
Department of Natural Resources
CWD Update 2020-2021

Kelly Straka DVM MPH
State Wildlife Veterinarian

WLD Health Section Supervisor

Scott Whitcomb
Senior Advisor for 

Wildlife and Public Lands





Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
Wildlife Disease Laboratory

We work here!

CWD testing here!
(MSU VDL)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
�



CWD Surveillance in Michigan

 The DNR has historically undertaken massive testing efforts for 
CWD in order to:

1. Better understand the distribution and prevalence of disease
2. To provide “hunter service” testing across the state

 This is neither sustainable nor effective for the long term…
….not if the goal of surveillance is early detection of disease.  









CWD Surveillance History

2013: 46 tested

2014: 30 tested

2012: 35 tested

2016: >7,000 tested

2017: >17,000 tested
2018: >30,000 tested

2015: CWD DETECTED

2019: >20,000 tested

2020: >2,000 tested
2021: 8-10,000 is goal





I.  ACTIVE SURVEILLANCE

 Focus on Southern Lower Peninsula in year one
 Goals statistically modelled using best available 

data
 More intensive sampling in priority areas
 Will address gaps in historical surveillance-early 

detection
 Hunter support will continue through expanded 

partnerships with landowners, processors and 
taxidermists

II. Cervids with CWD-like symptoms accepted 
statewide, year round





When it comes to CWD in 2021 and beyond, the goals of our 
surveillance are to:

1. Assess if disease is present in new areas (i.e. catch it early), 
and

2. Continue to support limited testing in core areas and 
continue to develop opportunities for hunter submissions 
to non-DNR labs

3. Determine appropriate frequency and effort needed for 
long-term monitoring

#1: Systematic, risk-based rotating 
surveillance

#2: Expanding partnerships with MSU 
VDL, MSUE, stakeholder groups

#3: Combination of data from #2 and 
modelling efforts





Thank you!

Scott Whitcomb
whitcombs@michigan.gov

Kelly Straka
strakak1@michigan.gov
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