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New Public Land 

Silver Lake Basin acquisition: 

At the May 7, 2015 Natural Resources Commission meeting, DNR Director Keith Creagh approved 
a 14.3-acre land acquisition that secures public assess to Marquette County’s Silver Lake Basin.  
The goal of this purchase was to ensure public access to this waterbody for current and future 
generations.  The existing lakeshore parcels around this lake were either private lands or corpo-
rate forest holdings and there was no guaranteed public access to the Silver Lake Basin.   

Silver Lake is a 1,214 acre impoundment of the Dead River watershed. This acquisition serves as 
compensation for; damages to fisheries, recreation, and aquatic life; reduced public access to the 
post-event fishery resource; the presence of northern pike in Silver Lake; and the loss of a rare in-
land lake coldwater fishery.  

The Plum Creek Land Company of Atlanta Georgia agreed to sell this parcel after years of discus-
sion with the Michigan DNR Fisheries. Funds for this purchase were paid from a 2009 Upper Pen-
insula Power Company consent judgement related to the May 2003 failure of the fuse plug in the 
dike of the Silver Lake dam and subsequent Dead River flood.   

Prior to the 2003 dam failure, the sport fishery of Silver Lake Basin was noted for quality trout, 
bass, and yellow perch populations.  Stocking of brook trout and splake were enjoyed by anglers 
and this lake provided a coldwater trout fishery to Marquette County.  The May 2003 fuse plug fail-
ure at the Silver Lake dam allowed for the downstream presence of northern pike to gain access to 
this lake, of which never before had northern pike had the opportunity to colonize this waterbody.  
The infestation of northern pike allowed the pike to consume trout as a forage source and conse-
quently all stocking of trout has ceased.   

Because of the extensive shallow stump-field shoals that provide spawning habitat for panfish, fu-
ture management plans for this basin include the development of a bluegill fishery.  We recognize 
there are not very many quality bluegill fisheries in Marquette County and the development of a 
panfish opportunity in this 1,200 acre lake will be a resource opportunity for area anglers to enjoy.   

An additional public benefit from this acquisition is the preservation of secured access to the lake 
as a water source in the event of a wildland forest fire event.   

Securing public fisheries for future generations 
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What’s new! 
Sportfish regulation changes for the western UP 

Lake Gogebic walleye size limit:  On November 5, 2015 new walleye sportfishing regula-

tions for Lake Gogebic went into effect.  At the November 5
th
 Michigan Department of Natural Re-

sources Commission (NRC) meeting, Commissioners unanimously approved special walleye 
sportfishing regulations for Saginaw Bay and for Lake Gogebic.  This new regulation for Lake 
Gogebic will allow anglers the option of keeping two smaller walleyes — from 13 inches up to 15 
inches — within their five-fish daily possession limit.  The new rule change however will not require 
anglers to keep fish smaller than 15 inches. 
 
This regulation change was a result of public input gained at a public meeting on July 22 in 
Marenisco Township. Michigan Department of Natural Resources Fisheries Division noted that 
Lake Gogebic is unique to other lakes because of the high level of natural reproduction of walleye 
that this lake annually produces.  As a result of the strong natural reproduction of walleye, this lake 
has a dominance of small walleye, much more abundant than other lakes in Michigan.  Analysis of 
the Lake Gogebic biological data as well as input from the public formed the basis for this new reg-
ulation change. 
 
Walleye were introduced into Lake Gogebic in 1904. Fisheries Division will continue to monitor 
Lake Gogebic to help track the effects of this new sportfishing regulation. 
 

Walleye Regulations on Ontonagon River:  On November 5, 2015 the Michigan Natural 

Resources Commission also instituted more restrictive walleye regulations for the Ontonagon Riv-
er (Ontonagon County) as only one (1) walleye in the daily possession limit may be possessed 
greater than 25 inches.  This new sportfishing regulation went into immediate effect on the Novem-
ber 5th date. The  portion of the Ontonagon River, near the town of Ontonagon, is known for large 
lake-run walleye that migrate into this river during the spring spawning season. Sport anglers enjoy 
seeing these big fish each spring and they wish to protect this special fishery from being overhar-
vested. 

 

Lake Angeline trout regulations:  On April 1, 2016 the Type-B inland trout lake designation 

for Lake Angeline will be removed, thereby effectively changing the current 15"-inch minimum size 
limit for lake trout and splake to 8-inches.  By removing the Type-B regulation, and having this lake 
be a non-classified inland trout water, the daily possession limit would become 5 fish of which no 
more than 3 may be of 15-inches or larger. Lake Angeline is located in the City of Ishpeming and is 
within bicycle or walking distance of most of the citizens of this community.  The lake offers good 
shorefishing opportunities for smallmouth bass, black crappie, and yellow perch.  A newly con-
structed (summer 2015) State boat launch now allows anglers to access Lake Angeline for lake 
trout, rainbow trout, and brown trout. The lake will be stocked annually with various species of trout 
and thus will certainly receive regular fishing pressure. Allowing an 8 inch minimum size fishing 
regulation will attract families and kids to enjoy this lake, and will allow new anglers to be able to 
catch a meal of fish to take home.  
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What are your thoughts? 
Sportfish regulation changes for the western UP 

Twin Lakes (Lake Roland, Lake Gerald) trout regulations:   

Located in 26 miles southwest of the cities of Houghton/Hancock, Lakes Roland and Gerald provide 

552 acres of trout  and panfishing opportunity.  These lakes have been largely managed for walleye, 

bass, and panfish since the 1930’s.  Stocking of rainbow trout began in 1972.   In recent years, trout 

survival has diminished, possibly due to warmer lake waters combined with increases in nutrient 

loading.  Michigan DNR Fisheries stocks an average of 6,500 yearling rainbow trout on an annual 

springtime basis, with the stocked fish averaging 6-7 inches in length. In recent years lake trout 

have also been stocked into these lakes, often with these fish averaging 13-14 inches in length.  

Current sportfishing regulations for Lake Roland and Gerald allow for a minimum size limit of 12 

inches for keeping rainbow trout and 15 inches for keeping lake trout.  

With numerous cabin owners at these lakes, along with the 175 acre Twin Lakes State Park, fishing 

pressure is quite steady year round.  Sublegal size rainbow trout and rainbow trout are often caught 

and released by novice anglers who put stress on these fish when handling them for the removal of 

hooks.  This handling stress is particularly acute soon after springtime fish stocking when the trout 

are easiest to catch. 

We would like your thoughts on possibly removing the current Type-B sportfishing regulations that 

set the 12 and 15 inch minimum size limits for rainbow and lake trout.  By removing the Type-B reg-

ulation classification for these lakes, the new minimum size limit would be 8 inches for all species of 

trout.  We do not think lowering the size limits on other trout lakes would be wise, however for a 

heavy-use fishery such at what occurs at Lake Roland and Gerald, this smaller size limit may allow 

for more trout to make it home to the frying pan.   If you have thoughts regarding this idea, please 

contact our staff at the Baraga DNR Customer Service Center at 906-353-6651. 

Twin Lakes State Park 
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Walleye are stocked in a multitude of lakes and rivers across the State of Michigan.  In late April of each year, 

fertilized walleye eggs are gathered from the wild and hatched during early May in our State hatcheries.  

These fish are then transferred to outdoor ponds for rearing during the months of May and June.  By the end 

of June, the walleye within the ponds start becoming cannibalistic therefore the fish are harvested and stocked 

out to receiving waters.   Most lakes and streams that are designated for walleye allocations receive June har-

vested spring fingerling 2.5 inch size fish.  Conversely, some waters receive newly hatched fry rather than fin-

gerlings.  For the Western Upper Peninsula, spring fingerling walleye are reared in two ponds; one pond locat-

ed near the town of Crystal Falls and the second pond located in northern Menominee County.  Years of rear-

ing information has shown that walleye that are reared in the warmer southern  reaches of the UP are typically 

twice the size of walleye reared in ponds located closer to  Lake Superior.  For the reason of rearing larger 

and more quality size walleye, the fish that are stocked in the Western Lake Superior Management Unit will 

continue to come from the Crystal Falls and Menominee ponds.   

The following is a list of the waters that received walleye in 2015; 

 Otter Lake   (Houghton County)      9,170 fingerlings 

 Portage Lake*  (Houghton County)  100,000 fingerlings 

 Long Lake  (Gogebic County)    10,966 fingerlings 

 Huron Bay  (Baraga County)      1,000,000 fry 

 Ontonagon River  (Ontonagon Co)      1,100,000 fry 

 Portage Lake*  (Houghton County)                 1,200,000 fry 

The following waters are scheduled for walleye stocking in 2016; 

 Hannah Webb Lake (Iron County)      3,100 fingerlings 

 Teal Lake   (Marquette County) 1,000,000 fry 

 Hoist Basin  (Marquette County) 27,500 fingerlings 

 Portage Lake*   (Houghton County) 100,000 fingerlings 

 Portage Lake*   (Houghton County) 1,000,000 fry 

 Sunday Lake  (Gogebic County)    5,000 fingerlings 

 Lake Independence (Marquette County) 10,000 fingerlings 

 Vermilac Lake  (Baraga County) 11,000 fingerlings  

 Lac Labelle  (Keweenaw County) 27,500 fingerlings 

 Huron Bay   (Baraga County) 1,000,000 fry 

The actual amount of walleye to be stocked will depend on the production levels of the Crystal Falls and Me-

nominee rearing ponds. 

*  Portage Lake is on a 6-year intensive stocking program (2013—2018) to restore the walleye fishery that col-

lapsed during the years of 2007—2012.   
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Hannah Webb Lake, Iron County 

Hannah Webb Lake has been managed for trout since 1944.  A quality sport fishery for trout 

existed in this lake until 1981 when the water quality deteriorated along with the occurrence 

of plankton blooms. Following 1981, fishing reports documented poor catch success. In 1984 

yellow perch, white suckers, and black bullheads comprised 77% of the total biomass of the 

fishery.  By 1987 yellow perch were abundant and black crappie began to show up in the 

fishery.  The lake was reclaimed in 1988 and restocked with brook trout in 1989, however the 

fishery experienced a complete loss from a fish kill in October 1989.  Rainbow trout stocking 

commenced through the 1990's, but by 1998 bluegill were present and yellow perch com-

prised 94% of the total biomass. The lake was re-treated in 2000 and restocked with rainbow 

trout and brook trout in 2001.  By 2005 the fisheries survey report documented lots of pump-

kinseed sunfish and bluegill, comprising 50% of the total biomass. A 2009 survey of the lake 

collected 40 rainbow trout (between 7-13 inches); however bluegill, pumpkinseed sunfish, 

yellow perch, walleye, and northern pike were also collected.  Angler and homeowner com-

ments since the 2009 survey reflect a very poor trout fishery combined the presence of 

northern pike, an abundance of yellow perch and panfish, and one fisherman caught a 44 

inch muskellunge.   

Beginning in 2016, fisheries management of this lake will be switched from a trout emphasis 

to a panfish/perch composition. A one-time stocking of walleye will be implemented during 

the 2016-2021 management period to introduce a predator species to this lake to help allevi-

ate yellow perch stunting.   

It is unfortunate to lose this trout fishery however history has shown that lake reclamation ef-

forts provide only a temporary short window of success. Water quality conditions, whether 

from drought or climate warming or limnological changes, may be playing a role in reduced 

survival of trout here.  A complete fisheries survey will be conducted on this lake during the 

spring of 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Hannah Webb Lake    
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P A G E  1 5  I S S U E  4  Great Lakes Commercial Fishing 

 

Great Lakes commercial fishing has 

had an increase of activity during this 

past year.  The following is an ex-

cerpt rom the Michigan DNR Fishing 

Guide rulebook….. 

Great Lakes Commercial Fishing Nets 

Anglers and boaters on the Great Lakes 

may encounter commercial fishing gear 

such as trap nets, gill nets and set hooks in 

Michigan waters. All state-licensed or Native 

American commercial fishing gear are re-

quired to be marked with floats or staff/flag 

buoy combinations depending on the licens-

ing entity. Anglers and boaters should give 

wide berth to any markers, since anchor 

lines may extend several hundred feet in 

any direction from the floats or flags along 

the length of the gear. The diagrams shown 

here will give sport anglers and boaters an 

idea about some of the markings they might 

encounter and assist them in avoiding en-

tanglement of fishing gear or boat propel-

lers. Tampering with commercial fishing 

gear is illegal and can create safety prob-

lems for other boaters on the water. 

Storms, waves, shifting ice can dislodge gill nets 
and cause them to float freely beneath the water 
for years.   If you happen to come upon an unteth-
ered/unanchored gill net, you can report the loca-
tion of this net to the Great Lakes Indian Fish and 
Wildlife Commission at the following link  http://
www.glifwc.org/ghostnet.html  or you can call your 
local Michigan DNR office.   The Great Lakes Indian 
Fish and Wildlife Commission’s ghost net reporting 
website is shown on the next page.   
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P A G E  1  I S S U E  4  West Lake Superior Unit Stocking Summary 
Check out where we stock fish:  The following is a summary of the fish that were stocked in the West 

Lake Superior Management Unit waters. You can check out were fish are stocked by visiting the fol-

lowing DNR website: http://www.michigandnr.com/fishstock/  
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West Lake Superior Unit Stocking Summary 
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