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INTRODUCTION

The Shiawassee River State Game Area (SRSGA) is 9,878 acres of lowland hardwoods, diked
impounded cropland, cropped upland, riverine marsh, and diked managed emergent marsh
located about 10 miles southwest of Saginaw. The game area is located within the Saginaw
River floodplain and lies at the confluence of the Shiawassee River, the North and South
branches of the Bad River, and Wolf, Beaver, Pickerel and Swan Creeks.

SRSGA initial planning and construction efforts began in 1951 with the clearing of trees to allow
for farmed impoundments, the dredging of ditches and placement of pumps and water control
structures to allow for year-round water level manipulation, and the subsequent placement of
over 40 miles of dike. All of this effort was geared towards making the game area, and
neighboring 9,600 acre Shiawassee National Wildlife Refuge, a preeminent migration stopover
for the tens of thousands of Canada geese and puddle and diving ducks that move through the
area each year.

AREA GOALS AND MANAGEMENT EMPHASIS

The primary goals for the SRSGA are to provide essential habitat for migratory and resident
game and non-game wildlife species and to provide recreational opportunities for hunting,
trapping, and wildlife viewing.

The operation of managed waterfowl areas are identified as a high priority action for the
Wildlife Division and meet the following Guiding Principles and Strategies (GPS) goals and
objectives:

Goal 1: Manage for sustainable populations of wildlife species.
Objective 1.1: Manage game populations to provide hunting and trapping opportunities
while maintaining populations in balance with available habitat, land use practices, and
stakeholder values.

Goal 4: Increase public participation, acceptance, and support of hunting and trapping and
increase participation in non-consumptive wildlife-related recreation.
Objective 4.3: Increase the retention rate of hunting and trapping license purchasers by
25%.

Goal 5: Improve communication and engagement with the public regarding wildlife issues.
Objective 5.1: Increase public understanding and awareness of wildlife management
and Division programs.

The operation of these managed waterfowl areas fulfills More Bang for Your Buck criteria of
making Michigan regionally known for a great diversity of waterfowl hunting through the update
of water control structures to better manage State wetlands so hunters can pursue more
waterfowl.

WILDLIFE PRODUCTION AND USE ESTIMATES

Table 1. Wildlife production and use estimates for Shiawassee River State Game Area 2014-2015.



2014 2015
Wildlife Production and Use Pairs/Number Observed  Young Pairs/Number Observed  Young
Ducks 30 150 25 100
Geese 25 110 30 150
Deer (as of Sept. 1) 600 700
Pheasant (as of Sept. 1) 5 20 8 25
Bobwhite quail 2 individuals 0 individuals
Bald Eagle 5 pair 7 pair
Blue Heron 20 pair 15 pair
American bittern 2-4 pair 2-4 pair
Black Tern 2 4

Sandhill crane

River otter

5-7 nesting pair

15-20

5-7 nesting pair

15-20

HABITAT MANAGEMENT

Providing food and cover on upland units continues to be one of the main management

objectives for SRSGA.

Again this year approximately 50 acres of food plots were planted to provide food and cover on
these upland areas. These food plots ranged in size from 2 to 10 acres, were comprised of corn
and soybeans, wheat, and brassica mixes were planted along woodlots and field edges
throughout the area.

The 2015 planting season began on May 7" and all crop plantings were completed by July 5th.
DNR staff planted approximately 200 acres of Japanese millet during the week of June 25" and
another 400 acres of buckwheat immediately following the millet plantings. All small grain
plantings were completed by July 5th™

LAND ACQUISITION
There were no new land acquisitions this year.
AREA MAINTENANCE

e Mowed approximately 30 miles of dikes.

e Removed one section of tube from triangles water control structure and installed new
flood control gate.

e The siphon tube project that was completed in 2013 was determined to have flow
issues; the tube was inspected and found to have a 120 ft constriction. DNR is working
with contractors and DTMB to resolve issues. Staff has met on several occasions with



DTMB and Lansing staff to correct the issues but there are still no resolutions on the
table.

e Manipulated water levels for planting, hunting, and marsh management.

e Distributed 1200 tons of 23a crushed limestone and 700 tons of 4a limestone to dike
tops throughout the area.

e Maintained four handicap hunting blinds.

e Improved 3 parking areas of the handicap blinds by enlarging, dozing, grading and
barricading.

e Closed off two old parking areas and consolidated into one larger parking area.

e Mowed approximately 80 acres of brush with ASV mower in our wetland restoration
areas.

e Installed new entrance gates throughout the area.

e Banded ducks.

e Hired a contractor to mow 8 miles of dike slopes with excavator boom mower.

e Installed two new riser water control structures in Prior rd. refuge marshes, north
middle marsh and southeast marsh units.

e Repaired 2 miles of county road so hunters could access area.

e Aerially sprayed marsh units to help control lily pad and Phragmites growth,
approximately 100 acres.

e Purchased steel sheet piling to help coffer dam during water control repairs.

e Removed and reinstalled the old water control gate at B-2 with a new stub.

e Dredged east side of 6-8 ditch and started dike rebuild process between 6-8 and 9-14
fields.

e Rented a long reach excavator for one month to help complete back-logged projects.

e Josh (wildlife assistant) completed classes and acquired a Class A CDL.

e Vic (wildlife technician) completed pesticide applicators class and is certified in core,
row crop, field pests, aquatic and right of way application.

e Grassland restoration Ryan Rd. - 40 acres (fertilized, planted and sprayed).

e Mowed and replanted 60 acres of grassland restoration Prior Rd. (Habitat grant through
with Saginaw Conservation District).

e Planted 12 acres of upland mix food plot.

e Worked with soil conservation district on restoration of 25 acres of grassland on Taggett
restoration.

e Spot sprayed approximately 10 acres of invasive in various spots throughout area.

e Planted 25 acres of winter wheat for green browse in hunting fields.

e Worked on posting outside edges of game area, approximately 15 miles posted.

EQUIPMENT

Purchased a John Deere 410 backhoe.
Installed fluffy grass seed attachment to no-till grain drill.
Replaced electric pump motor at Rookery.

SPECIAL PROJECTS

In partnership with the Saginaw Conservation District we received a 2015 DNR Habitat Grant
that allowed us to enhance (spray, disc, and re-plant) 185 acres of warm season grass fields.



These fields lie within DNR’s Pheasant Restoration Initiative ‘Pilot Focus Area’ and will improve
pheasant habitat on the area. Additionally, these fields will provide excellent waterfowl and
grassland bird nesting cover.

Upon completion of an application and associated fee, a local beekeeper was again allowed to
place bee hives throughout the area to provide for more effective crop pollination. The bee
keeper reported more honey harvested this year than ever before.

We held a spring open house on May 9th for visitors to tour the area and catch the spring
passerine migration through the area. We had several couples show up that were impressed
with the variety of birds that were utilizing the area; they were also treated to a large fox snake
sunning itself at one of our new water control structures. We also held a fall open house on
October 1°*' to allow everyone to visit and tour the area prior to the general waterfowl season.
Staff highlighted several recently completed projects, namely the Prior Rd. pump station and a
new weir gate water control structure in that replaced the old seven tubes structure in the
flooded woods unit. The tour ended just at sunset with a continuous stream of ducks overhead
heading back into the SRSGA refuge units.

The Shiawassee Flats Citizen Hunters Association (SFCHA) sponsored a youth event day on
September 12™. The event was well received with staff from the area attending and
participating. The event included dog retrieval demonstrations, duck identification, waterfowl|
banding demonstration and a barbecue to wrap up the event. SFCHA acquired items from
sponsors to hand out to each youth such as duck calls and decoys, every youth also received a t-

shirt.

Jeremiah Heise gave presentations at the Saginaw Field and Stream to inform hunters about
deer management in deer management units (DMUs) 009, 073, and 273, as well as the types of
wetland management that occur on SRSGA.

9. RECREATIONAL AND EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Table 2. Number of user trips and harvest numbers for recreational consumptive activities at

Shiawassee State Gamer Area 2011-2015.

User Trips Harvest
Activity 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Waterfowl 6,430 6,129 5,427 5,605 6,695 9,191 7,766 7,757 8,079 6,950
Deer Hunting 4,044 2,764 989 1,304 * 89 43 41 58 *
Trapping
Muskrat 4,181 4,118 4,095 2,268 *
Beaver 18 18 23 1
Raccoon 71 143 107 129 *
Fox 0 0 0 0 *
Mink 34 25 29 12 *
Opossum 3 0 7 10 *
Otter 0 3 1 2 *
Coyote 0 1 0 2 *
Woodchuck 2 *




The asterisk * indicates that all hunting and trapping reports are not in.
A deer hunter survey will be completed early in 2016 to obtain those harvest and participation numbers.
Trapping seasons remain open through March 1% this table will be updated with harvest numbers at that time.

10.
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CROPLAND, MARSH AND WATER LEVEL MANAGEMENT

Crop (Corn, Soybeans, Millett and Buckwheat) planting by sharecroppers started on May 7" and
was completed by May 22", Crops got off to a good start but rains in mid-May slowed crop
growth in all fields. In some areas that were poorly tiled it significantly hurt the row crops. After
the May rains crops matured well and 75% of the fields had crops that provided good cover and
food source for harvest and wildlife. Earlier planting dates and fairly dry fall provide for good
harvest conditions and all sharecroppers’ shares in the bottomlands were completed by October
2nd.

Approximately 400 acres of buckwheat were planted in early July by Department of Natural
Resources, Wildlife Division staff. The buckwheat grew well in all units. Staff also planted millet,
which provides an excellent food source for migrating waterfowl. Wildlife Division staff tried this
year for the second year in a row planted 120 feet of buckwheat on the west end of zone 55-60
and 15 feet wide strips on each side of the hunting zones in the 30’s field. These plantings did
well and provided additional small grains after harvest. Staff here also planted approximately 10
acres of small grains in the northwest corner of 1-5 that also grew well and provided for
additional food for migrating waterfowl.

Field 6-8 planting regime was changed this year to provide us with a moist soils type food
source. Corn was planted in L shapes instead of the traditional strip. Small strips of millet were
planted and decoy openings were mowed to provide openings to place decoys. This is a 3-year
experiment for this field. Overall hunters liked the layout of the field but are not quite sold on
the moist soils strategy. Duck harvest from the unit was slightly above the long term average.

The flooded woods unit (zones 77-117) provided average hunting opportunities this year. The
radial gates were closed on September 1* and full pool was reached in about 7 days. Smartweed
covered the area and provided an excellent natural food source throughout the season.

Flooding conditions were delayed in the Prior rd. fields due to the collapsed siphon tube. The
fields on the north end were flooded as soon as possible by the end of October all fields were
flooded up to the ears of corn. Due to the warm weather birds didn’t work the fields well after
the end of the regular waterfowl season there was food left over. We left the fields flooded for
the late split and most of the fields were eaten out at the end of the late season.

WATERFOWL HUNTING SEASON

A. Introduction

In 2015, there were a total of 6,695 (up over 1,000) hunter trips for the waterfowl! season and
hunters harvested an average of 1.1 (down from 1.4) birds per trip. Permits were required to be
returned either in person, by email, fax or regular mail, the kiosk drop box or by using the drop
tubes. There was a strong effort taken to ensure permits were returned this year. At the time
this report was written, there was only 1 unreturned permit compared to 250 in 2013. The



waterfowl check station was open from 4:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. each day throughout the regular
waterfowl season.

Scramble area permits, as well as add-ons, were available on a self-serve basis at the sign kiosk
at the SRSGA headquarters. We hired one NCWA to assist with the waterfowl season. Full time
staff of Josh Imber, Victor Weigold and Jeremiah Heise also assisted with the waterfowl check
station operation.

During the September 1-10 goose season 64 hunters harvested 35 geese. During the September
19-27 goose season 31 hunters harvested 47 geese. During the regular goose season (October
10th — December 6™) hunters harvested 760 geese.

Harvest numbers are not yet available for the late goose season (December 26" Jan 19™).

For the youth waterfowl hunting weekend, which occurred on September 12" and 13", hunters
harvested 64 ducks and 3 geese across 35 hunter trips.

For the late split duck season December 26" and 27" there were 325 hunter trips harvesting
309 ducks and 19 geese.

B. Weather and Habitat Conditions

During the 60-day waterfowl season, temperatures ranged from a low of 22 degrees on
November 29" (16 degrees in 2014) to a high of 73 degrees on October 15" (64 degrees in
2014). Overall temperatures were above average for this year.

Table 3. Days of high and low temperatures across the 2015 waterfowl hunting season with
comparisons to 2014 at Shiawassee State Game Area, St. Charles, Ml

Highs Lows
Temperature 2014 2015 2014 2015
Above 50 21 36 3 17
40-49 14 17 10 9
32-39 17 7 17 20
Below 32 8 30 14

Overall precipitation was below average for the waterfowl season, and temperatures were
above average for the waterfowl season.

C. Migration and waterfowl numbers

Weekly waterfowl counts were completed on the Prior Road refuge (table 4). Counts were done
every Wednesday around 12:00 noon. The same observers, route and methods were used each
week.

The east half of the flooded woods were again designated as a waterfowl refuge, but archery
hunters was allowed to hunt the area.



Table 4. Shiawassee River State Game Area 2014 Prior Rd. refuge weekly waterfowl surveys.

Waterfowl Numbers Total
Date Ducks Geese Waterfowl
September
03-Sep 513 7 520
10-Sep 1,000 106 1,106
17-Sep 1,384 62 1,446
24-Sep 1,931 220 2,151
October
01-Oct 4,505 218 4,725
08-Oct 6,332 375 6,707
15-Oct 4,706 353 5,059
22-Oct 8,549 737 9,286
29-Oct 7,807 704 8,511
November
05-Nov 13,869 1,244 15,113
12-Nov 9,667 953 10,620
19-Nov 14,994 1,475 16,469
26-Nov 9,215 1,018 10,233
03-Dec 14,000 1,400 15,400

The refuge counts only report the number of birds in the Prior Rd. refuge units- numbers of
birds using the areas were likely higher early in the season but were not captured due to them
utilizing areas outside of the refuge. Canada goose numbers were higher than in previous years’
counts.

D. Season Dates and Regulations

The second year of the experimental early teal season was held from September 1-7 with a 6
bird bag limit.

The youth waterfow! hunt was held on the 12" and 13" of September with 46 youth hunters
participating in the hunt; 78 ducks and 2 geese were harvested.

The waterfowl season was a 60-day 6 bird/day season. The south zone opened on October 10™
and ran until December 6™. There was also a two day December 26" and 27" late split.

The six duck per day bag limit could include no more than four mallards (no more than two of
which could be a hen), three wood ducks, two redheads, three scaup, two pintail, one black
duck and two canvasbacks. Hunters could also take five mergansers, only two of which could be
hooded merganser.



Saginaw Goose Management Unit dates for the early season were Sept. 1-10 with a five
bird/day bag limit; regular season dates were Sept. 19-27, Oct. 10— Dec. 6, and Dec. 26—Jan. 19
with a daily bag limit of 2 birds.

Possession limits for all waterfowl is 3 times the daily bag limit.

E. Hunting Season Results

1) Pre-registration

For the first two days of the regular waterfowl season, all hunt periods were pre-
registered with a maximum of 40 parties (Table 5). The afternoon hunts on opening day
p.m. hunt and November 7" were both youth priority draws. An after-draw was held for
all hunt periods to fill any vacant spots to the maximum of 40 parties.

Table 5. Pre-registered hunt attendance for the Shiawassee River State Game Area 2014-2015.

PERMITS AVAILABLE

ACTUAL PARTICIPATION

DATE 2014 2015 2014 2015
October 10th am 35 40 29 38
October 10th pm 35 40 26 30
October 11th am 35 40 27 30
October 11th pm 35 40 28 32

2) Harvest and Hunter Use

Total harvest for the area was 5,831 ducks and 1,117 geese, which is below the 5-year
average for ducks and above the 5 year average for geese at SRSGA.

Table 6. Shiawassee River State Game Area waterfowl harvest totals, 2010-2015.

5-Year
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Average 2015
Hunter Trips® 76/6602 92/6315 100/5964 102/5325 124/5605 99/5962 82/6628
Ducks 7096 7624 6440 6697 7120 6995 5831
Geese” 145/1313 102/1408 275/1027 163/897 184/775 173/1084 82/1,117
Ducks/Hunter Trip 1.06 1.19 1.06 1.23 1.33 1.17 0.9
Total Birds/Hunter Trip 1.28 1.42 1.28 1.43 1.48 1.37 1.04

® Early goose season/general waterfowl season & youth waterfowl season

® General waterfowl and youth waterfowl
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Table 7. Shiawassee River State Game Area harvest by field/marsh 2011 -2015.

*Early goose season is not recorded by zone therefore is not included in goose harvest totals.

DUCKS GEESE* HUNTER TRIPS
ZONE 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
1-5 287 29 324 242 508 164 1 107 8 58 357 84 295 200 523
6-14 1102 713 923 778 786 137 199 205 93 193 916 952 940 794 1026
15-20 31 18 46 132 129 19 9 19 36 22 77 40 84 162 149
21-22 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
23-28 139 157 97 58 83 74 68 18 20 22 164 116 95 85 120
29 15 45 76 44 42 10 3 3 4 7 31 41 55 51 46
30-38 1161 887 697 924 812 279 212 146 138 183 914 694 487 608 694
39-48 2432 1307 1322 1927 1060 427 188 148 215 190 1523 1033 969 1249 1117
49-52 105 84 24 14 33 18 10 8 10 4 113 77 41 42 38
53-54 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0
55-60 896 1018 787 193 624 153 218 71 7 170 914 995 597 294 909
61-66 719 1312 1451 1532 868 47 87 153 181 109 682 1043 979 929 981
67-76 11 11 12 12 6 1 0 0 7 1 16 49 27 32 20
77-117 520 733 807 722 430 38 10 7 21 22 453 655 617 639 463
137-150 198 95 80 75 69 35 20 8 18 130 104 87 92 149
A 7 1 51 25 45 6 2 4 6 5 22 16 52 25 68




Table 8. Species harvest by week, Shiawassee River 2015

Species Sept Sept Oct Oct Oct Oct 31- Nov Nov Nov Nov 28- Dec Dec. Totals
1-5 12-13 10-16 17-23 24-30 Nov 6 7-13 14-20 21-27 Dec-4 5-6 26-27
Mallard 22 531 262 695 394 357 304 835 258 65 220 3,943
GW Teal 22 9 53 64 98 57 13 11 40 2 2 371
BW Teal 14 21 6 10 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 55
Black Duck 0 13 14 17 13 13 12 37 16 9 13 157
Pintail 2 63 20 55 19 5 6 1 0 6 184
Shoveler 2 10 12 5 6 6 10 6 2 0 62
Wigeon 0 23 19 4 1 0 1 66
Gadwall 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Wood Duck %' 28 323 75 104 33 48 6 12 1 0 0 630
Ring-necked —: 0 10 11 9 12 7 2 0 0 0 12 63
Redhead ‘3 0 4 2 4 0 13 3 0 0 0 1 27
Scaup ‘_:3 0 4 8 5 4 5 2 2 0 0 0 30
Ruddy 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Bufflehead 0 0 5 9 5 8 4 2 0 0 0 33
Goldeneye 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Canvasback 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Merganser 1 35 7 2 8 2 2 15 13 0 50 135
Unknown 0 11 14 14 11 6 4 18 0 11 4 93
Total 22 78 1,101 504 1,046 572 487 365 980 298 87 309 5,849
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The collection of age and sex composition of harvested waterfowl is one of the tools that the DNR
Wildlife Division uses to gauge annual productivity. Staff requested that hunters participating in the
morning hunt period return to the check station with any harvested mallards and American black ducks.
Staff then determined age and sex and informed hunters on how they could age and sex their harvested
waterfowl in the field. A breakdown of harvest of these species is presented in Table 9.

Table 9. Age/sex composition of mallards and Am. black ducks harvested during morning hunt periods at
SRSGA, 2014.

Female Male
Juvenile Adult Juvenile Adult
Species # Harvested # Harvested # Harvested # Harvested Totals
Mallards 12 35 25 50 122
Black Duck 1 3 0 1 5
Total 13 38 25 51 127
3) Participation in Drawings

Drawing for the 2015 were up significantly for 2015 and were the highest seen since the
2009 season; trips were well above the five-year and slightly above the long-term
averages.

4) Daily and Seasonal Permits Income

With the new license package there were no daily or annual permits to be sold this year.
Staff was able to sell any license that was needed for hunting or fishing in the check
station. All applications, permits and licenses were sold online at the POS terminals.

Table 10. Fees Collected at the Shiawassee River SGA, 2011-2015.

Year Fees Collected ($)
2011 6,749

2012 5,266

2013 5,105

2014 0

2015 0

12. DEER SEASON RESULTS

1. Season Lengths and Regulations

For the 2015 deer season all aspects of the application and permitting process were
completed through the State’s retail sales system. The online application period ran
from July 15 — August 15, 2015. Hunters were only allowed to apply for either the state
or federal hunt areas but not both. Any hunt periods that did not fill up were available
on a first come first serve basis until the hunt period met its quotas. The 2015 season
regulations were very similar to 2014 regulations (with the exception of dates).
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13.

Statewide rules and regulations applied to deer hunting on the game area. There were
no bonus antlerless permits available this year. The youth hunt period for September 19
and 20" was also handled through the online process with 30 permits being available.

2. Participation in Drawings

A total of 574 applicants applied to 390 hunts. This left 140 leftover permits available on
a first come, first served basis; all leftover licenses were claimed to fill up the area’s 530
available hunts.

3. Hunter Success

Deer harvest numbers are not available at this time. There will be a survey mailed out to
all hunters at a later date asking for hunter success and number of days hunted.

INFLUENCE GROUPS OR INDIVIDUALS

The following groups helped us to reach some of our management goals. Their generous
donations of both time and money are greatly appreciated.

1) Shiawassee Flats Hunters and Citizens Association
e Posted river blinds
e Mowed willow brush at various locations
e (Coordinated youth hunt day event at the SRSGA check station

2) Saginaw Conservation District

e Partnered in applying for and receiving a 2015 state Habitat Grant. As a result
the game area will see almost $50,000 worth of grassland
improvement/enhancement across 185 acres. These grasslands enhancements
will provide food and shelter resources for pheasants year-round and for
nesting waterfowl during the spring and early summer months. Additional
contributing partners on this grant include: Saginaw County chapter of
Pheasants Forever, Saginaw Field and Stream Conservation Club and National
Wild Turkey Federation.

e We again partnered with the Saginaw Conservation District and were successful
in applying for and garnering a 2016 DNR Habitat Grant. These funds will be
used to clean up several ephemeral wetlands and remove brush to connect
several large tracts of tall and short warm season grass fields.

14. PROBLEMS OR OPPORTUNITIES

The spinning wing decoy ban continued here this year.

This year we hired three non-career wildlife assistants and one STW4 for the summer months.
Two of the assistants that we hired had a good working knowledge of construction equipment
which helped out greatly with projects that were accomplished over the summer. One STW was
hired just to start the posting process for the game area, we got a good start but still have a long
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way to go to accomplish this task. We hired one STW for 20 hours a week year-round to do
office maintenance, yard work, snow removal and assist out in the field when needed.

Due to the vast area we manage and the susceptibility to floods it’s imperative that we take a
proactive approach to dike maintenance. In order to take such an approach we suggest a
replacement schedule to update equipment. Large ticket items include a large dozer with 6-way
blade (Cat D6 category), a front-end loader and a dump truck. Along with this approach we need
to replace the equipment operator that retired about 5 years ago.

The siphon tube project that was completed in 2013 still remains at the top of the list of
infrastructure repairs for the game area and for the Wildlife Division. During the 2015 flooding
season we experienced even greater restriction in water flow through the tube which caused
major delays when flooding the Prior Rd. refuges and hunting fields. We are working with DTMB
and Lansing staff to try and find a solution for this problem. We are also working at trying to find
a temporary solution to this problem.

We have hired Spicer engineering to do design and costs estimates for the B-2 pump station and
hope to be able to acquire the funds to complete the project in 2016.

In 2014 we hired Williams and Works engineering firm to design and provide cost estimates for
the Miller road bridge replacement, we were able to get a grant for $300,000 to complete the
project but unfortunately costs are estimated at $450,000 to complete the project. We are
exploring other options to get this project done. Replacement of the bridge over Marsh Creek
will provide access to hunters as well as to areas of the game area for maintenance and
emergency purposes as they arise.

Deer numbers on the game area seem to be stabilizing this year. Deer hunters seem to like the
reduction in number of permits available and report seeing more deer with better antler
development. The aerial deer survey has not been flown yet because of inadequate conditions
for the survey.

15. RECOMMENDATIONS

e Hold the number of pre-registered parties at 40.

e Continue to allow for fall tillage in the bottomlands in a manner with minimal top soil
disturbance; do not allow fall tillage of any kind in the decoy opening areas of the field.

e Purchase front-end loader.

e Pursue long-term sharecrop agreements.

e Replace B-2 pump station.

e Work closely with constituent groups while still being able to manage our game areas to
benefit wildlife and improve habitats.

e Trust local staff to make judgments and decisions in matters concerning their areas
when following the GPS.
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16. STAFFING

Wildlife Biologist: Jeremiah Heise
Secretary: Connie Fulara
Wildlife Technician: Victor Weigold
Wildlife Assistant: Joshua Imber

Connie Fulara will be retiring on January 28", 2015. Connie’s retirement will create a void. With
this vacancy, remaining staff will have to perform some of her duties. This will require that the
field office be closed except for a few hours per week. We will have to wait and see how this
change affects the public as well as the workload for staff here. It would be best to have this
position back-filled at this location. In addition, we still have the need to fill the Wildlife
Assistant 9 (equipment operator) position.

17. ECONOMIC IMPACTS

Hunters, trappers, fishermen and wildlife viewers use this area frequently throughout the year.
The biggest influx of users on the area is during the fall when waterfowl and deer harvest
opportunities exist. It is hard to put a dollar amount or percentage of sales amount on the
contributions made to local businesses from users of the game area. With over 5,000 waterfowl
hunter trips, 989 deer hunting days, and the number of trapping days it has to be quite
significant. This does not include fishing days, bird watching days, kayaking days or days where
people are just enjoying the area on a walk. When talking to local business owners the
percentage of increase varied from season to season and also business-to-business. Overall the
estimates were from 5% to 25% increase in sales from people using the area and doing business
with local merchants.
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Appendix A. Daily and cumulative number of hunters and harvest for the 2015 waterfowl season SRSGA.

Cumulative
# hunter Goose Cumulative Duck  Cumulative
Date Hunters total harvest goose total harvest duck total

Sept 1-7 (early teal) 54 54 22 22

Sept 1-10/19-27 (early goose) 95 149 82 82 0 22

9/12/15 30 179 0 82 47 69
9/13/15 16 195 2 84 31 100
10/10/15 272 467 144 228 485 585
10/11/15 245 712 80 308 195 780
10/12/15 130 842 24 332 97 877
10/13/15 118 960 34 366 98 975
10/14/15 90 1050 12 378 44 1019
10/15/15 92 1142 14 392 86 1105
10/16/15 129 1271 27 419 67 1172
10/17/15 158 1429 42 461 119 1291
10/18/15 131 1560 19 480 62 1353
10/19/15 66 1626 31 511 80 1433
10/20/15 53 1679 15 526 59 1492
10/21/15 60 1739 12 538 45 1537
10/22/15 56 1795 11 549 34 1571
10/23/15 102 1897 34 583 107 1678
10/24/15 272 2169 27 610 176 1854
10/25/15 148 2317 30 640 115 1969
10/26/15 84 2401 34 674 84 2053
10/27/15 93 2494 34 708 129 2182
10/28/15 132 2626 23 731 186 2368
10/29/15 161 2787 20 751 255 2623
10/30/15 113 2900 15 766 101 2724
10/31/15 199 3099 16 782 201 2925
11/1/15 164 3263 17 799 114 3039
11/2/15 59 3322 17 816 50 3089
11/3/15 46 3368 13 829 41 3130
11/4/15 33 3401 1 830 32 3162
11/5/15 60 3461 14 844 18 3180
11/6/15 171 3632 24 868 117 3297
11/7/15 178 3810 6 874 126 3423
11/8/15 117 3927 11 885 71 3494
11/9/15 38 3965 16 901 49 3543
11/10/15 53 4018 4 905 24 3567
11/11/15 63 4081 7 912 26 3593
11/12/15 134 4215 14 926 117 3710
11/13/15 178 4393 15 941 67 3777
11/14/15 136 4529 1 942 50 3827
11/15/15 52 4581 4 946 32 3859
11/16/15 34 4615 5 951 15 3874
11/17/15 40 4655 8 959 21 3895
11/18/15 63 4718 8 967 68 3963
11/19/15 66 4784 5 972 81 4044




Appendix A.  (continued)

Cumulative
# hunter Goose Cumulative Duck  Cumulative
Date Hunters total harvest goose total harvest duck total

11/20/15 106 4890 9 981 100 4144
11/21/15 222 5112 21 1002 346 4490
11/22/15 120 5232 12 1014 225 4716
11/23/15 95 5327 30 1044 126 4842
11/24/15 56 5383 7 1051 67 4909
11/25/15 100 5483 5 1056 86 4995
11/26/15 87 5570 10 1066 58 5053
11/27/15 194 5764 8 1074 84 5137
11/28/15 94 5858 4 1078 51 5188
11/29/15 68 5926 6 1084 50 5238
11/30/15 16 5942 2 1086 31 5269
12/1/15 56 5998 1 1087 43 5312
12/2/15 61 6059 2 1089 36 5348
12/3/15 45 6104 2 1091 46 5394
12/4/15 68 6172 3 1094 41 5435
12/5/15 107 6279 8 1102 49 5484
12/6/15 91 6370 2 1104 38 5522
12-26/12-27-15 325 6695 19 1123 309 5831
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