
 

 

Quality of Life 
Accessibility Advisory Council (AAC) Minutes 

Tuesday, March 26, 2013 
 

10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Manufactured Housing, Recreation Vehicles & Campground Association 

2222 Association Drive, Okemos MI 48864-5978 
 
 
Roll Call and Introduction of Visitors – Rick Briggs  
 
AAC Members: John Witzke, Jonathan Edgerly, Kimberly Woolridge, Bill Sheffer, Scott Norris, 
Rick Briggs, Al Bobrofsky, Tom Fracis (for Ann Conklin), Daryl Domke, Amy Trotter, Sara Peura 
via conference call, Dave Campbell, Michelle Mull, Duncan Wyeth. 
 
A-Team Members: Mike Evanoff, Joe Frick, Lt. Creig Grey, Greg Andrews, Jule Stafford, Deb 
Stolecki, Fran Ryan, Lynne Thoma, Erica Moore, Vicki Brown, Stacy Welling via conference 
call. 
 
Guests: Nancy Bell. Tom Tynan, Amanda Niven, Sharon Ellis, Ken Buchholtz. 
 
Minutes Acceptance – Rick Briggs 
December 2012 minutes were accepted. 
 
Introduction of New State ADA Compliance Director Sharon Ellis 
Sharon’s job is to ensure consistency and compliance with ADA.  She will use the DNR’s 
strategic plan as her example for other state departments.     

2013 Demo Day Update – Daryl Domke 
Daryl Domke reported that three vendors had equipment such as 4-wheel drive wheelchairs at 
the Ultimate Sport Show in Grand Rapids.  Attendance was good.  Daryl talked with someone 
from Muskegon about a youth day and they’d like more youth with disabilities to come to that 
event and they may invite vendors to attend as well. 

Detroit River Days – Greg Andrews 
Detroit River Days will be held at Milliken State Park on the 3rd weekend in June.  Greg Andrews 
was wondering if we’d like to do a demo day at this event.  Erica Moore will get a Demo Days 
subcommittee together for River Days planning.   

Proposed Wildlife Orders – Creig Grey 
Creig Grey reported that the recommended changes to the wildlife orders will be presented at 
the May 9 NRC meeting as information items and they will go to the NRC  at the June 13 
meeting for action.  If everything is approved by the NRC at the June 13 meeting, all the 
changes will be in place for the 2013 hunting season and published in the 2013 hunting guide. 

Creig suggested renaming the special disabled firearm hunt and the veterans hunt.  There was 
discussion on the renaming’s and it was decided that the special disabled hunt should be 
renamed to the Independence Hunt and the veterans hunt should be renamed the Liberty Hunt. 



 

 

There was discussion on increasing the hunting days for the special disabled hunt and it was 
decided to recommend to the department that hunters qualifying for the special disabled hunt 
would also qualify to the 100% disabled veterans hunt, now held in September. 

Hunting Accommodations for Deaf and Hard of Hearing and Deaf-Blind Constituents  
Tom Tynan is hearing impaired and would like to use an audible duck call because he is not 
able to hear if he is doing it right.  Creig Grey mentioned the difficulty of this due to federal 
regulations on duck hunting.  He is going to talk to Lt. Shaw in Cadillac about discussing it at a 
federal level as he is our representative at that level for water fowl.  At this time the DNR can’t 
change the rules for water fowl but we may be able to do something for turkey as the Natural 
Resource Commission (NRC) can control those regulations.  A suggestion was made to invite 
someone from the federal level to our next meeting when further discussions will be held.  Al 
Bobrofsky will bring in an automated turkey call for the next meeting as a demonstration.  

Legislative Update – Creig Grey   
Creig Grey gave updates on Senate and House bills including SB 171, SB 172, SB 214, SB 
229, SJR Q, HB 4297, HB 4299, SB 1340 and SB 1341. 

Rifle River Accessible Hunting Blind – Make Evanoff 
In 2012, 10 different hunters used the accessible hunting blind for a total of 36 days of hunting.  
Reservations can be made up to a year in advance and there are only five days left to reserve 
the blind for the 2013 firearm deer season.  Rick Briggs suggested we survey the folks that used 
the blind in 2012 to make any necessary changes for the 2013 hunting season.  

Ocqueoc Falls and the DaVinci Award – Mike Evanoff 
Ocqueoc Falls is one of three nominations for the DaVinci Award.  We watched a short video on 
the falls showcasing its accessibility.  Erica Moore will post a link to the video on the DNR 
accessibility web page. 

Overview of Trust Fund grants Awarded in December 2012  
Jule Stafford handed out a list of projects with special emphasis on the 27 of 54 projects with 
universal design components. 

Marquette State Fish Hatchery Elevator – Jan VanAmberg 
Rick Briggs asked for a discussion on the decommissioning of an elevator at the Marquette 
State Fish Hatchery.  Jan VanAmberg, the hatchery manager, explained the reason for 
decommissioning the elevator.  Rick inquired about the cost to decommission it and how long it 
would take to put it back into commission and at what cost.  Jan said decommissioning it will 
cost about $7000 but he did not know how much it would cost to get it back into commission if 
needed or how long that process would take. Jan will find out additional information and share 
bids on the cost.   

AAC Membership and Elections – Joe Frick 
Current memberships are good until 2014.  Nominations for chair and vice chair will be 
accepted at the December meeting.  Duncan Wyeth suggested we add someone from the deaf 
and hard of hearing and deaf-blind community to the council.  It was also suggested that we add 



 

 

a young person representing youths with disabilities.  We should always be looking for 
additional AAC members. 

Strategic Plan Review – Joe Frick and Greg Andrews 
The plan is scheduled to be updated in 2014.  Rick Briggs suggested we go through the goals, 
objectives and action items a few at a time.  Goals 1 and 2 will be put on the June agenda.  
Goals 3 and 4 will be put on the September agenda.  Goal 5 will be put on the December 
agenda.  Amy Trotter suggested we include efforts from the Blue Ribbon State Park committee 
into our strategic plan review. 

Department Updates – Joe Frick 
Joe Frick noted the following items of importance to the DNR: dredging is a top priority, 
legislation to raise the price of hunting and fishing licenses, land plan is going forward, Lansing 
staff moving from the Mason Building to the Constitution Hall, completing department facilities 
review, Belle Isle – nothing will happen this summer, and the Recreation Passport with 27% 
participation. 

Ram Center Remodel – Duncan Wyeth 
Duncan Wyeth asked for an update on the remodel and updates done at the Ram Center since 
they sought input from the AAC during the design process. 

Meeting Handouts 
There was discussion that meeting handouts should be available before meetings so they are 
accessible to everyone.  When a note goes out for agenda items everyone will be reminded to 
have all meeting handouts submitted by the specified note.  Handouts will not be allowed after 
that date and will need to be distributed after the meeting as additional information.   

World Dwarf Games 
Creig Grey reported that they have enough crossbows for the games and Lynne Thoma is 
working on getting money donated to buy fishing licenses for a fishing tournament during the 
games. 


