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MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

Minutes of December 4 (6:00 PM) and December 5 (9:00 AM), 2012 
Ramada Inn and Conference Center, 7501 W. Saginaw Highway, Lansing 

 
 

The meeting of the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) Board of Trustees 
evening session commenced at 6:00 PM, December 4, 2012. 
 
The following Board members were present: 
 
      Brad Canale 
      Keith Charters 
      Keith Creagh 
      Sam Cummings 
      Bob Garner 
 
Also in attendance were various staff members of the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
and other interested parties. 
 
Chairperson Garner advised the audience that the purpose of the evening meeting was for 
applicants to appeal how their project was scored by staff.  This meeting is typically not to make 
a presentation in support of a project. 
 
Senator Steve Bieda – 12-021, McKinley Barrier-Free Park Improvements, City of Fraser 
 
Scored 360.  Senator Bieda made comments in support of the McKinley Barrier-Free Park 
Improvements project submitted by the City of Fraser.  The park is barrier-free and the 
proposed project submitted will make improvements for users with disabilities. 
 
Representative Marilyn Lane – 12-021, McKinley Barrier-Free Park Improvements, City of 
Fraser 
 
Scored 360.  Representative Lane made comments in support of the McKinley Barrier-Free 
Park Improvements project submitted by the City of Fraser.  This is a unique park as it provides 
a place for children with special needs to recreate and interact with other children.  This project 
is not only important to the City of Fraser, but Macomb County and neighboring communities. 
 
Chairperson Garner encouraged Senator Bieda and Representative Lane to help move the 
2012 MNRTF bill along so it is passed in a timely manner.  The bill containing the 2011 projects 
was passed very late this year and as a result grantees lost a construction season. 
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At this point, Chairperson Garner introduced the new MNRTF Board member, Mr. Brad Canale, 
to the audience. 
 
Ms. Karen Silverthorn, Board of Directors, Fraser First Booster Club – 12-021, McKinley 
Barrier-Free Park Improvements, City of Fraser 
 
Scored 360.  Ms. Karen Silverthorn made comments in support of the McKinley Barrier-Free 
Park Improvements project submitted by the City of Fraser.  She is a special education teacher 
and works with children with autism.  As a teacher, she makes every effort to give her students 
opportunities to exercise their growth motor and sensory abilities. These activities make her 
students more calm and centered.  This project would provide educational and social benefits 
for all children to play together, regardless of their abilities. 
 
Mr. Richard Haberman, City Manager, City of Fraser – 12-021, McKinley Barrier-Free Park 
Improvements, City of Fraser 
 
Scored 360.  Mr. Richard Haberman commented on the financial need for the McKinley Barrier-
Free Park Improvements project.  The City of Fraser is surrounded by much larger communities 
(Warren, Sterling Heights, Roseville and Clinton Township).  The city has felt they are at a 
competitive disadvantage.  Due to the number of automobile-related industries within the 
corporate boundaries of the city, Fraser has experienced a reduction in property tax revenues.  
The city began downsizing in 2001. 
 
The city has not stood still, but has continued to plan ahead to find creative ways to improve 
services to its residents.  This project is an example of such improvements.  This park would 
serve the needs of any family—regardless of income, physical or mental handicap. 
 
Ms. Linda Davis-Kirksey, Grant Writer, City of Fraser – 12-021, McKinley Barrier-Free Park 
Improvements, City of Fraser 
 
Scored 360.  Ms. Linda Davis-Kirksey provided information on universal design concepts from 
the city’s civil engineer.  The entire park will incorporate universal design.  It is felt that the city 
should have received some points for this. 
 
Chairperson Garner mentioned that it was brought to his attention that Pompo Park, a City of 
Fraser park, did not have the required Land and Water Conservation Fund recognition sign in 
place.  Ms. Davis-Kirksey responded that this will be taken care of. 
 
Mr. Paul Cilluflo, City Council, City of Fraser – 12-021, McKinley Barrier-Free Park 
Improvements, City of Fraser 
 
Scored 360.  Mr. Cilluflo made some comments in support of the McKinley Barrier-Free Park 
Improvements project. 
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Ms. Nancy Krupiarz, Executive Director, Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance – 12-
133, Fred Meijer Ionia to Owosso Rail-Trail – Bridges, DNR-Parks and Recreation 
Division; and 12-134, Fred Meijer Ionia to Owosso Rail-Trail – Surface, DNR-Parks and 
Recreation Division 
 
Scored 350 (12-133) and Scored 330 (12-134).  Ms. Nancy Krupiarz made some comments in 
support of the two trail development projects submitted by DNR’s Parks and Recreation Division 
for the Fred Meijer Ionia to Owosso Rail-Trail.  One application is for bridges and the other is for 
surfacing.  This will be the final 5% of the project.  The project began in 1998.  There have been 
many partners involved in this trail project (DNR, local units, National Park Service, corporate 
foundations, Regional Midwest Michigan Trail Authority, and Friends of the Clinton-Ionia-
Shiawassee Trail).  The MNRTF’s portion is 17% with 35% coming from the private sector and 
local community donations and individuals. 
 
Chairperson Garner asked why this project scored 350 and 330, respectively.  Ms. Krupiarz 
responded that this is a 43-mile, $5.8 million trail development project.  There was some 
opposition to the trail, so there were lots of public meetings held.  Mr. Jon Mayes, Unit Manager, 
Recreation Grants, Grants Management, DNR, added that these two applications did not get the 
50 points for Urban Area.  The reason the application for the surfacing did not score as high as 
the bridges was a result of an environmental component to the bridges (received extra 20 
points). 
 
At this point, this concluded the portion of the meeting for comments on 2012 MNRTF 
applications. 
 
Mr. Tom Bailey, Executive Director, Little Traverse Conservancy – Report on the Blue 
Ribbon Panel on Michigan State Parks and Outdoor Recreation 
 
Mr. Tom Bailey, Executive Director of the Little Traverse Conservancy, and member of the Blue 
Ribbon Panel on Michigan State Parks and Outdoor Recreation, made a presentation on the 
activities of the Blue Ribbon Panel. 
 
Some of the aspects of the report were: 
 

• Demonstrating the value of the state’s investments in parks and recreation. 
• The investments in parks and recreation will drive prosperity in the state. 
• Inspire greater regional identity around the state. 
• Parks and recreation make Michigan a healthier place. 
• Protecting and creating opportunities to enjoy our natural, cultural, historic and 

prehistoric resources. 
• Connecting people to their place and each other. 
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Mr. Bailey further stated that some of the outcomes/recommendations that the panel would like 
to see are: 
 

• Demonstrating the value of the MNRTF and Park Endowment Fund. 
• Need to guide and help encourage community recreation plans to link into a greater 

network that ties them statewide (gap analysis, such as trail systems) and  
      need to tie the network into a state land plan that has been required by the Land Cap  
      Bill. 
• Develop signature parks in prime urban areas.  Can be a major magnet for 

redevelopment and prosperity. 
 
Mr. Bailey stated that he is available to the MNRTF Board to help realize these goals. 
 
Strategies/recommendations identified were: 
 

• Target our investments. 
• Encourage partnerships with local units of government and school districts. 
• Emphasize physical connections, such as trails. 
• Green infrastructure. 
• Crime prevention. 
• Compliance with ADA. 
• Incorporating goals that are in Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 

(SCORP), Trails Plan, Blue Ribbon Panel Report, and MNRTF Board’s Strategic Plan. 
• Recreation Passport be changed from an “opt in” to an “opt out” system.  
• Pursue revenue bonding for priority maintenance items and capital investments. 
• Propose working with Michigan Recreation and Park Association and others to develop 

data collection, analysis and methodology. 
• Revitalizing the State Park Foundation. 
• Trails—that federal, state and local recreation economic development funds are focused 

on trunk line systems and trails that will get people to recreation resources.  
• Urban revitalization. 
• Green infrastructures into cities. 

 
Mr. Bailey concluded by saying it was a great privilege for him to be involved with this panel.  He 
pledged to work with the MNRTF Board to follow up on these strategies/recommendations. 
 
Mr. Charters asked what the follow up timeline would be for accomplishing these 
recommendations, and wondered if the panel was still in existence.  Mr. Bailey responded that 
the panel has now been dissolved (one-year panel), but the Citizens Advisory Committee for 
State Parks, which was established some time ago, will be provided these recommendations for 
implementation.  Mr. Bailey is also on the Citizens Advisory Committee for State Parks, as well. 
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Mr. Bailey made some comments regarding the State Land Plan and suggested that perhaps 
the MNRTF provide some funds for this.  It may be worth the investment to get the State Land 
Plan that the Board would want. 
 
At this point, Mr. Steve DeBrabander, Manager, Grants Management, DNR, pointed out an 
application scoring correction to be made for 12-102, Briley Township.  The application originally 
scored 330 and now has been changed to 340. 
 
The December 4, 2012 evening meeting concluded at 6:45 PM. 
 
 
The regular meeting of the MNRTF Board of Trustees commenced at 9:00 AM,            
December 5, 2012. 
 
The following Board members were present: 
 
      Brad Canale 
      Keith Charters 
      Keith Creagh 
      Sam Cummings 
      Bob Garner 
 
Also in attendance were various staff members of the DNR and other interested parties. 
 
I. ADOPTION OF MINUTES FOR MEETING OF OCTOBER 24, 2012. 
 
Chairperson Garner called for the adoption of the minutes for the October 24, 2012 MNRTF 
Board meeting. 
 
 MOVED BY MR. CHARTERS, SUPPORTED BY DIRECTOR CREAGH, TO 
 APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 24, 2012 MNRTF BOARD 
 MEETING.  PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE. 
 
II.  ADOPTION OF AGENDA FOR MEETING OF DECEMBER 5, 2012. 
 
Chairperson Garner called for the adoption of the agenda for the December 5, 2012 MNRTF 
Board meeting. 
 
 MOVED BY MR. CUMMINGS, SUPPORTED BY MR. CANALE, TO ADOPT 
 THE AGENDA FOR THE DECEMBER 5, 2012 MNRTF BOARD MEETING. 
 PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE.   
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At this point, Mr. DeBrabander introduced DNR staff in attendance:  From Grants Management, 
Mr. Jon Mayes (Unit Manager, MNRTF); Ms. Linda Harlow (Administrative Assistant to staff and 
Board); Ms. Janet Liesman (Financial Analyst, MNRTF); Ms. Jule Stafford (Grant Coordinator); 
Ms. Christie Bayus (Grant Coordinator); Ms. Shamika Askew-Storay (Grant Coordinator); Ms. 
Tamara Jorkasky (Grant Coordinator); and Ms. Kelly Parker (Program Manager, Dam 
Management Grant Program).  Also in attendance was Mr. Joe Frick, Assistant Chief, Finance 
and Operations Division, DNR. 
 
III.  OLD BUSINESS. 
 
2012 MNRTF Acquisition and Development Applications – FINAL STAFF 
RECOMMENDATIONS AND BOARD ACTION 
 
Acquisition Projects 
 

MOVED BY MR. CUMMINGS TO APPROVE FUNDING FOR ALL ACQUISITION 
PROJECTS SUBMITTED, IN THE AMOUNT OF $14,466,500.  THE BALANCE OF 
AVAILABLE ACQUISITION FUNDS (APPROXIMATELY $12,014,540) WILL GO INTO 
THE STABILIZATION RESERVE. 
  
APPROVED ACQUISITION PROJECTS ARE: 
 
12-057, HURON-CLINTON METROPOLITAN AUTHORITY – $229,000 
12-078, OTTAWA COUNTY - $130,000 
12-119, CITY OF MANISTIQUE - $779,400 
12-131, DNR-FOREST MANAGEMENT DIVISION (WHEELER CREEK PROPERTY) - 
$510,000 
12-132, DNR-FOREST MANAGEMENT DIVISION (CRANBERRY LAKE PROPERTY) 
- $850,000 
12-070, CHARLEVOIX COUNTY - $214,200 
12-022, VILLAGE OF MACKINAW CITY - $241,200 
12-036, HAYES TOWNSHIP - $3,375,000 
12-029, MORTON TOWNSHIP - $45,000 
12-031, CITY OF HUDSONVILLE - $238,900 
12-074, CITY OF MANISTIQUE - $78,800 
12-096, CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN - $665,000 
12-092, CROCKERY TOWNSHIP - $120,000 
12-127, DNR-EXECUTIVE (PUBLIC LAND ACCESS AND CONSOLIDATION-GATE 
PROPERTY) - $450,000 
12-071, LONG LAKE TOWNSHIP - $2,073,000 
12-125, DNR-EXECUTIVE (PUBLIC LAND ACCESS AND CONSOLIDATION-TWO 
HEARTED) - $500,000 
12-020, EATON COUNTY - $3,075,000 
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12-079, VILLAGE OF SARANAC - $74,000 
12-128, DNR-EXECUTIVE (PUBLIC LAND ACCESS AND CONSOLIDATION-
STASZUK PARCEL) - $200,000 
12-105, LEELANAU TOWNSHIP - $375,000 
12-041, VILLAGE OF SPRING LAKE - $93,000 
12-084, CITY OF HARBOR BEACH - $150,000       

 
   SUPPORTED BY DIRECTOR CREAGH.  PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE.  
     
Development Projects 
  

MOVED BY MR. CHARTERS, TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING SMALL 
DEVELOPMENT GRANTS INITIATIVE PROJECTS: 

 
 12-066, CITY OF IRON RIVER - $49,900 
 12-072, VILLAGE OF BARAGA - $50,000 
 12-024, MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP - $45,000 
 12-059, CITY OF ROOSEVELT PARK - $28,300 
 12-017, VILLAGE OF PENTWATER - $45,000 
 12-122, GRANT TOWNSHIP - $49,000 
 12-002, OSCEOLA COUNTY - $37,600 
 
 SUPPORTED BY MR. CUMMINGS.  PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE. 
 
 
 MOVED BY MR. CHARTERS, TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING DEVELOPMENT 
 PROJECTS: 
 
 12-111, NILES TOWNSHIP - $286,000 
 12-018, BERRIEN COUNTY - $300,000 
 12-082, CITY OF EAST LANSING - $300,000 
 12-090, VILLAGE OF EAST LAKE - $141,000 
 12-015, CALEDONIA TOWNSHIP (ALCONA COUNTY) - $245,400 
 12-124, CITY OF CLIO - $127,500 
 12-044, CITY OF DEARBORN - $280,000 
 12-019, CITY OF LANSING - $300,000 
 12-046, OSHTEMO TOWNSHIP - $300,000 
 12-115, SHELBY TOWNSHIP - $300,000 
 12-076, AU TRAIN TOWNSHIP - $246,700 
 12-060, CITY OF BURTON - $171,000 
 12-118, CITY OF NEW BALTIMORE - $116,000 
 12-141, GARFIELD CHARTER TOWNSHIP - $199,000 
 12-043, VILLAGE OF LYONS - $164,000 
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 12-088, VILLAGE OF ONEKAMA - $97,300 
 12-099, DEWITT TOWNSHIP - $78,000 
 12-109, CITY OF FLINT - $300,000 
 12-021, CITY OF FRASER - $300,000 
 12-030, CITY OF MARQUETTE - $88,800 
 12-086, CITY OF SAGINAW - $67,000 
 12-120, CITY OF YPSILANTI - $300,000 
 12-117, KALAMAZOO COUNTY - $300,000 
 12-013, METZ TOWNSHIP - $111,600 
 12-027, BRANCH COUNTY - $140,000 
 12-073, CITY OF BELDING - $274,800 
 12-123, CITY OF IRONWOOD - $225,000 
 12-039, CITY OF MUNISING - $86,200 
 12-114, CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN - $217,400 

12-130, DNR-FISHERIES DIVISION (ODEN STATE FISH HATCHERY 
DEVELOPMENT) - $300,000 
12-133, DNR-PARKS AND RECREATION DIVISION (FRED MEIJER IONIA TO 
OWOSSO RAIL-TRAIL - BRIDGES) - $300,000 
12-136, DNR-PARKS AND RECREATION DIVISION (PERE MARQUETTE STATE 
TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS) - $300,000 
12-049, IRON ORE HERITAGE RECREATION AUTHORITY - $281,000 
12-101, CITY OF DEWITT - $64,400 
12-095, CITY OF ZILWAUKEE - $254,100 
12-048, PENTWATER TOWNSHIP - $287,400 
12-134, DNR-PARKS AND RECREATION DIVISION (FRED MEIJER IONIA TO 
OWOSSO RAIL-TRAIL – SURFACE) - $300,000 
12-033, MILLS TOWNSHIP - $270,000 
 
SUPPORTED BY MR. CUMMINGS.  PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE. 
 
 
MOVED BY MR. CHARTERS TO ADD THE FOLLOWING PROJECT FROM 
THE SMALL DEVELOPMENT GRANTS INITIATIVE: 
 
12-004, WELLS TOWNSHIP - $46,100 
 
SUPPORTED BY MR. CUMMINGS.  PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE. 
 
 
MOVED BY DIRECTOR CREAGH TO ADD THE FOLLOWING PROJECTS 
FROM THE SMALL DEVELOPMENT GRANTS INITIATIVE: 
 
12-062, MUSKEGON COUNTY - $37,500 
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12-064, SPRING LAKE TOWNSHIP - $46,500 
12-080, OTTAWA COUNTY - $47,500 
12-069, SANILAC COUNTY - $19,000 
12-139, DNR-WILDLIFE DIVISION (HUNTING ACCESSIBILITY INITIATIVE) - $50,000 
12-121, MENOMINEE COUNTY - $18,700 
12-116, DELTA COUNTY - $50,000 
12-009, MEADE TOWNSHIP – $37,400 
 
SUPPORTED BY MR. CANALE.  PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE. 

 
MNRTF Phase II:  Refining the Vision for a New Era – UPDATE 
  
Mr. Cummings outlined updates for the MNRTF Phase II:  Refining the Vision for a New Era.  
Mr. Cummings and Mr. Charters have had two meetings with DNR staff to discuss the future 
vision for the MNRTF program. 
 
The long-term goal for the MNRTF is to align itself with the rest of the state—the “reinvention of 
Michigan.”                
 
Mr. Cummings asked Mr. Mayes to outline the scoring changes that are being considered for 
2013. 
 
Mr. Mayes outlined some of the proposed scoring changes.  They are as follows: 
 

• Bringing communities with conversion issues more into alignment and try to address 
these conversions.  It is suggested that communities with a conversion receive a -50 
points for an application they submit for possible funding.  One exception to the -50 
points would be if the Board thought the project was an exemplary project and chose to 
fund it despite a conversion issue.  This would be at the Board’s discretion. 

• Collaboration with other local units of government and funding partners. 
• Water trails. 
• Environmental-friendly points incentives. Communities would have to install at least 

three amenities. 
• Clarification of Renovation and Redevelopment category.  Term “redevelopment” would 

be eliminated; only “renovation” would remain. 
• Campsites and boat launch slips – on grant-encumbered facilities, would require 

community to not designate more than 25% of campsites and/or boat slips for seasonal  
users.  

• Priority trail points – in some cases, trailheads were not given enough points to get 
funded.  Changes will be made to give trailheads points.   

• Regional trails (rail-trail) system – these would be more emphasized. 
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Mr. Charters mentioned that in the meetings with staff, an investment and spending policy was 
discussed.  This will be finalized by the February 20, 2013 meeting.   
 
Mr. DeBrabander added that in addition to the scoring changes for 2013, staff has discussed 
more strategic changes. 
 
Chairperson Garner mentioned the applications being received are more for development rather 
than acquisition projects – as a result, there has been a surplus of acquisition funds.  He 
wondered about the possibility of an amendment to the constitution allowing for a 50-50% 
distribution between acquisition and development of the MNRTF funding.  We need to get these 
MNRTF dollars to communities to help them build their infrastructure.  He realizes this might be 
a dangerous move.   Mr. Cummings responded that this possibility had been discussed. 
 
Mr. Charters stated that the Board had overspent for the development project recommendations 
by $4,865.88.   
 

MOVED BY MR. CHARTERS, SUPPORTED  BY MR. CANALE, TO AMEND THE 
PREVIOUS MOTION APPROVING THE PROJECTS ON THE SMALL 
DEVELOPMENT GRANTS INITIATIVE LIST TO REDUCE THE GRANT AMOUNT 
FOR 12-009, MEADE TOWNSHIP, FROM $37,400 TO $32,500.   MOTION PASSED 
WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE. 

 
V.  NEW BUSINESS. 
 
Update on MNRTF Staff Activities 
 
Mr. DeBrabander advised the Board that, as previously discussed, staff has been working on 
scoring changes for 2013. 
 
Working with Michigan Recreation and Park Association (MRPA), staff assisted in a webinar on 
five-year recreation plans – looking at ways to make changes/improvements.  Ms. Jorkasky and 
Ms. Bayus took the lead participating in the webinar.  This webinar had the most attendees of 
any given by MRPA .  There was a lot of good feedback on changes that could be made. 
 
Staff will be conducting/participating in 14 workshops in 2013.  Eight of these workshops are 
recreation grant workshops; six workshops will be in conjunction with other State departments 
on Placemaking. 
 
Recreation grant booklets will be updated this month.  Staff is always reviewing plans and 
specifications and five-year recreation plans submitted. 
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Election of Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson for 2013 
 
 MOVED BY DIRECTOR CREAGH, SUPPORTED BY MR. CANALE, TO 
 APPOINT MR. CUMMINGS AS CHAIRPERSON AND MR. CHARTERS 
 AS VICE-CHAIRPERSON OF THE MNRTF BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 FOR 2013.  PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE. 
 
2013 Board Meeting Dates – BOARD APPROVAL 
 
Chairperson Garner suggested that the June meeting be held in Emmet County.  The county 
has agreed to host this meeting. 
 
The 2013 MNRTF Board meeting dates will be: 
 
 February 20 
 April 17 
 June 19 
 August 21 
 October 23 
 December 3 (evening meeting) 
 December 4 
 
 MOVED BY MR. CANALE, SUPPORTED BY MR. CUMMINGS, TO ACCEPT 
 THE MEETING DATES FOR THE MNRTF BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR 
 2013.  THE JUNE MEETING WILL BE HELD IN EMMET COUNTY. 
 PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE.      
 
VI.  STATUS REPORTS. 
 
DNR Real Estate Report – State Acquisitions 
 
Mr. Charters commented on some of the completed eco-region consolidation acquisitions – in 
particular, the Aho Tract, Cudlip Tract, and Camburn-Fish Tract properties.  He felt these were 
great examples of land consolidation acquisitions. 
 
MNRTF Financial Report 
 
Mr. Frick outlined the MNRTF investment income.  The MNRTF Stabilization Reserve will have 
$62 million going into 2013.  Last year the MNRTF earned 30% on its equities and 9% on 
bonds. 
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Revenues are different now without the oil and gas revenues being a factor, so now we must 
look towards investment income, both for stability and growth.  Another option is to “tier” how 
the funding is prioritized (payments in-lieu of taxes and overhead/administrative costs). 
 
The State Treasurer’s office will be making a presentation on overall investments for all funding 
sources at the Natural Resources Commission next week.  If it can be arranged, he will see if a 
presentation can be made to the MNRTF Board in February. 
 
Mr. Frick also stated that the financial report will be redesigned for 2013 (larger font and less 
lines). 
 
Mr. Frick also outlined the common cash fund – there is about $200 million of flow in this fund 
because of land auctions in the past.  The Attorney General is looking at statutes to see if we 
are restricted as to what we can do with investments.  
 
MNRTF Land Consolidation and Line Item Department Projects 
 
Mr. Charters commented that there are a number of very old projects still open (2006, 2007, 
2008 and 2009).  He stated that the Village of Ontonagon (TF06-032) is still open.  Mr. Mayes 
responded that staff is working towards resolving issues and closing out the project.  Ms. Bayus 
also stated that one delay was the landowner was not willing to sell after the appraisal came 
back. 
 
Mr. Charters noticed that several eco-region land consolidation projects were still open (2007, 
2008 and 2009).  Mr. DeBrabander responded that this actually is an improvement from past 
years, but we have a ways to go.  Mr. Charters commented that there is approximately $1 
million outstanding in eco-region projects from 2007.  These funds need to be expended quickly. 
 
Mr. Charters asked about the Au Train Basin Waterfowl Refuge Project-Phase I (TF07-134) and 
wondered when this was going to be completed.  He stated that if the problem lies with the 
landowner, we should just withdraw from the project.   
 
Director Creagh commented that as the subcommittee looks at strategic investments, he would 
like them to look at this. This is an issue that the Legislature is also looking at.  There are 
questions as to how long funds can be carried over for projects with a three-year limitation for 
expenditures.  He further stated he will make sure staff provides the Board with an up-to-date 
report for all projects that are over three years.  This will be provided at the February 20, 2013 
meeting and the Board will be given recommendations for completion of these projects.   
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VII.  OTHER MATTERS AS ARE PROPERLY BROUGHT BEFORE THE BOARD. 
 
Mr. Richard Haberman, City Manager, City of Fraser, thanked the Board for recommending the 
City of Fraser’s project for funding.  He also thanked Ms. Jorkasky for all her assistance on the 
project. 
 
Chairperson Garner thanked everyone for all their hard work to make these projects a reality.   
 
Mr. Cummings wished to recognize and thank Chairperson Garner for chairing the MNRTF 
Board for the past two years. 
 
Chairperson Garner mentioned that a recognition plaque has been prepared and will be given to 
Mr. Frank Torre, a former MNRTF Board member, for his years of service on the Board.   
 
VIII.  ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
 
 The next meeting of the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Board is scheduled for 9:00 
AM, Wednesday, February 20, 2013, Lansing Community College West Campus, 5708 
Cornerstone, Lansing, Michigan. 
 
IX.  ADJOURNMENT. 
 
 MOVED BY MR. CUMMINGS, SUPPORTED BY MR. CANALE, TO 
 ADJOURN THE MEETING.  PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 AM. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________  ______________________________ 
Bob Garner, Chairperson    Steven J. DeBrabander, Manager 
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund  Grants Management 
     Board of Trustees 
 
 
 
     ____________ 
                                                                 DATE 
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