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Silver Creek Pond 2016 Survey Report  

Prepared by Cory Kovacs 
 

Introduction:  A general netting survey was conducted on Silver Creek Pond on October 10-12, 2016 to 

evaluate the stocked Brook Trout and the contribution from natural reproduction. 
 

History:  Silver Creek Pond is 15 acres and was constructed in 1962. This Type-A fishery receives heavy 

angler pressure due to its close proximity to the Village of Newberry. Access to the pond is good and is 

only a short distance south of County Road 455 with direct access by vehicles. Brook Trout have been 

stocked in most years since 1962 at all life stages from spring fingerlings to adults. The stocking regime 

for the past 10 years has been spring fingerlings biennially. The stocking plan was modified as a result of 

wild Brook Trout being captured during an early spring 2005 netting survey confirming age-0 fish. In 

2010, a drawdown occurred to remove beaver debris around the control structure and to replace rotten 

boards. The pond remained drawn down until late summer to help reduce areas of dense aquatic 

vegetation. Since 2010 angler reports have been mostly negative stating big fish are scarce and catch rates 

have declined. Early in 2016, a management prescription was written to modify the stocking regime to 

annual stocking in hopes to protect from losing year classes due to a poor natural reproduction year or 

failed stocking. Natural reproduction was believed to not be successful enough to sustain during years of 

no stocking and to make up for a stocking cohort with poor survival. 

 

Methods and Materials:  This survey was conducted for two nights using four large-mesh fyke nets (two 

nights) and one small-mesh fyke net (one night). Total length was recorded for all Brook Trout captured, 

while non-trout species were counted and measured to the inch group. Scale samples were collected from 

10 Brook Trout per inch group for age determination. 

 

Results:  A total of 108 Brook Trout were captured with an average total length of 10 inches and a length 

range of 3-16 inches (Figure 1). Forty-seven fish (44%) were greater than legal size (≥10 inches). Age 

determination by scales and spines found four year classes represented (Ages 0, 1, 2, 3, and 4). Brook 

Trout growth was found to be slightly below statewide average. Additional species captured were 

Bluntnose Minnow, Brook Stickleback, and Sculpin. There were no non-desirable species were captured 

(i.e. Yellow Perch and Panfish). Secchi disk reading went to the bottom (maximum depth about 8.5 feet). 

 

Discussion:  Stocked Brook Trout appear to have good growth and survival. Also, wild fish are 

somewhat contributing to the fishery and were identified from the 2012 and 2014 year classes, both 

nonstocked years. When comparing results of the 2016 and the 2010 netting surveys, there were not any 

substantial differences. However, the 2016 survey found fewer legal sized fish and a lower maximum size 

(Figure 1). Neither survey revealed significant impacts of angler harvest as the size structure increases 

after 10 inches. This is certainly not a result of the modified stocking plan as it was not instated until 

spring 2016 and impacts would not yet be identifiable. Overall, the Brook Trout fishery appears to be 

strong and should continue to provide anglers a great opportunity near home. 

 

Management Recommendations:  Silver Creek Pond remains a very popular fishery in Luce County 

offering anglers a trout fishery close to home with big fish. Fish managers wish to maintain the Type-A 

regulation for this trout lake. Consideration should be given to evaluating angler activity and harvest rates 

by using game cameras or postcard surveys. Game cameras have been used at various other trout lakes 

across the management unit to evaluate remote fisheries with good success. Continued gathering of angler 

reports will be important to understand the effects of annual stocking.
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Figure 1.-Length distribution of Brook Trout captured during netting surveys conducted on Silver Creek 

Pond, Luce County in 2010 and 2016. 
 


