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The Upper Falls is the largest waterfall in Michigan, and is open year-round. Winter ice formations change daily. Photo credit: Northwoods Photography

Multiple waterfalls make up the Lower Falls.

How do you pronounce the name of this place? 
A past employee came up with the phrase 
“Tahquamenon Phenomenon,” and it stuck. Not 
only does the phrase help visitors pronounce the 
name of the park, but it’s also a true statement 
akin to the feelings people experience when 
visiting.

The tannin-stained water falling over the 50-foot 
sandstone cliff produces a mesmerizing sound 
that can calm even the most anxious traveler. 
Flow rates of more than 50,000 gallons per 
second have been recorded going over the Upper 
Falls – a true phenomenon indeed.

The Lower Falls, located 4 miles downstream 
from the Upper Falls, provide a more hands-on 
experience. Visitors can touch the water from 
a rented rowboat or fish beneath the falls for 
smallmouth bass. The smaller waterfalls are ideal 
for photography, and many visitors find a shallow 
portion along the trail to wet their feet or allow 
their dog a drink.

Seasonal changes are what draw many visitors to 
seek out Tahquamenon. The roar of spring flow is 
drastically different from the quiet of winter, as 
the deep snow and ice dampen the sound of the 
waterfall. The Lower Falls, completely enveloped 
in ice and snow, appear as white hills during the 
cold winter months.

Hardy campers flock to the park for winter 
camping, setting up tents and trying out cold 
weather gear to experience the park during a 
quieter time of year. The winter night sky is filled 
with stars, and the moon provides all the light you 
need for an adventurous snowshoe hike through 
the crisp night air.

Relatively unchanged through the years, this 
park holds special memories for the millions of 
people who have walked the trails, rowed a boat 
to the Lower Falls Island, ate at the brew pub, or 
camped in the campgrounds. It is a place many 
return to with their friends and family so they can 
share their experiences and create new memories.

Whether you spend the day hiking the Giant Pines 
Loop, or sitting at your campsite relaxing in the 
Upper Peninsula. atmosphere, Tahquamenon 
Falls will continue to be a phenomenon for all 
who come to enjoy the park.



Phone/Web:
(906) 492-3415
mi.gov/TahquamenonFalls
mi.gov/TFallsEducation

Mailing Address:
Tahquamenon Falls State Park
41382 West M-123
Paradise, MI  49768

Tahquamenon Falls State Park
State of Michigan
Department of Natural Resources

Things to Know

TQFalls

Limited cellphone service
Make a plan with your family or friends 
before getting out of your car. Choose a 
time and location to meet up, should you get 
separated.

Prepare for biting insects
Mosquitoes, black flies and horseflies can 
be a nuisance throughout the summer. Wear 
light-colored clothing, long sleeves and 
insect repellent to reduce bites.

Hike smart
Two miles along a hiking trail will take longer 
to complete than two miles on the treadmill. 
Our trails include hills, exposed roots, muddy 
spots and occassional down trees. Allow 
yourself extra time, wear sturdy footwear and 
bring water on every hike.
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Rent a kayak for $25 per day from the campground office.

The River Trail is marked with yellow posts every half mile.

A tired, but proud boy scout troop finishes a hike.Upper Falls view from the gorge platform.

You’ve arrived – so now what? Lucky for you, 
there are plenty of things to see and places to 
explore during your visit. Depending on how 
much time you have, there are a variety of 
activities and sight-seeing locations to keep you 
busy.

Half Day

Upper Falls - For those on a tight schedule, the 
must-see locations are the Upper and Lower 
Falls. The Upper Falls features a half-mile 
paved walkway that provides accessible viewing 
opportunities of the 50-foot-tall, 200-foot-wide 
waterfall. Take the 94 steps down to the brink for 
an up-close experience or the 116 steps down to 
the gorge for a panoramic view. Daily 45-minute 
walking tours of the Upper Falls are offered at 
2 pm beginning at the Fact Shack.

Lower Falls – The entrance to reach the Lower 
Tahquamenon Falls is located 4 miles east of the 
Upper Falls along M-123. These falls are easily 
viewed from the paved walkway. A half-mile 
boardwalk will take you through thick forest, 
ending up at the viewing platforms where you 
can feel mist from the waterfall. Keep following 
the boardwalk upstream and you will find easy 
access to wade in the river and get your feet wet.

One Day

River Trail – Many hikers come to Tahquamenon 
to tackle the challenging “Trail Between Da 
Falls.” This 4-mile trail is one of the more difficult 
trails in the park, due to exposed tree roots and 
hilly terrain, but this trail is also one of the park’s  
most scenic. Make sure to have plenty of water, 
snacks and bug spray along for the hike. A private 
shuttle service operates from Memorial Day 
through Labor Day for a fee. Check the schedule 
before you head out as times vary by season. 

Whitefish Bay – If hiking isn’t your thing, take a 
trip out to Whitefish Bay, where the Tahquamenon 
River meets Lake Superior. The Whitefish Bay 
Picnic Area offers a shallow, sandy beach, perfect 
for cooling off on hot days. Enjoy the view of 
Canada and the northern shore of the eastern 
Upper Peninsula from the many benches and 
picnic tables at this site. Grills and outhouses are 
also available at this location.

Two Days

Clark Lake – Walk or bicycle down Clark Lake 
Road to access the hiking trail to Clark Lake. This 
remote inland lake is a great location for a picnic 
or quick snack as you enjoy the breeze on the 
bordering ancient sand dunes. Continue along the 
trail to complete the 5-mile loop through upland 
forest and peatland habitat. Clark Lake Road is 
an unimproved two-track with occasional two-
way traffic; use caution and drive slowly.

Paddle the Tahquamenon – Rent a kayak from 
the Rivermouth Campground office and put in 
at the Rivermouth Boat Launch, located 5 miles 
south of Paradise along M-123. Paddle against 
the gentle upstream current around Marsh 
Island to take in the beautiful river scenery. 
Ducks, turtles and beaver are often seen in this 
area. Adventurous paddlers can head out to the 
shallow water of Whitefish Bay and explore the 
Lake Superior shoreline.

Plan Your TripPlan Your Trip

Due to operating restrictions, the hiker shuttle 
will not be running this season.

If you plan to hike between the Lower and Upper 
Falls, please stage a vehicle or prepare to hike 
both ways.

If someone is picking you up on the other end, 
recognize it takes about 3 hours to hike one-way.

It is dangerous to walk M-123.

WildlifeWildlife
The most sought-after animals that visitors would love to catch a glimpse of also happen to be the 
most secretive. Moose, black bear and gray wolves are found in the Upper Peninsula, but are very 
difficult to see in the wild. Luckily, the U.P. has other unique wildlife that is a little easier to come 
by. How many of these animals can you see during your visit?

Snowshoe hare
Known for their large hind feet 
and color-changing ability, 
snowshoe hare are commonly 
found in the Rivermouth and 
Lower Falls areas. Pure white 
during the winter, brown 
during the summer, these 
animals change with the 
seasons to blend in with their 
surroundings. It takes about 
two months for their fur to 
completely change color.

Pileated woodpecker
Reminiscent of Woody 
Woodpecker, this large bird 
occupies hardwood forests 
throughout Michigan. They 
are often seen feeding on 
the ground, searching for 
carpenter ants and other 
insects. Their trademark 
elongated feeding holes, 
excavated in tree trunks, can 
be seen along hiking trails 
and roadways. 

American beaver
The largest member of the 
rodent family is an expert 
engineer, using sticks and 
mud to construct lodges 
along the banks of the 
Tahquamenon River. Their 
characteristic orange teeth 
never stop growing, and 
beaver keep them  short and 
sharp by constantly chewing 
wood.
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Well-behaved, leashed dogs are 
permitted on all trails. Owners 
are expected to clean up after 
their pets.

Dogs cannot be left unattended. 
Please do not leave your pet in 
your car or tied up while you eat 
at the brew pub. Pet owners will 
be ticketed.

Cellphone service is limited within 
the park. Talk to your group and 
make a meeting plan. Do not rely 
on texting to find each other.

Know Before You Go
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WATER - Drink 20 ounces per hour.
FOOD - Eat one salty snack per hour to provide needed electrolytes. 
PROPER SHOES - Wear footwear with traction and ankle support; no sandals or flip-flops.
MAP - While many trails are well-marked, seasonal flooding can wash away sections of trail.
FLASHLIGHT - Allows you to hike out should your trip take longer than expected.

5 Hiking Essentials
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2020 Special Events
Two Hearted Trail Run
June 20 – Muskallonge Lake and Upper Falls
Scenic long-distance run along the North Country Trail, 
with the 50K and marathon distances beginning at 
Muskallonge Lake State Park and finishing at the Upper 
Falls. Half marathon course starts and ends at the Upper 
Falls. Register online at greatlakesendurance.com.

Tahqua Trail Run
Aug. 8 – Upper Falls
This popular 25K trail race follows the North Country 
Trail along the Tahquamenon River, beginning near 
the Rivermouth and ending at the Upper Falls. An 
8K race will also take place, starting at the Lower 
Falls and ending at the Upper Falls. These races are 
sponsored by Great Lakes Endurance. Register online 
at greatlakesendurance.com.

Wilderness Canoe Race
Sep. 12 – Lower Falls
This 17-mile professional canoe race begins at the 
Lower Falls and finishes at Whitefish Bay near the 
Rivermouth Campground. The event is hosted by the 
Michigan Canoe Racing Association and the Paradise 
Chamber of Commerce. Visit miracing.com for more 
information.

Hike Between Da Falls
Sep. 26 – Lower Falls
Strap on your hiking boots and enjoy the most popular 
trail in the park, the 5-mile River Trail. A free shuttle 
will transport participants from the Lower Falls to the 
trailhead at the Upper Falls. The River Trail is rated 
moderately difficult and includes stairways, exposed 
roots and steep inclines. Join members from the local 
North Country Trail chapter at the Lower Falls before 
and after the hike to take part in activities.

Harvest Festival
Oct. 10– Lower Falls
Join us for the most popular event of the year! Events 
include carving pumpkins, campsite decorating, 
hayrides, costume contests, trick-or-treating and 
more. Families and friends have made camping 
during Harvest Festival a tradition. Both Lower Falls 
campgrounds (Hemlock and Portage) are included 
during Harvest Festival events. Make your campsite 
reservation early; this weekend books fast.

Upcoming 2021 Events
Snowshoe Hikes and Lantern-lit Trail
Every Saturday in February – Upper Falls
Come out and borrow a free pair of snowshoes or take 
part in a guided afternoon snowshoe hike. There is also 
a 1-mile lantern lit snowshoe trail, a 4-mile groomed 
cross country ski trail, marked snowshoe trails, 
and a packed walking trail to view the falls without 
snowshoes. Warm up by the bonfire, and complete your 
visit with a trip to the Tahquamenon Brewery and Pub, 
open all winter.

Volunteers clear the trails for races.

Tahqua Trail Run start

Hike Between Da Falls volunteers and hikers.

Hundreds of kids trick-or-treat in campgrounds.

Over 70 kerosene lanterns light the trail.
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Ranger Spotlight

Park ranger Jenelle Smith

AmeriCorps NCCC Maple 2 team and park ranger 
Eric Johnson worked on projects for 7 weeks.

AmeriCorps NCCC Maple 2 team test out a resting 
area they built along the River Trail.

The Great Lakes Conservation Corps team uses 
hand tools to re-route a section of trail.

University of Michigan-Flint students spend fall break repairing the bog walk with park staff.

Dedicated to 
service

Officer Smith began her career with the state 
parks at Pontiac Lake over 20 years ago after 
finishing her degree from UM-Flint. She has 
been a park officer at Tahquamenon Falls 
for the past 14 years, greeting visitors in all 
seasons with a friendly smile and positive 
attitude.

Jenelle loves animals, and will always take a 
minute to greet our furry guests. She enjoys 
reading novels, going on adventures with 
friends and taking walks with her 3 dogs. 

Wildflowers

The pink ladyslipper, 
or moccasin flower, 
is one of the more 
common orchids in the 
area. In order to grow, 
ladyslippers have a 
special partnership 
with a fungus in the 
soil that provides food 
while the young plant 
is developing.

It takes a keen eye 
to find Jack-in-
the-Pulpit flowers 
amongst the green 
landscape. These 
plants can live to be 
over 100 years old!

Trout lilies are the 
first sign of spring 
in the park. Their 
speckled leaves 
begin to show at 
the end of April, 
coinciding with the 
beginning of trout 
fishing season. 
Downward facing 
flowers entice 
ground-dwelling 
insects to pollinate.

Found along 
the Lower Falls 
boardwalk, nodding 
trillium is a unique 
variety of the more 
common large white 
trillium. The flower 
turns from white 
to pink as it ages, 
eventually forming 
bright red berries.

The park’s popular River Trail attracts over 1,000 
people each  week, and it shows. Well-worn 
sections are prone to erosion, resulting in ankle-
deep mud and even wider worn portions  of trail, 
as hikers try to get around wet areas.

Each spring, the river rises heaving  sections 
of boardwalk and bridges  with  ice and water 
runoff. The long-term solution is to re-route the 
trail to higher ground, a fix requiring staff and 
funding the park didn’t have.

Fortunately, service organizations, such as 
AmeriCorps, respond to requests like this every 
year from parks and other entities around the 
country. Young people, ages 18 to 24, make 
10-month commitments to provide much-needed 
service to communities.

Last spring, AmeriCorps NCCC Maple 2 team 
was assigned to work at Tahquamenon Falls for 
seven  weeks. The 10-person team represented 10 
different states. Under the direction of park ranger 
Eric Johnson, the crew completed projects that 
have been on the to-do list for years. Their main 
objectives were to replace footbridges, dangerous 
stairways and reroute the worst sections of trail. 
Oh, and complete these tasks during the height of 
mosquito season.

The Maple 2 team was amazing. They replaced 
23 footbridges, built over a mile of new trail and 
cleared an important emergency access point. 
They worked together to haul materials in by 
hand, stayed out on the trail all day and wore 
their mesh bug head nets with pride.

The in September, four  young adult volunteers 
from the Great Lakes Conservation Corps  
picked up the baton and continued trail work at 
the park. This team, based in Marquette, took 
on a major footbridge reconstruction and a trail 
re-route project near the Portage Campground. 
They removed roots and boulders by hand, built 
boardwalk sections and continued working on 
the River Trail throughout the month.

Additional  service organizations come to the park 
to assist with trail work and projects. Students 
from the University of Michigan, Flint come up 
every year for a weekend of service, focusing on 
work that will help the park and its thousands of  
visitors.

We greatly appreciate the time and effort these 
organizations dedicate to helping others. They 
have made a huge impact at Tahquamenon Falls 
that will be enjoyed by park visitors for many 
years to come. 
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at Whitefish Point

www.ShipwreckMuseum.com
906-635-1742

Whitefish Point, Michigan’s Eastern Upper Peninsula

•  Edmund Fitzgerald Exhibit  
Featuring Ship’s Bell

•  Oldest Active Lighthouse on  
Lake Superior

•  Lightkeepers Quarters and  
USCG Surfboat House Tours

•  Lighthouse Tower  
Tours Available

•  National Historic Site

•  Shipwreck Museum Gallery 
and Theater

•  Nature Trails and Overlooks

•  Museum Store and Fudge Shop

•  Open 7 days a week,  
10am to 6pm, May-Oct.

•  Overnight On-Site  
Accommodations Available  
906-492-3747
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