use, or the spending better attributed to
ice fishing, it is logical to suggest that addiabgasoline tax revenues are generated by thefuse o
some of these registered, non-permitted sleds.

Snowmobiling Days

A snowmobile day is defined as “a day or part dag a snowmobile was operated in Michigan
unless it was primarily used to support other &&s/such as ice fishing”. For winter 2007-08sit
estimated there were approximately 2 million snowitecdays, a decline of approximately 13%
from winter 1996-97 (Table 8).
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Table 8. Michigan snowmobile days winter 1996-90Q)208. (a)

1996-97 1996-97 1996-97 2007-08 2007-08 2007-08

Category Resident Non- All Resident Non- All
resident resident

Snowmobiles with | 133,057 78,943 212,000 151,740 47,852 199,592
trail permits
Mean number of 2.14 2.07 2.11 1.68 1.46 1.62
permitted
snowmobiles per
household
Number households 62,176 38,137 100,313 90,091 32,760 122,851
with permitted
snowmobiles
Snowmobile days | 30.70 11.36 23.30 19.29 9.43 16.66
per household
Total snowmobile | 1,908,037 | 433,397 2,341,434 1,737,67b 308,871 5046
days
Snowmobile days | 14.34 5.49 11.04 11.48 6.46 10.28
per permitted sled

(a) Due to rounding at each step, calculations mo&gxactly tally.

Michigan residents accounted for 85% of the snowlaalays in winter 2007-08 and non-residents
15%. The proportion of resident use increased 8a#% in winter 1996-97, while the proportion of
non-resident use decreased from 18%. Use per pedrsitowmobile declined 7% from winter
1996-97 to 2007-08. It is noteworthy that the nanmdif households with one or more permitted
snowmobiles has increased in Michigan since wit®&6-97. However, the typical household with
one or more permitted machines has a smaller nuaflserowmobiles permitted than in the past.

In addition, each respondent was asked if they asgaf their snowmobiles to support ice fishing,
trapping or some other winter recreational actiwitivlichigan, which is not counted as a
snowmobile day. Nineteen percent of residents &adbnon-residents reported that they used one
or more of their sleds during winter 2007-08 tomarpanother Michigan winter recreation activity,
primarily ice fishing. Figure 1 divides Michigantan5 regions used to segment snowmobiling
during winter 2007-08 and the previous 1996-97\stud

14



Western UP

Eastern UP

Southern LP

Figure 1. Michigan’s five region

The largest proportion of resident and all snowithadpidays was in the northwestern Lower
Peninsula, while the largest proportion of noneest snowmobiling days was in the western
Upper Peninsula (Tables 9-11). A number of shidtgehoccurred when the data is compared to
winter 1996-97. First, the total number of daysvamobiling household has declined, especially for
residents. Second, use patterns have shifted saah&ith proportional increases for residents in
the northeastern Lower Peninsula and the SouttesetPeninsula and for non-residents in the
Southern Lower Peninsula. When examined for tta soiowmobiler population, the northwestern
Lower Peninsula had the largest proportion of snokite use. The proportion of total snowmobile
days across all snowmobiling households declingdarpper Peninsula and the Northwestern
Lower Peninsula and increased in the Northeastewel Peninsula and the Southern Lower
Peninsula in winter 2007-08 when compared to wih®6-97.

Table 9. Mean number of Michigan snowmobile days support days by resident households with trail
permits during winter 1996-97 and 2007-08

Snowmobiling Days

Mean number Percent in region
Region 1996-97 2007-08 1996-97 2007-08
Western U.P. 4.34 1.83 14.1 9.5
Eastern U.P. 5.04 3.07 16.4 15.9
Northwest L.P. 11.36 6.77 37.0 35.2
Northeast L.P. 6.38 4.64 20.8 24.1
Southern L.P. 3.57 2.94 11.6 15.3
Statewidé 30.70 19.29 99.9 100.0

a. Percent may not add to 100.0% for statewide@uveunding.
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Table 10. Mean number of Michigan snowmobile dayd support days by non-resident households
with trail permits during winter 1996-97 and 2009'-0

Snowmobiling Days

Mean number Percent in region

Region 1996-97 2007-08 1996-97 2007-08
Western U.P. 5.88 5.02 51.8 53.0
Eastern U.P. 2.58 1.74 22.7 18.4
Northwest L.P. 1.74 131 15.3 13.8
Northeast L.P. 0.79 0.72 7.0 7.6
Southern L.P. 0.37 0.65 3.3 6.9
Statewidé@ 11.36 9.43 100.1 99.7

a. Percent may not add to 100.0% for statewide@uveunding.

Table 11. Mean number of Michigan snowmobile dagishousehold with trail permits during winter
1996-97 and 2007-08

Snowmobiling Days

Mean number Percent in region
Region 1996-97 2007-08 1996-97 2007-08
Western U.P. 4.92 2.68 20.9 16.1
Eastern U.P. 4.12 3.10 17.5 18.6
Northwest L.P. 7.78 4.68 33.1 28.1
Northeast L.P. 4.30 3.85 18.3 23.1
Southern L.P. 2.38 2.35 10.1 14.1
Statewidé@ 23.50 16.66 99.9 100.0

a. Percent may not add to 100.0% for statewide@uveunding.

When extrapolated to total snowmobile days on eoned)basis, the largest decline was in the
Northwestern Lower Peninsula (Table 12).

Table 12. Estimate of total Michigan snowmobilgslhy region for winter 1996-97 and 2007-08 for
snowmobiles with trail permits

Snowmobiling Day$

Region 1996-97 2007-08

Snowmobile Days % in Region Snowmobile Days % in Region
Western U.P. 489,360 20.9 329,594 16.1
Eastern U.P. 409,751 175 380,584 18.6
Northwest L.P. 775,015 33.1 574,113 28.1
Northeast L.P. 428,482 18.3 473,145 23.1
Southern L.P. 236,485 10.1 289,110 14.1

a. Percent may not add to 100.0% for statewide@uveunding.

Snowmobile Trips
When asked what type of trip their snowmobile dagse part of in winter 2007-08, respondents
reported a majority of days (55%) were during atdigywith no overnight stay (Table 13). Key
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shifts noted compared to winter1996-97 were traptioportion of non-resident trips with
overnight stays declined and more participatedth Bhort day trips (100 miles or less from home)
and longer day trips (more than 100 miles from Noras will be noted later, this has a significant,
negative effect on the economic impact of snownralpih Michigan. However, the largest
percentage of non-resident snowmobile days wapatil of trips involving an overnight stay.

Table 13. Percentage of Michigan snowmobile daysnmwmobilers with trail permits by trip type
winter 1996-97 and 2007-08

Percent
Overnight trip One day trip of  One day trip of All days®
> 100 miles < 100 miles
96-97 07-08 96-97 07-08 96-97 07-08 96-97 07-08
MI Residents 38.3 37.3 11.3 11.7 50.3 51.0 99.9 0.a0
Non-resident 86.8 76.0 7.3 14.0 5.9 10.0 100.0 aoo.
All Snowmobilers 47.3 44.7 10.5 12.0 42.1 43.3 000. 100.0

a. May not add to 100.0% due to rounding.

Table 14 illustrates the total number of snowmodtidgs and snowmobile trips by type of trip. Of
the 1,737,675 days for residents, there were anasd 680,016 days related to overnight trips and
a total of 165,588 overnight trips by residents. an-residents there were 233,726 days as part of
overnight trips and a total of 55,649 overnighigriFor both residents and non-residents, the
number of snowmobile days per overnight trip dediby more than 20% compared to winter
1996-97. Further, non-resident overnight trips disclined by 21%. This translates to fewer nights
away from home, especially by non-residents. Tiigd spending in the Michigan economy in
many locally owned businesses such as restaunaotsls, etc.

Table 14. Estimate of overnight and one day trip3 rhiles or more from home for snowmobiling in
Michigan during winter 1996-97 and 2007-08

Mean no. of snowmobile Total no. of Estimated no. of trips
days per outing snowmobile days

Trip Type 96-97 07-08 96-97 07-08 96-97 07-08
Residents

Overnight 5.1 4.1 731,541 680,016 143,721 165,588

Day>100 miles 1.4 2.9 216,181 202,452 151,176 69,811
Non-resident

Overnight 5.4 4.2 376,189 233,726 70,054 55,649

Day>100 miles 1.4 3.1 31,638 43,679 22,124 14,090
All Snowmobilers

Overnight 5.2 4.1 1,107,730 913,742 213,775 221,237

Day>100 miles 1.4 3.0 247,819 246,131 173,300 83,901

To estimate direct expenditures related to snowtingbrespondents were asked about the
characteristics of their most recent Michigan snalitmg outing (typically in winter 2008-09) that
was either a day trip 100 or more miles from homamoouting that involved a stay of one or more
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nights away from home. It was conservatively debeech that trips of less than 100 miles from
home not involving an overnight stay would be arponeasure of economic activity related to
tourism. These latest trip results were also ts@edsess the economic impact of a full winter of
snowmobiling reported for winter 2007-08.

The largest proportion of most recent trips inwadyovernight stays was in the northwestern Lower
Peninsula for residents and the western U.P. foirasidents (Table 15). This is a shift from winter
1996-97 where the largest proportion of resideetmight trips was to the eastern UP. Day trips of
100 or more miles from home for residents were gy to have been to the northwest Lower
Peninsula in winter 2008-09 and 1996-97.

Table 15. Destination by region of most recentiian snowmobiling outing 100 or more miles from
home involving no overnight stay or one involving@vernight stay by snowmobilers with trail permit
during winter 1996-97 and 2008-09

Michigan Resident Percent Non-resident Percent
Overnight stays Day trip 100 miles Overnight stays

Region 96-97 08-09 96-97 08-09 96-97 08-09
Western U.P. 13.2 11.3 19.1 8.0 62.5 57.0
Eastern U.P. 34.6 32.0 23.9 12.2 15.3 22.2
Northwest L.P. 22.7 34.0 38.1 44.3 10.8 10.9
Northeast L.P. 28.9 21.9 19.0 23.9 10.2 7.6
Southern L.P. 0.6 0.9 0.0 115 1.1 2.4
Totaf 100.0 100.1 100.1 99.9 99.9 100.1

a. Total may not add to 100.0% due to rounding.

Overnight trips were noticeably shorter in winte08-09 than 1996-97 (Table 16). For both
residents and non-residents, there was almostrmvensobile per person in the household party.

Table 16. Selected characteristics of most relgictiigan snowmobiling outing if overnight trip by
snowmobilers with trail permit during winter 1998-and 2008-09

Mean
Number of days away from Number of household Number of household
home members on trip snowmobiles on trip
96-97 08-09 96-97 08-09 96-97 08-09
MI Residents 4.71 3.37 1.86 1.77 1.78 1.64
Non-resident 4.75 3.90 1.79 1.39 1.69 1.42
All Snowmobilers 4.73 3.55 1.83 1.64 1.74 1.57

Day trips of 100 or more miles from home were prilg@one by Michigan residents (Table 17).
The party size on these trips increased slightipnfwvinter 1996-97 to 2008-09.
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Table 17. Selected characteristics for snowmabildth trail permits of most recent winter 19968
2008-09 Michigan snowmobiling outing if day tripd6r more miles from home

Mean
Number of household Number of household
members on trip snowmobiles on trip
1996-97 2008-09 1996-97 2008-09
MI Residents 1.52 1.71 1.57 1.55
All Snowmobilerd 1.54 1.69 1.58 1.54

a. Includes very few non-resident day trips gretitan 100 miles

The most common type of lodging used during ogitnbutings was motel/hotel/rental cabin for
residents and non-residents in both winters 199&r@i72008-09 (Table 18). However, the
proportion of residents and non-residents usinglsiiotels declined in 2007-08 while staying
with friends/relatives increased.

Table 18. Use of selected lodging options by snofitars with trail permits during most recent winte
1996-97 and 2008-09 overnight trips in Michigan.

Percent
2nd Home Motel or hotel Camped Friend’s or Other
or rental cabin relatives
96-97 08-09 96-97 08-09 96-97 08-09 96-97 08-09 -9P608-09
MI Residents 22 23 61 49 2 1 23 29 2 4
Non-resident 6 7 86 81 1 0 10 12 1 2
All Showmobilers 15 18 72 60 2 1 17 23 1 3

a. Stay may have involved in more than one lodgypg hence rows exceed 100.0%

The data from tables 14 — 18 shows that many sndaen® were economizing on their significant
snowmobiling trips by increasing the proportioriafger day trips instead of taking overnight trips
or if overnight trips were taken, staying for fevagghts.

Direct Expenditures
Estimating direct expenditures during trips wasedby segmenting spending into three phases of
the trip. The first phase was at home spendingeaparation for the trip. It can be conservatively
argued that much of this spending should not bbiatied to the trip, as these items may have been
purchased, regardless whether the trip had been.tdke second phase is en route spending, both
to and from the snowmobiling location. For non-desits, it is challenging to determine what
percentage of this spending was in Michigan and wbeurred in other states. However, the origin
of non-residents was primarily states borderinghijan, suggesting that a sizeable portion of the
en route spending took place in Michigan. The thidse is in the local area where the
snowmobiling took place. This is of great intel@sthis money is spent in Michigan and in
northern Michigan is primarily transferred from etlegions of the state and from out of the state
into Michigan and the local area.
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Respondents were gquestioned about spending inpbasie. Questions related to their most recent
Michigan snowmobiling outing prior to receiving thaestionnaire that was either a day trip 100 or
more miles from home or a trip of any distance timnablved an overnight stay. Direct comparison
to winter 1996-97 data is challenging as inflaiiloeach sector of the economy makes it difficult
ascertain the value of spending differences. Reréason, only the data from the most recent
winter 2008-09 trip will be reported in Tables 19-2

Expenditures on Overnight Trips

The majority of expenditures on overnight tripsdogh residents and non-residents were in the
local area where they rode (Tables 19-21). Fodeess, the typical overnight snowmobiling trip
yielded $584 of expenditures with 59% in the I@rala. For non-residents, the average overnight
trip resulted in $906 of spending with 63% in tbedl area. Across all overnight snowmobile trips,
the average party spent $663 of which 63% was spdéimé local area. In winter 1996-97, the local
percentages of the most recent overnight trip Wigfeer, accounting for 65% of resident spending,
75% of non-resident spending and 71% of the spgrigirall snowmobilers. Two factors are likely
influences: increased travel costs (especiallypéor-residents increasing en route spending) and
more purchases at home in preparation for théyri@sidents such as groceries and fuel.

Table 19. Mean expenditures of residents with praiimits if most recent winter 2008-2009 Michigan
snowmobiling outing involving an overnight stay

Mean in Dollars (% Spending Something on Item)

At Home En Route Local Area
Grocery and convenience store food and drink 3@®aB) 26.13 (65.2) 54.70 (68.7)
Tow-vehicle expenses (gasoline, repairs, etc.) 2@a.2) 61.12 (64.6) 29.44 (41.9)
Snowmobile expenses (gas, repairs, etc.) 30.7@)31. 18.53(24.5) 75.83 (74.8)
Restaurant and bar meals and drinks NA 21.51 (47.0) 83.02 (75.5)
Sporting goods (bait, fishing tackle, etc.) 11011 1.14 (1.8) 2.18 (4.2)
Lodging (Motel, campground, rental cabin, etc.) NA 10.05 (6.2) 83.71 (41.6)
All other items (film, souvenirs, etc.) 5.94 (5.2) 3.11 (7.0) 14.62 (22.5)
Total 98.82 (65.1) 141.59 (88.2) 343.50 (93.8)

Table 20. Mean expenditures of non-residents tratih permits if most recent winter 2008-2009
Michigan snowmobiling outing involving an overnigitay

Mean in Dollars (% Spending Something on Item)

At Home En Route Local Area
Grocery and convenience store food and drink 231323) 20.36 (57.7) 68.80 (68.3)
Tow-vehicle expenses (gasoline, repairs, etc.) @®e35.3) 96.91 (75.7) 33.52 (46.1)
Snowmobile expenses (gas, repairs, etc.) 14.62)21. 30.43(16.0) 131.36 (86.9)
Restaurant and bar meals and drinks NA 20.72 (45.7)143.50 (86.5)
Sporting goods (bait, fishing tackle, etc.) 0.14)0 0.00 (0.0) 7.18 (8.3)
Lodging (Motel, campground, rental cabin, etc.) NA 9.63 (6.2) 169.64 (70.5)
All other items (film, souvenirs, etc.) 3.94 (3.3) 4.73 (7.1) 18.46 (34.0)
Total 64.51 (57.2) 269.78 (90.7) 572.46 (95.2)
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Table 21. Mean expenditures of snowmobilers wak permits if most recent winter 2008-2009
Michigan snowmobiling outing involving an overnigtay

Mean in Dollars (% Spending Something on Item)

At Home En Route Local Area
Grocery and convenience store food and drink 3(122) 24.18 (62.7) 59.47 (68.6)
Tow-vehicle expenses (gasoline, repairs, etc.) LE38.5) 73.13 (68.3) 30.85 (43.3)
Snowmobile expenses (gas, repairs, etc.) 25.38)27. 22.52(21.6) 94.56 (78.9)
Restaurant and bar meals and drinks NA 21.23 (46.5)103.38 (79.2)
Sporting goods (bait, fishing tackle, etc.) 0.72)1 0.75 (1.2) 3.86 (5.6)
Lodging (Motel, campground, rental cabin, etc.) NA 9.90 (6.2) 112.58 (51.3)
All other items (film, souvenirs, etc.) 5.26 (4.6) 3.65 (7.0) 16.17 (26.4)
Total 87.22 (66.3) 155.36 (89.0) 420.87 (94.3)

Across the various expense categories in winte8-20) lodging and restaurant/bar expenses
accounted for the largest portion of local expemdi for residents and non-residents. Considering
the percentage that spent something in the loeal@m an item, snowmobile related spending
(gasoline, maintenance, etc.) and restaurant/balsraad drinks were the most common expenses.
Over 93% of residents and 95% of non-residentstgpeney in the local area where they
snowmobiled. The proportions of respondents thatitsipcally on overnight trips were very similar
in winter 1996-97. In addition, the highest leveérpenditures was also on meals and lodging in
winter 1996-97.

On a per trip basis, non-residents spent consitjenadre than residents in the area where they
snowmobiled. This was influenced by the higher prbpn of non-residents staying in commercial
lodging and perhaps by the lack of cooking faetitat those lodging sites. Conversely, residents
were much more likely to lodge at their own secbache or with friends or relatives, lowering
lodging costs and having cooking facilities readigailable.

In examining en route spending, tow vehicle expemszre far and away the highest expenses for
both residents and non-residents. En route speadirmunted for 24% of resident spending on
overnight trips and 30% on non-resident spendifg. residents, at home expenditures accounted
for 17% of total spending for overnight trips, vehibr non-residents it was only 7% of total
expenditures. Compared to winter 1996-97, the ptimpoboth residents and non-residents spent en
route increased, as did the proportion resider@stsd home in preparation.

When these per trip estimates are extrapolateddogumber of Michigan overnight snowmobiling
trips (Table 14) taken by residents (165,588) andnesidents (55,649) during winter 2007-08, a
total estimate of direct spending en route antiérldcal area is derived. It is estimated thatctlire
spending by residents for local and en route expeed was $80.3 million and for non-residents it
was $46.8 million. For all snowmobilers this aggieg to $127.1 million.

Day Trips of 100 or more Miles from Home
For day trips of 100 or more miles from home, I@@#nding was a similar proportion of total trip
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spending than for overnight trips in winter 2008¢(08bles 22 and 23). Since very few non-resident
respondents reported their most recent trip ay &igal00 or more miles from home, their results
are aggregated with those of residents in Tabl®&@%pending amount was truncated, so the range
in some sectors was significant.

Table 22. Mean expenditures of residents with p@imits in most recent winter 2008-2009 Michigan
snowmobiling outing involving no overnight stay M@0 or more miles from home

Mean in Dollars (% Spending Something on Item)

At Home En Route Local Area
Grocery and convenience store food and drink BHRY 9.78 (32.2) 12.86 (38.1)
Tow-vehicle expenses (gasoline, repairs, etc.) a3®) 9.35(18.2) 38.26 (16.1)
Snowmobile expenses (gas, repairs, etc.) 12.46)39. 11.15(29.7) 24.90 (57.7)
Restaurant and bar meals and drinks NA 8.18 (28.3) 21.08 (48.9)
Sporting goods (bait, fishing tackle, etc.) 0.0mj0 0.18 (1.1) 0.00 (0.0)
All other items (film, souvenirs, etc.) 2.49 (1.9) 1.74 (3.3) 5.02 (4.7)
Total 33.40 (54.0) 40.38 (52.3) 102.62 (75.5)

Table 23. Mean expenditures of snowmobilers wii permits in most recent winter 2008-2009
Michigan snowmobiling outing involving no overnigstaly but 100 or more miles from home

Mean in Dollars (% Spending Something on ltem)

At Home En Route Local Area
Grocery and convenience store food and drink 11332) 11.72 (35.4) 11.46 (42.4)
Tow-vehicle expenses (gasoline, repairs, etc.) 83 818.9) 11.19 (22.3) 36.36 (17.9)
Snowmobile expenses (gas, repairs, etc.) 10.78)38. 9.62(29.3) 27.54 (59.4)
Restaurant and bar meals and drinks NA 6.21 (29.5) 17.47 (51.3)
Sporting goods (bait, fishing tackle, etc.) 0.0m)0 0.17 (1.0) 0.28 (1.0)
All other items (film, souvenirs, etc.) 3.34 (4.3) 3.22 (5.2) 2.45 (7.4)
Total 34.66 (56.9) 42.13 (61.3) 96.56 (76.9)

For residents, 58% of their trip expenditures wecal, while for all snowmobilers 56% were local.
However, even though this proportion of total expemes is lower than for overnight trips, 3/4 of
residents and all respondents on these day trgrg spmething in the local area. The most common
expenses were tow vehicle and snowmobile relatpdreses and restaurant/bar meals and drinks.
This is a significant change from winter 1996-9fewenly 32% of spending by residents on 100
mile or more day trips was in the local area arlg 48% of spending by all snowmobilers on such
trips was in the local area. Considering the dafeable 10, the number of snowmobile days on the
average day trip of 100 or more miles doubled @@hbesidents, suggesting that households teamed
up to save on travel costs and were more likelgatsto spend money in the local area on food as
well as vehicle expenses.

Annual Expenditures for Non-Trip Snowmobiling Expenses
Resident snowmobilers spent on average slighthertian $2,000 during 12 months in 2008-09 for
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snowmobiling expenses not related to trips (TaBe [Ron-residents spent slightly more, averaging
$2,183. The greatest amount of spending was forsmbiles. However, only 20% of respondents
actually spent something on buying a snowmobilis. iinknown what percentage of the sleds
purchased were new or used. The second largegbcateas for equipment other than
snowmobiles. This included trailers, clothing, hels) etc. The most common non-trip expense for
both residents and non-residents was repair anat@naince of their machines.

Table 24. Mean household expenditures for snowiinganot related to trip expenses during 12 months
2008-09.

Mean in dollars (% spending something on item)
All other Repair and

Snowmobiles . . Insurance  Storage Total
equipment maintenance
MI Residents 1,100 (20.7) 376 (57.4) 274 (79.6) (B52) 11(7.9) 1,917 (96.5)
Non-resident 1,384 (17.7) 433 (58.0) 229 (60.1) @B®9) 8(6.0) 2,206 (87.4)

All Snowmobilers 1,168 (20.0) 390 (57.6) 263 (74.9)155 (61.3) 11 (7.4) 1,987 (94.3)

Insurance spending was difficult for respondentguantify. Some had insured their machines on
their homeowners policy without a separate riders thampering itemization of snowmobile
insurance costs. Off season storage was the leashon expenditure, averaging less than 1% of
non-trip expenditures. Over 96% of residents ar¥d 87 non-residents purchased non-trip related
snowmobile items or services over the 12 monttes poithe survey.

State-wide and Regional Economic Impact of Snowmdki Related Expenditures
The statewide and regional economic impact of snolwtmng are reported on by Stynes et al. 2009
in a separate report entitled “State and Regionah&mic Impacts of Snowmobiling in Michigan”.

Snowmobile Program Attributes
When rating Michigan snowmobile program attributesjdents and non-residents provided the
most favorable ratings for DNR snowmobile trailggneral and public trail grooming (Tables 25-
27). For residents and non-residents, no attritageived a mean rating of less than 3.5 (between
OK and good) and every attribute had at least 5Dféspondents rate it as very good (highest
rating) or good. Compared to winter 1996-97, thimgaor every attribute by residents and non-
residents improved during winter 2008-09. Thelaite that was rated in both studies that showed
the greatest improvement was public trail groomiagpoth residents and non-residents. In
summary, this is a significantly improved repontdctor the DNR snowmobile program.

Table 25. Rating of selected Michigan DNR snowrtepiogram attributes by resident snowmobilers
with trail permits winter 1996-97 and 2008-09

Mean Rating Percentage Rating as
Very Good and Good
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Service or Situations 96-97 07-08 96-97 07-08
DNR Maps of snowmobile Trails 3.74 3.89 65.4 73.2
Public Trail Design 3.70 3.91 64.7 74.5
Trailhead Parking or Staging Area 3.65 3.90 60.0 571
Snowmobile Safety Education 3.28 3.67 42.6 59.2
Public Trail Grooming 3.23 3.97 42.7 76.2
Snowmobile Law Enforcement 3.20 3.63 41.2 60.7
DNR Snowmobile Trails in general NA 411 NA 83.8
DNR Snowmobile Website NA 3.59 NA 55.1
DNR Snowmobile Trail Signage NA 3.91 NA 71.8
Overall Satisfaction with Ml snowmaobiling NA 4.00 AN 78.3

a. Rating scale 5 = very good, 4 = good, 3 = OK,gbor, 1 = very poor.

Table 26. Rating of selected Michigan DNR snowrteprogram attributes by non-resident
snowmobilers with trail permits winter 1996-97 &@D8-09"

Mean Rating Percentage Rating as
Very Good and Good

Service or Situations 96-97 07-08 96-97 07-08
DNR Maps of snowmobile Trails 3.94 412 76.6 81.6
Public Trail Design 3.85 4.14 71.9 83.6
Trailhead Parking or Staging Area 3.63 3.77 57.3 364
Snowmobile Safety Education 3.61 3.68 57.7 62.8
Public Trail Grooming 3.48 4.24 54.3 87.6
Snowmobile Law Enforcement 3.40 3.57 43.3 51.7
DNR Snowmobile Trails in general NA 4.35 NA 91.9
DNR Snowmobile Website NA 3.74 NA 60.3
DNR Snowmobile Trail Signage NA 3.95 NA 74.1
Overall Satisfaction with Ml snowmobiling NA 4.28 AN 89.9

a. Rating scale 5 = very good, 4 = good, 3 = OK,gdor, 1 = very poor.

Table 27. Rating of selected Michigan DNR snowrteprogram attributes by non-resident
snowmobilers with trail permits winter 1996-97 &@D8-09"

Service or Situations

Mean Rating Percentage Rating as
Very Good and Good
96-97 07-08 96-97 07-08
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DNR Maps of snowmobile Trails 3.80 3.97 69.7 76.5

Public Trail Design 3.78 3.96 68.1 76.2
Trailhead Parking or Staging Area 3.64 3.86 58.9 569
Snowmobile Safety Education 3.37 3.64 47.9 61.3
Public Trail Grooming 3.34 4.05 47.6 79.3
Snowmobile Law Enforcement 3.32 3.65 42.9 57.5
DNR Snowmobile Trails in general NA 4.17 NA 86.1
DNR Snowmobile Website NA 3.64 NA 56.7
DNR Snowmobile Trail Signage NA 3.92 NA 82.4
Overall Satisfaction with Ml snowmobiling NA 4.08 AN 81.5

a. Rating scale 5 = very good, 4 = good, 3 = OK,@or, 1 = very poor.

When asked in an open-ended format the reasohduwiratings, relatively few respondents
provided a range of rationale (Tables 28). Becatifigs low response rate to these questions,
residents and non-residents were grouped in ofe tlrther, it is most appropriate to focus on
issues that were raised, rather than on compaeragptages between closely ranked concerns.

Going down through the table, a few respondentschatugh trails and recommended more
weekend grooming, but most were very pleased witfeat grooming. Regarding DNR trail maps,
key concerns were availability, accuracy and eassa About the trail system, key concerns were
to have wider trails and better connect to towrtssamvices. While many noted they don’t use trail
heads, others felt there should be more. Enforceomgicerns were that officers were rarely seen or
that they were overly aggressive. Conversely, stfedt the level of enforcement was appropriate
and that they had a positive encounter with ac@ffiLack of knowledge about snowmobile safety
courses was the most common rationale noted imgratiucation. Trail signs were criticized for
being absent or inaccurate, while others felt gign@as appropriate and signs were accurate and
easy to read. Not using the DNR snowmobile welgie the most common rationale for its rating.

Table 28. Rationale for attribute rating of Michigsnowmobile program by snowmobilers with trainpiés

Attribute

Rationale Percentag®
Public Trail Grooming (15% provided rationale)

Rough trails, poor grooming, need more groomingveekends 35.5

Some trails better than others 195

Smooth trails, few bumpy miles, seen improvements 8.23

Clubs do better job than the DNR 3.9
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DNR Maps of Snowmobile Trails(10% provided rationale)

Useful, easily understood, accurate 31.4
Not available or hard to find 14.7
Poor quality, hard to read and follow, confusingt accurate, missed trails 34.7
No experience with, use local maps, do not use Didigs 15.5
Need maps on trail 2.1
Expensive 1.4
Public Trails (4% provided rationale)
Need more trail, connections to other trails avan® loops 32.8
Too many blind and tight curves 2.1
Rough/ moguls 18.9
Reduce speeds 2.1
Good access to towns 0.8
Trailhead Parking or Staging Area (9% provided rationale)
No experience with, do not use 73.0
Poor bathrooms 1.2
Lack of availability/ need more 22.5
Poorly signed, hard to find 3.4
Snowmobile Law Enforcement(11% provided rationale)
Want more enforcement 7.2
Proper level enforcement now 8.5
Rarely, never seen 55.3
Officer was not nice, rude, overzealous, felt Bkeriminal, felt harassed 23.4
Officer was nice and helpful 5.6
Snowmobile Safety Education8% provided rationale)
No experience with/ did not take/ did not know alale 73.6
Need more 17.4
Good, quality education 9.0
Trail Signage (7% provided rationale)
Lack signage 40.0
Inaccurate/ hard to read 24.2
Accurate/ easy to read 16.6
Trails well signed 17.0
Use numeric signs 2.2
DNR Snowmobile Websitg(17% provided rationale)
Not seen/ used 92.9
Not up-to-date 3.8
Helpful/ easy to use 3.3

a. Open-ended responses categorized by researcher
b. Percentage of those who provided rationale.

Referring back to the overall satisfaction ratifig/iichigan snowmobiling shown at the bottoms of
tables 24-26, which was not asked in 1996-97, eesickspondents mean rated it as 4.00 (good) and
non-residents at 4.28 (between good and very goodh overall rating of 4.08. Rationale for

these ratings was provided by 64% of the resposdéiable 29).
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Table 29. Single most important reason for ratihgwerall satisfaction with Michigan snowmobiling2008-
09°

Percentage
Reason Residents Non-resident All Snowmobilers
Well groomed/ maintained 29.0 35.7 31.1
Well designed/ safe trails 25.0 25.4 25.3
Poor grooming/ maintenance 11.3 5.6 9.4
Enjoyed/ good time/ satisfied 9.6 11.2 10.2
Good snow conditions 7.9 134 9.7
Too expensive 4.0 15 3.2
Need more trails/ connections 3.7 1.2 2.9
Just enjoy riding 3.0 1.2 2.5
Poor/ dangerous trails 2.4 1.2 2.0
Poor signage 1.8 1.1 15
Support DNR efforts 1.2 15 1.3
Convenient 0.8 0.9 0.8
Unfriendly communities 0.1 0.0 0.1
Total 99.8 99.9 100.0

a. Total may not add to 100.0% due to rounding.

Well maintained, safe trails were the primary fegia positive ratings, along with good snow
conditions and enjoying the opportunity to snowrtel{ey negative factors were concerns about
maintenance and grooming, cost and concerns atadgafety and signage.

When asked if the snowmobile trail system was aearded, 25.7% of residents and 16.2% of
non-residents rated it as crowded. This was afgignt decrease from the rating in winter 1996-97
when 56.5% of residents responded it as crowddae®4.7% of non-residents. This may be at
least partially influenced by the estimated dedimenowmobile days of 13% between 1996-97 and
2007-08 and the increase of over 200 miles inrdikeslystem between the two studies.

When asked in an open-ended format what one agtissnmost important to improve the trail
system, better grooming, better trail marking/sggnaleveloping more trails/connections to towns
and services, and widening trails were the mosineomsuggestions, just as they were in winter
1996-97 (Table 30).

Table 30. One most important improvement snowneobivith trail permits want in the Michigan
snowmobile trail systerh

Percentag®
Suggested Improvement . raci .
(made by 76% of respondents) Residents Non-resident All Snowmobilers
Better grooming 22.6 20.0 21.9
More trails/ connection to towns 20.6 15.4 19.2
Improve on trial signs/ maps 14.6 25.9 17.6
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Wider/ straighter trails 10.4 8.4 10.0

More law enforcement/ rider assistance 4.6 1.6 3.8
None/ keep as it is 3.0 7.4 4.2
More/ better trailheads and warming areas 2.7 1.1 3 2
Allow more riding on roads 1.7 1.1 1.6
More control/ funding to snowmobile clubs 1.3 0.9 21
One way trail systems 0.8 2.3 1.2
Better safety education 0.4 0.2 0.3
All other 17.2 15.6 16.8

a. Open ended responses. If respondent providee timan one suggestion, only first one reported.
b. Percentage of those who responded.

In new questions not asked in winter 1996-97, nedpots were asked to rate their support of new
initiatives to secure and expand the snowmobiledyatem in the long term (Table 31).

Table 31. Rating of selected long term alternatiee the Michigan snowmobile trail system, 200809

Residents Non-resident All Snowmobilers

Mean Percentage Mean Percentage Mean Percentage
Alternatives Rating Supporting Rating Supporting Rating Supporting
Increase MI designated 43 77.2 4.4 82.2 4.4 78.6
snowmobile trail mileage
More long term leases held , 70.6 4.2 755 4.2 71.9
by non-profits org.
Permanent trail easement | 68.4 4.2 70.4 4.1 69.0
held by non-profit org.
More long term leases held
by State of M| 4.0 63.3 4.1 65.0 4.0 63.8
Permanent trail easement 3.9 62.7 40 64.3 4.0 63.1

held by State of Ml

a. Rating scale: 5 = strongly supports, 4 = moe&ratupports, 3 = neutral, 2 = moderately oppose, 1
strongly oppose.

Respondents were supportive of all the initiatimegposed, with each proposal being supported by
more than 63% of respondents, with support frondeets and non-residents. While the strongest
support was for increasing trail mileage in geneempondents also specifically supported both
long term leases and permanent trail easemengstinesthe trail system. Considering that
approximately half the system is secured on prilaatds with short term leases and agreements,
this approach is a departure from “business ad"usughe snowmobile program. It has been
driven by the fragmentation of major private lamddings, especially those once held by the forest
products industry in northern Michigan. It is atkEsigned to secure a long term system almost
solely on private lands in southern Michigan, egtgdn the southwestern Michigan snowbelt.
While there was a slight preference for non-pffanizations to hold such leases and easements,
having them held by the state of Michigan was ateangly supported.
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Fatality Reduction Initiatives
When asked to rate their level of support for gekbéatality reduction initiatives, support among
both residents and non-residents declined for emaggested initiative that had been asked about in
winter 1996-97 (Tables 32 - 34).

Table 32. Rating of support for selected fatalégtuction initiatives by resident snowmobilers wiithigan
trail permits®

Percent strongly or
Mean rating moderately supporting
Fatality Reduction Initiate 96-97 08-09 96-97 08-09

Mandatory training required for all first year snowabile operators

4.01 3.72 72.1 60.1
regardless of age
More intensive enforcement of existing snowmobégulations 3.71 3.16 60.9 40.8
Mandatory personal liability insurance or all snosinte operators  3.23 2.88 46.1 37.8
Enforced snowmobile speed limit on public landail tand water 3.16 2.85 45.8 34.8
Licensing required of all snowmobile operators 3.022.75 40.8 321
Enforced snowmobile speed limit on designated puhdiils only NA 2.94 NA 37.8
Enforced snOV\_/moblle speed limit where speed lirogtpd on NA 346 NA 578
designate trail only
Trail closed hours on designed system NA 1.97 NA .813

a. Rating scale: 5 = strongly supports, 4 = moeégratupports, 3 = neutral, 2 = moderately oppose, 1
strongly oppose.

Table 33. Rating of support for selected fataigiuction initiatives by non-resident snowmobileith
Michigan trail permits$'

Percent strongly or
Mean rating moderately supporting
Fatality Reduction Initiate 96-97 08-09 96-97 08-09

Mandatory personal liability insurance or all snosinte operators  4.33 3.89 80.9 67.8
Mandatory training required for all first year snowabile operators

4.03 3.63 71.7 59.3
regardless of age
More intensive enforcement of existing snowmobggulations 3.67 3.15 57.6 39.3
Licensing required of all snowmobile operators 3.162.87 41.5 34.2
Enforced snowmobile speed limit on public landail tand water 2.85 2.69 38.9 31.2
Enforced snowmobile speed limit on designated putbdiils only NA 2.74 NA 34.5
Enforced snOV\_/moblle speed limit where speed lirogtted on NA 3.32 NA 53.7
designate trail only
Trail closed hours on designed system NA 1.91 NA 014

a. Rating scale: 5 = strongly supports, 4 = moeégratupports, 3 = neutral, 2 = moderately oppose, 1
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strongly oppose.

Table 34. Rating of support for selected fatal@gtuction initiatives by snowmobilers with Michigamil
permits®

Percent strongly or
Mean rating moderately supporting
Fatality Reduction Initiate 96-97 08-09 96-97 08-09

Mandatory training required for all first year snowabile operators

4.02 3.69 72.0 59.8
regardless of age
More intensive enforcement of existing snowmobégulations 3.69 3.16 59.6 38.3
Mandatory personal liability insurance or all snovbie operators  3.68 3.16 60.5 45.2
Licensing required of all snowmobile operators 3.082.78 41.2 32.6
Enforced snowmobile speed limit on public landail tand water 3.04 2.80 42.9 33.8
Enforced snowmobile speed limit on designated puhdiils only NA 2.88 NA 36.9
Enforced snovymoblle speed limit where speed lirogtpd on NA 3.42 NA 56.6
designate trail only
Trail closed hours on designed system NA 1.95 NA .813

a. Rating scale: 5 = strongly supports, 4 = moeégratupports, 3 = neutral, 2 = moderately oppose, 1
strongly oppose.

Residents were most favorable about mandatoryiricafor all first year snowmobile operators,
regardless of age, just as they were in 1996-9i8.Sltuation is similar to that for hunting in
Michigan and looks to the positive reinforcemenedfication to encourage good behavior. Non-
residents, as in 1996-97, while also supportivisfeducation initiative, were even more
supportive of mandatory personal liability insurafar all snowmobile operators. This option
focuses on market forces in the insurance indtstiimancially discourage bad behavior. Residents
and non-residents were much less supportive ohfameed speed limit on all public lands, trails
and waters or mandatory licensing of all snowmatyilerators. Both residents and non-residents
had decreases in support for more intensive enfaneof existing regulations.

Looking at the percentage that strongly or modbratgported these initiatives, a majority of
respondents only support two initiatives, mandat@ing of all first year operators and
enforcement of snowmobile speed limits as postedesignated trails. However, there was little
support for a general speed limit on trails or ahlig lands and frozen waters in general. The
initiative with the most difference in support waandatory personal liability insurance. As in
1996-97, it has the support of over 2/3 of nond@sis but only 1/3 of residents.

Interaction with Law Enforcement Personnel and Ratng the Danger of Behaviors
As in winter 1996-97, over 45% of the householdpoading had one or more household members
stopped by a law enforcement officer while snowradpiduring winter 2007-08 (Table 35).

Table 35. Number of law enforcement stops and Nitsilof officers in Michigan to snowmobiler
households with trail permits during winter 1996-2007-08

Percent
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One or more members Saw one or more officers

Mean number of stops stopped other than during stop

96-97 07-08 96-97 07-08 96-97 07-08
MI Residents 0.85 0.86 36.3 455 61.0 66.5
Non-resident 0.67 0.73 33.3 45.7 44.7 59.9
All Snowmobilers 0.78 0.83 35.0 45.6 54.3 64.7

This is an increase in the proportion stopped mevi1996-97. Also, snowmobilers were more likely t
report seeing officers other than during a timey there stopped in 2007-08 than previously. For all
snowmobilers of those stopped in 2007-08, 53% teddhe stop by a DNR conservation Officer and
47% by county sheriff department officer or otragdl unit officer. This data was not availablehe t
previous study. Many households reported more tim@nstop, leading to the mean number of stops of
more than 0.8 per household for the winter of 2087-

In rating the danger from selected snowmobile sdna/behaviors, encountering machines
operated by intoxicated persons, drivers lackirnigjiskoperating their machines and speed were
rated as the most dangerous again in 2008-09 asvire in 1996-97(Tables 36 - 38).

Table 36. Rating by resident snowmobilers witlil prarmit of danger from selected snowmobiling
behaviors/ situation

Percent rating as extremely

Mean rating or highly dangerous
Dangerous Behaviors or Situation 96-97 08-09 96-97  08-09
Operating of snowmobiles by intoxicated persons 34.6 4.40 90.6 83.1
Drivers lacking skill in operating their machines .98 4.09 69.7 74.2
Speed of snowmobiles 3.65 3.81 53.5 61.8
Cars or trucks on seasonal roads 3.26 3.09 41.4 4 36.
Oper_atlon of snowmc_)blle§ by persons who have been 3.93 3.24 43.2 43.6
drinking, but are not intoxicated
Other uses of snowmobile trails (e.g. dog sleddiz@, ski)  3.07 2.77 41.3 28.4
Public trail conditions 2.49 2.37 15.9 14.1
Snowmobiling on county or state roads 2.29 2.25 511. 10.1
Public trail design 2.15 2.16 10.2 10.5

a. Rating scale: 5 = Extremely dangerous, 4 = iigahgerous, 3 = Moderately dangerous, 2= Slightly
dangerous, 1 = Not dangerous.

Table 37. Rating by non-resident snowmobilers il permit of danger from selected snowmobiling
behaviors/ situation’s
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Percent rating as extremely

Mean rating or highly dangerous
Dangerous Behaviors or Situation 96-97 08-09 96-97 08-09
Operating of snowmobiles by intoxicated persons 145 4.18 87.3 77.5
Drivers lacking skill in operating their machines .02 4.03 70.8 73.9
Speed of snowmobiles 3.30 3.60 42.3 48.7
Other uses of snowmobile trails (e.g. dog sleddiiq, ski)  2.96 2.68 35.3 27.1
Oper_atlon of snowm(_)blle§ by persons who have been 289 294 30.1 33.9
drinking, but are not intoxicated
Cars or trucks on seasonal roads 2.82 2.73 24.5 4 22.
Public trail conditions 2.27 2.24 11.6 12.6
Snowmobiling on county or state roads 2.18 2.39 110. 14.3
Public trail design 2.04 2.14 7.4 10.0

a. Rating scale: 5 = Extremely dangerous, 4 = iigahgerous, 3 = Moderately dangerous, 2= Slightly
dangerous, 1 = Not dangerous.

Table 38. Rating by snowmobilers with trail perwofitdanger from selected snowmobiling behaviors/
situations®

Percent rating as extremely

Mean rating or highly dangerous
Dangerous Behaviors or Situation 96-97 08-09 96-97 08-09
Operating of snowmobiles by intoxicated persons 84.5 4.33 89.2 81.4
Drivers lacking skill in operating their machines .0a 4.07 70.2 74.1
Speed of snowmobiles 3.51 3.75 48.8 58.2
Oper_atlon of snowmc_)blle§ by persons who have been 3.09 3.15 378 201
drinking, but are not intoxicated
Cars or trucks on seasonal roads 3.07 2.99 34.4 6 32.
Other uses of snowmobile trails (e.g. dog sleddiz@, ski)  3.02 2.74 38.9 28.0
Public trail conditions 2.40 2.33 14.0 13.7
Snowmobiling on county or state roads 2.25 2.29 910. 11.3
Public trail design 2.10 2.15 8.0 10.4

a. Rating scale: 5 = Extremely dangerous, 4 = Kligahgerous, 3 = Moderately dangerous, 2= Slightly
dangerous, 1 = Not dangerous.

As in the previous study, residents were likelyai situations as slightly more dangerous than
non-residents, especially in the case of speedaviimobiles and operating by persons who have
been drinking but are not intoxicated. Snowmobitimgcounty or state roads and the design of
public trails were rated as the least dangerouh, wean ratings indicating slight danger.
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Unlike the previous study where the authors revikfaéal accident police reports in an attempt to
better understand snowmobile fatalities, the DNR Emforcement Division now investigates
every snowmobile fatality and completes a suppleahéiD-10 accident form. This has led to
outstanding tracking of the rate of snowmobilelfizs, the causes of those fatalities and effiarts
reduce such.

In the previous study, the authors’ review of poliatality reports concluded that “of the 146
snowmobile fatalities that occurred in winter 13Bthrough winter 1996-97, 46% occurred on a
state or county roadway, while 2% occurred on d steulder. In the majority of instances related
to roads, the victim came to rest off the roadwisr deing ejected from his/her machine.
Accidents on snowmobile trails accounted for 25%atlities, while accidents on private lands or
frozen waters accounted for 27%. The location e$é¢fatalities is at odds with the perceptions of
snowmobilers, who see little danger in riding atesor county roads.

The majority of fatalities (61%) involved one snowlile. Multiple snowmobiles were involved in
19% of fatalities and road licensed vehicles (dausks, road graters, snowplows, etc.) were
involved in the final 19% of fatalities. Alcohol wa factor in 55% of the fatalities and excessive
speed in 16% (Nelson et al., 1998).

The rate of fatal accidents has significantly desdi since as clearly document by the DNR Law
Enforcement Division providing detailed accidemnastigation of every fatal snowmobile accident.
During the snow seasons of 1995-96 thru 2002-@3etivere 319 fatal snowmobile accidents, with
an average of 40 per year (Michigan DNR 2009). &R@02-03, the number of fatalities has
substantially declined. For winters 2003-04 throughter 2008-09, there were 146 fatal accidents,
with an average of 24 per year. While there haa bbeprovement, it is important to note that
further reduction and elimination of fatal snowmelaiccidents is the ultimate safety goal.

Based on this current study, two key changes irelaf@rcement activity are apparent over winter
1996-97. First is that there is more visible presesf law enforcement during snowmobiling as a
higher proportion of respondents reporting seeigficer while riding. Second is that there is a
more active presence of officers with more ridemorting being involved in a stop by an officer.

Willingness to Pay for Improvements in Michigan Snavmobile Program

When asked if they were willing to pay more to snwbile in Michigan to receive one of three
selected benefits: longer term leases/permandrgdassements; their own suggested program
improvement; fatality reduction initiatives, the joréty of respondents were not supportive in the
current study (Table 39). Of the three groups oEffies, the strongest support was for longer term
leases/permanent easements.

Table 39. Willingness of Michigan snowmobile tqa@rmit holders to pay more to snowmobile in
Michigan to receive selected benefits.
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Percent

Residents Non-residents All
Program Area Yes No| Undec.| Yes No | Undec. Yes No Undec.
Longer term leases/ | 43.7| 31.1] 25.2 50.3 25.9 23.8 455 2D.7 248
permanent easements
Own suggested 40.6| 36.9] 235 47.3 31.7 21.0 4213 349 229
program initiative
Fatality reduction 24.1 | 45.8/ 30.2 30.0 39.7 30.8 257 441 30.2
initiatives

When asked to consider all potential improvememthé Michigan snowmobile program including
all those above in Table 39, respondents were dsk@dnuch more they would be willing to pay
to snowmobile in Michigan (Table 40). More than 708 re willing to pay at least $5 additional on
an annual basis to snowmobile in Michigan in futgears with more than half willing to pay $10
additional annually. Residents were less willingay more to snowmobile in Michigan than non-
residents.

Table 40. Maximum amount respondent willing to frlagnowmobile in Michigan for alll
snowmobile program improvements.

Percent willing to pay maximum additional amount

$0 | $5 $10 $15| $20 $25 $30 Total
Residents 32.2 161 214 8.0 11.4 43 6.6 100.0
Non-residents 23.9 194 247 9.b 14.1 37 A.7 aLoq.
All 29.9 | 17.0| 22.3 8.4 12.2 4.1 6.1 100.0

Snowmobiler Permit Purchaser Demographics
Of the respondents 2008-09 respondents, 72.8%Mielegan residents and 27.2% were non-
residents. The distribution of Michigan residengsw3.4% from the Southern Lower Peninsula,
15.6% from the Northeastern Lower Peninsula, 14r5% the Northwestern Lower Peninsula,
4.9% from the western UP and 3.7% from the ea&l®xAs in the past study, those from the
northern 2/3 of Michigan are overrepresented irstft@vmobiling population compared to their
proportion of Michigan’s population.

Of the non-residents, 25.7% were from Wisconsinl#2from lllinois, 16.4% from Minnesota,
13.9% from Ohio, 13.7% from Indiana, 3.3% from Psyivania and the remaining 4.9% from the
rest of the states. Of the five top states, foerdiectly adjacent to Michigan and lllinois is kit

40 miles of Michigan.

A minority of respondents had a membership in asmabile related organization with 22.7% of
Michigan residents and 35.6% of non-residents b&mmgvmobile organization members. Across all
respondents, 26.1% were snowmobile organizationlyeesn
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Residents on average had snowmobiled for 27.1 pearson-residents for 26.3 years. For
residents, 7.2% had begun snowmobiling in thefpasiears and 4.8% of non-residents had
started during that same time period. The meanradian age of respondents was in the mid-40s,
with more than half the respondents starting sndwing by their 18' birthday.

Snowmobilers tend to be active in many other outdecreational activities. When asked about
their activities in the past 12 months, more thalf articipated in hunting, open water fishing,
camping, ORV riding and power boating (Table 4liciMyan residents tended to be more likely to
participate in the listed outdoor recreation atiégithan non-residents with the exception of
mountain biking. Activities in which the participat of Michigan residents was substantially
higher (15% or more) than non-residents includedihg, picking wild mushrooms/berries and
canoeing/kayaking.

Table 41. Participation by snowmobile trail perholders in selected outdoor recreational activiine
past 12 months, 2008-09.

Percent

Residents Non-resident All Snowmobilers
Snowmobiling 97 99 98
Hunting 61 38 55
Open water fishing 61 59 61
Camping 55 46 53
ORV riding 55 43 52
Power boating 53 52 53
Wildlife viewing 49 40 a7
Canoeing/ kayaking 40 23 35
Pick wild mushrooms/ berries 38 18 33
Paved trail/ road biking 37 35 37
Ice fishing 31 23 29
Hiking 31 31 31
Mountain biking 19 21 19
Cross country skiing 10 6 9
Horseback riding 8 8 8
Trapping 3 3 3

Open-Ended Comments
In addition to their responses to the questionthersurvey, snowmobilers were also given an
opportunity to provide any additional comments thagl concerning Michigan snowmobiling.
Forty-four percent of the respondents to the gomstire provided such additional comments,
indicating their strong interest and opinions conitg) Michigan snowmobiling. These comments
are provided verbatim with the exception of persshe are named and expletives. They provide
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valuable insight for program managers and law esfoent personnel and are found in Appendix
B. Many focus on the enjoyment of snowmobiling anovide a range of complements about the
Michigan snowmobile trail system and its operatOthers are more critical, providing specific
suggestions for improvement or opposing additiéeed for snowmobiling in Michigan.

CONCLUSION
Michigan snowmobiling has changed considerablyesitscinception in the 1960s, explosive
growth in the 1970s, decline in the 1980s and nehami the 1990s. It is a Michigan outdoor
recreation activity that attracts a major proportd its participants from out of state, bringing
critical tourism dollars to a state with a batteeednomy. Noting the other outdoor recreation
activities that snowmobilers engage in from taldlethere are significant opportunities to market
Michigan on a year round basis to non-resident smaiwers for water-based recreation, trail
activities, camping, hunting, etc. This potentiauhd be greatly enhanced if all snowmobile trail
permits were sold using the RSS, which providesimsgoint of sale data entry capture about those
who participate in Michigan snowmobiling. A bettiata base of snowmobilers would also enhance
the ability of the DNR to better communicate wittoemobilers and to more regularly listen to and
assess snowmobile use, users and economic comtnbtd Michigan's economy.
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Appendix A — Questionnaire and Cover Letters
1. Please complete the following table to desdtileepeople in your household and their involvenient
snowmobiling. If there are no people in a certategory, please write 0 for that category.

# who snowmobiled # who snowmobiled whb have completed
#in household Win2&07-08 Winter 2008-09 a smmbile safety class

Adults 18 or older

Children 12-17

Children 11-
younger

If no one from your household snowmobiled in Michign during Winter 2007-08 or Winter 2008-09, please
skip to Question 7.

2. For each snowmobile your household owns, pleas®lete the table below about last year’s arglytear’s
snowmobiling. Please circle the correct y=yes atomregarding use, trail permits and registratiod la@ sure to fill
in the number of miles each machine was driveniin M

Used in Ml Used in Ml Had 2008 Has 20@urrent  Approx # Ml Approx. # Ml
Model winter winter Mrdil MI Trail Ml miles driven ihes driven so far
year CC 2007-08? 2008-09? Permit? mRemRegistration winter 07-08 winter 08-09

y n y n y ny n y n

y n|y n y n y n_y n
y n|y n y n y n_y n
y n|y n y n y n_y n
y nily n y n y n_y n

3. Please estimate, using the table below, howyrivachigan SNOWMOBILE DAYS you and household
members operated your snowmobile(s) in Michigahwaster and so far this winter. A SNOWMOBILE DAYSI
EACH DAY OR PART OF A DAY ONE SNOWMOBILE WAS OPERAD in Michigan unless it was primarily
used to support other activities like ice fishifgr a region or winter in which your household dat snowmobile,
leave that spot blank. Please add the total daysafch year on the last line, even if it is 0.

38



Region (see map)

MI Snowmobile
Days Last Winter
(2007-08)

MI Snowmobile
Days This Winter
(2008-09)

1 Western UP

2 Eastern UP

3 NWNLP

4 NE NLP

5 Southern LP

Total Snowmobile Days

3a. Did you use any of your snowmobiles to supjperfishing, trapping or some other recreationsiviyg in
winter 2007-08? __yes ___ no ... or winter 2008-09 _yes __ no

4. How many of these TOTAL SNOWMOBILE DAYS from Q&re mostly spent on the Michigan designated
snowmobile trail system (trails marked with oramiggmonds)?

Last winter (2007-08) _ # days

This winter (2008-09) # days
5. How many gallons of gasoline did your househld in all of itssnowmobilesin Michiganduring winter 2007-

08 # gallons and so far this winter 800) # gallons.

6. Of the total MI SNOWMOBILE DAYS last winter aritis winter (last row in Q 3 above), how many wioen
which type of trip?

Type of trip Last Winter (2007-08) So far this vén{2008-09)
Days involving overnight stays away from # days # days
permanent home

Days not involving overnight stays away from # days # days
permanent home but with travel of 100 or

more miles one way to snowmobiling site/area

Days not involving overnight stays and less # days # days

than 100 miles from home

ALL SNOWMOBILING DAYS (should # days # days

equal “Total Days” from last row of Q3)

Now, for your most recentMichigan snowmobiling outing when you stayed overight
away from home_orsnowmobiled more than 100 miles from your permandrhome, please
answer questions 7-13. This outing likely occurreduring winter 2008-09.

7. When did the MOST RECENT outing begin? Month Date Year

8. In which region of the state was it ___ Westelh U__ Eastern UP
__Northwestern LP
primarily focused? (Please check one)

__Northeastern LP uth&a LP

9. How many people from your household #reowd many of your snowmobiles #
were involved during thalOST RECENT outing?

10. How many total snowmobile days were your maehimsed for snowmobiling
(not as support for fishing) during thMOST RECENT outing?
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11. Did the outing involve an overnight stay aweynf your permanent home? __Yes _ No (goto Q 12)

1la. If you stayed overnight away from home, whiBdeyou stay? Please check

all that apply.
Own second home Motel/hotel/rentabgettor cabin
Camped At friend’s/relative’s
Other (please explain )
11b. In total, how many nights did you spend afvayn home on this trip? # nights

12. How much money did your household spend ortitiee trip during thaMOST RECENT outing? Please
complete the table below for spending at home @paration, traveling to and from the snowmobilingaa and in
the area where you rode. If you spent nothing oitean, please leave it blank.

At Home En Route Local Ared
Grocery & convenience store food/drink $ .00 $ 00 $ .ao
Tow vehicle expenses (gasoline, repairs, etc.) | $ 00 $ o0 $ 00
Snowmobile expenses (gasoline, repairs, etc) | $ 00 $ 00 $ 0o
Restaurant and bar meals and drinks NA $ 00| $ 0Q
Sporting goods (bait, fishing tackle, etc.) $ 00 $ 00 $ do
Lodging (motel, rental cabin, etc.) NA $ 00| $ 00
All other items (clothing, souvenirs, etc.) $ 00 $ 00 S 00
13. Whom did these expenditures cover? ___ # froon llousehold + __ # others?

14. What were your household’s MI snowmobiling tethexpenses in the last 12 months in the following
categories? If there were no expenses for a catégdil, leave category blank.

Expense Item Dollars spent in last 12 months
Purchase of snowmobile $

Purchase of snowmobile equipment other  $
than snowmobile (trailer, clothing, etc.)

Snowmobile repair/maintenance $
Insurance on your snowmobile(s) $
Off-season storage costs $

Now, I'd like to ask some questions about Michigasnowmobiling and its management.

15. Please rate the following services/situati@garding the Michigan DNR’s snowmobile program. ldszale of
1to 5, with 5 as very good, 4 as good, Please CIRCLE the appropriate number for each item.
Very Very
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Services/Situations Good Good OK Poor odP _Why your Rating?
Public trail grooming 4 3 2 1

4 3 2 1

DNR snowmobile trail maps

Snowmobile trails

Snowmobile trail sighage

w @ w
o N
- P

N U N

Trailhead parking/staging

Snowmobile law enforcement

5

5

5

5

Public trail design 5
5

5
5

Snowmobile safety education

1
1
1
1

Sl U
wwww
NN N

DNR snowmobile website 5

16. Overall, how satisfied are you with Michigaroamobiling on a scale of 1 (highly dissatisfied)st¢highly
satisfied)? # rating

What is the ONE most important reason for younggt

17. Is the public snowmobile trail system in Michigovercrowded? Yes No

18. Please list the ONE improvement you would rlistto see in the Michigan snowmobile trail system

19. Would you be willing to pay more to snowmobileMichigan to pay for this suggested improvement?

Yes No Undecided

19a. If yes, please check the highedditional amount you would annually
be willing to pay per snowmobile fihris suggested improvement?  $5  $10 _ $15 0 $2

20. It has been proposed that the State of Michégapuire permanent easements or invest in longerleases for
the portions of the designated snowmobile traitesysthat are on private lands if the current owiaeeswilling. It
has also been proposed that such an approach dfmulkkd to expand the current snowmobile tratesysPlease
circle your level of support for each of the folliomy options on a scale of 1-5, with 5 as strongigport, 4 as
moderately support, down to 1 strongly oppose.

Action Strongly | Moderately | Neutral | Moderately| Strongly
Support | Support Oppose Oppose

5 4 3 2 1

—

More long term trail leases held by non-prof
snowmobile organizations/clubs

More long term trail leases held by State of MI 5 4 3 2 1
Permanent trail easements held by non-profit 5 4 3 2 1
snowmobile organizations/clubs

Permanent trail easements held by State of Ml 5 4 3 2 1
Expand the mileage of the designated M 5 4 3 2 1

snowmobile trail system

21. Would you be willing to pay more to snowmohiieMichigan to pay for longer term leases or peremdn
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easements for more of the snowmobile trail system?
Yes No Undecided

21a. If yes, please check the higheddiitional amount you would annually
be willing to pay per snowmobile for long term lesfpermanent easements? _ $5 _ $10 _ $PH__ $

22. Over winter 2007-08, 25 snowmobilers were Hilkiring Michigan snowmobiling. The DNR is considgr
potential ways to reduce fatalitid®lease circle your level of support for each of ttse on a scale of 1 to 5, with 5
strongly support, 4 moderately support, etc.

Fatality Reduction Initiative Strongly Moderately | Neutral | Moderately| Strongly
support | support oppose oppose

Enforced snowmaobile speed limit on all 5 4 3 2 1

public lands, designated trails and waters

Enforced snowmaobile speed limit on all 5 4 3 2 1

designated trails only

Enforced snowmobile speed limit where 5 4 3 2 1

posted on designated trails only

Mandatory safety training for all first year 5 4 3 2 1

snowmobile operators regardless of age

Licensing required of all snowmobile 5 4 3 2 1

operators

Mandatory personal liability insurance for gll 5 4 3 2 1

snowmobile operators

Snowmobile curfew/closed hours on 5 4 3 2 1

designated trail system

More intensive enforcement of existing 5 4 3 2 1

snowmobile regulations

23. Please list any other ideas you have about wageduce fatalities?

24. Would you be willing to pay more to snowmobhiie

Michigan to have fatality reduction initiatives? ____Yes No Undecided
24a. If yes, please check the highedditional amount per snowmobile

you would annually be willing to pay to have fisateduction initiatives? _ $5 _ $10 _ $15 $20

25. In total, considering all potential improveneetd the Michigan snowmobile program discussed afsiuding
the one improvement you would most like to sea@ré&ffto make a more permanent and perhaps largegmdged
snowmobile trail system and fatality reductioniatives, how muckmore in total would you be annually willing to
pay per snowmobile?
__$0 _ $5 _ $10 _ $15 _ $20 _ $25 _ $30
26. How many times during winter 2007-08 in Michigaere you or members of your household checked or
stopped by a law enforcement officer while snowrtiog? _~ #  Winter of 2008-09? #
If you or another household member were stogpezhecked by an enforcement officer one or mionegd,

please check which type of officer(s) was involved.

____ DNR Conservation Officer

___County/City/Other local unit officeefouty
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27. Did you or members of your household see, lmrewot stopped or checked by a law enforcemeiteofivhile
snowmobiling in Michigan during winter 2007-08?7__Yes No
winter 2008-097? Yes No

28. Please rate the level of danger to snowmobilers the following, based on your snowmobiling expnces.
Use a rating scale of 1 to 5, with 5 being extrgnakeingerous, 4 highly dangerous, etc. einde the appropriate
number for each.

Behavior/Situation Extremely | Highly Moderately | Slightly Not
Dangerous | Dangerous | Dangerous | Dangerous| Dangerous

Operation of snowmobile by
person who has been drinking 5 4 3 2 1
but is not legally intoxicated
(0.01-0.07 blood alcohol)

Operation of snowmobile by a
legally intoxicated person 5 4 3 2 1
(0.08 or higher blood alcohol

ol
N
w
N
-

Speed of snowmobile

Driver lacking skill in 5 4 3 2 1
operating machine

Cars/trucks on seasonal roads 5 4 3 2 1
Public trail conditions 5 4 3 2 1
Public trail design 5 4 3 2 1
Other uses of designated

snowmobile trails (e.g. dog 5 4 3 2 1
sledding, cross country skiing)

Snowmobiling on county/state 5 4 3 2 1

road shoulders

29. List other behaviors/situations that you feel extremely/ highly dangerous.

I would like to finish with some general questionsbout you.

30. Please cheddl of the recreation activities in which you partaied during the past 12 months.

___Snowmobiling __ORVriding __Open water fishing __ Hunting
___Camping __Canoeing/kayaking __Power boating orséback riding
__Hiking ___Wildlife viewing __lce fishing __Mouain biking
__Cross country skiing __Paved trail/road bikingPick wild mush./berries __ Trapping

31. What is your 5 digit home zip code? 32. What is your age? years

33. At what age did you begin snowmobiling? years
34. Are you a member of a snowmobiling associatiodlub? _ No __ Yes (please list each organimatio

)
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Please write any other comments you have aboutilyagahrsnowmobiling here.

Please mail the completed questionnaire back tortiee postage paid envelope provided. Thanksdar y
assistance in helping to improve Michigan snowniodil

Dr. Chuck Nelson

131 Natural Resources Building
Michigan State University

East Lansing, M| 48824

(517) 432-0272

Initial Survey Cover Letter

January 15, 2009
Dear Michigan Snowmobile Trail Permit Purchaser:

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DBIR) Michigan State University (MSU)
are cooperating to better understand Michigan snalvle use and users. This research study is
a follow-up to one done a decade ago by MSU fol@N&. Using that baseline information, it
provides the opportunity to track trends in snowitiadp since the late 1990s. You have been
randomly selected as one of the 3,000 trail peponithasers to be sampled from the winter
2007-08 list of almost 225,000 snowmobile trailrpimpurchasers.

The enclosed questionnaire asks about your housshsriowmobiling during last winter (2007-
08) and this winter. It also asks about your mesent snowmobiling outing (most likely this
winter). In addition, it provides the opportunitrfyou to evaluate Michigan’s snowmobile
program, suggest program improvements and enhawoeensobiling safety. Please take the 15-
20 minutes needed to complete the questionnaireraildt back to me in the postage paid
envelope.

Your participation is voluntary. You can withdrawrefuse to answer any question without penalty.
There are no known risks associated with your gagtion in this study. Rather, your participation
in this study will contribute to a better understzng of Michigan snowmobiling and provide
guidance for future program direction.

Your responses will be kept confidential and yoaimme will not be associated with any results.
Your privacy will be protected to the maximum extathowable by law. If you have any questions
about this project at any time, please call Dr. €kNelson, Associate Professor at MSU by phone
(517) 432-0272 or by email aelsonc@msu.edu
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Thanks for helping to better understand and impidiahigan snowmobiling.

Sincerely,

Dr. Chuck Nelson,
Associate Professor
Enc.

Second Mailing Survey Cover Letter to Non-Respondes One Month After First Mailing
February 15, 2009
Dear Michigan Snowmobile Trail Permit Purchaser:

About a month ago | sent you and some other rangleatécted snowmobilers a survey about
your experiences and opinions on Michigan snownmaiMWhile | have received completed
surveys from many others, | have not received ydtimir correspondence has crossed in the
mail, please accept my apologies for contacting wgain. If you have not yet responded, please
do so using the enclosed survey. Your opinionsmapertant. My goal is to be able to accurately
represent the collective views of those who snowtaab Michigan in my report to the DNR.

Let your voice be heard. Please take the 15-20 tesmeeded to complete the survey and then
mail it to me in the postage paid envelope. | wit be contacting you again about this matter.

Your participation is voluntary. You can withdrawrefuse to answer any question without penalty.
There are no known risks associated with your gagtion in this study. Rather, your participation
in this study will contribute to a better understang of Michigan snowmobiling and provide
guidance for future program direction.

Your responses will be kept confidential and yoaimme will not be associated with any results.
Your privacy will be protected to the maximum extathowable by law. If you have any questions
about this project at any time, please contactbuck Nelson, Associate Professor at MSU by
phone (517) 432-0272 or by emailrstisonc@msu.edu

Thanks for helping to better understand and impidighigan snowmobiling.

Sincerely,
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Dr. Chuck Nelson,
Associate Professor

Enc.

Appendix B — Open Ended Comments

Comments:

Although | am glad to be one of the 3000 seleatefilltout this survey, | don’t feel my answers
represent a lot of riders because I've only rodelichigan 1 time in 8 years and for only 1 night.
I just got back into sledding last year (07-08)) sope to be in riding in Michigan more in the
future.

Moneys from the purchase of trail permits shoul@djbig to the local clubs for grooming and
maintenance purposes. The local clubs can handi¢ tnad related issues. Official DNR
“oversight” should be minimal.

| think some riders needed to think more abouttgafe the trail, like stay on the right side of the
trail, especially on curves and hills. All so highd low beams on sleds. | talked to one rider that
did not know his sled had high and low beams.

We enjoy riding in Mich. We hope the state will 6one to provide good trails.

Without looking at the stats | would ask when amstraccidents occurring, is alcohol always
involved or do we just blame it on that becausethie easiest way, when actually lack of respect
for a snowmobile is really the blame. Speed kill&, not having safety training and experience
riding whether drinking or not are the major caotdeath. Have you not heard of the “weekend
warriors” | knew a guy who arrived at his cabinaaded his sled and went for a quick blast, hit a
tree and broke his neck- dead. Not too smart

Keep up the good work. Thanks

I think snowmobiling in the U.P is great! | havdden trails in lower Ml and found the ones
around Grayling-Gaylord very traveled and | dotecfor that. A sidenote- my companion rides
his snowmobile to work in the winter and his 4 wike@ the other months (July)(just kidding!) |
didn’t include his work travel in the questions

Please do not ban 2-stroke engine snowmobiled Agdpbng as they are below the noise
requirements, then they should continue to be enjdgrever! We love Michigdn

Enjoy riding state trails! Keep up the good work!!

Price of gas is up, trail permits are going up apas like everything else keep raising the prices
and the sport will suffer. Some of the business dha hard to reach from the normal trail should
try to make an effort with the DNR to make accesthéere business
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Machines/trails/sport has gotten very “fast”. Nomofor alcohol. Our group does NOT drink
when riding. Only way to stay safe. We've come asrtwo accidents in the last 3 years in WUP.
Both broken legs-both caused by lack of experiaraebies to sport. (No drinking however).
You have a gold mine in the UP-promote it!

I love snowmobiling but | am very concerned abalinig my 5 yr. old because of the number of
jerks riding to fast or drunk. | have already watdione friend die snowmobiling due to some
drunk rider.

Maybe single day pass for trail permit?

Trails are great. Groomer operators are cool. &mestrail signs. Help some of the poor gas
stations at least one pay at the pump. Store clis#&90 pm you break down at night you are
screwed. Over all Michigan is awesome.

Please make trails in Buckley MI 49620

No more fee raises! Not for trail permits, registnas or licensing. Nada, nothing, enough
already.

Really like to snowmobile, hope the trails nevesel up

| am opposed to increasing trail permits and regfisins. This is noa good time in Michigan to

be asking for more money although | understarginigieded. | do believe if you have volunteered
so much as my family, you should have a discoutrsdpermit.

We have some of the best trails and most beauwtifuhtryside which was a factor in our moving
here. We do enjoy the trails. We've had quite a¥&itors come and stay because we are so near
the trail. But on the downside we’'ve had enoughdagzbriences with mr. overzealous DNR that
we usually head for the Wisconsin border. In myngm the young agent that feels a need to
prove himself who seems to be above the law hinselfbigger determent than a bad economy.
This is one of our favorite activities! Thank you.

Why is it that Michigan snowmobile trail permitsst@ut of state snowmobiles the same price as
Michigan residents? | believe in all other useswfnational resources of Michigan, State Parks,
hunting, fishing, etc. out of state or non-residgrdy more other then trail permits and some
states don’t pay a snowmobile registration fee uBhbave to show drivers license to purchase
trail permits. Vendors who sell trail permits gething from the state for selling them so most
vendors all that is needed to purchase a trail pésrthe amount of money for permit.

I enjoy the trail system we have in Northern Em@it However the trail near Cross Village is a
lot of county roads and is dangerous at times. Alsee quite a few intoxicated riders as most of
the stops up here are at bars.

I think over regulation on the trail system maythaur sport. Some sort of safety course or
training may help curb some of the negative probklernth our sport, especially for renters or
these new sledders. Our safety program in UL waudd$ for the young sledders, however the 20
something that drink and break many of the sledtiing are not reached.

I enjoy Michigan snowmobiling. We have a great arténsive trail system. | used to spend all
my time in the lower peninsula near Manistee. | mwetty much ride exclusively in the UP. Less
people, more trails, wider, safer, and more scdmicept for trips to Wyoming the UP is
awesome. We need to just educate and pursue adigre to do the correct thing. People need to
realize that just because one can afford a snoweydimat PWC that does not make them
invincible. Training and education is the key. Tehex no substitute for time spent on the trails
with safe qualified drivers.

Love it! This sport pumps a lot of money into Mighn’s economy. It should be advertised more
out of state to draw more $$ here.
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Considering becoming a member to help or donateevhesually snowmobile

If all of the users were charged to use snowmdhalés, i.e. bikers-hikers-etc. via user fee - &
registration fee — trail permit fees etc. were datdid to trails in permanent fund instead of gen.
fund | feel fees would not have to keep rising.

I have a problem with people using their snowmahi&hout considerations for others property
i.e. stay on trails unless permission is givent Basause tracks are seen does not mean you can
ride there. We all love the sport but if leasescanecelled none of us can ride! | am torn between
wanting things enforced and the ability to affdnd sport — man hours are expensive. | live 100
yards from the Petoskey tail but between fuel, maind permit/registration costs | can only ride
30% as often as | used too! | can only hope whebetedly that the sport does not become over
governed and priced out of most participant’'s meaham happy to see interest in this form but
think the fatality reduction initiative is a grosssappropriation of funds. Thrilling sports have
risks. | make the choice to ride NO ONE ELSE! Letemjoy the sport. If anyone thinks the sport
is too dangerous take up snowshoeing. Don't rida’'Ciurn snowmobiling into a 10 mph
parade!

This is the absolute poorest survey I've ever lzsked to complete. The only reason | took the
time to complete it was to identify some of theaaréhe survey really blew it in. If you even get
10% return you'll be doing super, but that meanglysend the state info to create policy and
make decisions based on a minute fraction of isstal pool. As you can probably surmise
from my comments this survey really upset me bex#usas so poor and will have a large
potential impact. Finally — we sold 2 snowmobiles &railer last year because the state made
noises about raising the trail permits to doublisTas on top of the higher trailer plates and
other discussed fees. We like to snowmobile ané leatra sleds to share/teach friends how to
ride safely but decided 5 was enough vs. 7 (eskhesiace 3 are 2-ups)

Please note that we visit Ml once a year to ridiaéU.P. We live in Northeast Ohio so | was
unable to answer some of your questions from thee@8on. We ride mainly in Western NUP
were as of Feb.*ithey have had 230" snow.

Keeping fire roads and back country open is a kesutcess. We ride these areas for the powder
and safety away from trail riders that are drunkwirof control. Making designated trail routes
thru towns more clear. Keep all loud pipes off plublic roads.

Overall. Sweet. But too short.

We live in the country and ride mostly farm fielélge are planning a trip to the UP at the end of
January. Thank you for the survey.

We need more trails

Our son, age 14, rides our snowmobile on state tb@hthd our house. There are no designated
snowmobile trails there, just snow covered 2-tiaalts. We don’t use the snowmobile anywhere
else.

We need to crack down on loud pipes on sleds thattre trails, that is what is closing trails
across private property. If the people with louggsi are off trail riding that is fine.

It seems that young people get into snowmobilintet knowing how to ride, how sleds
handle, what laws are in place, no safety traiaing no respect for the area surrounding them. A
lot of people do not know north from south or demtn west or how to read a map.
Snowmobiling has been a major part of my life émdnly hobby | have had for over 30 years.
It is a great thing to do to see nature’s splemadine winter and be with friends who enjoy the
same thing.
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In the past few years, | have not used the Michigaihsystem much because | have 2 young
children. This year, we started to use them @ litibre. With each coming year we will continue
to increase our usage. As my children get olderegih riding their own sleds, it would be nice
to be able to get a family discount on trail pesmiEspecially if the prices of permits increases.
Also, | don't think it is fair to require a “trafjermit” for me to ride my girls around on the lake,
or to go ¥ mile down the road to my private propefhe trail permit should be for the trail
period.

Stressing respecting private property will helpngai maintain private property access. Stressing
snowmobile courtesy helps the image of snowmobileng trail permits and registration fees
have increased a lot over the last few years.lbnger keep “guest” sleds current unless I'm sure
they will be used more than 1x a year

| used to be a member of Michigan snowmobiling cluduit because | felt they don't use the
funds to the fullest vale waste to much money dingsa parties and speaker at meetings etc.

I ride off trail most of the time but pay for petsiivhen the trails get beat up from out of
towners. Since | live in Alger county | think | akld not have to pay for trail permits.

Great fun but getting expensive for amount of use!

Snowmobiling is vital to the economics of many hert Michigan communities. As
communities grow, planning needs to incorporatéa®for snowmobiles’ through congested
cities. I live in the city of Traverse City, but\yeno legal way of driving my sled from my house
to a trail system off road which allows shouldew#l. | would snowmobile more if | could
simply drive from my house to a trail system (oh@/miles away). | am passionate about
snowmobiling safety. My father struck a tree and widled 2/13/2006 in Crawford county. He
was not drunk, but speed may have been a factowaddedriving a brand new snowmobile which
he was not used to driving yet. Education shouttliste info regarding diff. riding experience
with diff equipment. Get used to our new sled befoushing the limits.

The biggest problem | see is riders traveling oangrside of trail. As out leader | see this often
and have to correct for their failures. | see (B)ypung riders on private property on loud
machines which give all snowmobilers a bad nameti@bof noise would help snowmobilers
image

This should not be against the law 200’ off tréflee diagram on 108) See no. 23. When sleds
stop on turns other have to go around them intomng traffic blind by the curve.

I love to snowmobile in the UP because of the dpaihsystem with longer uninterrupted
stretches and way fewer riders to contend with.nMaincerns are fueling stations are closing all
over and its hard to plan out routes as a residin®in the LP is okay, but trails are too broken-
up and not convenient to ride in some areas lilksdn and around Indian River or Petoskey
which prohibits snowmobiles completely.

I love to pleasure ride and greatly appreciatg@ll do to keep our trails open and nice. | can't
stand to see the hotshots who go up there witmdenstanding of what a privilege those trails
are. | hope to sled till 'm dead. It inspires asste retired people still enjoying the sport.
Thank you!

We’'re new to snowmobiling, so we go slow. Some peegp way to fast (to us). We feel they
can't possibly navigate at those speeds. Maybérthpyst confident or know the trail well. An
officer available to help at a booth, etc wouldhleépful and out in sigh to prevent hi-speed or
drinking. An officer’s presence simply reduces danogs behavior.

I’'m not willing to pay more for sled permits unéiveryone who uses the trails start contributing
(horseback riders, bikers, hikers) | am tired @f tinancial burden being placed on certain user
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groups while other pay nothing. | would supporystem that requires that everyone who uses
public owned land, trails or facilities to purchasase permit. This permit should have to be
displayed when riding a bike, sled or just pickimgshrooms.

Safety is my biggest concern. Too many 15-40 y&hgoys that get too aggressive. We'll be
back snowmobiling in Michigan, we have a cabin @oaple lakes in UP, but our little girls and
other vacations made it tough this year

I loved riding during the week. The weekends amb@ng so crowded with riders, it is not fun
to ride on weekends anymore.

Some grooming problems. Would pay more for mor@gniag. Pay groomer drivers min wage.
Ticket (riders) that take a “break” on trail andoeded traffic, very dangerous.

I love to snowmobile in the upper peninsula of Mietm as they have the best trails anywhere. |
ride with friend “uppers” who no the trails. | uslydeel safe on Ml trails compared to WI. They
are wider. Could use better signs however.

I live in Grayling (Crawford County) over the lgsto 3 years. They have done a really great job
maintaining the trails around Grayling.

It has improved greatly over the past 15 yearsesirstarted riding in MI. Continue to expand
trails, and keep them smooth and | will keep comi&. If you put on a speed limit | will be
quite disappointed. Guys that get killed are gdhebad riders with to much machine. Or they
are drunk. | like to drive fast, but safe and | ‘dainink-ride. Please don’'t punish me for someone
else’s poor judgment by imposing speed limits dimyth That is the main reason | do not ride
extensively in Minnesota.

| feel that the state has come a long way on impgpthe trail system. Grooming is the number
one way to improve more people riding and lowethngydangers of riding. Over enforcement
and high prices would discourage me from ridingnash as we do. Most fatalities come from
somebody who has never rode a sled and goes oligsda 200 mile an hour machines gets
drunk and hits a tree. More safety guidelines fibners.

| enjoy using southern snowmobile trails in Mictedf up the good work.

Too expensive & too many laws the more laws thefias

Would like to see trails going through the VillagieRoscommon

I know of 4 people who were killed or seriouslyurgd by snowmobiles. 3 of the 4 had been
drinking heavily. My order of importance are 1.dannking 2. should have a good driving record
3. have skills to operate 4. speed Stop focusinst@pping good people, doing the right things
and enforce the®13 1™

| have to pay for trail permit where we live inrfi@ang country. Trail is over 30 miles from home
don’t mind to pay for them when we go to U.P buitas to high for what you get out of them.
$50.00 a year to ride in hay field cannot justifgtt When we go to U.P. trails are not groomed
we don't ride them anyway to fast & stugidople! On them cannot see where 25.00 permit is
going but to somebody’s pocket?

We are all worried that our snowmobile dollars moebeing stolen by other state of Michigan
departments. If | was sure all my money was onlpdpesed for snowmobile uses, | would be
willing to pay more.

My trip to Michigan was most likely a one-time exigace. | very much enjoyed it but the time
and distance to get there will most likely be @phtbitive in the future.

| would love to see the Sheriff outside the popblars/restaurants on a Saturday afternoon
checking those riders coming out about to get eir gleds
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With the very, very, very BAD economy we need tduee the permit fees to $5.00 to help out
Mich. Residents.

Please keep dog sledders off the trail, very dangesituation. | have first hand experience with
this and seems as though they do not respect nstlevegh we pay for the trails and they do not.
Trails & trail conditions have greatly improvedyiaars, keep up the good work and try to get the
trail done by the Chassell area.

Thank you for great trails

My friends and family and I try to ride safe andasstnWe may consume alcohol and ride but we
all know how to be smart about it! If you stoppedli together it would take away from the have
fun and loosen up part of it. We are always gombdve bad eggs out there. Let’s try to make us
more aware and to look out for the bad eggs. Myilfegnfriends show our kids how to ride safe
and be aware of the bad eggs all 12 months ofd¢he Yhis is where | would like to see some of
our money go. You can’t stop it, so show people ook out for it. Thank you

L.P. trails are too narrow & people drive too f&ghey don’t stay on their side of the trail

Thank you!

I think that limiting horsepower (cc’s) would helphe newer machines are too fast, too big, etc.
Trail fees should be based on cc’s. Those 600 arshauld pay more

The two major issues on the trails today are shdttsstuds and sleds with big engines. This is a
recipe for disaster for young people with limitédimg experience. Combine that with alcohol
and you've got real problems. Studs should be weithon all Mich trails and sleds should be no
larger than 700-750 cc. Studs tear up trails ankemaore work for the groomer. Sleds with studs
and large engines should be limited to drag staip$race tracks only.

It is the greatest revenue draw to northern Midth thie UP that we have in winter. Maybe all
year?

Snowmobiling is a very expensive sport! If they ediord a 8,000 sled — 4X4 pickup-trailer then
they can afford to pay for their own trail groomiagpublic trails?

Getting very expensive to snowmobile!

I would love to see improvements for all who anrgoired in snowmobile or ATV riding. But
please DON NOT limit me because of a few dumb pedgiave no problem following to rules,
and | DO NOT live in a community country for vergayl reasons.

Let it snow

The higher cost of the permit the less people smtwmobile with the economy as bad as it is &
will be for a while

You have a good safe program. | love it and so dogkids.

I love snowmobiling in Michigan, if weather and theonomy would cooperate, then | would go
every weekend somewhere! Arctic Cat rider, GO GREGN WHITE!

I would like to speak on behalf of my brother. ldeaih advocate of continued improvement of our
trail systems. He frequently discusses his williegmto pay more (higher) trail fees for improved
trails.

The trail system in Michigan needs some work tjaage at intersections is terrible most signs
are hand written with market and it is all warn. &ffe also need more maps on bulliten boards at
key intersections. More trail numbered markers diachonds.

We have had 2 great seasons for riding (currenpasous yr) the UP has excellent signage,
trail conditions, accommodations etc. The lowerihgwoved greatly but could still use a little
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more work (move trail markers, expand trails) —weehad lots of fun and continue to be great
supporters. Thanks you!!

MI trails have improved in recent years. Need cstesit quality grooming from area to area

I love snowmobiling!! Lot of fun for friends andrfaly.

I am flying home to Ml just to go snowmobiling froRhorida in March because the trails in Ml
are great. Happy snowmobiling and stay s&fe!

Please let this information help you, but not iusg) the snowmobiler.. and or limit even more
riding areas...

I snowmobile in Michigan 1 week a year. | woulddito see a trail permit for 7 days or less for
around $10.00. Why should | have to pay for a $2p€rmit for a few days out of the year. It
gets expensive to put trail permits on multiplelsléor just a short weekend.

The cost of trail permits is already high. Fortus already $75 plus gas and food. | am not happy
that the price is already going to go up. It isngpiio get to the point that people just wont uge th
trail system.

| am opposed to public monies being used to sugmadvmobiling. The only beneficiaries are a
small number of supporting business NOT the germperialic. Excuse me, the other beneficiaries
are the governmental entities that use the moaoistay employed.

I am not willing to pay more for snowmobiling besad feel the charges are high enough and
there is plenty of waste! Just as we are requrdive within our budget or pay the penalties, the
government should have to do the same. Get rideoiviaste and maybe I'd be willing to pay
more!

| feel there should be other means to “raise” mefie snowmobiles other than permits and
registrations — such as lottery, raffles etc aep#porting events. Share the wealth. Also, that th
governor doesn'’t use the snowmobilers’ money tbdadi“other” Michigan departments that
HAVE NOT raised, saved or budgeted their own depant.

Need more money for grooming and operators nebd fmaid on regular dates, to clubs

The biggest danger is not being able to see anngingomachine or oncoming machine is in
wrong lane.

Better indicators on trail signs. When you cometoud “T” intersection on the trail; the sign
should indicate the direction NESW of travel, tlexttown in that direction, the mileage to that
town. What good is a sign out in the middle of vidmows where, if it doesn’t tell/give some vital
information?

Should have a lifetime registration and trail perfoi M| residents

Michigan snowmobiling is the absolute best! Traile awesome, scenery spectacular and plenty
of opportunities to stop for food and gas. Keephggood work!

Overall very pleased with trails. Blind corners di¢e be cleaned up (trees cut down or trimmed
up). Have random stops to check if snowmobilersdanek maybe around the bars. Have gas
stations post hours on maps. Have crossroads mark#dils better. Rode trails by South
Branch, they had warming stations. Maybe have wagrstations on trails north of Luzerne. Law
enforcement could do trail permit and registratibeck, also random alcohol checks.

I am an active member with Les Cheneaux Club. TR&[Does a great job with the clubs but
there is always room for improvement. We volunteany hours of hard work to sign, brush and
maintain trails. The DNR could help us in many wayget the job done better.

Your format sucks. It’s difficult to fill out.
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Trails need to be marked & groomed better. Michsiénts should not be required trail permits
within a set mile radius of residence. Out of stafees for permits should be more (they will still
come). DNR should have better equipped emergendgpegnt etc. Frozen lake driving should
be ban for all sleds. Higher cc engine sleds shoostl more to register & for trail permit. We
gave up sledding because of too many high-speeer tihe influence drivers on the trail.
Relocated north on 20 acres & sled our own propamty. Planted new trees along roadside last
year to have sledders ride over them & kill therno@luck!
Don't ask again not interested! Too much info pttovide. You should simplify this
guestionnaire!!!
I've noticed a marked increase in groomers andrmgiog activity, but on busy weekend the trails
are shot by mid afternoon on Saturday. | realizestifety concerns of groomers being out on
busy days, but our riding is usually over by 3 pmSaturday because of terrible trail conditions
and even Sundays can be tough if they don’t higtbemers hard late Sat nite/early Sun am.
Thanks.
| apologize for losing your first questionnaire
The DEQ and the DNR need to quit fighting each oih@rder to finish new trails & get
snowmobiles off the shoulders of co. roads. Thslieen a problem on the Silver Creek Trail
from Black Lake to Millersburg. Getting this traibne would keep snowmobiles off 8.5 miles of
co. roads. This trail could have been in serviecefe years now if the DEQ & DNR were not
having a power struggle
Should not need trail permit for fishing
Grading and conditioning of the trails before freep would greatly improve them during the
season. All new snowmobiles should be requiredate 4 cycle engine to reduce pollution
Our cabin between Oscoda & Glennie is very clogbedrails. We enjoy them very much. More
restaurant signage and details on how to get tmésses off the trail needed. Thanks!
Drunk people after 12 am are not dangerous to mél be off the trails
| feel this is nothing more than a feeler for iragimg the trail permit. Trail permit should only be
needed for those using a trail that is groomedvd@tier permit system would be best. One
permit for us who use our machine to get to lakegi$hing and another permit for those who
with to snowmobile on expensive groomed trails. W@ use our machines for fishing should
only pay a smaller amount for law enforcement ootdl the expense of grooming trails
Coming back to Michigan this year to x-country Sdhanks!
It is good to see others concerned about ourdyatems.
Money is tight — we went to Ml twice a year untiysled was stolen from Calumet — Bad taste!
Got it back weeks later — now stay in a differamiga Not a good time to charge more!!
This has been the best year for snow depth sddat.have not gone much because of other
expenses. Winter is my time of year. Very enjoybableank you Chuck
I have mostly great memories of snowmobiling in Mjahe trails, the people and hospitality.
The bad experiences have all come from DNR & Isbakiffs. | have yet to get a ticket but when
treated poorly by officers for no real reason @r ldck to provide help when needed leaves a bad
taste for that area. | don’t often see people algusie right to snowmobile nor do myself or my
kin. This is a sport for fun & when | get pulledemevery time | see an officer it takes some of
the fun out of it. I've only been pulled over ircar a few times in the last 10 years so why so
frequent on a snowmobile unless its to try & cdli@venue or prove bordem are same with DNR
& boats. If it's the money raise the trail permitr&g. & find something more useful for the
officers to do.
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I think we need more signs for precautionary reasBigger sighs and more of them. | once ran
out of gas because there was no sign telling meenmoeturn off for gas. Thank you, | hope this
helps.

Glad to see this study asking for input. Howeveavas a little lengthy

Let it snow! Lots of fun, great trail systems needre in my area.

Grooming trails at night, versus the day improvesibility of groomers lights. Trail by
Michigamme (UP) need to be re-route. Poorly groo&edo many hills following power lines
(Impossible to groom effectively)

Michigan is a great place to snowmobile. But, | fBemore riders use snowmobiles it is getting
more dangerous, The new snowmobiles handle bettea® very fast, perhaps too fast for
younger riders. | feel these younger riders orefastachines are making the trails much more
dangerous. | wish | had an answer to fix this pgohlbut | think a speed limit is too hard and
expensive to enforce, and would only have mininfi@ct. | used to average 1,500 miles a year
snowmobiling but have recently cut back becaudaisfreason.

Good survey. Sorry if it's sloppy.

| was extremely concerned last year when | readisaiple proposal by Michigan Snowmobile
Association to raise registration fees to $30 mar($90 for 3 years), and a substantial increase
in annual permits. (Can’t remember the number)s Would stop myself & family from
snowmobiling, as we could not afford it. I'm sutevould affect other families as well. Retirees
(like us), and low income families. It would sigodntly reduce the number of snowmobilers.
We need to change the way we receive our fundihg.ONR has to much much control over
everything. It makes it very difficult to operatéd@n you don’t have funding to run your
equipment.

Snowmobiling in Michigan is a great sport. Traite &ept in great shape. However it takes a few
to ruin it for everyone on the trails. Speed ontthés is a factor that | have seen time & time
again especially during poker runs when driversyhtar get to the next checkpoint and drive like
animals disregarding safety for others on thedrg@iissing on curves, speed and some that do not
know how to run a snowmobile. They just get on &etl

Our trail system is very good, but having to payif@ven if you don’t use it is absurd. With six
snow machines, it get very expensive putting & peximit on them all. One is used solely for
grooming dogsled trails, none of which even todhttail system. Two are used for cutting and
hauling firewood, again never going on the tradteyn. Another is used for scouting hunting
spots, firewood trees, new dog trails, and an egoaskice fishing date. This sled may go on the
trails, but only because we are paying anyway.réhaining two are used on the trails and
buying a permit is justified. We used to ride iKalkaska for lunch and dinner occasionally now
its just too much hassle getting stopped by thepavery time, riding into town for food or fuel
is just not worth one to these registration chet¥s.are already paying road tax on fuel not used
on the roads, buying permits for trails we do re# and getting stopped by law enforcement too
often. Charging more for permits we don’t need ginthg more opportunities to be stopped by
law enforcement may drive us out of the sport.

I think it is wonderful to have a sport the whaderiily can enjoy. | do think that the bike trails in
the state should be open to snowmobiles. | woudd ke to see more trails and more grooming.
The high volume on the trails on the weekend mé#kes very bumpy.

Trail permits cost enough. We only ride once infalevfor shorter trips and since we purchased
our sleds the only really good years we’ve hadde was last year & this year - $25 a sled is
enough
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Private clubs and volunteers really make the difiee. Granholm & DNR were a joke on serious
monetary issues and funding. Lot of administratinee wasted before adequate education of
DNR members was facilitated and if I'm not mistalestrow funds were either mishandled or
withheld. Government personnel or not, this shautlbe tolerated.

The reason | haven't ridden in “09” is I'm a firemand tore my meniscus in my right knee on a
call just before the start of the “08/09” seasomolld love to continue to ride in the UP, when |
ride | have a beer occasionally 2 or 3 per day aneB of 9 hour day. | also don't ride recklessly
but I don’t want speed limits all the time eithlinnesota does this and I'll never go there
because of it. | take 3 or 4 trips per year to upfgesconsin, and the U.P.. My family and | love
the sport. PS. With any sport where you are onehinea, you understand you are taking on a
certain amount of risk, it's inherent with all mo&ports.

| feel that there are many opportunities for gyadihowmobiling in Michigan. Our cabin is in
Indian River, right on the railroad trail. My fami& | mostly play in the fields around the cabin
or perhaps a trip into town to get gas or go tesdaurant. We avoid the main trails, especially on
the weekends, due to overcrowding and people pisggoo fast. It doesn't feel safe.

Do not raise sticker costs during this economy.

The DNR seems to be a big let-down. The officérave talked with have nothing good to say
about snowmobiles/or the sport. What a shame tfeat/ gpeople can ruin it for everyone. DNR
want all the money we have, but do nothing forgpert. When they did groom, the trails they
maintained were the worse ones | rode. | boughplack trailer some year back. | take day trips
from Flint area to Drummond Island, or anywherbétween. Leave my house at 5:00 am, with 2
buddies, drive to our destination unload and riRide 150-300 miles, load up and drive home.
Home before 11 pm. Have done this for years! Lesalsnno hotel cost, and less time from the
family. We divide the truck gas evenly, and | nollsnget lunch bought for me, because my
truck, my trailer. To us, its about the ride! Tladerup in the truck with your best friends, the
snowmobile ride, and the ride home. We try to ssssexuch money as we can, to do what we
love! Sorry it took so long to return! | normallgve 1500 miles by now, this year 400.

Every year | bring 1 or 2 extra sleds (ie 2 peagld 3 or 4 sleds) and | always get a trail sticker
for the extra sleds. If the trail stickers wenttap much, I'd leave the extra sleds on the trailer
(without a sticker) and only use the sled as a lpadkneeded.

Like no place on earth like the UP!!! Go Red Winps!

Snowmobiling is a great family winter activity. laimly snowmobile with my 3 children, my
brother and his 2 children. We have introduced thgreafety courses and safe riding practices. |
hope they can enjoy snowmobiling throughout theed like | have been able to.

It was a great experience.

| feel you do a fantastic job on keeping the trgiigomed, nice and wide. Business owners are
very nice and helpful. Keep up the good work! Thafde all your hard work!

Many people go there to ride in the backcountrgfbtrail. These areas that are open to ride in
could be listed on the maps to help keep peoplperofate or closed land.

Trails are much better since sticker was increés&25 — seems worth it now — Thank you! |
think the biggest reasons for accidents are pewpleng more power than they are responsible or
experienced enough to ride and there is way todwrduaking and riding. My personal motto is |
won't drink and ride, and | will not ride with ange in my group who doesn't do the same.

We usually only get 1 or 2 long weekend trips natftkhe state line. We always see more wild
life than expected to as well as see things we hassed in years past. The one thing that will
eventually stop these trips will be the cost ofsiter pass. | don’t think it should be free butitas
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gets closer to $40/$50 per sled and if gas staitgydack up, it will get harder to justify those
couple long weekends. | will not be doing a tristheason due to a work injury but am planning
on 09-10 season already.

Please keep our trails open!!

Too many youngsters don’t care about the trackey Téar them up with spinning their tracks &
riding too aggressive. We need more permanenstrBilank you for this opportunity to speak
up. We live in Downriver area. But have a seconaéa@abin in Gaylord. We spend 2 out of 3
weekend in winter their snowmobiling.

I have a second home in the Gaylord area and doahasy snowmobiling there. | think there is
a problem between the DNR and groomers in this amghalso equipment maintenance. | know
they get plenty of traffic, but they should be @egul. | have rode in the UP those trails are the
best — Luce County area. Between myself, son &isdaw we have 4 snowmobiles.

Better listings on local clubs to get more involvedrail system

Certain trails in Gaylord MI NEVER got groomed

On question #12, we have a second home, so sonsetimgo not do not snowmobile, when we
are there

We have a great trail system, always get lots ofwsThere should be a snowmobile
endorsement attached to your driver’s license.. dikgcle endorsement.. so a test have to be
taken & passed so some of these yee-haa’'s wil l&aybey the rules, laws & common courtesy.
No endorsement — no ride...

Personal family responsibilities have precludedapgortunity to participate in many
“snowmobile activities” in the last 2 years. We matly ride 1000 to 2000 miles per year, in both
the UP and northern lower Michigan. Many “off sedsloours are devoted to this safety
instruction, | have conducted or participated icldsses this season, and 4 last season. Also
maintain 3 organizations (clubs, council) web sited participate as a board delegate to the MSA
(Mich Snowmobile Assn), officer of regional coungalast president, secretary), active in 2 local
clubs (past president of one, current “trusteed second)

More education should be done by communities wheosvmobiling is important to their
economies relative to: safety violations being eréd, how to travel in their cities, where to park
snowmobiles, hours of operation that are legal twbastitutes a violation in regards to traveling
on the side of a road way (which is the right (Ipgale of the road to travel if there are no gail
on both sides of a road?), there should be onigehs$e required (not a trail permit and a license!)
signage should be improved that indicates wheasdatwful or unlawful to operate a snowmobile,
the only license requirement should cover 3 yeatsee@ermanent like a trailer permit.

| already have to spend too much to ride. Fataldie always going to be part of snowmobiling.
It's the nature of the beast. Riders should keapiind current and changing trail conditions.
Keep in mind that following at safe distance iesdfian leading.

The trails are unsafe to use on weekend (everyonkstit's a race track). The trails are torn up
and not groomed again until Thursday or Fridayttiernext weekend crew. The people who live
here near the trails have to put up with bad traitdl they are groomed for the weekend. They
should be groomed on Sunday or Monday. Speed nedxsenforced. Also, 4-wheel ATV'’s use
the trail and tear them up, but they pay less &othe trail year round. Snowmobile pay almost
twice to use the trails for four months. All ATV@ammobiles and vehicles should pay the same
for trail permits this will bring in the extra mopeeeded. IF ATV and vehicles use the trail in
winter month they should pay the same amount tahesérails and they cause more damage on
the trails.
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Not necessarily directed for snowmobiling, butdtiowing ORV’s in our area during the
summer. Guarantee that 99% of the people that sobilen would purchase ORV and ORV
permits, causing economic growth. Now opening thiesks, would bring a lot of business to
these small town, and provide financial stabilitythere slower months. In the U.P. you can go
town to town all over the state, utilizing the samadls as sleds. Now instead of going thru the
counties to adopt this plan. The state shouldistepd pass the law, helping economic stimulus.
DNR groomers are not knowledgeable about how torgrthe trails. Any monies collected for
such by the DNR should be given to the non-praitivémobile organizations/club because they
do a much better job. Also, any monies collectedkitending leases and/or easements should go
to the snowmobile organizations/clubs. The DNR Bdedvork at developing a better
relationship with the snowmobile organizations/slubhe volunteers and members of such clubs
do most of and better maintenance of the trailb litite or no monetary help from the DNR.
Try to not over-regulate the sport! Try to keepw@adrcost’s (permits) reasonable. Why two
registration, make one (state reg.) permanent.
Would like to be able to ride the road shoulder®itawa County
Snowmobiling in Michigan is a freedom you have xperience. Let’'s keep the government out
of it as much as possible.
Trailhead just north of downtown Newberry (UP E&st$ a great display of a wrecked sled with
a message about speed/staying on your side & canfBIASCAR-ing. Why good: 1) very
impactful, 2) real, 3) hits the problem crowd Mays see the young guys standing there looking
at it, 4) cheap — just an acrylic windowed bow vétfree sled. Just a suggestion. Thanks!
Great sport, needs more support from state andtljgov@rnments, the state might not have the
best interest of the snowmobilers in mind wherihes to permanent trails, snowmobilers are
much more concerned about the environment thaashyears. But hold a common sense
approach.
Out of state snowmobiles should pay more for permit
I do not believe a safety class is necessary tasmodile in Michigan as | have already
participated in one in Wisconsin & have riddendarumber of years. | do support a class for
someone with less than 5 years of riding experiencertainly hope that Michigan does not go
the same way as Wisconsin and raise fees fopasses. If you want people to come & support
local business, there needs to be alternativesdaresl, rather than just raise fees.
Good luck. Would like to see results. Sorry | didmit more time into this.
Don’t mind paying more money if it stays in the gmaobiling fund not general fund! Questions
on speed should be more understandable. DrivingldHollow car driving rules
I would like to see, when u come up to a trail iséetion you sometimes see in a big trail map in
a big stand boxed in and it shows you where yoafren the trail. | have got turned around and
that would have helped.
Not related to snowmobiling, but would like to sseme kind of tie in on snowmobile trails for
ATV usage, and include trail permits to maintaimg dease thru summer months & access to
town for food, lodging. Allow shoulder usage on dads to get to towns & trail connectors
You may call me if you need any additional infoahk you.
We have 15 other snowmobiles from the 1960’s ard’Ewould be nice to be able to purchase
a one-time only registration and trail permit fimtage and classic machines, similar to historic
license plates for cars. Obviously these machinesiat used a lot but at least once a year. Take
the grooming back from the local clubs, it is topensive, and they are not good groomers. Why
furnish them with a tractor and groomer for five yinen pay them money to groom with
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equipment purchased from DNR funds. To put it sinkihd of goofy and very expensive for
marginal quality of work. We need to keep the @snowmobiling down. It is an excellent
family activity, but is getting to expensive for kong families.

#24 need more info to make my decision. Need emesg®cation signs on all trails. Need trails
into Mason County. Need trail from Cadillac to Masi

Michigan overall does a very good job, on my okbs@® 7,000 mi, 500 were in MN. | live in
MN. My concern for the UP is other people doingpgdithings. | wish | had the answer to cure
that. Keep up the good work.

Have had numerous situations/close calls with snolit@rs on/or alongside roads. One came
flying around a corner in the center of the roamyinere to go, he jumped off the machines &
snowmobile crashed (totaled) into my plow. He seediserious injury. | still feel the impact. But
for every dumbbell there are many more responsiti@rs or snowmobilers and ATVers. The
jerks give the sport a crummy reputation. If thegmivto drive like a bat out of h--- it should be
out in the middle of nowhere & que sera sera. Nigpablic trail enjoyed by families, children,
etc.

I would like to see less public & state shouldding. The snowplows always seem to take all of
the snow off the shoulder even though it's a magad of the trail system. On the west side of
MI Allegan Co there is too much trail on public dsave have to ride that are usually bare but
there is plenty of snow on the trail. The trailedé¢o be rerouted.

Keep up the good work

Great sport, # killed small for # of people invaiwehen the trail permit goes to $50.00, I'm
done. It seems the more the permit goes up theMegget. Poor law enforcement, rough trails. If
asked for a permanent lease thru my property Inaillonger let the trail be routed there. Yearly
basis, ok.

Great trail system. Wish they were groomed a Iititere often. Would love to see the gun lake
trail system connected to the Sparta/NW lower syste

It's great, are family spends most of its time baaeking rather than stay on the local trail
system because it can be dangerous for my son’sahd

I’'m a property owner with both systems above

Michigan is a great place to snowmobile. We havaade sure that a few and very few people
don’t destroy it for everyone. Bottom line we nemdre speed and drinking enforcement on our
trails to keep them safe for everyone.

We have a great state with lots of trails but tbleguld be at least 12’ wide & groomed on a
regular basis. Drinking should not be allowed.

I would like to see law enforcement concentratdehnavior they withess, vs. stopping everybody
on the trail.

I have heard rumors about increasing trail fees year. With the economy that is happening
now, you would definitely detour tourists from yaanea and also local people would quit riding.
This would definitely hurt the Iron Range Club. Jhrely on memberships and donations. The
businesses would also suffer. You seem to wardise all fees, while we are in a bad economy
with a lot of people out of work. We have friendsrh Wisconsin that won't ride in the UP now
because of the price of the trail sticker. If yoould like to respond to this, | would be happy to
listen. PS This is why we quit out annual trip tan@da, because they raised the price.

It's a great sport. | wish | had more time to do it
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My wife and | love Michigan and the sport of snowsilimg. Our winters wouldn’t be the same
without this sport. Unfortunately speed and theafsacohol has given our sport a bad name. We
love to ride but spend a lot of our energy watctiorghe unsafe snowmobiler.

Snowmobiling is generally good. People are becoraorgewhat safer. O tolerance is good for
snowmobiling. Parents training children need tarfmee responsible. | would like to see more
money going into the sport. The DNR is a good oizgion, but | think the head of it should be
elected so they would not have to work under peaple appoint them from legislature.

Dr. Nelson, 1) sorry for the delayed response @nithportant survey. | hope your result will be
available for me to read upon completion. 2) liitsafety in total, doesn’t improve dramatically
soon, I'm quitting & will go back to snow skiinglike to ride & love exposing others to the sport
but always have a knot in my stomach from beingceamed we’ll encounter out of control riders
on the next curve. A mandatory, web based traipnogram & personal liability insurance will
help IF backed by a major improvement in the erdorent. My hope for the sport has been
elevated just from your survey. | remain availablassist in whatever capacity you may need,
please don't hesitate to ask. Bust of luck withry@search!

Michigan has a great trail system!

When trail permits started =$5.00 now $20.00 Thas w0 improve grooming and signs. Very
little done where I ride, but now lots of DNR witfeapons stopping sleds looking for tickets. |
have never got one but don't enjoy the experieNcdonger comfortable after stories | have
heard. If it continues | am getting out of it. Igetting too old to mess around with that. It is a
winter sport | enjoy very much, and abide by alésuso | shouldn’t have to feel threatened when
| ride.

Trails cannot be multi used, ORV, Logging. ThelgrBiecome rough. | have never seen a
groomer in my area where is that money going? My aaises gas prices currently as of today
2/20/09 87 octane is $2.14 elsewhere in EUP $2i855ault St. Marie. Road crews clear the
shoulder of the road to gravel thus making it Hardet to gas stations, restaurants etc. without
ruining your carbides. Nothing seems to be neaugindo trail heads without driving 2-3 miles
off trails for gas food. Most towns limit when wleeyou can ride to get these things. Not user
friendly. Trail passes are getting too expensivenvjou have to purchase more than 2. How
about group discounts?

Thanks for the survey. Hopefully the results wélhtrail design.

The Lake County sheriff stopped my group 2 timepfetty things and treated us like serious
criminals. Both times the threatened to througimyail because we questioned them. Each time
someone in our group got 120 tickets. One wasdbcaming to a complete stop. The other was
for riding in the ditch where the snow was betfes.a result | stopped riding near Baldwin &
Irons

Most of our riding is from our home on existingrfaroads & seasonal roads because it's close to
home and there are not any “trails” groomed N. afpl City. When we do trailer away we park
at family/friends homes and ride from there. Uspalé have 20+ sleds with us and have rode all
over the state form here. In 2000 and before we hage in Minnesota and Canada from Grand
Traverse County. Have rode to Muskegon, Alpena,Riitasant. We love to ride and | do not
think we should pay more $ for trail permits fosdeservice on the trails. We have a collection of
snowmobiles containing 20 sleds in my barns. At@%®ach how many would you get legal w/
trail permits. 6 sleds are full blown race sledwll® are collector/antique sleds that | won't put
stickers on.

59



Again, | would like to talk about trails that gadligh private land of township. Those land
owners must be snowmobile friendly and not plowdsodown to pavement. For example, there
is a new trail system just north of Blue Bear tthdt goes to Mancelona, MI. The trail is great
except when it goes through private lands, the tamders plow down to the pavement. In
addition, the trail also goes through part of AmtiCounty before connecting with main trail
system on M-131. The county plows the road thttésdesignated trail down to pavement. We
do not take this trail anymore because of thistaechew trail is not being used heavily because
of this! Someone must notify private-public landrass that have trails not to plow down to
pavement. Lost revenue by snowmobiles avoiding trai

There needs to be more grooming. Especially onvdbekends when the trails are used the most.
Law enforcement & DNR are not visible. We have a#gn the DNR twice in the last 3 seasons
(25 outings). Please feel free to contact us ifwould like to discuss anything. We plan on
retiring to our Antrim County home in several years

Trust of DNR is a big issue, it appears that ofte money collects in user fees & taxes that only
a small percentage comes back to benefit snownmbile

I think if you are not riding on a groomed trail yshould you have to have a trail permit. When
they come out they were to pay for trail groomivigt 4-whellers don’t need an extra permit.
Too much wasteful spending in Gladwin County: gatais, signage, etc. To raise cost of riding
would mean less machines available at my homeuAhome my wife and | own 4, my son
owns 2 — we would not register or permit all maelkinGladwin County has 1 mile of groomed
trail — trail permits should NOT be required toeidnder these conditions. | can’'t express enough
negative feelings concerning the RV/ORV treatmar®iadwin County by the DNR/County law
enforcement.

Too many people out in a bar, doing a lot of dmgkand then get back on the snowmobile trails
with all the other people are riding. Speed andfatdo not mix.

Cabin in Vanderbilt, reduces costs of overnighy/ét@d. Lack of snowmobile days this year due
to other obligations not economy or other events

There is not a reason trails aren’t open to ATgfwjng, summer, fall

Banning of ALL aftermarket exhaust systems shoaldtioongly considered. | know of a number
of key trail segments on private land that havenl@esed due to landowners annoyed by the
inconsiderate use of “pipes”

If a county allows snowmobiles on road right of wathey should have room on shoulder for
travel, so riders do not have to ride in the roadroan uneven surface, such as a bank on the
edge. Overall, my years of enjoying the sport thagys been enjoying what Michigan has to
offer as scenery and the people you meet whileyargahe outdoors. | work outdoors year round
in all types of Michigan’s climates and still amared on how beautiful this state is, no matter
what the season. Thank you!

I ride only on my farm that is why | did not fillub your first questionnaire. Put a limit on H.P we
don’t drive at 100 MPH

The trails up north are excellent. There shoultidemsing for snowmobiling and a required class
to ride. It has taken me a few years to see thgetarof this sport. If you come into a bar or
restaurant and you come in on a snowmobile, tHayald be a 1 drink maximum and no
tolerance if there is a tolerance. More trail msipsuld be added @ trails that split and
emergency phones installed. Most cell phone doatkwp north.

Quieter snowmobiles can only be a good thing.

60



Snowmobiling is a great economic benefit to Miciighlive in the Northern Lower Peninsula
and the expansion of the trail system here has deeal recreational and economic boost.
Without the advocacy of snowmobilers | am convinteat much of Michigan'’s rail trail system
would not exist to the detriment of hikers, wallad bicyclists.

Very enjoyable — how — but if they try to regultde much will hurt the enjoyment — everything
can be dangerous all it takes is common sense thahdan't be regulated.

Need to get out and groom trails. A lot more thaaytdo.

I wish | didn't live so far south of Ml so | coulgkt up and ride more.

Would it be a savings to have local trail orgariaatake over the grooming by hiring area
farmers with their tractors. It seems like a wadtedave these expensive tractors sit around for
most of the year and get used at a time when fargemerally do not use theirs. This could also
be income for area farmers.

Please don't make it cost so much that lower inctam@lies can’t enjoy it. Most family’s have
3-4 or more machines. It cost as much to operatdea machine as a newer one. There are fewer
& fewer things that families can afford to do tdgat The families that do a lot of things together
are usually families whose children are not in ieu

Questions 19 & 19a | cannot think of improvemerdw/éver | would if | had to pay more to use
such a resource.

I love the sport and Michigan is a great placenjoethe outdoors. Anyone with sense can
operate through the trail system safely. | havenlibe accident and | have seen fatalities and near
ones in my years of riding. My family has beennglfor about 50 years. My 79 year old father
stopped going up this year, my aunt rode last §&82 and my mom at 74. My cousin still goes
and depending on who was riding dictated what speettaveled. Even if your averaging 45
mph you can still be safe, but turns and trail ¢comas or intersections demand respect/our
attention. Drugs of any nature give people a sefisentrol that rarely works to their advantage.
A respect for what today’s machines can and canis@lso necessary. Keep the freedom of
snowmobiling. Enforce current laws and speed lifdtscongested areas would be fine.
Unfortunately common sense doesn’t grow on treddatalities will always be a part of the
sport. Don't let a few ruin it for all. Thanks fasking & keep up the good work.

Snowmobiling is more and more expensive. The cioskeds, oil, gas and repairs is all most
riders can handle now. More fees and enforcemdhkwithe sport.

As a resident of Florida for 21 years, | have awmtd to ride snowmobiles in Michigan on an
annual basis. | have passed this passion on tcifdren. | recognize the challenges of making
our sport safer without the hassles of over-regqndadnd the related concern of keeping this
activity affordable. Trail enhancements and safegulations are welcome considerations
provided they do not come at the expense of affledeost and ease of participation. Requisite
classes and exorbitant fees would leave me withitttetime and budget to justify continued
trips to Michigan.

Without groomed trails we would not ride. We muavel to the UP to get good grooming.

Use when snow is poor in MN. Very good experieficails, people, facilities. Will not use this
year due to cost of trail pass. That is, we wdlysh Minnesota. Same for Wisconsin where trail
pass is now $35. While not excessive cost we aftéyuse it for 1-4 days.

I have been snowmobiling for 40 years, along wéttmify & friends. My father of 80 years old &
my mother of 76 years old just returned from the Uy have a ball snowmobiling. We have a
lot of great memories and stories to tell about pgss, & things we have seen in this beautiful
state. It is too bad that a few bad apples hagpad the sport for others. But like with everythin
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else we do in life, there are always those appllEsase do not impose so many laws &
regulations on our sport, for the many of use tis& common sense, respect others on the trail &
love it. Also | have snowmobiled a lot in Canadahie past. There trail system is great. But they
priced themselves right out of most of us being ablafford to go there. Please don't do the
same thing here. | believe that it brings a lotesfenue to our great state.

I moved to the Upper Peninsula Keweenaw Countyadsyago from Wis. The trail system is
awesome. However, Wisconsin does not have trahipgrPlease do not increase permit, stay at
$25.00. Have random checking of alcohol limits azekend Fri-Sun.

I love snowmobiling in Michigan, | just returnecketbther day from riding from home to the
Mackinaw Bridge a 600 mi trip what a beautiful statve need a trail connector from Cadillac to
Houghton Lake somehow. | ride approx. 2500-300@snd year and | think this might open way
more possibilities. My hat off to the thankless filihe volunteers and law enforcement of
snowmobile trails. Thanks for a great year.

Beautiful state, we enjoy our time there

While I love snowmobiling in Michigan

We rarely get a chance to use them. When we dawedyrneed to use the trails.

We come to the UP because of trail conditions (gnag) and no speed limits. Minnesota has
poor grooming and speed limits. We spend $1500-20¢€ar in Ml and if the grooming stops or

| get tickets for speeding we’ll stop coming. | kavlake home in Northern MN and will just go
there instead.

Overall, pleased with my experiences in Mich. &ail the UP are excellent. NW LP trails are
pretty nice. Trails are a little narrow in spotgy&ts crowded on weekends all though this year
was good. Trail permits don't stick very well.

I have loved snowmobiling in Ml since | was a childis a privilege to me. | appreciate the
freedom with snowmobiling. If there were more peoph trails/density, | would go to more
remote areas. | hope that more rules & regulatwasiot coming as the freedom is what | enjoy
most. | don’t care how much money | spend per dalyamly ride 10-15 times per year. If
regulations increase, | would ride less in Ml &tganountains more.

Over all I love Michigan snowmobiling as you cam $&e been doing it a long time. I'm sure
you can see my concerns like trails on roads. Reshb live on these roads get mad because we
drive in their yards or over their banks, but wéie we to do the plows leave no snow. My
carbides are gone & they cost a lot of money. tdripe as respectful as possible on roads and in
the trails and hope | set a good example. Thesttiadm self are just fine. They get bumpy once
in a while, but the groomers are doing the best taa without a doubt. There gets to be so many
sled in one spot it just happens. | don’'t know whearcent of the 25 deaths last year were alcohol
related, but I'm sure it was most. | saw one la&strithat was not and | felt bad about it. It was
purely an accident, maybe a little speed factottddo line is sleds are fun but can be very
dangerous at all times. | can only speak for myaelthe way | ride. Anything can happen at
times but it’s the right time. Hopefully. Anythirgan happen and no one can prevent that.

I will no longer come to Michigan if a speed linstimplemented. The wide, straight, smooth
trails that can be ridden safely at high speedshar@rimary reason that many come to Michigan.
Speed limits in some of the more dangerous areatdvibe ok. There needs to be a trail from
South Range to Chassel! This is a huge gap inferwise excellent trail system, there has to be
a way or many ways this could be accomplished!
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Interesting how the legislature will listen to smoabiles in re: to raising fees. However,
legislature won't even give time to consider insiag park, other trail, fishing or hunting fees. |
spend more money on these sports in re: to supgddcal economies.

Snowmobiling is one of the most fun things | haveraedone. Unfortunately a few bad riders hurt
the sport for the rest of us. This usually is ailtesf drinking. | would hate to see more
restrictions on this sport sue to some people’s thkcommon sense.

Continued increases in fees will result in not gedble to use all 3 sleds & will or could reduce
the # of trips. Law enforcement could benefit frepgnding time at “watering holes” and tralil
heads/staging areas. My observation: more enfonecengeds at later hours 11 pm — 2 am.
Snowmobilers fund their sport. It used to be a $& permit, now $25 — approved by us! For
our trails — no other group supports their actitity way snowmobilers do. We have non-profit
volunteer snow clubs throughout MI and the one dampl hear is “The DNR” overregulating,
dictating how we spend our funds, groom our tréilaking a fun sport into a bureaucratic mess,
trying to “hijack” our trail funds (permits, reggr other purposes.

If the trail permit rate is going up then the trajstem should be groomed every day on the
weekend. Why spend the time and money groomingy8 tihaeiu the week for a small amount of
use. The UP does a better job on the weekendghbdawer.

| feel that snowmobiling in Michigan is good. | wduike to see more family involvement.
Places where children can ride the smaller sletis family on trails. Like the arctic cat kitt kat
on 120s. Types of sleds to help build the Michigaowmobiling crowd. Same way with places
for younger ORV’ers that's what helps keep famitiegether and Michigan growing. My son is 7
years old | currently purchased 1 snowmobile addtlbike and 1 go cart for him with no real
place for him to go out and enjoy them. Se we cazally ride together. By the way I've been
riding motorcycles since | was 4 years old and lihek they didn’t have smaller sleds so | had
to wait till | was eight years old. | think if thgarent is there and the child can ride let thera.rid
At a reduced price of course. Or free, our futuee ¥ in the children.

Michigan weather dictates on how much snowmobilidg personally. The UP of Michigan is 9
times out of 10 better and | only wish it was #ditess crowded in LP. Also, possibly an
adjoining trails system from Michigan to Canada/tchigan to Minnesota would be a fun
family adventure?©

Had best friend die in snowmobile accident in Mdmca. He hit a tree while driving the way he
enjoyed driving. Fast. No program can stop thateline sport, great way to enjoy the outdoors,
family enjoyment in the great state of all it haoffer is wonderful.

My only question is to you. Why would you thinkéép track of miles, only expenses. | think
this survey is ridiculous & unnecessary expenseilliprove nothing.

I would like to see accountability for the monegspon trail permits. DNR seem to have high
administration cost versus the money given to clubs

This is a great place for recreation. Putting nionés and regulations will drive away more
important tourists/revenue. When taking more mamgtyof people’s pockets for
permits/registration, you force them to spend tessther things.

As a groomer operator (volunteer-not paid) | wdikd to see our southern area get it's “fair
share” of money for updating and purchasing newpenent. More dollars to local law
enforcement for new equipment (some of their séedsvery old) and money for patrols. Lastly,
punishments of people who refuse to stay on thie Ti@aank you.

Grooming: groomers should be paid to groom. | khewouldn’t want to volunteer my time to
ride a machine that travels 5 mph for hours. Ikldame counties find funding for them
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(Keweenaw) & their trails are awesome. | think giheomers in Charlevoix County aren't paid,
and there grooming isn’t enough. | think all morf@ym trail permits should be untouchable by
the state, and must go for only snowmobile iniredi Why do semi trailers get to buy a
permanent plate/registration one time and theyupdahe majority of the roads. Snowmobiles
have to renew & pay registration, buy a permit, gatlittle in return.

Making trails wider puts people to work, make moreney for the state, makes trails safer.
There are less kids going. Parents don'’t teachlkar time to teach. Don’t know answer.

What | have heard about or seen with the DNR isithsitoo big, expensive & has too much
power over the natural resources. | believe tlzdtpasses are not needed & the added expense
every year is reducing the number of people thairderested in snowmobiling. Cost of trail
passes have increased, but | have not seen angvarpent in the trails. What is all the money
obtained from 225,000 passes used for. $25 X 225:08b,625,000.00 Most problems that occur
with government people is if you give them more mpthey can always find more things to
spend it on. Lastly, if the DNR continues on thmegath they are on it won't be too long before
snowmobiling will die because of the cost and #srictions.

With kids now, Don’t get out nearly as much asedigo. Wife is a stick in the mud about
enjoying the beautiful winter scenery that is s@se in Hiawatha National Forest areas of
Eastern UP. PS | usually get paid for surveys/madsearch. | would not be opposed to
receiving a small donation in exchange for my time.

It's fun for the whole family. Don’t **** this up v don’t need more rules to have an enjoyable
weekend.

| have a cabin on Pine Acre Rd. off M-65 next te AuSable River. The state trail is a mile N of
my road. No riding along M65. The DNR has stoppedwice last year, full of threats. My Son
23 yr old is not going back to ride as he is sigleets will come. The extra enforcement is
coming it seems because of the problems finisthegrail head at 5 channel dam & 65 (200
yards from my cabin). It seems the state & the Beddighting over something for the past 5
years. They have cleared the area for parkinglbbtaa stopped and now the DNR is in it.

| would like to see the DNR more proactive in theaming process. | seems like it's always
“clubs” or organizations who groom/voluntarily &tt. | spend $50.00 alone between 2 trail
permits this season with is 3-month long!! | hawédeélieve there’s at least 4000 permits bought
and that # could be 8000??? At 4000 that's $100000@0doesn’t cost $100,000 to mark upper
and lower Michigan. Why am | still riding on rougails!

I have been riding for 28 years and pretty muct segll. If you have any questions or
comments or would like to talk in detail, feel frimecontact me.

Does the money from the snowmobile trail permitdgthe state or DNR general fund? My
experience with snowmobiling was started with fartiilat who taught me to ride safely. If
there’s money involved the politicians need to bptkar away. Seems they have sniffed another
bundle of money from the snowmobilers. I'm sickpafying more for stuff that used to be freel!
Snowmobiling is a sport | have loved and enjoyediany years. My hope is that the great trail
system we have in Michigan can be retained, imgt@ared expanded in the years to come.

On I-75 north some of the worst drivers are thoseeling sleds. Weekend snowmobiling can be
very challenging due to the high volume of sleds aleohol. People should exercise caution and
use “mirrors” for seeing what's behind them.

I think DNR should lower price of trail permits foesidents and increase fee non-residents pay. |
seldom ride trails by religiously buy permits. &fé get the least and pay the same. Out-of-staters
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primarily ride trail system and pay the same ag.lldeel | am getting screwed on that. The fine
iS SO steep it is not worth getting caught withooe, so | buy them.

The bottom line is people need to stop drinking driding like fools. Daytime riding and early
evening riding are very safe, it is the people #tay out late drinking and then try to go home
that cause all the problems.

I like out trails but some trails in Eastern Lovget beat up quickly might need it groomed more
and the sides of the road need snow left on thenthéosleds can have some traction/control. The
trails in some spots used to be a little wider.

I do not understand why | need a trail permitdblnot use the trails! | used them last season
because | had to pay.

I'm in favor of an increase in the price of tradrmits. | know the numbers are falling. Those of
use left will have to pick up the slack to save sport. To be honest, if Michigan snowmaobiling
because too restrictive, I'll just quit.

Improve trail maps, conditions & long term leaseensure long term use. The fatalities due to
alcohol occur at night which you cannot controlassl you set up stop/check points for all riders.
Then you begin to infringe on all riders rights d®djin modifying. Just do not see that working.
Nice survey thanks. PS The increase from $25 peomithat ever should on be used for the
snowmobile designations. Do not want to see theig@ahs get their hands on it. Explain where
it will be designated at people will be happy ty patra. We spend a lot of money to ride and
very much enjoy it. Please do not try to over ratgilt and destroy one of the only fun free
sports.

In general, the trail systems in Michigan are prgtiod. | just feel that some of the trails should
be widened. Some corners are so tight that younaedly make the turn with the trail groomer.
Love it!

Up keep on the trails should funded by the traihgits — | hope that this money is used for that
and not spent on other areas — this is a sporntd @siboating) is done only for a short time
(seasonal) and is expensive. Thanks for the oppitytto share my thoughts.

Government taxation on responsible snowmobilegis @hough already. To tax responsible
riders in order to keep those that drink/use excespeed/drive like idiots form hurting
themselves is ridiculous and un-American. Law ezdorent resources are stretched thin enough
combating crime that affects others other thardhebreaking individual. Higher regulation and
taxation would make me consider abandoning thet sglyrdonation of $25/sled every winter to
maintain trails | do not use else risk a tickatidéculous enough. Suspect you liberal academic
types won't be happy until the county sheriff dimg “*****” on my sled, with one hand in my
wallet.

The registrations expire at a convenient time Hierstate. Why not expire at the end of the season
instead of expiring in Sept. (summer). This hasimgtto do with DNR, but the snowmobile
manufactures only warranty the snowmobile for oearywhich is about 600 miles max for me.
(By the time you have snow and the time to ride)dtrip off . If there were no snow to ride, then
what? 0 miles ridden in warranty coverage.

Our family enjoys riding our snowmobiles on our owitderness property. Here we won'’t worry
about the speed of sobriety of others. We canttakéime to enjoy the view.

| can’t stress enough there are far too many avbase we share our trails with the road & that's
fine but you must please get the word out to Miahigounty & state road commissions to not
plow the shoulder so far back. It's not good focMgan snowmobilers.
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Contribute- do not attend meetings. Do volunteerkvito marking & removing trails in SW Ml

A/C private farms & orchards 95% of our trail syate

Pretty good trails around Mio-Oscoda. Could alwass more snow! More frequent grooming
would be nice. More trails whenever possible, me&k drinking.

As a motorcyclist, | used to really hate winteMichigan. | would have moved to a warmer state
but for my wife wanting to be close to her famifiter discovering snowmobiling, | actually
enjoy winter. Michigan has a wonderful trail systdrguess the main thing lacking, is a lack of
riding in Southern Lower Mich. | realize that woudd difficult with very little state land

available.

I live in Ohio. Michigan is a great place to conm@wmobiling & have fun.

We only get to go north once a year for a long weekand always ride near Hale/Oscoda. |
think it is a beautiful area along the AuSable Riaed enjoy my family seeing the river in the
winter. We ride a lot when the weather permits ladtgome in the fields and woods around out
home. It is a good way for kids to become experdnwith their sled, and with supervision |
believe safety can be instilled at an early agenldn a trail, following simple markers like signs
for turns, stop, and intersections promotes thithéur.

This is a great sport & hobby that I've been p&ifoo many years and gives me the opportunity
to enjoy time with my son. For the most part thersg the people involved are very good folks
and safe folks. | would say as a whole even thdhgtspeed has increased over the years speed
hasn't really had any negative concerns on my parbuld like my comment under #15 to be
considered.

I am a snowmobile rider and horse rider the DNRoismy friend nor are they non-biased in their
approach to both. | want the DNR to have far less¢) interaction with snowmobiles. Most
DNR officers are unfortunately ill equipped withopessional skills to be non-biased in their
approach to snowmobiles. The regulating of the strgushould be by local police. ETOH is the
issues, and DNR officers should not be a largegdatie enforcement.

Lower the trail permits back to original $15. Wit good base before you start trail grooming!!
Being from Indiana, | love going to Michigan toeidGreat trail system. | have fun on every trip.
Michigan has made snowmobiling my favorite outdgports event. Thanks.

I love the adventure of going to different townfiké to go wherever the snow is & see different
scenery & towns & “spread the wealth”. | would mrefo ride exclusively in the UP for the
scenery & typically better trail conditions butdttoo far & too expensive to do on a regular
basis. The other biggest factor opposing snowmubik gas prices. It was much more affordable
this year at $2/gallon vs. last year @ $4/gallon.

| think by raising the permit price you will driyeeople out of snowmobiling. We spend a lot of
money now and you want to raise trail permit up%0. How about leaving it at $15 for in state
and $50 for out of state riders.

Southwest lower trails run on too many roads tieafpipwed right down to the asphalt. | make
some trails not able to be ridden when conditidhsoad are perfect. Many areas in the Allegan,
Wayland area also Muskegon trail system are affidayethis. An agreement with the county road
commission to leave some snow on these areas trdor to make a pass with their extendable
blade to create a level bank on the shoulder wallbdv more snowmobiles to access businesses
and connecting trails

The DNR in MI does not have to be belligerentlyewehen pulling over an individual or group!
Treat them with respect!
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If you're going to ask to fill out a survey why naffer a discount to those who fill it out! For the
money spent you would probably get a better respons

MI has a wonderful trail system but if the costofannual trail permit continues to rise, | will
probably stay in northern Wisconsin and not venioie MI.

Love to ride in the UP beautiful country and traifd was guaranteed good snow conditions
from January to March | would not hesitate to pasghpermits for both of our sleds but to pay
for 2 seasonal trail permits for possibly only o@ekend or one trip is to much considering the
price of everything else that is involved. IE trbige food, lodging, fuel. Again love the sport but
it's getting to be a very expensive sport at that!

Have some trails for advanced riders. All in a# thail system in Ml is great (in the UP) the &alil
in the LP need to be wider. The people are frieadigt my experience in Michigan is always
great. | live in Indiana but plan to retire in tie.

| feel most people today can't afford more monaytfail permits. | think it will stop people form
coming to our state.

Awesome winter time activity for the family. Groodh&ails — critical for family enjoyment.

As you can tell by some of my answers | believe the SNR has to much control over our trail
system. | think that they and the MSA should bea¢ddopefully this would keep honesty and
our best interest to maintain and improve snownmadplong after I'm gone.

We haven’t snowmobiled as much as we would likddsefew years, but as our children get
older will get back into it. Hear comments fromaber (other areas in Ml and other states) we
have great trails. The grooming is a huge influemt&vhere people ride — if the trails aren’t
smooth they will go elsewhere.

If an enforced speed limit were to be put in effectsnowmobiling, trail conditions should be a
factor for the limit. Such as highway speeds of®bity speeds of 25 with limits being posted.
While taking in consideration that too low of a egdimit might create more problems than
solving. | believe that automobile speed limits e more appropriate guidelines to follow to
reach a happy medium.

Would love to see more trails throughout the siateelp the local economy.

Some of the questions here seem complicated bgumptising since it was written by the DNR
and MSU. There is not enough space here to elababatut story’s & facts of events told about
DNR'’s involvement in our natural environment andwmobile decision. Where are you coming
from & why do you make the decisions you do????

Don’t snowmobile anymore

We are not big snowmobilers. We would rather kayéke, or mountain bike. We have 3 older
sleds mostly for the kids & to go w/ friends. Welpably won’t use them much as we have lost
2/3 of our income & can't really afford gas.

Thanks to the MSA they work hard and fight for us.

It is sad to go to some of the most popular snowlaapots (Grayling-Gaylord area) (Newberry-
Paradise Area) and pay all the money to travektheride some of the most terrible moguled
trails every weekend. Makes you want to save yocamey and stay home. | really enjoy sledding
with my family but to go 2 hrs away from home apesding a considerable amount of money to
enjoy winter with no grooming gets a little oldexfebout 10 years. Bad thing is | have not seen
any improvement in trail conditions in 10 yrs armwthe state of Ml wants to increase the
amount for trail permits — | already spend at |d£%}1.00 for permits plus registrations. Whose
pocket is this money going in? Sure won’t be faragning.
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I think the best thing that could happen is a oag Wail system. | think a lot of fatalities could

be prevented this way. | do love the sport bue#ds to be respected.

Something need to be done in Munising. These gays@d to groom and do not do their job.
Why can the volunteers take better care of thail $ystem and Muni groomers suck? When the
guy is bragging about it being a business and thiee e groomer runs and the faster it runs the
more he makes. Therefore the higher he keeps #ig the less resistance the faster the machine
moves, the more miles he covers, the more moneydkes! The worse the trails are for those of
us using his system and paying his salary alonlg stiying at his hotels. This guy is a crook.
Truly enjoy Michigan trail system. | would be willj to pay more in trail permits to keep trails
groomed. We got to Indian River because of thetdrath grooming system. The rest of the state
should follow their lead. One other suggestiorar@as where there are numerous trails that
interconnect — consider one way trails.

It's great — | think we need to keep up the trgdtems & police them or a speed limit!

We love to ride and see speed as the biggestfiesaafety. In the past 10 years the use of hand
signals has changed and | think not for the betgrfeeling is that the leader and the final sled
should be the only ones signaling and maybe no imeeplen areas where all the sleds are visible.
I have taken snowmobile safety at least 6x’s mysbkn | was 12 then with nieces and nephews
and now with my wife and kids. Everyone needs ke & | also feel that fees should be reduced
on 2 39 & 4™ snowmobiles. It makes it tough to keep this a fasport. | would not mind
paying more for the first sled. Should be base@ba sled is registered to.

Has almost no negative effect on the environment

I would like to see more local county trails cornteelcto other counties, trail system to the bridge.
Thank you.

I think it's very important for small business inidfligan to make snowmobilers to feel welcome
in their area the UP really need the help.

| really enjoy snowmobiling. | don’t know how mutkvould pay. If | thought the money would
get used in the best interest of snowmaobilers.

Always enjoy the beauty form the snowmobile trail$/1.

$25 trail permits are high enough if they increasewill quit snowmobiling.

It makes me sick that my tax dollars pay for theFDd police to ride & drive in the woods
pulling people over for nothing while a real nubreaking in a cabin or stealing!!! The people
that pay for them to have a job they mess with evtlie people that don’t work or pay taxes go
free! What a waste of my tax dollars. Let the edagyJoe enjoy his little bit of off time.

Michigan currently provides one of the most rewagdsnowmobiling experiences anywhere and
if no changes were made it would still be the Ip¢estes to snowmobile and any
changes/improvement would just be icing on the cake

How are people going to be able to afford snowniadpivhen they raise our trail permits to
$45.00 each on top of gas prices.

It's wrong to charge for permit when trails aremded. Try charging everyone in the stae for state
park sticker if they don’t ever use the parks. Theeryone will know how it feels. Hunting &
Fishing license for those who don’t! Bridge feesm®if you don’t use it! $ for flu shots even if
you don’t get one! The conservation officers irstbdunty (Missaukee) are totally out of control.
Come on up & go in any restaurant to see what eeana doing.

| would like to see this survey also done in conjion with a “snowmobile association/council”.
Many times the question(s) is leading to the opifdesire of the asker or organization asking.
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For example, questions on speed can easily beasdeypocritical as | know that speed (actually
sudden stopping) is extremely dangerous but doarttiuniversal” speed controls in place. It's
made Wisconsin snowmobiling very undesirable! 8muld happily spend the time to fill out a
DNR/MSU AND an MSA/MSU (or whatever university) ande the “comparison” of those
results as a more representative accounting of igachSnowmobiler wants/needs/desires/issues
and potential ideas and solutions to them.

Snowmobiling is in our opinion one of the best hekbin MI. We are lucky to have the great
trails to ride on. With the economy unfortunately haven't been able to be out as much. This
sport has to remain to fuel the economy of Ml.

25 fatalities isn’t so bad, considering that thgarty deserved a Darwin award. Very few of the
deaths were women; primarily young men, charge teghosterone, going too fast with too much
drink and too little judgment. Don’t make the middlged and seniors suffer for the sings of the
screw-ups.

| believe Michigan is a great state to snowmobild found some of these questions subjective &
hard to answer IE the questions about speed -easpatd is determined by conditions &
operator skill level.

We live in Keweenaw County and with all our snow treils here are fantastic! We ride mostly
in Keweenaw & Houghton Counties. Mostly the Westdrhof Michigan. We have not rode as
much as we would have liked the past few yearseaBad some health issues. We are ready to
ride for next year. We never travel to ride aslibst riding is right outside our front door. We
leave from out front yard. The groomed trail isyoIblocks away; the groomer comes by our
house!

Thank you for your interest in this great familym@r sport.

Need more trail access from Lower Western Michigatine trails near White Cloud.

Trails need better visibility in corners to seeamming traffic. Zero tolerance drinking should
mean zero drinks. We never drink anything until@enowmobiling for the day. Law
enforcement should check people after bars. Tsaibsilld all be wide enough to meet oncoming
traffic safely. Trail registration stickers shotid reduced in size or eliminated. Law can check
your registration. Maybe offer a permanent regisirasticker or tab that could be placed on
hood that is not so large and ugly. Something \kehigan trailers.

My wife and | really enjoy it.

As we prepare for retirement, we fear that constgtece increases, associated with our favorite
sport, could make it too costly for us when we@ne fixed income. How about senior discounts
on trail permits?

| believe we should outlaw 2-stroke like in Yelldarse Park. We should all drive 4 strokes.

My friends and | are quite pleased with the trailsecent years, however we feel out of state
riders should be required to pay more for traihpiés.

Glad to see this activity. | have spent over $280 8upporting this activity in Michigan and
brought many friends to area 3 of whom haVh®mes. No injury accidents of myself or any
ride in group | am leading in 37 years.

As you know the economy has less people sleddidglepeople who drive up north and spend
on gas lodging food are just getting along barelyf gou start raising prices for trail permits —
registrations you will put a lot more families aitthis recreation which means less tax money
from gas hotels food and other business’s whichpwil these places out of business witch = less
tax money for the state of Michigan. Please thietoke you raise prices.
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Even though it was a better snowmobiling year #/100. We were a busy family. The price for
everything has gone up considerably for the year Hat to slack off a little especially for the
sport we love the most. When the trail permits gdax 2010. We are not sure if we can afford
the big increase.

| don't like the idea of curfew but | would suppartestriction on riding alone after a certain
hour. Such as 11 or 12 pm. During the prime snowlaaeason its dark by 5:30. Operators
riding during darkness should have a cell phonet&idmap, but after a certain hour they should
be buddied up or home.

Wider trails needed!

Do not raise snowmobile trail permits, please! Ywaking away family time with price of trail
permit & registration increase. | have not seeih itrgprovements when we raise trail permits
$10-15-20-25. With increase to snowmobilers willido profits to business. This will hurt the
state of Mich.

Mich is my ultimate favorite place to ride but pnig of lodging is very high.

Questionnaire is to long!

I think it is good what you're doing about expargltnails and trying to keep people safe and
need more enforcement on alcohol like random chaokpon the trails!

Volunteer trail groomers do a very good job groagréimd are very kind to us/snowmabilers on
the trails especially with letting us pass. Withewt budget cuts in the state, law enforcement
should not always let people off the hook if thegdk the rules but should be given tickets. This
might help not only to support themselves but thepte breaking the law might get the message
to stop breaking the law.

Thanks for doing this! Hopefully the grooming iretdaylord and northern Michigan areas will
continue to be good. Even though I'm leery of tbgagnment in my life the DNR has done a
nice job in its role of grooming. | hope more of mpney from permits and registration will go
to the trails themselves or to the clubs at thalltevel to maintain their trails. Go BLUE!

It is not worth it and the fees are too high foeameek or two weeks of use weekly trail fees or
daily reduced rates. Free snowmobiling for justfisking. My 88 year old father in law can’t
afford to ice fish, snowmobile, regular fish (trasamps) or hunt since licenses have doubled or
more. He is a water front owner and can’'t use &.ddmplains of no trout in Higgins Lake. Too
small of stocking for a 10,000 acre lake. Trail ditions have not kept up with the fee increases.
Grooming machines are not keeping up with trailkawer Mich. The UP Trails are fine.

In the western UP we have large problem with tresipg the sleds are made today with ISO &
HP and long 161’ tracts. They can go anywhere dvierof powder and off threw the woods and
streams there becoming almost as bad as 2/whéxlse aln this area we have large commercial
forest tracts in which our trail systems crosswhtieese power sleds cross our trails at right
angles at high tract speed and create problentler oiders. Trespassing laws in the state are to
liberal. The law should be if it's not posted ojisnclosed for snowmobiling. We are currently
seeing signs posted saying (stay on trail or stemd). We need more law enforcement and speed
limits. Also stronger trespassing laws. | been snowiling all my adult life, | collect and restore
many snowmobiles. | have at the present time 7 smahiles including a 1957 model. | am a big
snowmobile supporter. | am not a big snowmobilepsuter of high speed drinking and driving.
You might consider looking at Wisconsin snowmolgjliaws. We would enjoy seeing families
again on the trails not 18 to 35 year olds at Isigied no respect for anyone’s property,
adolescents!
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There have been improvements in trail systems simecelubs have taken over the trails.
Registration & permit fees money that is colledi@dsnowmobiles & trail permits fees are actual
used for snowmobiling & trails. Increase in fees aot minded as long as we see the money
being used wisely not going to general budget oR@fther programs and clubs are getting
reimbursed in a timely manner for grooming and #&pansion & expenses.

| use my snowmobile for hunting only. Other pedpleny group do the same. We would be very
reluctant to pay higher trail permit fees so offieople could ride hundreds of miles a day on
trails we use very little.

| feel that snowmobile market dealers are sellihgtier safer snowmobile each year. The
problem is people who have never driven a sledrbajo in and by a 700cc or 800cc sled and get
hurt or killed. This in turn gives the real sledgdro was brought up in the sport a bad rap. |
myself have grew up sledding and have owned evedyfeom a 300 cc to a 1200cc race sled and
raced on the MSPRA circuit. There is a lace fot $texds and a place for trail sleds, but the riders
experience tells all. If the buyer is a first tintkey should have to take a course to learn how to
ride safe and be restricted on cc size of thest fled.

After completing your Michigan Snowmobiling Questiaire, | decided to write you this letter
which includes my thoughts. Please understand fieal snowmaobiling is a a family oriented
sport which needs to remain affordable. With theneeny in Michigan being so poor at the
present time, adding any additional cost to thitsis not appropriate or necessary for any
reason. | feel we all need to be courteous to stheall time and even though some people are
more comfortable at higher speeds, this does nanhrfet they are not being cautious and safe.
Keeping this in mind, everyone can still enjoy snmbiling in Michigan at their own pace,

while co-existing with other snow sport enthusia€isrrently all snowmobiles are required to be
registered by the State of Michigan, which renevergthree years. | feel that any snowmobile
older than 25 years should only be registered aga,vintage or historical machine, because
they are ridden so infrequently. This also includese-time purchase of the Michigan Trail
Permit.

Hopefully the cost of trail permits will not incr&amuch past the $25. Five years ago they were
$10. | know there are expenses to keep up the tratlif the cost keep going up you are going to
drive away potential snowmobilers. Is a great wialtgivity which allows people to enjoy
themselves during the winter months. Northern Mjahidepends on the snowmobilers to help
their economy so | hope the trail systems keepitigifor many years in the future.

In our area of NW Michigan, the Manistee-Benzie 8iods did a wonderful job grooming the
trails. | rode with my granddaughter, who is 16 &k the snowmobile safety course (also
taught by the Snowbirds). | did not see any disismws or dangerous situations.

We love snowmobiling in MI. We come from NE-IN tde because there is nowhere to ride at
home. 95% of all snowmobiles are sensible. Dorticgeried away trying to regulate the fools
who don't follow rules anyway.

I know the state doesn’t have any money but thdeats don't have any either! Don't raise
snowmobile costs or | will sell my rarely used maels. Don’t raise our taxes either. Cut your
wasteful spending!

Sorry, haven't sat down. Way to busy little latere@all | have a great time snowmobiling. | am
satisfied with the trail system. But | do not gegb enough.

We ride on private property a lot because traidsreot open in this area. | believe retired railroad
track should be open to snowmobiles and if pos€itits/ use as well.
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It seems trails close because of private propedilpms when locally | think some trash pick up
& other yard work offered would solve the problekiso some snowmobiles crossing onto ski
trails & private property don'’t help.
I think teaching our young at home the responsybif operating a snowmobile safely is the key.
Our kids learned when they watched a total strangge out his new snowmobile on the trail
going too fast, thus ruining his weekend & owinfpssomething that was no longer useful. We
also told the young man he was sharing the trdf wéw riders. Our kids now respect every
curve & straight-a-way with caution.
The reason | snowmobile is to enjoy the woods, sfdkeing hasseled by wardens who are very
rude! If the trail permits increase by 1 cent ydll mot get it from me or 3 others | ride with. The
W] trails are just as nice. Tell your wardens duCoystal Falls to have some respect for others.
The snowmobiling is great, the people are all ftlghBy my group is one of the many groups
that don't like to ride the trail system becauséhef dangers of other, inexperienced riders,
usually of which are seemingly always riding skiglolodon’'t know why, but | think they are the
most rented brand. The only real fun we have ik lbaantry riding, and that is because we get to
explore, and also stay away from the people that #aow how to ride or vast majority of
people that drink and ride their sled on the traitsle they bar-hop from town to town.
Do not use DNR trails. Should not need a trail petongo form motel to camp using camp road.
If you use trails you should pay (user fees). Tisdiok the survey. PS Have older sleds — some
are late 60’'s & 70’s can't afford to register théieed a vintage registration like a old car so |
could take them out at least a couple time a year.
I would like our trail permit money stay out of theneral budget of the state. | would like our
trail permit money stay for the clubs and the gremnnot for Jennifer Granholm.
Snowmobiling in Ml is great. We have a good trgdtem, well market and a overall community
that supports the sport. We lost 25 lives last@easie to the most part stupidity. To much power
and to much beer! Part of snowmobiling is the foeeaf “flying” across the snow and it would
be a shame to take that trill away. | think the twgportant thing to get across is to be
responsible for your actions.
Michigan is such a beautiful place — let's not abiis
The trail permits started out for the trails letiske them that way again. | think it is stupid to
register your sled when you can’t ride it withoutail permit off you own property so | have 8
sleds that are not registered. If | ride myselbtigh the woods 2 miles to the gas station and it
sits there for 15 minutes. It gets checked forstegiion & trail permits every time. One DNR cop
told me to get a newer sled & | wouldn't have thadblem. Nice guy?
We did have one near miss on Drummond Island- apgod riders came from town (new that
they came from a bar) at a high rate of speed dogingle trail and forced 2 of our 7 sleds into
the brush (woods) and they never looked back tdf see were ok (very childless).
What bothers me is seeing people riding way owveir thead and out of control on many
occasions I've had people just miss me on cors, | ride hard and know | am in control
100%. Just too many people out there that arennartrol of their machines.
Michigan has the most wonderful wildlife for snowliling. Expand trail system as much as
possible.
| think this survey is not needed if tax payers mpis being used.
We feel that some of the gas taxes should be @dido the snowmobiling trail. This should
happen before we have to pay for more expensiilgptanits. We buy a lot of gas for
snowmobiling. Also alternate routes for sleds iggimg areas.
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Good system overall. Slow down trail speeds & raisareness of safe driving. We almost got
lost on a trail near Seney that wasn't well mar&guhd changed on the map. The trail from
Grand Marais to Seney is always in bad shape asdsngetter grooming.

Each year gets a little better

Most dangerous is 2-way traffic.

The one time, this year | was stopped by law-emdforent, he was young, | was given a ticket for
improper display of registration, even that ther®tistration was there and legal. The paper
work the state of Ml gives you about placement dassallow for current hood design. My sled
has 3 large vents where they say to put them, mer atfo is given about second location. 85.00
fine. This should be looked into, what other vehicl Ml has to have two license plates to be
operated in MI-cars-no cycles-no boats-no bike-his s a problem

Trails are in great shape last 2 years.

1. Trail permits should be issued differently; Iro& ride several snowmobiles, but | can't ride
them all at once, yet | must buy multiple permiterhaps they should be issued to each rider.
Also, if they must be issued to the sled, make theailable at Sec of State or incorporate into
registration fee. 2. Create a vintage registradidrail permits for sleds > 25 years old; some of
us like to ride an old sled for special occasidma,all the fees exceed the value of the
snowmobiles. Thank you.

We should not be required to buy both trail perraitd registration

Have been riding in Michigan for 9 year went to Mathis year | be back next year. Keep up the
good work.

When trail permit is issued a small hand out shbvgldjiven to riders with trail regulations on it. |
have been pulled over 2X for dumb things that | wager taught. A verbal warning was given
both times, now | know what | did wrong. But it tobeing pulled over to find this out. | am in
the Paradise area and law enforcement is very gomd/ | am always polite to an officer.

You can't legislate common sense. When the metka &bout # of snowmobile deaths they have
knowledge of how many sleds are out on the traith® miles being driven. On the roads they
expect more accidents on major holidays. Just gofihgf the # of fatalities is only ¥ of the
formula of how many sleds driven & miles drivenhink if someone could show the # of sleds
from years ago and miles driven compared to nowrtiks are actually safer now. 7025 miles on
07 sled.

This questionnaire is too long and too precisestoneone to fill out accurately

The biggest concerns | have is the drunk drivingp any people are getting hurt and | rarely
see any law enforcement. Also | feel that statéstrasp the trails in Grayling Ml shouldn’t be
named after someone who killed himself by beingllrand hitting a tree. | have to look at the
sign all year long and personally think it leavdsad message. Would like to see the sign taken
down and that will not promote the drink and driyin Grayling.

Thanks MSU

Enjoy snowmobiling in Mich. Trails are not over wred in the areas | snowmobile. In general,
they are safe!

| would hate to see a rate increase on trail stickes dollars is a lot to pay when | rarely evee u
a public groomed trail. Sometimes | have to usaiatb reach a section of area for riding, but |
have no choice but to purchase a trail stickers Thpretty much a waste for me.

What % of snowmobilers that ride trails are front oustate (e.g. Ohio)? Why do non-Michigan
residents pay the same trail fees as in statePshfaity is our biggest concern-many trails
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visibility on corners is extremely limited-narrowciwinding trails limit safe operation with
approaching traffic- recommend utilizing more semdooads as trails during winter, wider and
better visibility at min expense to maintain.

Snowmobile trails in the Houghton Lake Area arematntained/groomed very well.

Most everyone we encountered on our trip was oipgyaafely & was staying on trails. This is a
very expensive sport to begin with so increasirgg féines and/or # of rules & regulations would
be counterproductive in my opinion.

The price of trail permit is getting too expensive!

Generally the trails we ride are pretty good, waablewberry, & Grayling mostly, club
groomers do as good as they can with the amoumafeit on the trails. When the state takes
over it's a different story. IE Grayling this yeéirst they were so bad it hurt to ride then they
overdid it, last trip up | seen the Gaylord groonggooming at 48* in full sunshine. He was
pulling up the base (do they get paid by the nnédgardless of the conditions?) As with the state
getting involved with leases? No, absolutely naything the state is involved with ends up more
bureaucracy, more fees and less consumer mindeé. the Michigan Snowmobile Assn. is for
an increase in fees. They may be right but I'nreetiand any fee increase takes away from my
riding money so the state may get more money,Hsusmall business that | use on our trips get
less, who needs it more? Good luck.

Great place to spend time with young son.

Awesome snow, great trails — great job marked

It is an expensive sport and | have no desire yonpare to participate. | use older sleds because
of cost. The newer sleds are much easier to ridecantrol. | say this because newer riders can
benefit by riding superior machines. Easier to minfewer accidents. The trails during the
middle of the week are usually in great conditioovided there is enough snow. On the weekend
it is a different story. By the time Sunday comes trails are usually shot. A big concern for me
is in the woods. When the trails deteriorate comgebecomes more difficult. With 2 way traffic

it can be somewhat dicey when it is busy arounchgoBpeaking of town. When you guys
change the trail and it affects home owners thatccaate problems for snowmobilers. Local law
enforcement is directed to tickets as many as plessihis helps with the coffers and to keep
snowmobilers out of town. This bothers me becawsgdy riding from town to town. | will

never spend another dime in Marquette, Ml. If yyuaind step up enforcement | fear the result
will be fewer sledders. More sanctioned races aridtet for those that have a need for speed
would help. Recommend speed posting may help duhtbthe speed @ 55 mph on rail road
grade is disappointing. Riding to Copper Harbor wagnderful experience | will cherish for the
rest of my life. My son enjoys sledding with me drdibpe to continue riding the trails with him
as long as the lords willing.

Trail permit fees pay for groomers but is any mousgd to widen & smooth existing trails.
Trails signs need to be checked in off months,&8egstaurant owners need to help out with
alcohol use. State needs to issue DUI's to soneegid he word might get out about drinking and
driving. Some of the questions about monies speithis sport | cannot answer accurately. | love
to ride and don't keep account of amounts. Wherntheggpermit we ride each & every weekend.
I have seen many accidents in the thousands ofltdee driven, most were alcohol related.
Thanks for taking interest in this great sporhihk most riders would welcome information
about changes or improvements.

Even though we only have 2 in our house hold midom regularly come to our house to
snowmobile. Trail is 1/8 mile from our house. Hayiwo sleds allows friends & family to
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accompany me on trails. The snowmobiling in thetéasUP is fantastic. After thé'time 3 yrs
ago I'm hooked. | have two sleds to take my daugbme time and a friend another. | find most
snowmobilers polite on the trails my biggest featraveling on sharp curves and having an
oncoming sled slide over on my side.
Trails have significantly improved in last year doeadded grooming hours. Concerned with
taking my children & wife on groomed trails duedther operators with limited skill passing us
in trails, and on corners. Suggest to add speatdigns to tight corners, particularly blind
corners.
Lay off the lake racers
Hope to do a lot more in future. Need to be ablas® road shoulders to get to trail.
Would like to see more trails leading into and afutown for gas and food.
We did not snowmobile this winter much just du¢h® cost associated with snowmobiling. It
just does not make sense to me to buy 4 trailesticto go out of town riding one time a winter,
we stayed home an rode on an inland lake to amd fishing spots this winter only. It would be
nice to be able to buy a weekly trail sticker fooat $5.00 per week.
Snowmobile riding is already expensive even if vide locally. This whole questionnaire is
geared toward more laws and restrictions, morediafercement and increased fees. Most people
ride responsible and within their capabilities. Bpert is very good for our local economy. The
majority of non-local riders seem to be groupsainng men. The industry builds fast sleds. This
is a large part of what makes the sport so poplkeep trail fees as low as possible. Some law
enforcement is ok but don't overdo it. Work withvate land owners toward easements. DON'T
over regulate the sport.
Have enjoyed very much.
We need more miles of trails.
1. Speed & acceleration is a huge draw to snownmgpénd to legislate out either would kill the
sport. 2. Safety is best taken care of by eaclvidigial. Don’t turn in front of traffic. Don't go to
fast into a turn. Don't drink and drive. 3. Withutgh times here in Michigan, raising fees will be
a shaky proposition. The most recent increaseihgermits and registration prices has made
more than just a few pretty mad.
Would like to see information on DNR site for fertsi of trails like large hills to climb or what
we used to call sugar bowls where you could spiemel playing around. Signs on trail to tell
distance to gas, food, etc. When you ask how machwould be willing to pay for certain things
on trail keep in mind a lot of people own more tlome sled it adds up fast.
UP was great. Few spots were rough spots. In Ligsagally rough not to well groomed and
DNR seem to harass you a lot during dirt ridesnKinig of just quitting and had one ticket. My
son two every season. This goes on also duringdeason in Luther. They mess with bow
hunters not rifle season?
We have been coming to Mich for the last 10 yeafs.drive 400 miles twice a year. You have
got to be doing a lot of right. I think you groorther trails very well, this last year @
Watersmeet we did hit one trail full of water. Tkiyou need to look into that.
Thank you for surveying the snowmobiling public.
I have been snowmobiling the UP since 1995 andllife one of the best places to ride. Some
years | would say the trails where overcrowded, éae@v the last 2-3 seasons didn’t seem bad at
all. These last 2-3 seasons where some of theabdanhost consistent trail conditions | have
experience in the UP, | believe that more peopeoaty traveling as far as necessary for good
snow conditions because of cost. Its getting morade difficult for the average person to
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afford snowmobiling because of all the increasest (gnowmobile prices, gas, tow vehicle, trail
permits, etc.)

Snowmobiling has changed from an opportunity toteedbeauty of Michigan winter to a thrill
sport. The latter always takes away from any rigla lslose call or being tailgated and passed at a
high rate of speed by others. | fear for my fansilgafety and always ride first to limit their
exposure to a head on accident, depriving theneeihg wildlife. The snowmobile manufactures
are promoting fast machines and ruining snowmagpilims state needs to slow down the sport
and enjoy it more.

Presque Isle, Cheboygan & Montmorency counties nesr@ trails. These areas have beautiful
scenery & should take advantage of ORV trails em@maway/Atlanta/Gaylord area. Plowed
shoulders damage snowmobiles. Road crews do ndttog#ow so low to gravel on roads that
have designated trails. | talk to more & more snobiers who stay away from towns that do
not have easy access to restaurants. Michiganrbastegils. Higher trail permits costs need to be
put to better use. 1. Better trail system in togysanson, Brimley, Rogers City) 2. Lease land
getting to towns of interest for food/gas/lodgeU8lize volunteer patrols & phone #'s for
reckless/intoxicated riders. Everyone has a calhpmow. The trail markers that can be GPS
coordinates in the Gaylord/Grayling/Frederick d@sea good idea.

Michigan cost for recreation are too high. Statekgamping fees Michigan $17.00, Texas
$8.00. We & entire family are leaving/left Michigan

Could use gas stations & more porta johns!!

Need to have no law enforcement on trails notkuistay Saturday to enforce speed and under
control on local system. Although our householdstdeget on trail (Mainly to respond to
accident) we are in business everyday during se&mar 7 day were are told by one or more
snowmobiler hey have be seen of trails. Our Iiegpd comes from SM 4 or more months of
year this under lying problem that keep many pe&pl®a coming back.

It just amazes me that the bureaucrats are trgimgt their money-grubbin’ fingers on the one
money making recreation past-time that communitkesLuther, Wellston & Cadillac depend on
in the economically lean times that the Michigamtet delivers. The proposed increases in trail
permits plus the added expenses of sled registragionly going to deter prospective
participation and are existing sledders. | belithat the current system is a viable/self-sustaining
system and attracts out-of-state money to areasi¢leal the economic boost. To me, it is a shame
that the ignorant legislators only see this vigdenomic juggernaut as a way to balance the
books against the short comings of other fiscaicioes.

Power, aggressive lug tracks do lots of damageatis.tif people who tore up the trail had to pay
as much as | did 10 years ago because the traig\aays in bad shape. 45 mph speed limit on
trails only 3/4" lugs on your track on groomedI#ai

Trailering safety should be considered. Considiéectve reg. tags.

While my snowmobile usage is mainly non-recreafioinaear from my friends that Michigan’s
trail system is excellent at least here in the UP.

| am a safe and courteous operator. If | was taggteeding ticket for a safe blast of speed on a
trail or lake, 1 would be all done. Sell the sled.

| have been riding for a lot of years, the freed@enhave in Michigan has always been special.
While | understand costs have gone up for all emdng for well groomed trails is just one
aspect of riding. The 2 biggest things | have oleis lack of driver education and the thoughts
that you can drink alcohol and ride safely withapd highly advanced snowmobile. | do not
want to lose the freedom to ride responsibly andatovant more rules and regulations etc.
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There is a solution to keeping the few off ourlgraiithout negatively affecting the thousands of
riders that ride safe, smart and secure.

This survey needs to be separated between UP &é Rding is totally different IE snow, trails.
#25 you will never be able to make snowmobilingésaome people are just too stupid. Bottom
line don't waste money, thin the herd. Combine stnaiés into one way.

I’'m against any increase in the cost of snowmogitrsnowmobiling is very important to the
cost and maintenance of machines & gas. | feelhweld be careful not to discourage future
snowmobiles. There are many activities less expertian snowmobiling — including skiing &
golf, ice fishing and the list goes on and on. Nohthose activities have the impact on the
economy like snowmobiling.

It is my experience that trails maintained by clabs always in overall better condition than
those of the DNR

*Engine size restrictions to minors/inexperiencens (Building experience/engine size)

My wife and | love to snowmobile in the MI UP foramy reasons: beautifully groomed trails,
very few sleds thru the weekdays, wide trails, \@gd trail signage, locals are glad for our
business

The more regulations & laws you put on snowmobilimg more people are going to stop riding.
Most people just like to ride have a few drinks sdiomod. Just look at how much snowmobiling
has already dropped off. We did not see % of sndwe®out 2008/09 year as in past years.
No matter how slow I'm going blind curves are t@now when someone else is coming the
other way there is only inches between skis.

Snowmobiling is becoming an expensive sport ovagtiWe thank the private clubs for
grooming the trails so well, the DNR or totally gorment would not be as great. DNR takes
care of some of the ski trails we visit. Clubs lae¢ter. Snowmobiling was more fun when you
could share the road with automobiles, going frarimpA to B or just to gas up was easier.
Towns want your business but they make it hardaibaround town for food and gas.

All funds paid out to the state by snowmobilersiudtidoe spent for the purpose intended. We
should not subsidize law enforcement that is ndicdg¢ed to snowmobiling only. We should not
subsidize other activities of the DNR other thawsthdirectly applicable to the sport of
snowmobiling. Our lawmakers should realize theririal impact snowmaobiling has on northern
Michigan business and the tourist trade. The sndwiling industry is an asset that generates
income many times greater than its cost to the sk other winter sport compares to the
positive value of snowmobiling. Snowmobilers areoagthe healthiest of all sportsmen.

I love MI. Its just 5 hour drive so hard to findng to make it up there.

GroomersKeeping skilled groomers is a must! They needetpaid at least monthly & repair
bills for grooming machines need to be reimburseaédiately. Our club took out a loan
because suppliers cant carry the debt. Ml has amesnup front and should be distributing it
through the season not at the end! Law Enforcethéntvasted man hours for officers to be
waiting for someone to blow thru stop signs. Adohedlags at critical crossings. Add signs
where property owners have complaints. Send theeoff to the bars. Speed Limitbere should
be speed limits in towns and along highly used sqaded by cars, etc.) where snowmobiles
must travel at the edge of these roads. In thesahealimits should be 5 mph lower than posted
for cars. Otherwise no limits.

| strongly feel the DNR are way too stern with sashéheir punishments. Open riding on ice
away from fisherman in my eyes should not haveeggdpimit. Anyone who riders a snowmobile
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knows they are fast and the risk is there, butftdmin a 700 cc machine to go slow. Also | know
for me and my friends night riding is really all we so a curfew sounds crazy!

Region 3 needs more trail access — it becomes amatenore difficult to snowmobile from your
home. Not everyone wants to trailer sleds to &lead. Communities need to clearly mark
snowmobile travel routes through their town. Snowitiag brings lots of business to an area if
they are welcome. Small business always want yaurey however few do anything to
exchange hunters & snowmobilers. Everyone is redquio purchase a trail permit even if you
have little or no access to the trails — Ridingstate property or the sides of a public road should
not require a permit.

Keep up the good work!

I was hit by 2 other riders this year, it was tigtétheir fault. | am now going to avoid “trail

riding” in the future & do more “back country” afidff trail” riding.

If people cared about their life, we would be safd if the drinking stopped life would be better.
Please consider riders that would police trailhwaitGPS and be able to call a law enforcement
hotline. The purpose is to slow down the drunks.

Love the rails to trails — Gaylord to Indian Riv#&¥ould like a well marked way to get from
Manistee area to Gaylord. Had a great time snowingtthis year!!!

Overall | feel Michigan snowmobile trails are grdats a great sport for family and friends.

As important as the snowmobiling dollars are togbenomy of the state of Michigan and local
communities in the snow belts — you would think tihe DNR would be more cooperative with
snowmobile people.

You're doing a great job keep it up.

UP trails are very nice and well maintained.

Too much of our trail permit money is spent on Evforcement and not enough on trail
grooming. Sitting at trail stops watching to seaé come to a complete stop each time and
writing $120 tickets if you don’t. That don’t salrees, it does bring in extra money.

Normally | put about 1500 miles per year. But tygsr (09) we were in Arizona for the month of
March & | missed out on several trips.

There can be several variables to these questass speed can kill if you're stupid. There are
times to go fast & times to go slow. Education stidae required for all first time riders to help
teach common sense. People drinking can be dargértey have had too much. One with
lunch is a stretch, if they drink to get drunk tha problem. | am all for paying a little more to
enjoy our trails, but keep in mind this isn’t tHeeapest sport with the cost of machines, permits,
hotels & let’s not forget the gas. Everything indeaation.

I love the UP

South West needs more drop points along trails

DO not make us buy a separate trail permit! Comhlhtees into the state registration and
mandate all snowmobile registration fees remaid,@rly be used for and by, snowmobilers!!
Thanks

I love this sport, I'm very happy with the trailstgm I'm afraid with this economy snowmobiling
numbers will decline having adverse affect on taill business.

How about a $5.00 five day trail permit. | was atolget away for our annual Drummond Island
run but my tow van broke down, so | didn’t get seumy trail permit last year (enclosed) Are
refunds available if you don’t use them becausenofv conditions or other reasons.
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Our local grooming is poor. We are in the heatigfsnow country. Myself and family travel
outside of our area and find fine grooming witrsleaow with approx. same traffic. Thank you.
Snowmobiling is the one thing I have to look fordiém during the Jan-March period. | cannot
afford to go to warmer areas. | take these “mimtations and enjoy my beautiful state of
Michigan.

Please continue having the snow trails in Mich @epstate, it opens @ whole new outlook of
the beautiful (nature) scenes available in ourtgstzde. Makes you appreciate it more and puts
pride in living in such a beautiful state.

Love it. Don’'t go anywhere else.

I only ride from home.

In an attempt to make snowmobiling more safe inHigjan more education is in my opinion,
needed. | believe renters should have to go thraughss before riding on the trail system. Also,
I had gone to a snow show event once, that hadwarsabile on display that was involved in a
accident causing death. That smashed machine leagoee’s attention and it made people think
a little bit (anyways). | have been riding Michiggails for 15 years and every close call I've had
was people riding too close to center of trail &plke parks in trail at bad locations (corners and
other side of hills). Maybe trail parking areashwgigns would help a little.

The more we ride, the more we slow down. If theskigant to race get them on a track.
Economics — we can't afford to go enjoy this s@mymore. It's too because it's a lot of fun! The
1*' 10 years we went 5-6 times per year, 2,000 + nelesy year! Times change. Thanks!
Hauling snowmobile. 3 snowmobiles on a two plaaédr proper trailer weight enforced. Proper
tie downs. Thin ICE, soft ICE warning or lake trhglates Jan Feb only or maybe the same as ice
shanties dates. Every year someone always droviirstrice Nov or Dec.

State should stop raising trail pass prices, yeud@ucing people to sled on private land only.

It is a great sport, helps pass the winter timelit’s good for the up north economy in the
winter months.

I love the condition of the trails in the UP. Ivi®rth the drive to me | feel it is much safer
because the number of people & trail conditiorevigys much better up there. Keep up the good
work in the UP. The lower needs help.

Only concern is the 90 degree corners in the waoddrail is narrow can’'t always see if there is
someone coming more so during the day becauser# ik someone flying around the corner it
always on the inside and there’s that change bhithem. Otherwise love the scenery and trails
and design.

Need more trails in NELP. Groomer did a great jolab trails rode this year!

Life time member of MSA. | know everyone wants & their hands in the till — if the monies
that everyone paid in would stay there wouldn’ebg money problems. Fuel tax money doesn’t
stay here. | understand we all have operating esggeWe keep paying more and it's never
enough. | know trails & grooming have gotten betsamce trail permits were started — but where
does all the fuel tax money — from snowmobilerew vehicles and so on go.

I am a snowmobile racer, not trail rider per say

| feel that the state receives enough money frarstftowmobile registrations/trail permits to
maintain a very good snowmobile facilities throughitne state if used properly & for
snowmobiling only/not hidden agendas.

It's great and relaxing during the week but dangsron the weekends or holiday time.
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Regarding increased fees, | have the following stments in order to snowmobile. A $10,000
sled, a $7,000 enclosed 4 place trails, and dri§458000 Yukon XL highly influenced by
snowmobiling. We also do considerable riding in @iat where an annual pass is approx. $150
but is worth t because of the highly groomed nosylitails. With this much invested, | am more
than willing to pay more fees as long as they asdwisely. We also pay a lot of gas tax but
doubt we see that money used for snowmobiling.

I usually travel 400 miles to the Western & Centd&@ because of snow conditions and condition
of their great trail grooming. Their scenery is@®tto none.

Over priced for 1-2 day rides w/ poor trail conalits w/ lots of snow, why?

Charge lllinois residents double the amount as @isin residents — we deal with them enough
in Wisconsin let alone Michigan.

Get trail system through Powderhorn. Hundreds acqd to stay but no trails to them. Officer

is a great guy.

1. Increased grooming in high traffic areas 2.esidemits through towns 3. Loud pipes are not
necessary they have to lead to complaints 4. Rlagssticker price to keep groomers going, and
trail rights open 5. Keep the drunks off the tréill believe speed limits on trails would detaur
lot of snowmobilers.

No high powered sleds (over 380 cc) to any one lgih than 3000 miles experience illegal to
sell to anyone without (should be 250cc) but | démnk they make em anymore 380 cc sleds go
70 mph still too d--- fast make everyone hit a @e&5 mph you'll heal and be a lot more careful.
You should have a price for a one time trip onghemits.

If you, (whoever is doing this study) is a seasosmmolvmobiler you should not be considering
make any new laws or added any restriction. Yowlkhialk to the snowmobile clubs and let
them tell you what is needed and not needed.

| think the Mich registration and trail permit ida of $ for such a short season both should be
combined. | have one sled that never goes on grodrags but you still have to have if you use
off private property. People view snowmobile DNR&s police hasseling riders. That should
not be | think that is wrong image. Also speed isagor problem on groomed trails. | fear for my
life on weekends on groomed trails. Seems thatldimiaddressed maybe? We never go to the
UP because of that also. We are not aggressiverdrilzots of people drink and drive that is not
good. I'm not a tea totaler but | know how to imiamtt it is to be sober on snowmobiles and ATV
etc. Thanks for listening.

I am from Pennsylvania and there are 3 other dugisdome to Michigan with me. We have
always had a good time and no trouble with anytkwegvanted to do.

Young people! Need to take up the sport of snowlimahiWeek day trails are good.

Would like to see more restrictions on noise. Iy it provides anything positive to the sport. |
also believe that noise is the largest factorauislip/private land use.

I think it is a fantastic network, very proud o€thast system we have. Great for tourism and
small northern Michigan towns. Overall, the ridisggreat w/ unbelievable scenery. | think you
need to be careful in raising fees, it is an alyeagensive hobby for most people. | think un-
experienced riders are a problem, sleds are wafastdor a beginner to hop on and feel
comfortable then not a windy trail. Educating peoiglthe first step. Keeping the drinks off will
help as well. Glad to see this survey is out. Snohitimg is important to Michigan.

I think it costs too much already to snowmobildithigan now and you want to raise the price.
If the price goes up | will stop snowmobiling. Send a free hat.
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Only a few close calls with my kids learning towdri(crossing rds.) and other vehicle drivers not
giving a ---- about snowmobile drivers!! Out in tbeuntry on gravel rds. Or seasonals
Did not snowmobile in 2008/09 due to surgery.

Stupid people cause problems on the highways, |akessnowmobile trails and you can't fix
stupid. It is up to the rest of us to practice sils and watch for others. Additional trainingda
other safety education would help. I ride a motokeyand the skills training learned in riding
courses have help build better snowmobiling skilé®. Snowmobiling is very veryood for the
poor economy in Michigan.
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