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Michigan Wood Producers 2014 Survey Summary 
 

Michigan’s primary wood producers were canvassed in 2015 as part of a periodic census of the 
industry conducted by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR).   

The primary objective of this survey was to determine the status and composition of the 
industry, type of wood produced and hauled, and equipment used by wood producers and 
wood haulers across the state in 2014. 

637 active firms were confirmed for 2014. In 1992, a survey of wood producers revealed 
approximately 1100 statewide.  Between 1992 and 2014, those companies responding to 
survey questionnaires dropped by approximately 30%.   

Two hundred sixty-seven (267) of the 637 confirmed active wood producing firms identify 
themselves as solely a logging company in the state, followed by 139 identified themselves as a 
wood product trucking company.  In 1992, 73% of the respondents classified themselves as a 
logger whereas in 2014, 44% of the respondents classified themselves as loggers.  

 

Wood producers will continue to be difficult to collect information from for various reasons.  
Many have moved to utilizing wireless phones for all business activities, few have active and 
updated web pages, and most fail to see value in providing information on their business to the 
government. As many as 50% of the wood producers in the state could currently be 
unaccounted for.  The new Michigan Forest Products Industry Directory (MFID) may increase 
the perceived value of a future survey of wood producers as it will act as a direct link to free 
advertising for each business that respond.  In addition, they will be able to easily update their 
online record.  Any service that increases the ability to validate their active business status 
would be helpful in tracking loggers, truckers, brokers and dealers. 
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For a full report of data collected from the 2014 survey of Michigan’s wood producers and 
other reports on Michigan’s forest products industries, please visit: 
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79136_79237_80943---,00.html  
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