
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOUCES 

INTEROFFICE COMMUNICATION 

July 5, 2013 

TO: Michigan State Waterways Commission 

FROM: Ron Olson, Chief, Parks and Recreation Division 

SUBJECT: July 12,2013 Special Meeting Packet; 
Potential Eagle Lake Land Acquisition Process Update (Located in Cass County) 

Process Plan: 

1. Following the special Waterways Commission meeting on July 12,2013, a recommendation will be sent to the 
Director regarding the land acquisition. If the land is recommended for purchase, the appropriate real estate memo 
will be sent and posted on the Natural Resources COlfunission (NRC) agenda for the August 8, 2013 meeting for 
Director's action. 

2. An offer will be prepared and as soon as the Director's approval is completed, confirmation will be sent to the bank, 
August 8, 2013, to comply with the option. 

3. Closing on the property would occur not later than September IS, 2013. 

Attached at the end of the memo is a full background packet that was reviewed at the June 21, 2013 Waterways 
Commission meeting. 

The following actions have taken place since this date: 

Land option amI status: 

The 9.62 acre (Dock Property) parcel is controlled by I" Source Bank as a foreclosure. The bank has approved an extension 
to the original option to allow the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) until August 8, 2013 to make a formal offer, and 
close on the property no later than September IS, 2013. 

Key process steps: 

On May 30, 2013, the Parks and Recreation Division (PRO) staff held a public open house in Edwardsburg, Michigan 
regarding acquisition of the Dock Property on Eagle Lake in Cass County. 

• The Deprulment collected public comments at the May 30 open house, and planning staff have responded to these 
comments. The stakeholders have been informed that the comments and responses have been posted to the DNR 
website at www.michigan.gov/boating. 

• On June 21, 2013, a Michigan State Waterways Commission Meeting was held where this land acquisition request 
was reviewed and public comments heard. Action was delayed pending fmlher review of the public comments and 
other clarifications. 
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• A special meeting of the Waterways Commission in response to the option deadlines that will be held in Lansing on 
July 12, 2013, to hear additional public comments and act on a resolution associated with the acquisition. 

• Parks and Recreation Division will make a presentation to the Cass County Road Commission on July 18, 2013 
regarding this acquisition, as the county road bisects the parcel, to assure their support. 

• Parks and Recreation Division has submitted a preliminary site plan application to be placed on the agenda for the 
next Ontwa Township Planning Commission Meeting to be held on August 7, 2013. The purpose is to insure that 
the site plan meets the zoning requirements. The zoning language does, if this use and the zoning administrator 
advised that he believes the project complies. 

• The plan is to have the acquisition proposal on the August 8, 2013 Michigan Natural Resources Commission 
agenda. All of the appropriate updates from the above process will be available related to the final recommendation 
regarding the acquisition. If the Director's approval is secured, a formal offer will be sent electronically to the bank 
following the NRC meeting on August 8, 2013. 

Note: It should be noted that after the July 12 meeting, there will have been tIn'ee Michigan State Waterways Commission 
meetings where this land acquisition has been discussed public ally. 

ATTACHMENTS 
Attached for reference are the following documents: 
1. Exclusive Option to Buy Land 
2. Memo to Michigan State Waterways Commission regarding Eagle Lake proposed Acquisition 
3. Resolution 06-2013-01 
4. Map of Site Location 
5. Conceptual Site Layout of Eagle Lake Land Acquisition 
6. Zoning Ordinance 
7. Eagle Lake Land Acquisition Public Comments 
8. Letter to Waterways Commission from attorney 
9. Letter of support for Ontwa Township 
10. Letter of SUppOit from Cass County Road Commission 
11. Petition in support with 342 signatures 

cc: Steve Sutton, DNR 
Vicki Anthes, PRD 
Paul Yauk, PRD 
Jordan Byelich, PRD 
Roland Johnson, PRD 



JUN-24-2013 12:04 1ST SOURCE BAI-IJ< 

EXCLUSIVE OP'l'lON TO BUY LAND W11'H 
l'IWV[SION FOR ACCEPTANCE ADDENDUM 

This ADDENDUM TO THE EXCLUSIVE OPTION TO BUY LAND WITH 
PROVISION POR ACCEP'fANCE, signed by 1" Source Bank (hereinafter called the 
"Vendor"), dated March 26, 2013 for the lund commonly known as The Dock more completely 
described in "Attachment A," sels forth the following changes agreed to by both the Vendor (lIld 
the Dcpartlnent ofNalurnl Resources Por The Slate of Michigan (hereinafter clilIed the "Stille"). 

1. The Sraw shall have until Augu.~t g, 2013 to accept the !e11T1S ofilie subject option. 

2. The State shall be required to close on the purchElSe on or before September 15,2013. 

3. All other tenus ond condi lions remain unchanged, 

This Addendum shall be binding upon and inure to !.he benefil oflhe'partics, their successor~ and 
as~igns. 

SELLER: 1ST SOURCn BANK 

Witnessed 

B' 

;-'-"'''''''''ARTMENT OF NA TVRAL RESOURCES FOR THE STATE. OF MICHIGAN 

Date 

Witnessed 

P.01 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

LANSINO 

RICK SNYDER KEITH CREAGH 
GOVERNOR DIRECTOR 

June 19, 2013 

TO: Michigan State Waterways Commission 

FROM: Ronald A. Olson, Chief, Parks and Recreation Division 

SUBJECT: Eagle Lake Land Proposed Acquisition for access site 

Status and Process 
Attached for your review for future consideration is a resolution to recomm-erid the 
purchase of 9.62 acres of land located on Eagle Lake in Southwest Michigan. The lake 
is nearly 380 acres, and has connecting waterways to three smaller lakes, totaling 461 
acres. Currently, there are no public boating access sites (BAS). There does exist a 
private launch and one road ending access point on Eagle Lake. 

Background 
One goal of the State Waterways Program is to provide public boating access to 
Michigan's lakes and streams. 

Currently, there are over 1,100 i;Joating access sites statewide on Michigan's lakes and 
streams. 

The 9.62 acre parcel became available through a bank on a foreclosure. Our policy is 
to have our local district staff recommend locations for potential acquisition if it would 
create public boating access to key lakes and other waterways. The bank contacted the 
DNR asking if we were interested in the property. 

Process 
Public Act 210 requires the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to contact the local 
units of government to determine if they would be interested in purchasing and 
operating a BAS. 

Process for considering BAS acquisitions. 
1. The site is assessed to determine if it is feasible to create boating access to the 

waterways. 
2. Zoning is reviewed to ensure that a public boating access site is feasible. 
3. Ensure that the land could be developed in compliance with environmental 

requirements. 
4. Collaborate with local units of government, such as the road commission, to 

ensure there is support for the concept. 
5. Hold a public input session to enable the public to learn about the proposal and 

to provide comments, suggestions, and questions. 
6. Address the public input, respond to the comments, and consider the public's 

input in the proposal. 

STEVENS T. MASON BUILDING' 530 WEST ALLEGAN STREET· P.O. BOX 30028 • LANSING. MICHIGAN 48909-7528 
WVNI.michigan.gov/dnr. (517) 373·2329 
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7. Respond back to the public and consider the proposal with the Michigan State 
Waterways Commission for their assessment, and ultimate recommendation to 
the Department regarding the planned acquisition. 

Status 
Following the public open house held May 30, 2013, the staff prepared the attached 
summary of public comments. Also, a letter has been received from the attorney 
representing the Eagle Lake Improvement Association expressing concern over the 
zoning and other related matters. 

The zoning details were reviewed (see attachment) that identifies the zoning as Lake 
Residential. Thi~ zoning does permit "Parks" within the zone. 

There has been support for the access site if we are open to park amenities on the land. 

A petition was signed locally by 342 individuals in support of acquiring land that would 
provide public boating access to Eagle Lake and the chain-of-Iakes. 

The privately owned land has been used for over 50 years to launch boats and to 
access the lake. This has resulted in unregulated parking problems in the area. 

Recommendation 
1. Postpone action on land acquisition. 
2. Waterways Commission assign the matter to the facility subcommittee to work 

with staff further to review the public comments and to discuss options for a 
conceptual site plan. 

3. Subcommittee and staff continue the communication between the stakeholders 
to seek a consensus plan to move forward. 

4. Recommend a plan of action at a future Michigan State Waterways Commission 
regarding the feasibility of acquiring the land. 
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Attachments 
1. Location Map 
2. Concept Plan 
3. Zoning definitions 
4 .. Public open house notes 
5. Letters from 

a. Attorney 
b. Township 

.. C.- Road Commission' 
cc: Eagle Lake Improvement Association 

Qnlwa Township 
Cass County Road Commission 
Painter Juno Christiania Lakes Association 
DNR Parks and Recreation 
DNR Real Estate Section 
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RESOLUTION NO. 06-2013-01 

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR ACQUISITION OF LAND ON EAGLE LAKE, 
CASS COUNTY, FOR DEVELOPMENT OF A BOATING ACCESS SITE 

IVhereas the Michigan State Waterways Commission provides advice to the Department 
on fmancial and technical issueneIated to boating facility acquisition, development, and 
operation; 

Whereas the Department provides recommendations to the legislature for the 
appropriation of funds to the Department under the Waterways Program for the 
acquisition, development, and operation of boating facilities; 

Whereas the Waterways Program provides funding for the acquisition, 
design/development, operation, and maintenance of boating facilities; 

Whereas the Waterways Program recommends acquisition of land on Eagle Lake for 
development of a public boating access site. 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the Michigan State Watelways Commission suppOlis the 
acquisition of land on Eagle Lake in Cass County for development of a boating access 
site. 

Submitted by: Ron Olson, Chief, Parks and Recreation Division 

Date: Friday, June 21,2013 

(POSTPONED) 
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"The Dock Property" 
Eagle Lake 

Cass County, MI 

Waterways Program. 
Parks and Recreation Division 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
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Wa!erw<lYs Program 
Parks and Recreation DivisIon 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 

Eagle Lake Land Acquisition - Conceptual Site Layout 

Maneuver Areas (2) 

• Parking for vehicles with trailers 
Eagle Lake--(estimate 25) 

• Channel (estimate' 0) 

Fishing Pond 
• Access Pier 
• Vehicle Parking (estimate' 0) 

Toilet Facility 

Natural Areas/Buffers 

Shelter Building 

Boat Washing Station 

ADA Compliance 

NOTE: The layout is conceptual in nature. Through the design process changes may occur 
that differ from what is shown in this draft. The development process will include working 
with focal units of government and gathering public commenfto develop a final design. 

V: 

~ 





for a principal use and accessory uses, together with such open spaces as are required by this 
Ordinance. 

(a) Area, Lot - The total area encompassed within the lines of a parcel or piece of property, 
excluding street or road rights-of-ways. 

(b) Corner Lot - A lot located at the intersection of two (2) or more streets where the corner 
interior angle, formed by the intersection of the center lines of the streets, is one hundred 
thirty-five (135) degrees or less, or a lot abutting upon a curved street or streers if tangents to 
the cmve at the two (2) points where the lot lines meet the centerline curve form an interior 
angle of one hundred thirty-five (135) degrees or less. 

(c) Depth, Lot - The distance betWeen dle front and dlerear lot lines, measureciakmg the 
median between the side lot lines. -

(d) Double Frontage Lot -Any lot, excluding a corner lot, which fronts on two (2) streets which 
do not intersect. 

(e) Width, Lot -TIle continuous distance between the side lot lines, measured at the minimum 
building setback line and at rightangles to the lot depth. 

SECTION 2.32. MANUFACTURED HOME. A dwelling which is transportable in one (1) or 
more sections, that is built on a permanent chassis, and designed to be used as a dwelling with or 

-without permanent foundation, when connected to the required utilities and includes the 
plumbing, heating, air conditioning, and electrical systems comained therein and is installed by a 
Michigan Licensed Manufactured home dealer or Michigan Licensed Manufactured home installer 
as required by Michigan statute, and administrative rules promulgated dlereunder. 

SECTION 2.33. MANUFACTURED HOUSING COMMUNITY. A use which is a parcel of 
land under the control of a person upon which three or more manufactured homes are located on 
a continual, non-recreational basis and which is offered to the public for dlat purpose regardless of 
whether a charge is made therefore, together with any building, structure, enclosure, street, 
equipment, or faciliry used Or intended for- use incidental to the' occupancy of a manufactured 
home and which is not intended for use as a, temporary manufactured home or trailer. 

SECTION 2.34. MOTEL. A building or group of buildings on the same lot, whether detached or 
in connected rows, containing sleeping or dwelling units which mayor may not be independently 
accessible from the outside with garage or parking space located on tlle lot and designed for, or 
occupied by, travelers. The term shall include any building or building groups designated as motor 
lodges, transient cabins, or by any other tide intended to identiJY them as providing lodging, with 
or without meals, for cOl~lpensation on a transient basis. 

SECTION 2.35. MOTOR VEHICLE. Every vehicle which is self-propelled. 

Cf1 
SECTION 2.36. PARK. A noncommercial, not-far-profit facility designed to serve the recreation 
needs of the community, designed primarily as an outdoor, open space for passive or active use. 
An improved park typically includes ancillary constructed or installed facilities, such as playground 

Ontwa TO\vnship Zoning Ordinance II-7 Definirions 

(f) 



Omwa TownshiP accepts no re.sponsibility for tlu enforcemenc of private deed reshictiolJ.S or covenants ([5 the Ollttua TOlUnsllip 
Zoning OrdiJUlnce does }lOt apply to stich deed restrictions or covenants. 

equipment, restrooms or picnic shetters, while an unimproved park may include interpretive 
programs and trail systems that take advantage of geological, biological or scenic resources. A park 
does not include a commercial establishment or business, whether or not recreation-oriented. 

SECTION 2.37. PARKING AREA, SPACE OR LOT. An off·street open area, the principal use of 
which is for the parking of automobiles, whether for compensation or not, or as an accommodation 
to clients, customers, visitors, or employees. Parking area shall include access drives within the 
actual parking area. 

SECTION 2.38. PARKING BAY. A hard surface area adjacent and connected to, but distinct 
from, a street intended for parking motor vehicles. 

SECTION 2.39. PIER .. Concrete posts embedded in the ground to a depth below the frost line at 
regular intervals ajo;"g the j;ngirud;;al'di;iance of a nla~ufacturea home and intended to serve as -
a base for supporting the frame of the manufactured home. 

SECTION 2.40. PLANNING COMMISSION. The Ontwa Township Planning Commission, 
created by Michigan Public Act 168 of 1959, Sections 125.321 to 12.333 of the Michigan 
Compiled Laws. 

SECTION 2.41. PRINCIPAL OR MAIN USE. The primary or predominant use of a lot. 

SECTION 2.42. PRIVATE COMMUNICATION ANTENNAS. Private communication 
ahtennas shall mean an apparatus installed out-of·doors which is capable of receiving or 
transmitting communications for radip and/or television, including satellite dish reception 
antennas, amateur radio transmitting and receiving antennas but excluding such antennas as 
commercial radio and television and microwave communication towers. Excluded are such other 
facilities as have been preempted from Township regulation by applicable State or Federal laws and 
regulations. 

SECTION 2.43. ROADSIDE M.ARK:£T STAND. A temporary building or structure designed or 
used for the display and/or sale of agricultural products produced on the premises upon which the 
stand is located. . 

SECTION 2.44. COMMERCIAL ROADSIDE MARKET STAND. A temporary building or 
structure designed or used for the display and/or sale of agricultural products not produced on the 
premises upon which the stand is located. (As Amended 8/12/02) 

SECTION 2.45. SECTIONAL HOME. A dwelling made of two or more modular units factory 
fabricated and transported to the home site where they are put on a foundation and joined to 
make a single home. . 

SECTION 2.46. SIGN. Any object, device, or structure or part thereof situated outdoors or 
indoors which is used to advertise, identify, display, direct, or attract attention to an object, person, 
institution, organization, business, product, service, event, or location by any means, including 
words, letters, figures, design, Bymb~ls, fixtures, colors, illumination, or projected images. 

Onrn'a Township Zoning Ordinance 11·8 



OnttUa Township accepts no resp0lI.Sibilit)' for tl~ enforcement of private deed reshicriO)l5 or covenants as tIle Onrwa TowruhiP 
Zoni1lg Ordinance does llOt apply to SHch deal restrictions or covenants. 

I 

LAKERESlDENTIAL DISTRICT "L-R" 

SECTION 8.01. DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE. It is the intent of this Ordinance to 
designate certain portions of the township for single family dweHings. It is further the intent of 
this ordinance :that uses within this area be located to protect the water quality, fish and wildlife 
resources, scenic and aesthetic qualities, and recreational values. . 

SECTION 8.02. USE REGULATIONS. In the "L-R" District, no land or buildings shaH be used, 
and no buildings or structures shaH be erected or converted, for any use or under any condition 

---other than the foHowing,-- --- -- -- --------- --- --- --- - ------

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(f) 

Single family dwellings with a garage, as regnlated in Section 3.26. 

Home occupations, as regnlated in Section 5.02(h). 

Signs, as regulated in Article XIX. 

Pump h~uses, provided they shall not exceed sLxteen (16) square feet in area and not be of 
a height exceeding three (3) feet above ground level; and they shall be located not closer 
than ten (10) feet to any side lot line. 

Parks and community. centers, provided the site plan is approved by the Planning 
Commission in accordance with AJ:ticle XVI. 

Accessory buildings, as regnlated in Section 3.21. 

SECTION 8.03. HEIGHT REGULATIONS. No building or structure shaH exceed thirty- five 
(35) feet in height or two and one half (2 1/2) stories. 

SECTION 8.04. AREA REGULATIONS. No building or structure, nor any enlargement 
thereof, shall be hereafter erected except in conformance with the foHowing yard and lot area 
requirements: 

(a) Front Yard - There shall be a front yard of no less than thirty-five (35) feet, except for lots 
located on a lake or stream, in which case the minimum required front yard setback shall 
equal the average depth of existing front yards on developed lots within two hundred (200) 
feet of either side of the subject lot, but in no case shall it be less than thirty-five (35) feet. 
An accessory building shall not be permitted in the front yard, except as provided in 
Section 8.02. 

(b) Side Yard - There shaH be two side yards totaling at least twenty (20) feet and no side yard 

, .. " h< I~ "WI! ,I, 16) (WI ,!!wld,d, h",=" , 'h' wh,. , ,!do "" ti,,, ,"I·IM , '~'" , (2) 
Onnva Township Zoning Ordmance VIII-I Lake Residential Disttict 
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minimum yard of fifteen (15) feet is required. For all.other types of principal buildings, 
minimum side yards of twenty-five (25) feet on each side are required. 

(c) Rear Yard - There shall be a rear yard of at least thirty (30) feet. Where the lot is located on 
a lake or stream, the street frontage is considered ro be the rear yard; in such case, accessory 
buildings are permitted thirty (30) feet from the street right-of-way. In the case of a lot 
located on a lake or stream, the minimum required rear yard setback may be reduced ro 
twenty (20). feet, where it is demonstrated that such reduction in the setback would be 
commensurately matched with a ten (10) foot increase in the setback from the shoreline. 

(d) Lot Area - There shall be a lot area of at least twelve tilOusand (12,000) square feet; 
provided that where public or community sewer is installed, tile lot area may be reduced to 

.. nine' thousand, sLx hundred (9,600) square feetimd 'provided the new or existing home iL 
connected to tile sewer. (As Amended 8/12/02) 

(e) Lot Width -The minimum lot width at the setback line shall be eighty (80) feet. 

(f) Floor Area - There shall be minimum floor area of one tilOusand (1,000) square feet. 
Dwellings having more tilan one story shall have a ground floor area of at least seven 
hundred (700) square feet. 

(g) Storm-related run-off water from roofs, downspouts, .and any paved surface cannot 
discharge directly into a lake or stream. 

SECTION 8.05. CROSS REFERENCES, ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS. 

(a) For Section 8.02. Use Regulations, see also: 

(I)' Section 3.03. Continuation of Existing Uses. 
(2) Section 3.08. Essential Services. 
(3) Section 3.09. Powerlines and Pipelines. 
(4) Section 3.10. Principal Use. 
(5) Section 3.16. Basement Dwellings. 
(6) Section 3.17. Keeping of Pets and Livestock. 
(7) Section 3.18. Trailers or Manufactured homes. 
(8) Section 3.19. Home Occupations. 
(9) Section 3.20. Control of Heat, Glare, Fumes, Dusr, Noise, Vibration, and Odors. 
(10) Section 3.21. Accessory Buildings and Structures. 
(11) Section 3.22. Private Swimming Pools. 
(12) Section 3.Z3. Truck Pa~king and Storage. 
(13) Section 3.25. Garage and Yard Sales. 
(14) Section 3.n. Private Communication Antennas. 
(15) Section 3.32 Anti-Funnel/Anti-Keyholing. (As amended June 11, Z007) 

(b) For Section 8.03. Height Regulations, see also: 

Ontwa Township Zoning Ordinance VlIl-2 Lake Residential District 
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(1) Section 3.07. Height Exceptions. 
(2) Section 3.13. Fences and Walls. 
(3) Section 3.21. Accessory Buildings and Structures. 
(4) Section 3.27. Private Communication Antennas. 

(c) For Section 8.04. Area Regulations, see also: 

(1) Section 3.06. Area, Frontage, and Use Conditions. 
(2) Section 3.11. Lots HaVing Frontage on Two Streets. 
(3) Section 3.21. Accessory Buildings and Structures. 
(4) Section 3.22. Private Swimming Ppols. 
(5) Section 3.24. Yard Requirements. 
(6) Section 3.26. Residential Dwellings, Generally . 
. m-- --Section 3.27. Private CominuniCation Antennas~ 

(d) See also Article XVII. Parking and Loading Space. 

(e) See also Article XVIII. Nonconfonning Uses, Buildings and Structures. 

(I) See also Article XIX. Signs. 

Ont\\.'a Township Zoning Ordinance VlII·3 Lake Residential District 
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Public Comments and MONR Responses 

Eagle Lake Land Acquisition 

To streamline the amount of Information collected, Information was reviewed and efforls were made 
. toreiiliive7'iipetlflv7fcoiiiiiJimis,personaJ Informlitlon, simple declarations of foreif iifjillifiit;i5p7nl(}ns 
on the comment gathering process, and analogies related to comments. The Intent of t!JIs document 
Is to present collected comments and questions that are specific to the land under review as well as 
Issues dlreclly related to the land under review. 

TOPIC 1 - Lake Information; Lake Use: Carrying Capacity 

CommenVQuestlon: 
• When conducllng a carrying capaclly analysis for development was II to the waters edges? 
• When conducllng a carrying capaclly analysis lor development did It Include no wake zones? 
• When conducting a carrying capaclly analysis for development did It Include j 00 feet from piers, rafts 

or swim area? 
• When condu'cling a carrying capacity analysis for development did It Include channels? 
• When conducting a carrying capacity analysis for development did It Include Christiana, Juno or 

Painter? 
• When conducting a carrying capacity analysis for development was the depth considered? The 

average depth Is 9 feet. The 35 feet Is only 2% 01 the lake, 
• Already too many boats on Eagle Lake with ~ass tournament, salilioat racing, and' many recreational 

boats. . 
• Lake Is very shallow and will get cluttered up more with the addition of more boats. 
• With so many boats It will be very dangerous to be on the lake, 
• Want lake taken care of and not ambushed wllh more boats, 
• Capacity 01 the lake Is already at Its maximum, This additional usage will result In water cleanliness 

and salety Issues, 
• 4 j parkIng spaces far too many. 
• Concerned about number of boats added to Christiana Lake, 
• Eagle Lake Is a small, shallow lake with large boating denslly already. Adding more boat traHic 

without land ownership to support It will degrade the lake, This proposal would add dangerous traffic 
to an already busy lake (where public access already eXists), 

• Concern with lake carrying capacity (sailing club history-of lake), 
• Can Eagle handle more boats In Lake? 
• We do not have the minimum square miles even to have fhe state put In a public access, 
• Our lake already has the maximum number of boats per acre of lake, We don't need more boats 

Intruding. 
• We already have a high number of boats on the lake for Its size of only approx, 379 acres, adding 4 j 

parking spaces will cause unusuallrafflo congestion on Eagle Lake road which Is already crowded 
along the publlo swimming beach, 

Waterways Program Rev. 6/18/2013 
Parks and Recreallon Division 
Michigan Department of Naturat Resources 
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• This lake Is too small to permit 25 loot boats 
• This lake is much to small to have a slgnillcant Inorease In boat tralllo. 
• Eagle Is not a deep lake - only 2% is 30·35 leet deep - the rest Is 10 feet and under. The east end 

. of the lake, where the launoh will be Is very shallow - 4,5 feel on average. 
'. For 64% 01 the lake, the average depth Is less Ihan 10 leet. This means that boats can't spread out 

over that enllre 379 aores, but have to orowd Into the deeper areas. 
• Eagle Lake Is heavily used - upwards 01 85 sallboals plus 300·400 resident boats. Another 40 or 

more boats Is a real salely conoernl 
• Cass Counly Is the smallest 01 Ihe neighboring oountles and we now have 22 publio aooess sites. 

More are not needed. 
• Carrying oapaolty esllmates range Irom 5·15 aores per boal per one study found. In considering lake 

aoreage for boating Ihere should be a 100 foot buffer Irom docks, and area less Ihan 3 feet deep 
should be excluded. Even If we consider the enllre Eagle Lake at 380 acre, at 10 acres per boat, a 
40 boat addition would by Its ell exceed the carrying capacity of Eagle Lake. We can and should 
work these numbers for type of boat, acreage exoluded, using other esllmates of capacity, eto. 

• At peak times (weekends; especially holiday weekends) the lake Is overcrowded. Even Ihough 
carrying capacity cannol be measured precisely, II seems critical to consider. 

• Restriot use to the type 01 activity such as a lamlly In a low powered boat enjoying fishing. 
• There would seem to be no way to limit the acllvlty once you make the slle, It Is all comers. 
• The current plan with 41 proposed parking spaces seems way too big for this lake. Most of the tralfic 

will go to Eagle Lake, as the channel to the PJC chain Is not navigable by any but small craft. 
• Eagle Lake is a small lake, only 379 acres, and very shallow. Concerned about the number 01 boats 

this will add to an already very busy lake. 
• Public has always had access to Eagle Lake and not saying they should not have access as they 

have had In the past. II becomes a public salety concern when the carrying capacity of the lake Is 
not sullioientto handle a larger number 01 boats. Development 01 this new DNR access point to 
Eag Ie Lake contributes to the safety concern. 

Response: 
-,/ Per Ihe Public Trust Doctrine Ills Ihe public's right, whether a lakefront owner or visitor to a body of 

waler, io lise of those public walers in Ihe Stale of Michigan, Including Eagle Lake. 
-,/ Although It has been Indicated Ihal a large quanllty of walercraft are owned by rlparlans alone, 

observations have not idenllfled an overly ullllzed lake or Ihe polentlal for Ihls to occur after 
acqulslllon and development of a public boating access slle. The Michigan Departmenl 01 Natural 
Resources (MDNR) suggesls that while mosl rlparlans may own mulllple watercraft, less than 100% 
of Ihem are used at any given period. 

-,/ MDNR guidelines Identify up to Iwenty·flve (25) vehicle/trailer parking spaces per boat faunch ramp 
lane. The parking space quanli/les are based on a design guideline of a minimum of one parking 
space per 15 waler surface acres. MDNR also considers, among olhers, size of parce!, lopography, 
exisfing shoreline developmenl, existing vegetal/on, soli condillons, configuration of Ihe slle, and 
vegefatlve buffers w/len laying out a slle. AI Eagle Lake, gIven thaf the proJecl has not yel been 
designed or engineered we cannot define a specific amount of parking spaces. 

-,/ Any lake, regardless of lis sfze, offers dlfferenl boating experiences, bolh In ferms of recreation and 
lis natural resources. As one of the fargesllakes In Cass Counfy, Eagle Lake offers a great varlefy of 
boating experiences, and more opportunity Ihan smaller fakes. This Includes us by an array of 
recreational boa ling vessels from canoes and kayaks to fishing boafs and sailboats. The use 
pafferns of Ihese various types of vessels also are nol consistent, and can vary based on the time of 
day, Ihe season, fishing condlllons, weather, IndIvidual boater preference for boating, and other 
factors. This Inconslslency oreales conflict when allemptlng 10 determine a specific capacity for such 
a flucluatlng waler recreation system. To quofe from a document tilled "ReoreatlonalBoallng 
Carrying Capaclly: A Framework for Managing Inland Lakes," from the proceedings of a workshop 
held at Michigan Stale Unlverslly on Augusl23, 1995, it slates "Many recreation studies have 
determined fhatthere are wide variations In people's perceptions. of crowding, and simple counts of 
the number or densllles of users do not correlale very well wllh these percepllons." 
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.; The property has been the loca/lon of a launoh lor 50 years, and It has had upwards 01 70 vehicles 
with trailers In the parking lot. MONR's development goals do not call for this many parkIng spaces, 
and this sffe would be the only loca/lon on the lake regulated based on available parking. However 
rlpar/an properties and other access pofnts could see unlimited numbers of vehicles with trailers. 

TOPIC 2 - Olher Launching Facilities; Siudles; Demand 

CommenVQuestlon: 
• Ramps-already have one In channel al north end of vacanllo!. 
• There are already public access points on Ihe lake tor fishing, boa ling, swimming. 

On Christiania Lake and already have a public launch site plus Iwo campgrounds. Do nol need 
another launch from Eagle Lake. Cannot use Eagle lake, why should Chrlsllana Lake have an 
overload from Eagle lake to Chrlsllana. 

• Eagle and Juno/Chrisllana/Palnler Lakes already have public access sites. 
• - None of the sludies have been done prior 10 the purchase-weed conlrol, safely, occupancy capacity, 

thread line studies, water depth. 
• There Is a public ramp with parking on Ihe south side ollhe lake. Thai launch site could be Improved 

with the removal of Iwo Irees. 
• There Is an exlsllng road side Ihat provides access 10 the non·boating public. 
• Eagle Lake Is subslantlally developed with a community boallng tacllily which adds over 80 sail 

boats 10 the number of boats using the lake. 
• There are Iwo exlsllng boal access points on Ihe lake which have served Ihe non-resident populallon 

tor over 50 years. Additionally, there are multiple road end points all around Ihe lake. 
• As tar as an access potnllo lakes Chrlsllana and Juno, you already have an access why develop 

another? 
• Eagle Lake does currenlly h1lVe public boa ling access, although none at the access polnls meet 

DNR slandards as a "boallng access site." 
• How many at area reglslered boats are permanently localed on one lake or stream tor Ihe enllre 

season, and how many are aclually oullooklng tor a place 10 pUlln? Thai would be a more heiptul 
number 10 consider when looking allhe need tor Ihls access polnl. 

• DNR was nol aware Ihallhere was a public access 10 Eagle Lake on Brady Rd. Many fisherman use 
Ihls ramp 10 access Ihe lake and have tor years. 

• . Ills a very unique locallon due 10 Ihe polentlal access 10 multiple lakas. For many years, private 
owners at Ihls property atlowed launching and tee parking ($5.00) al Eagle Lake. II will be wonderful 
tor Ihe DNR 10 relurn this launch 10 our area. 

• The access 10 Eagle, Juno, Christiana, and Palnler lakes has delerloraled since parking has been 
reslrlcled al Eagle and Ihe public launch area al Juno was re-done. 

• Oblaln Ihe prpperty 10 provide Ihe public wltli Ihese much needed Improvemenls. 
• DNR has not prepared an Envlronmenlallmpact Siudy In compliance with regulations Isslled by own 

department. 
• Beller opllon Ihan condos Which were a concern a lew years ago. 
• Wanl acquisition and development at Ihe access site belween Eagle and Ihe Juno Lake chain, wllh 

Ihe loss of parking al Juno. More spaces are needed and the plan will fill a glaring need. Allowing 
access 10 Eagle will be a bonus. 

• Need a nice ramp 10 be able 10 gel In 10 fish and boat. 
• There used. to be public access areas at all lakes, however as more population expanded Ihese 

access areas were laken over by local homeowners, now exlremely limited 10 lakes. 
• Wanl a place tor alilhe counly residents to use and enjoy. 
• . Nice 10 go 10 a body of waler and see and use an access that Is user trlendly 10 boalers as well as 

the land owners. . 
• With sal ely and appearance In mind Ihls would be a nice addition 10 our lakes In the area. 
• A boallaunch Is long overdue al Eagle Lake. 
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o One of Cass County Board of Commissioner's projects was to gain access for the public en the lakes 
In Cass County 
Eagle Lake Is fine body of water with quite limited access, 

o The fand acquisition at Eagle Lake and the eslabllshment of a qualify launch site for Eagle Lake 
appears to be a "win-win" for the Eagle Lake residents and area fishermen. 

o It will be greal to see the state of Michigan purchase this property not only for much needed current 
use, but for the use of many generations to ceme. 

o Project will be an asset to the area. 
o Am an active boater and fish many lakes In MI but have not been able to enjoy Ihese bodies of water 

due to lack of public access. 
o Project will be beneficial for more residents to enjoy and possibly even begin enjoying the outdoors 

as result of the planning for the property. 
• Send current proposal back for more study. 
o Can see families who have limited time now enjoying this resource due to proximity and access . 

. . 0 Would mean so l11uch to be able to Introduce the fun of fishing, the relaxation and sense of 
exploration In paddlingarounCiln a rowllciatwlthmygranddaughter and grandson via this access. 

Response: 
.( The public has a right to access Plibllc water bodies, and enjoy the IIsheries and other natural 

resource opportunities. The objective of tI!e MDNR Waterways Program Is to support public boating 
access to Michigan's Great Lakes, Inland lakes, and streams. This Includes Ihe acquisition, 
development, and opera /Ion of faCilities to provide safe boating access to enjoy the public's waters. 
The MDNR looks to provide a publlo boating acoess slle that will be sustaInable Into the future. Any 
private launohes or road endings are not sustainable illlernatlves as they are limited In existence . 
based on eaoh part/cular property owner's volition. The addition of a publlo boating access site will 
be beneficial by providing safe boating access to rlpar/ans and lake vIsitors, and througl! the use of 
current desIgn guidelines and standards will protect envlronmental/eatures on and around the site 
(suoh as Improved slorm water system design). . 

.( The need/demand for public boating access on Eagle Lake Is vel)' high. It Is the flflh largesl lake (at 
379 acres) In Cass county and does not provide publlo boating access. Additionally Eagle Lake has 
a variety of boatable depths up to a maximum of 35 feet deep. Per May, 2013 data, there are 
approxlmatelyB,961 watercralt registrations In the County and only 22 boating access sites providing 
a total of 279 parking spaces. That equates to rougllly 32 registered boats per parking space In the 
County; This number does notlnolude non-residents that Ira vel to Cass County toulillze boating 

. acoess sites nor does Ii include boaters comIng from tile state of IndIana to enjoy Michigan's natural 
resources. When analyzing the region that Includes the counties of Cass, Berrien, Van Buren, 
Kalamazoo, and SI. Joseph there are approximately 56,890 registered watercraft as of May, 2013 . 

.( Olher locations have been evaluated on Eagle Lake and they do nol provide sufficient space for all 
the essential elements of a boating aocess slle, This Includes, In addition 10 a launch: vehicle/trailer 
parking, ADA (Amer/cans with Disabilities Act) acoesslbiJlty, and an adequate maneUVering area for 
vehicles wllh trailers. ThIs lack of space creates substantial concern for public safety .. In regards 10 
road ending aocess poInts they are subject to the confines 01 their easement or dedication 
boundarIes. For this reason, they do not meet the size requirements to provide a vehicle/trailer 
maneuver area and parking, ·In a'ddillon to a launch ramp . 

.( The MDNR has reviewed other available Eagle Lake property In Ihe past, however II had IImllatlons 
with being In a resIdential development and the land lacked potential for providing adequate buffers 
between a potential slle and nearby housing . 

.( The MDNR has had on·slle discussions with the Department of Environmental Quality and they have 
not expressed any objection to the proposed acquIsition and development. The MDNR Fisheries 
DMslon has been involved In the prooess and supports Ihe acquisition to provide fishing 
opportunllles to the public and does not see a negative Impact to fisheries wllh the acquisition and 
development of a boating access site. 

TOPIC 3 - AcquiSition Process and Land Ownership 
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CommenVQues!lon: 
• The DNR did not approach the land owners seeking to acquire the land. Rather, the owner of the 

land, an Indiana bank, soughl out the DNR and the DNR seems to have Ireated this as a way of 
using a budget of government money supplied by the taxpayers. 

• There Is considerable dlsagreemenl on the ownership of the existing boat ramp. Clarification of this 
Issue could have significant Impact on the site development. 

Response: 
v" The MDNR has been aware of Ihls property for sale for quite some time, bul It was Ihe reallor for Ihe 

property Ihal approached Ihe MDNR aboul a polenlial purohase for public benefll. 
v" The ramp IIself falls wilhln Ihe same ownershIp as Ihe slruolures and property aoross Eagle Lake 

Road. The road rlghl-of-way does nollnolude Ihe enl/re ramp or pIer Ihal exlsls loday. The MDNR 
has been In oonleol wilh Ihe Counly and Is wllfing 10 oonllnue 10 work wilh Ihe Counly Road 
CommIssion for developmenl of a safe boal/ng aooess slle faclfily. 

- v' To allow {ocal unlls of govemment an opportunIty 10 purohase Ihe property In lieu of the Sialei Publlo ---­
Acl210 builds In a period of 90 days for a tooel unfllo respond 10 Ihal requesl. The MDNR atso 
gave publlo nollce of Ihe pending acqulslllon, via a press release, announolng a publlo open house 
on Ihe mailer. 

TOPIC 4 - Local Government and Stakeholder Process and Involvement 

CommentfQues!lon: 
• Was there, or has there ever been a vote of the township to approve this type of development? 
• Does this development tie Into the township master plan for development? 
• . How does the DNR overlook the fact that the "Dock" property Is presently zoned "Lake residential"? 

While "parks" might be Included In lake residential zoning, what's being proposed by the DNR far 
exceeds that definition of parks. 

• Zoning ordinances do not provide for a boat facility or park on the subject site. 
• Letters provided by the Township and the County Road Commission were nQt approved or 

authorized by the appropriate elected body. 
• The project fs In rio way Incfuded In the master plan of the township. 
• Is Edwardsburg on board with this process? 
• Has the DNR spoken with any township officialS about the acquisition? 
• Cannot ffnd Cass Co. Road Commission authorization the DNR reports they have received. 
• No reasons why DNR should be allowed to create a facility which violates existing local ordinances 

which spectllcally prohibit exactly what Is befng proposed. 
• No design plan was offered for review. This needs to be approved by the resldentsftownshlp officials 

before purchasing the property. 

Response: 
v" The MDNR has dlsoussed and mel regarding Ihe polenllalland purohase mull/pte times wIth various 

entllies Including represenlallves {rom Cass County, aniwa townshIp, Eagle Lake tmprovemenl 
Assoclallon, and Palnler/Juno/Chrlsllana Lakes Assoc/allon. A galherlng occurred at Onlwe 
Township hall In September, 2012 where allendees Included bolh representallves from aniwa 
Township end Eagle Lake Improvemenl Assoclallon. In Oclober, 2012, the MDNR attended an 
aniwa Township All Lakes Coallllon meellng. In March, 2013, the MDNR melon slle with 
representalives from aniwa Township, Cass Counfy, and the Departmenl of Envlronmenlal Qualily. 
In May, 2013, Ihe MDNR mel with representatives (rom Ihe Eagle Lake Improvemenl Assoclallon 
and Ihe Painter/Juno/ChrIstiana Lakes Association, and a Cass Counly Commissioner wes present 

. as well. On May 30,2013, the MDNR held a Publlo Open House whereby represenlallves from 
Cass Counly, anIwa Township, Eagle Lake Improvemenl AssocIation, and Palnler/Juno/Chrlsllana 
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Lakes Association were present. All of Ihese galherings and discussions were for Ihe evaluation of 
Ihe land for purchase and evenlual developmenl of a boal/ng access s/le. 

,( Pilor discussions wllh Onlwa Township have Included zoning requlremenls and Ihe MONR was 
Informed Ihe Township would be willing 10 work wilh Ihe MONR In regard 10 developmenl of a 
boa ling access slle and compliance wllh Township zoning. 

,( In April, 2013, Ihe MONR senllellers 10 bolh Onlwa Township and Cass Counly per Public Act 210 
nol/fylng each of Ihe land for sale and asking If ell her would be Inleresled In purchase and 
developmenl Inlo a boa ling access slle. Per prior communlcal/ons nellher Ihe Township nor County 
Is Inleresled In purohase for developmenl of a boa ling access s/le. 

TOPIC 6 - Planning and Design 

CommentfQuestlon: 
• Build a fishing pond for kids and stock the pond. 
• Build restrooms wllh sewer and running water. 
• No boat lallnch Into Christiana Lake unless channel dredged. 
• Put a carry In access for canoes and kayaks wllh auto parking nearby. 
• Concerned wilh parking. 
• Interference with public beach area. 
• A launch ramp that requires a user to cross Eagle Lake Road Is nell her safe nor efllclent. If you Ins lsi 

on constructing a launch ramp you must design II In such a fashion as to avoid this problem. 
• Plan was preliminary, wllhout specifics and one that might not be representative of a plan which 

public comment was being aSked •. 
• This property has become a liability. I like the Idea of the DNR purchasing It but we need some 

parking, rest rooms and trash cans. 
• II has not been determined clearlY If the proposed ramp can be constructed without violating riparian 

rights. No thread line study has eVer been approved by the appropriate court. 
• Eagle Lake development coupled wllh access to the channel leading to the Juno Chain would 

certainly Improve aCCess to both bodies of water. 
• Provide as many boaVtralier parking spots as possible to accommodate public use of both bodies of 

water. 
• Create a wider channel and bridge over Eagle Lake road that would provide boaters access to either 

- . body of water. That would.also eliminate the need for two ramps, although I think doing so could 
create congestion at the lone ramp. . 

• Solicit Input from fishing clubs regarding design of the parking lot and ramps to avoid problems that 
were created at the Juno redesign. The anghirs who use these access sites often could provide 
valuable Input and Ideas that engineers frequenlly overlook. They also would make great partners 
and provide services, If not some funding, to enhance the site beyond the original concept. 

• Like the Idea of the fishing pond for families and children. A lot of fishing clubs In the area who 
conduct kids fishing clinics and this could provide a tremendous site and resource for such a project. 

• The attraction of this site Is enhanced by access to PJC lakes and It has not been determined If this 
access can be usefut without dredging private property or If such approval would be granted by the 
owner. 

• Eagle Lake Is only 380 acres and Is below the threshold for Installation of a boating access site per 
DNR guidelines. 

• Concerns about the acquisition of the Dock property and proposed two ramps, parking for over 40 
vehicles and trailers. . 

• Make the ramp at teast 2 lanes and enough parking for trucks and trailers In the 25·40 amount. 
• Creale exact plans on hoW a site Is to be deSigned as that Is exactly what the private sector Is 

required to do for any permlls or development of property. There needs to be more revenue sharing, 
you say Ills law that We cannot do that. 

• Southeast end of Eagle Lake Is very shallow. The area under consideration for a ramp Is less than 
one foot deep. 
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• The ourrenl deeper area Ihalls being used as a launoh faolilly Is deeper beoause II has been 
dredged multiple times over Ihe years. 

• As Ihe prevailing winds continually sweep sand Into Ihe area, any dredged areas musl be 
conllnuously malnlalned. 

• There Is a sandbar Ihal runs from Ihe end of the eXlsllng wood dock oUllnlo Ihe lake for a dis lance 01 
aboul one elghlh mile. This sandbar oreates a shallow area Ihalls less Ihan walsl deep for an adull 

• The prevailing wInds are from the Northwest. ThIs resulls lri all debrIs from Ihe lake evenlually being 
blown onlo neighboring property and Ihe Iriangle 01 land being considered. 

• 80als cui up or churn up many weeds which evenlually arrive In Ihe Soulheasl corner of lake. 
Concern Ihal there will be no place for Ihe weeds and debris 10 go, as Ihe plan would oreale a 
nalural trap lor all of this material. 
8e aware Ihal winds sweeping across Ihe lenglh 01 Ihe lake can beoome very powerful. 

• Prevailing wInds blow lake debris carried by waves. 
• Any slruclure plaoed in Ihe lake, such as a movable pier, will need 10 be anchored 10 Ihe lake 

bollom. 
• Acouniulatlon of sand In fronf olthe exlstjng (l:iarely) seawall In front Of Ille properly Is whf 

many lake resjiienlsareso concerned with Ihe addition 01 a "rea'" launching faclllly. The area Is 
used by lake resldenls for partying - Ihey raftlhelr boals, gel oul and sland In Ihe waler (only 
walsl deep In Ihal area) drink and play loud muslo for hours on Ihe weekends. 

• Limit boaVtralier parkIng to 25 units 
• Open/conneotlhe chain (Eagle 10 Christiana ohannel), dredge ohannel going 10 Chrlsllana Lake 
• Provide assurance Ihat Ihe sfte would Include perhaps only a few parking spots. 
• May support If·could be guaranleed 10 be much smaller In scope, beller sltualed, and provisions 

made 10 help Ihe Township deal with Increased crime, Irash, and boallraffic 
• This parking area and ramp will also be used lor cars and Irallers carrying walercraft olher Ihan 

fishing boals. 
• The Idea 01 a fishing pond Is a lanlastlc Idea and believe II would become a greal assel for 

communlly. II would be so nice 10 give the kids a spot to be kids and develop a love 01 fishing and 
the greal ouldoorsl 

• Many requesls for a looallon lor kid's Ilshlng and If Ihe fishing pond Is Implemenled II wltl IIIllhls 
need. 

• Wflilhere be lollel laollilies or several olher Importanlilems? 
• How many parkIng spaoes will Ihere be? 
• How will Inevllable Iraffic problems be handled? 
• Llmll or abandon the new boal ramp. 
• Good parking and a nioe ramp would be great for our area. 
• Need a nloe ramp 10 be able 10 gel In 10 fish and boal. 
• Llmlled parking has dlsoouraged me lrom fishing lakes Ihere. Juno aocess Is poorly oonflgured and 

Ihe parking space redesign has reduced the number 01 spols available. 
• Wllh splllllng Ihe boallraffic eaoh way, llie Impacl should prove 10 be minimal. 
• Want aoquisltlon and developmenl 01 the access slle belween Eagle and Ihe Juno Lake chain, with 

the loss of parking al Juno. More spaoes are need~d and .the plan will fill a glaring need. Allowing 
acoess to Eagle wIll be a bonus. 

• Wllh splllting Ihe boallraffic eaoh way, Ihe Impaol should prove 10 be minimal: 
• Proposed developmenl would add auto and people Irafflo 10 an area 01 lake wllh no faolllUes to 

support Ihem (sewage, elc.). . 
• My conoerns are the channel goIng oul from Dook to Lake Is already a one lane and during a droughl 

almosl not usable. . 
• Posslbllily Ihal a channel oould be dredged wllh granls and possibly an assessment. May not Ihe 

rig hI 10 choose where you pul boal launch bul do have Ihe rlghllo flghl any assessmenl for 
something Ihal will not benefit. ThIs only brings us more headaohes and problems 10 a lake Ihalls 
already hard 10 malnlaln wllh so muoh undeveloped shoreline. 
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• If not dredged the qhannel will fill In then 1\ will be the lake resident's problem to fix It so they can 
have the use of a lake they pay high taxes on. 

• The ohannel to Painter, Juno and Christiana needs to be dredged - who will pay for this and who will 
maintain the channel. This should not be lefl for the lake resldenls to pay fori 

• Ramp for PJC lakes leads to a shallow one lane palh to IhePJC lakes. 
• Theie is already a ramp on the PJC system, so fI would appear the 40 potenllal boats will all go on 

Eagle. The channel cannot be dredged for various reasons beyond the conlrol of the DNR. 
• I do believe that another ramp for Juno would be a mistake. That channel Is 100 narrow and shallow 

to add more traffic on It unless you are planning on dredging and making wider. 

Response: 
v' The land Is assessed for potenl/al acquisition and development by looking at severaillems. This 

Includes lake Information (size, depth, connecllvity to other lakes), wetland presence on slle, size 
and shape of parcel, fisheries, proximity to public road system, number of registered watercraflln 
county and region, and other factors. A willtng sel/er Is also an Imporlantlactor. 

~. Tile MDNR idetitllJes il boating access site as having a launch ramp, parking area, and vehlcle-wlth­
tral/er mane-uver area. By comparison. a typical "publlo access site" may provide only some of these 
features. 

v' For this potenl/al aoqulslllon and development, lile proposed slle amenities Include launohlng 
opportunllles to aooess Eagle Lake and the chain of lakes conslsling 01 Chrisliana, Juno, and Patnter 
Lakes; maneuvering area for each access point; parking; and a toilet faolllly. The site will meet 
Amerloans with Oisabll/lles Aot Standards for Accessible Design, Including providing designated 
aocesslble parking, an accessible restroom faclllly, an· aooesslbly surfaoed skid pier, and accessible 
routes between elements. Additionally, the MDNR would look to retain natural bulfers between the 
site and neighboring properlies. The MDNR Is atso considering the addition of fishing opportunities 
through ulllizalion of the existing pond on site.· . 

.; When compared statewide, preliminary investlgal/ons have found the property constraints will 
support a smal/fo medium size boal/ng access site. MDNR designs Inland boating access sites, 
such as Eagle Lake, 10 accommodate boats up to 26 feet long. . 

.; The MONR musl adllere to all Oepartmenl of Environmental Qual/ty (DEQ) permUting requirements 
to ensure a viable and safe facility, and proteot tile natural environmenl. 

TOPIC 6 - Funding . 

Comment/Question: 
• With shortage of money In the Slate of Michigan could put the funds to be Iter use. 
• Why Invest BOOk In a property, why not Invest In necessary man power to monitor lakes to make 

them safer? 
o Instead of using funding 10 Improve access why not utilize funds to Improve the walerways? 
o Inappropriate to Invest public funds without a plan. 
o It Is not a good use of taxpayers' money to buy land and then to plan and determine how to use It In 

an unsafe fashion. 
o Inappropriate expenditure of $600,000 b~fore all development Issues have been resolved. 
o According to DNR guidelines of 15 water acres per boat parking spot, Eagle Lake can only support 

25 spaces. The development of $700K to $800K for a boat access pOint Is not a prudent use of 
taxpayer funds as It will only serve a total of 25 to 41 boaters and potentially fewer as slle 
development Is completed. 

o There seems to be a mission by the DNR to buy arid develop lake access with state funds. The 
capital Improvements budget for development seems large, however, It was also stated are limited or 
no funds available to maintain the site afler developmenl. No funds for maintaining restrooms, boat 
wash, and trash pickup. . 

o Greal use of all of our tax dollars. 
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• DNR has the responsibility for using publlo money wisely, Buying property today In the hope that all 
the problems endemlo In DNR's plan will disappear Is fiscally Irresponsible, 

Response: 
y' The purchase price Is $600,000 willI funding slated to come lrom the Michigan Natural Resources 

Trust Fund's Southwest Eco·Reglonal Land Gonsol/dallon fund. There wll/ be no Waterways 
Program funding used for the purchase of the proper/yo Eco·Reglonal funds are strlclly for land 
acqulslllon Including those lands for future development of boalfng access slles. 

y' Funding for the developmenl, opera lion, and maintenance of a boa ling access site is slated to come 
from the Michigan State Waterways Program. The charge of the Waterways Program, by leglslallon, 
Is to provide safe publ/c boating access facilities on MichIgan waters. Waterways funding Is derIved 
from boat reglstralions, marine fuel taxes, and user fees and Is, by law, restricted to uses related to 
land acqu/sllfon, waterways facl/fly development, and opera lions and maintenance of suoh facllllfes. 
No funding to develop and operate the faolllty Is from the State's General (tax) fund. The Waterways 
Fund revenue sources are separate from hun ling, fishing, and other MONR programs. 

TOPIC 7 - Road Influenoe 

CommenllQuestlon: 
• Dangerous curve at bollom 01 hills for launching. 
• Please research this more and get the big and best picture for th'e lake. 
• Restrlcl parking along Eagle Lake Road. 
• Increased road traflic around the lake. 
• The proposed publio access Is not a sale place, cars are coming along the road at 40 miles per hour 

and all a sudden there Is a boat aCfOSS the road trying to be put In the lake. 
t Salety·abillty to have trafflo traveling north bound down the hili to have vislblilly and oapabillty to 

maneuver salety. II Is currently dangerous and wilh Inoreased trafflo (both loot and vehicle) will have 
inoreased potential lor accidents. . 

• How do you plan 10 take care 01 road traffic on Eagle Lake Road? 
• Backing boattral/ers across a public highway where there Is a public beach with a number 01 

children who wander into and along the roadway is horribly heedless 01 public salety. 
• Already problems wllh congestion and lolks Ihat parallel park along Eagle Lake road, adding an 

additional 40 spaces will ma~nlfy the current Issues. 
• Parking will still be permllted along Eagle Lake Road. Most summer days 15·20 vehicles are parked 

there Which adds to the congesilon and salety concerns. 
• The proposed maneuvering triangle Is not large enough to accommodate the proposed boat size 01 

up to 26 feet. 
• An accident happened on the hili on Memor1al weekend. 
• Eagle Lake Road is a high traffic road - II cannot safely handle 30 to 40 vehicles and trailers 

crossing to launch their boats. 
• Perhaps ownership 01 the road IIself can be resolved, as this appears to have been contested in the 

courts many times over the years. 
• Wllh lormer parking areas closed lor public parking, those who trailer watercraft to the lake park their 

vehicles and trailers along the road right of way. If the soli Is wet, they leave ruts In areas. 
• Four vehicles have plowed Into neighboring yard as they failed to negotiate the curve. 
• Work wllhthe Road Commission of Cass county to.utlllze the current area that Is supported by 

Ihe deteriorating wooden seawall as part of Ihe maneuver area lor the iaunch ramp. By moving 
Ihe entrance or exit to this area further North along Eagle Lake road,crosslng (raffle will be farther 
from the curve and hili that Is 01 concern to many lake residents. 

• The lake Is right at the roads edge at Ihe proposed ramp. Ills not possible now to launch a boat 
without having a car blocking the street. For 40 boats II would be possible to have 80 or more 
crossings of the road by vehicle and trailer, and/or having the vehicle blocking the street during 
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launch and retrieval. If the vehicle projects Into the road, and launch and retrieval take 3 minutes, 
then the road will be blocked for 240 minutes or 6 hours - nearly constant during the day, 

o Even it a ramp can be built to allow launching without vehicle projecllon into the slreet might Involve 
IIIlIng In a part of the lake (can this be done? Is II proper to fill In a lake?) or moving the road 
(expensive) the 80 crossings will be dangerous by themselves, The site just Isn't right for this activity 
without major and expensive revisions, 

o II would be great to provide safe, ADA-compliant access, but I don't think the proposed plan will be 
sale, Speed IImlis are not well enforced on this road, 

o The point 01 access on Eagle Lake Rmid Is already a congested area on weekends and holidays 
because the entrance to the area Is located on a curve, at the bottom of a hili, and is across the 
street from the swimming area used by the public, And people coming 10 swim park their cars along 
Eagle Lake Road, 

o Not fished Eagle Lake because don't want to park vehicle on the side of the road, 
• It would be nice to be able to park truck and trailer In a parking lot. Not on the side 01 the road, 

.. Response: ------
.( The properly on the lake side of Eagte Lake Road has considerable lake frontage and may even 

. offer opportunity for a stacking lane, This, combined with a parking lot layout to suppoit the flow of 
traffic, would reduce the conll/ct of stacking on Eagle Lake road, 

.( Curren fly, users park along Eagle Lake Road creaflng saleiy concerns, With development of a 
boaflng access site, parking could be redirecled·to the parking lot area away from the road 

v' Re-establlshment of shoreline will help to protect Eagle Lake Road from erosion and the lake edge 
from mlgraflng ctoser to the road, 

v' Through the planning phase the MDNR woutd look al options to Improve safety such as clearing a 
porllon of the vegetation near Eagle Lake Road to open up views to the curve In the road, The 
MDNR would also look at slgnage and working with the County on Improving the safety, 

TOPIC 8 - Site Operation and Maintenance 

CommenVQues!lon: 
o Landing Is horrible and It belongs to Cass County and they don't have time or money to take care of 

the property, 
o Need the DNR to malntatn the area for fulure boateis,· 
• Concerned about addilionat problems 01 maintenance of the park and supervision of Increased 

acllvlty there . 
o Allendance covered on weekends, 
o Who takes care of safety, trash and waste? 
o Who will maintain (and upkeep) the boat launch area, and who will pay lor this? (Restrooms, trash 

cans, etc,) 
o Charge to use the ramp use proceeds for lake Improvement, 
o Priority for DNR should be ensuring waterways are maintained at current level or Improved, 
o No plan for the development, management and maintenance 01 the property; therefore there Is no 

way to determine judgment and appropriateness of a nonexistent plan, 
o Have a DNR rep come to the lake one to two days afte'r a fishing tournament and count a cleanup 

dead fish, moslly bass and blue gill, Trash and sanllallon- who will provide cleanup for this, neither 
the Twp, nor county will proVide this seNlce, 

o There has been no discussion as to how the area will be supervised, 
o Trash left behind Is a great concern, 
o Local and county government has not maintained this area, even though they have repeatedly stated 

that It Is for "public use", 
o Strongly favor this being a fea area, closed at night, and patrolled regularly, 
o Will generate a lot of trash on land, 
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• For Ihe pas I 27 years Lunker's has held a 50 boal bass lournamenl on Eagle and the Juno chain. 
The Dock property has served as·cenlral starting point and weigh-In looallon. The ample parktng 
opportunlly has allowed running this tournament smoothly year after year. 

• DNR doesn't know whelher or not there will be an allendanl. 
• Make site well organized and maintained. 
• The site has been used by several land owners 01 the dook who charge for parking wllh no great 

problems. 
• Allhough I realize Ihal the publlo has every rlghllo access any lake In Michigan I have grave 

concerns about adding 40 plus parking spaces and boat access 10 Eagle Lake by Ihe State of 
Michigan wlihoul providing bathrooms, security, clean-up and due diligence to make sure Ihatlake 
remains safe and clean. 

o Opening the lake to everyone for easier access without provtding services to assure cleanliness and 
safety Is 'really objeclable. 

• Concerned with cleanliness of area. 

ResporHie: ... --- -.-~~-_~--~-;~_-- _ ....... __ .... . __ ___ .. 
V' The MDNR operales and malnlalns hundreds of boa(/ng access s/(es across Ihe Siale. For a 

boa(/ng access s/(e al Eagle Lake In parllcular opera(/on and mallllenance would be handled with 
slaff oul of Warren Dunes Slale Park, Slaif Iyplcally perform general malnlenance lasks a/ all siles 
Iwlce per week. General malnlenance lasks enlallihe cleaning of lollel buildings, replacemenlof 
lollel paper, clearing walkways & ramps, replacemenl of signs, and picking up fIIler/lrash. 

V' .MDNR has leased opera(/ons and malnlenance 10 local units of governmenl and Is willing 10 discuss 
Ihal furlher wllh Ihe Counly and/or Township If a desIre exisls. 

V' In regard 10 a need for slafflng, Ihe MDNR Is aware of Ihe benefits of havIng someone onslte and 
would conI/nuB 10 evaluale Ihls as pari of Ihe planning phase 10 look al an(/c/paled use patterns and 
olher Informa(/on. Of Ihe 49 developed boating access slles In Ihe area Ihal are admlnlslered by 
Warren Dunes Siale Park, only Iwo are fee slles Ihal reqUIre slafflng to control s/(e flow and asslsl 
the public wllh siteques(/ons. 

V' Slle overuse Is controlled Ihraugh the use of signs, Ihe coopera(/on of slale & loo.al enforcemenl 
off/cers, occasionally by land use orders of the dlreclor, and through local slle rules such as nlghl­
lime slle closures. 

TOPIC 9 - Law Enforcement: Marine Safely 

Comment/Quesllon: 
• How and who will enforce any rules or laws In anY' 24 hour period (Ex. Launching boats, hours 01 

operation, regulate parking, etc.)? We are short as It Is for law enforcement In this particular area 
already. 

• Please monitor wave runners and direction of boats on lake. 
• Want more DNR on lake. 
• The DNR will not pOlice. Conservation offloers haven't been In this area for years and the looallaw 

enforcement can't find the keys to the polloe cars. We don't need the boattraffio, car trafflo and 
smelly fisherman. 

• There currently Is no suftlclenl funding for the sheriff's department to provide safety patrols on Cass 
County lakes. What wllltha DNR do to solve these problems? 

• Is the'DNR going to patrol the site? 
• Need to really understand lake trafllo and safety. Who will be In charge of safety on lake? 
• There will be zero enforcement of littering laws, boating laws, and traffic safety laws. Have 

repeatedly seen violations of all the aforementioned laws by boaters who are from off the lake. 
• You have only one offloer patrolling all lakes In Cass County, he does the best he can but oannot be 

everywhere. I assume only One officer Is due to budget constraints. 
• DNR feels they have a responsibility to lei more boaters use the lake but responsibility should be to 

ke~p the natural resources from declining. 
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• No monitoring (or Inadequate) of boats, rest rooms, etc. 
• Second ramp doesn't sound usable so all traffic comes to Eagle, no enlorcement of waterways for 

additional traffiC. 
• Safety-traffic, parking, speed on lake, Jet skis, speed on road. 
• Water safety-if In any given day or days, residents of fake and visitors to lake exceed the common 

sense capacity of the lake In terms of boat capaolty, who will police this activity and who will pay the 
cost? 

• Who will pay for Injury to those on lake by too much use? 
• With additional boaters that are unfamiliar, could Inorease ohance for boating acoldents. 
• DNR funding Is decreasing so how wllllooal ordinanoes for speed have a chanoe of being enforoed. 
• The looal sheriff and county authorities lack the resources to pollee the lake. 

There have been a number of boat accidents on Ihls lake. The Introduction of more boats will 
significantly Increase the risk. 

• The acreage available for high speed 200HP boats Is a lot less than II appears. Drop In boats 
already don't follow the counter clook wise travel, and more boats will make it more dangerous. 

• Seems to be no funds for law enforoement. More boats needmore enforcement, especially of the 
week ends. We already have boats flying around after sundown and skIIng rlghl after sun up. Noise 
from the big wake boats and the music after dark travels. 

• You know it will Increase traffic, yet you have no provisions to step up marine patrol. 
• . An unattende.d launch could possibly raise our crime level even higher. We have many reports of 

vandalism and a very aollve drug problem In Cass County. 
• Noise level Is a great concern. 
• Inadequate enforcement of exfstlng statutes and regulattons. Without adequate enforcement, 

problems will contfnue. 
• The parking area will become a magnet for drinking and partying In off hours, a problem for 

residents, township, and county. 
• This Increased traffio by larger motorized craft will decrease the safety of all the (lther users of the 

lake, but particularly swimmers, kayaks, and sailboats. 
• Extremely concerned about safety In the parking lot of this proposed access pplnt. It Is easy walking 

distance to several eoonomloally depressed areas. Drugs, crime, theft, break-Ins are a potential 
Impact. An unattended parking lot with as many as 40 cars whose owners are guaranteed to be out 
on the water alt day will be very attractive to thieves. 

• Current publlo aocess sites are widely misused, especlaliy at nlgl1t, for drugs, sex, fights, and 
vahdallsm. 

• Ontwa TownShip has only three police officers to patrol 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and with 
only one officer on duty at any given time, they are hard-pressed to keep up with existing crime 
levels. 
A big unattended parking lot with a boat ramp and a bathroom will surely be a hot spot for ali kinds of 
late-night partying and crime. At the very least, It Is going to be covered In broken glass and garbage. 
I understand that no trash receptacles are planned. Please be mindful of the problems a large 
access point can Introduce to a small community. 

• Concern that the DNR rarely comes to Eagle to Polioe the Lake 
• Didn't sound like enforcement was In the DNR's budget or the DNR's concern. 
• On weekends the lake Is very busy and on Holidays can be dangerously so. 
• The Cass County Sheriff's depart(1lent does not have funding or manpower to adequately patrol the 

busy lakes In Cass County now and we cannot expect them to help. This becomes a safety hazard 
for everyone. 

• Access shOUld be available for everyone but It should be a safe environment that can be enjoyed 
and protected. 

• DNR doesn't have a plan on Insuring that the additional boats launched on the lake will not cause 
safety Issues. 

• Seourlty Issues double with an Increase In high powered type of boating as weli the noise pollution 
due to the blasting speakers of the wake board boats. We all have a responsibility to be stewards of 
our lakes and prevent abuse. 
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Allhough right-of-way laws exist to regulate boat traffic, you only need to observe on any busy 
weekend to see that no one Is enforcing them ·currently, and I understand no new enforcement is 
planned. 
Now you are giving us more boats who will not respect the lake, they will throw their trash and not 
follow the rules because most do not care. 

Response: 
.( Policing Ihls boa ling access slle will be a cooperallve elfort belween MONR Rangers, MONR 

Conservation Ollicers, and local law enlorcemenl agencies . 
.( A public boa ling access slle will also promole boaler sa/ely by dlreollng boa ling access aolivlly 10 a 

selecl area versus boal launching alless supportive loeallons . 
.( II has been slaled by MONR Law Enforcemenl on similar lakes Illal around 8 oul of 10 subJeols 

elled/arresled are usual/y one of Ihe fol/owlng; a riparian owner, a relallve of a riparian qwner, or a 
friend of a riparian owner who Is Visiting. This Includes violations of bolh Ihe Marine Safely Acl and 
Ihe fish/game laws . 

.(- Sleps can be taken 10 explore Ihe Idea of a local walercraft conlrol ordinance Illhe lake assoclallon 
and lownshlp are In lavor. Tile Township can work 10 creale an ordinance wllh Ihe riparians and 
MONR . 

.( Conservallon ofl/cers spread Ihelr enforcemenilime belween several aotiv/lfes during the summer 
monlhs. Although Ihey spend much of Ihelr lime enforcing marine and fish/game faws, they are also 
obllgaled 10 enforce laws Ihat take them olf fhe water. Conservallon olilcers work wilh Ihe local 
sheriff's departmenl to ensure the best coverage allowed . 

.( The developmenl of boa ling access slles Includes a dedIcated parking space for aUlhorized 
. personnel such as law enforcemenl. A space aval/able asslsls by gelling Ihe olflcer on the waler In 
the shortest amounl of lime 10 respond 10 emergencIes and complainls. In some cases, minutes and 
seconds count. This does nol exlsl currenlly and, therefore, creales IImllalions for enforcemenl on 
Ihe waler . 

.( Wllh publlo boa ling as part of Ihe MONR's mIssIon, we care greally, and work hard 10 prolecl public 
safely on and off the water. We do Ihls Ihrough good deSign. operationally, and how we enforce the 
laws. The site's safely fealures are thoughlfully designed Into Ihe plans and u/llmale conslructlon of 
Illeboatlng access sf/e. The MONR has designed, developed, and operales hundreds of boating 
access slles Ihroughoullhe slale, enabling us 10 develop a high level 01 expertise based on Ihese 
experiences. Laws are In place Ihal govern Ihe boaler's use of Ihe lake, which prolecllhe r/parlans 
and Ihelr property. Incidences such as Iheft, vandalism, InJurIes, drinking, and parties are nollyplcal 
of boa ling acpess siles. If Issues arIse, Ihe MONR has Insllluled·sucn pracilces· of closing facllilies al 
nlghl and slafflng faci/illes . 

.( Currenlly, 49% of MichIgan's walercraft registration revenue Is used for Marine Safety on Ihe waters 
of the slate. This Includes Siale granl funds for local law enforcemenl. 

TOPIC 10 - On-The-Water Activity 

CommenVQues!lon: 
• Tournament fishermen are fun loving people and take care of Ihe publlo. waters as If It were their 

own. 
• Many swimmers parking on Eagle Lake Road walk/raft 100 - 200 feet Into the lake -It Is dangerous 

to have swimmers and boaters mixed In the same small area. 
• Only two lakes In Cass County have sallboal races (Eagle and Diamond). Motorboat activity and 

sailboat racing conflict sharply. 00 schedule races at prime time on weekends, so shared use 
prevails and need to live with" and each other. 
Power boat people who use Eagle Lake develop proper etiquette (stay away from critical parts of the 
course, keep a distance and wakes low, etc) but It takes time. Those who put In from off·lake do not 
have proper etiquette, and are disruptive, cut between boats, zoom through or sit on start and finish 
lines, even tie up to and drag race buoys. 
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• On a summer weekend the lake Is currently filled wllh enough Jet skis and wake·boals, many nol 
observing the rules of the lake, to make travel by kayak or swimming prelty nerve·wracking. 

• An Increase In traffic may make it too dangerous for kayaklnglswlmmlngllralning for trlathalons. 
• Unfortunalely, a big Inllux of motorized crall can overwhelm and make II Impossible for non· 

molorlzed crall or Individuals to exercise Ihelr own rights to use the waler. It's not right for either 
group to monopolize the resources, but they are hard to mix together In the same location. And one 
can easily overwhelm and force out the other. 

• Sailing on Eagle Is a unique challenge due to Its specllic and quirky wind conditions. It Is my hope 
that this valuable boating resource will remain available to a generation of new sailors, and not be 
crowded off the lake by an Increase in motorized crafls unfamiliar with sharing space wlih a regatta. 

t Each Sat. and Sun. saltboat races commence at 1 pm and last for 3 to 4 hours. There are between 
30·40 boats on any given Sat or Sun. that participate. 

• It would be nice to believe that the boat ramp will only bring In fisherman but wllh Eagle being so 
close to Elkhart, In, South Bend and Mishawaka it Is naive not to believe that recreational boaters of 
.allklncls. 11'111 be accessing the ramp. With the size of the boats that are made today and the waves 
t~at. they create It will only make It more diHlculi for the sailors to continue to enjoy their sport of - .. 
choice. -.- .. ". -.-.-- .. --. -- ... -.----. ---

For the past 3 years the swimming link of a triathlon has been held on Eagle Lake the same day and 
time as Lunker's Bass tournament. Both events have operated well together. 

o Wllh a new boat launch at Eagle, wake boarders from Indiana will begin to Hood Eagle Lake. 
o Fishermen are already aggravated because boats have to pass by so close to them because of all 

the other boating, Including: high powered trl·hull pontoon boats,. speed boats pulling skiers, speed 
boats pulling tubers In errallc patlerns on the lake, wave runners, pontoon boats. 

Response: 
y The development of a boating access site provides the opporlunlly for more frequent enforcemenf on 

the water since there ourrenUy exists no publlo facility to supporl parking of vehloles with trailers. 
This Includes availability to MDNR enlorcement, State police enforcement, County enforcement, and 
other local enforcement. 

y The posting of state land rules would be done to promote a safe environment and deter Ihe oonfllots 
of boaters with others. Signage at the end of typical skid piers at launch ramps would also Include 
no swimming to deter conflicts. MDNR can work with local lake assoolatlons to post other, relevant 
safety Information at the boating access site. 

y . MDNR oan work with looal entities In the creation of watercraft oontrols for lake.s. 

TOPIC 11 - Environmental; Invasive Species; Fisheries 

Comm8nVQuestlon: 
• Have chipped In to pay lor remediation because no government entilies have the money for II. 
o Going to spread hybrid evasive milloll and zebra mussels, risking other waterways. 

Major concern wllh Invasive species by Increasing access but not having adequate prevention. 
o Already Invasive species In Eagle Lake that the Increased spread Is of no particular concern to the 

DNR. Increased public access will make problems worse. 
• II the channel between Eagle and Christiania Is dredged wetlands will be affected which Is totally 

against what the DNR has told us In the past. If an Individual can't dredge our channel, how can the 
DNR? 

o Eagle Lake has developed Hybrid Eurasian Water MUfaU; Confirmed In Nov/Dec of 2012. Every 
lake wllhln hundreds of miles will be contaminated. Who will pay for these new Infestations? 
Prevention should be the first and foremost consideration. 

o Curlyleaf Pondweed and Zebra /0ussels are In lake. They were brought'to lake and have spent 
. thousands to treat the lake. 

• Problems with Invasive weeds now and It will get worse with the additional boats. 
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• Currenlly the lake residents pay for the remedlallon of Invasive species In the lake (zebra mussels, 
hybrid Eurasian water Milloil), etc. 

• This acqulsllion will expose the lake to more possible exposure to invasive species. Who will pay for 
this? II Ihe slate does not help Ihe condilions of the lake will deteriorate because the homeowners 
only will assume the financial responslblllly for public use. 

• Concerns 01 contamlnallon 01 the lake wllh MllloII, elc. because boaters do not clean Ihelr boats and 
MI will nol be providing a washing stallon. Please lind another lake to Improve. Purchase and 
exposure of property In the east end 01 lake will have nothing but a negatlve Impacl. 
Characteristlcs of Eagle lake Include Ihe contaminants. 

• Eagle lake has serious Ecological problems (water qua Illy, Mllfoll hybrid) which could be further 
degraded by Increased tra/flc. Such traffic brought In by this access would not contribute to the 
financial cosls of supporting or Improving the lake. 

• Water quality has declined the weeds have tripled and now il is our problem to deal wllh them and no 
one has the money 10 keep II up. 

• This will openup our/ake 10 cross conlamlnallon~ __ _ 
• Conoern wllhquaIltYoHakeforcurLenCre?ldents. _ _ 
• Environment qualify-how do we know that visiting boats will not Infest the water with evasive plants 

or Insects? 
• The EUA Is already faced with higher property taxes to support remedlallon of weeds to keep Eagle 

Lake "fully naVigable". -
• Will DNR help wllh weed remedlallon caused by outside boats? 
• Cannot purchase the property, put a launch In and say we have done our job and leave us to 

maintain It. You leave no comfort for any of us and you made very clearly you do not care because 
the public owns the water. Then let the public pay for the assessmenls through Ihe fees charged at 
boat launch. You have to give something back to the lakes not just use and abuse them because the 
boaters have the right to use It. 

o Take the swans.lhe DNR thought 10 years ago It would be great Idea to Introduce them to our lakes. 
We have almost 200 swans and have shaken almost 140 eggs In the-past 3 years. Not much has 
been done to help us lake care of the problem the state created there. 

• Homeowners are left to eradicate Invasive species; launch users have no "skin In the game". 
• With additlonal boaters that are unfamiliar, could cause damage to Ihe aquallc (shallow lake) 
• A boat launch to Christiania and Juno Lake Is a grealldea built musl have a washing station 10 cut 

down on invasive species. If we could get these things it remains to be seen who cleans resl rooms, 
who pays (or trash pickup? Who wlnlerlzes the wash slation? --

• Signage does not prevent Ihe Inlroductlon of weeds. 
• The stale does not do a complete job, for example- you know there Is an Invasive species problem­

you agree that boals are a major melhod 01 transportation but you have no plans to have a boat 
wash. 

• lake's Increasing collection of Invasive species shows Ihat non·resldenl boats are detlnllely geltlng 
on the lakel So II would seem the current access Is adequale for that purpose. 

• lim lied depth means that boalers who are not familiar wllh the area, or don't care, lend to run their 
motors Into the lake bed and sllr up weeds and mUck, which provides ext1l\ nutrlenls for the Invasive 
plants In Ihe lake. 

• Ills hard to see how Ihe Impact on Invasive species will be "negligible." To Introduce as many as 40+ 
addilional boats to the lake every day from outSide Ihe area will be thaI many more veotors to carry 
new species Into Eagle Lake, and to carry Ihe lake's hybrid mllfoll and olher Invaslves 10 other 
waterways In Michigan, Indiana, Iowa, and illinois. 

• Ramp likely to more quickly spread Invasive species, and the area Is already unregulated and 
overused. 

• DNR doesn't have a plan to prevent the spread of Invasive species by boats launched from the 
facllily. 

• Concern over who would help In dealing with the current and fulure Issues conoernlng non-nallve 
species. 
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• Visiting boats will add to the spread of Invasive species which Eagle Lake has already acquired 
(Eurasian Walermilioll, Curlyleaf Pondweed, and Zebra Mussels). The species can be spread to 
other Michigan lakes by Ihe boats visiting Eagle Lake. 

• Lake has been over run In the lasll0 years with non· native (zebra mussels, mil-foil weeds of several 
types) species. 

• Could ultimately hurt Ihe fishing activity on Ihe lake as a result of Ihe Increase In recreation boallng 
from Indiana. There has been a large Increase in "jet ski" Iype boallng as well as Ihe larger, more 
damaging wake board boals. These boals are designed to have Ihelr stearns dig down to pul oul as 
large a wake as possible. Sometimes the wakes are so big, Ihallt allows the wakeboarder 10 "surf" . 
off the wake near the slern of the boat. Since, 64% 01 Eagle Lake Is less than 9 ft. deep, this has an 
adverse effect on the fishing as the botlom gets torn up and It scares the fish. Right now, these 
Indiana boaters bypass Eagle Lake and end up at Diamond Lake In Cassopolis. 

• Out of state boaters hurts the fishing In the lake. We have already seen /I with jet skis, and also 
across the line Is North End Cycle that pushes high powered Yamaha Waveriders. Both types of 
recreational boats coming In from Indiana because of the easy access to the lake aller the ramp is 
built will kill ilie ffs!ihlg. --

• Would ilks to have -a nice place iil go to fish through Ihe week 
• Bad for lake health, to many boats on lake. 

Response: . 
.,/ Due to existing riparian property accesses, road endings, private launches, and other access points 

around the lake where boat launching actlvlly has been occurring, the risk from Invasive species has 
already been established for sevetal years. The potential Increase In InvasIve specIes rIsk, through 
Ihe development 01 a boating access slle, Is negligible. The possibility of transporlllniroductlon of 
these unwanted species into Eagle Lake by boats, their englne·coollng waters, and boallrallers Is a 
situation that Is current, ongoIng and pre·exlsts Ihe development of a publicly-owned boating access 
site. ThIs Impact wIll continue even without developmenl of a boating access site . 

.,/ Another Importanl factor 10 note thai contributes to Invasive species Introducl/on Is the natural 
transfer of those specIes.. This may occur by means of specIes migrations through connecting waler 
systems, rain & storm run·olt, transport by fish, repllfes, amphibIans, mammals withIn aquatic 
habflats (mInk, otters, .muskrals), and bIrds .. 

.,/ The common Invasive species (l e. phragmltes, purple loosestrife, curly leaf pondweed, Eurasfan 
watermllfoll, and zebra mussels) are already presenlln Ihe lake. In facl zebra mussels were flrsl 
deteoted In Eagle Lake In 1991 per a report by Unlverslly of Mlchlgan/Mystio Seaport· Williams 
Col/ege Maritime Studies Program, November, 1995. A controlled access site provides more 
eduoatlonalopportunltles to enoourage lake users to properly clean 0(( Ihelr boats, Iral/ers, and other 
equIpment and 10 dispose of bait properly. . 

.,/ Eagle Lake has a hybrId watermllfoll, whIch Is a oross between EurasIan and Ihe nallve northwn 
walermilfolls. Grand Valley State University has Idenllfled Ihls hybrid In aboul 40% of the lakes that 
have mllfol/ in Michigan's Lower PenInsula. ThIs versIon of mllfo/l can be treated usIng oertaln 
melhods • 

.,/ The development of Ihls land Into residential properties would most likely playa larger role In . 
Impacting the natural environment IncludIng the Inlluence from lawn Ireatments (pesticIdes and 
fertilizers) and a greater footprint of development. Additlonatlya residential development may 
equate to several dooks on Eagle Lake with several aocess points oarrylng with them a large number 
of boals placed for the entIre season docked on Eagle Lake. The developmenl of a public boating 
aooess site 10 Eagle Lake will have a very limited number of dooks, potentially only one 10 two, with 
one single access point. Addillonally, the MONR Intends 10 retaIn a great amounl of the naturat 
landscape on site 10 create buffers from neIghboring properties . 

.,/ MONR lakes a proactive, educational approach by posting Informallon at our public boating access 
sites. ThIs Inoludes slgnage notllylng users 10 remove aquatlo speoles from vessels, drain waler 
away from ramp, and dispose of unwanted lIve bait In trash prior 10 enterIng Ihe water. By contrasl, 
Invasive specIes Informal/on posled at private boat launches or road ending access polnls Is 
Infrequently seen. Many free pUblioatlons Inolude Informal/on aboullnvasive specIes, such as the: 
Michigan Harbors Guide, Mlohlgan Publio Boat Launch Direotory, and the annual MiChigan Fishing 
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Guide, to name a few. MONR also works wllh looallake assooiallons to post other, relevant 
Informallon at our boating aocess siles. The MONR would also consIder, Ihrough a lease process, 
workIng wllh a local organlzallon or assoolallon for the development, operation, and malnlenance of 
a boat washing station at the boa ling access slle. 

0/' The devetopment of Ihls property Into a public boating access slle will use best desIgn praolloes and 
best management praol/ces and will have far less envlronmentallmpaot on thIs property Ihan /I it 
were developed Into mull/pIe private resIdences. As a publlo boating access slle II will meet OEQ 
requirements, mInimize and manage slorm water runoff, and promote several natural buffers. The 
MONR also anl/aipales limitation of mowing to allow IIle shoreline to naturalize for erosIon control 
and wildlife habllat. 

0/' MONR has a vast amount of experience In building and operating well over 800 public boating 
access slles throughoullhe slate, wilh a high level of boaler and riparian sallsfaction. In facl per an 
onslte meellng where DEQ was In allendance, OEQ did nol express any concerns to the 
consider aI/on of re·establlshment of the original shoreline edge. 

0/' Per MDNR Fisheries experts wllh the developmenl of a boallng access slle 10 Eagle Lake FishIng 
pressure Is expected to stay aboullhe same. Access through the subject property, various road 
endings, and Ihe marina has occurred for many years. ff anylhing, Ihe new boal/ngaccess slle may 
reduce the pressure because II will provide opportunity to nol only Eagle Lake bul also Ihe chain of 
lakes. The access slle will have IImlled parking available, whIch will also IImllthe fishIng pressure. 

0/' Per MDNR Fisheries experts Eagle Lake includes a diverse fishery of bluegill, black crappIe, 
largemoulh and smallmoulh bass, rock bass, pumpkinseed sunfish, yellow perch, and nortllem pike. 

0/' Per MDNR Fisheries experts opportunll/es for fisheries managemenl will Increase wllll.lhe 
devefopment of a boallng access slle. Fisheries Division puIs more prior/lyon managemenl of lakes 
wllh public boallng acoess facllll/es. Managemenl would conslsl of a lake survey and 
recommendations 10 Improve or malnlaln Ihe fishery Ihal may Include regulal/on changes. slocklng, 
or habllal Improvemenl. 

TOPIC 12 - Economic Impact and Property Values 

Comment/Questlon-: 
• Out 0/ slale boa ling normally has a poslllve economIc effecl on Ihe area. However, since we are so 

close 10 Ihe IndIana line, MIchigan, Cass counly, and Edwardsburg will receive lillie II any benefit, 
because Ihey buy Ihelr gas and beer In Indiana sInce Ills cheaper and Ihey buy Ihelr grocerIes and 
supplies In Indiana. -

• Look 10lWard 10 Ihe Increased business Ihls launch slle will bring. 
• Oul of slale boalers pay no income lax or property lax 10 Michigan and won'l even be buyIng a 

IIshlng license 10 help support Ihe cosIo/ boa ling In MIchigan, and yellhey will use aillhe servIces, 
slay lale, go back home 10 Indiana and leave Ihelr Irash behind for US 10 clean up. 

• IIlhe lake acquires a repulallon 0/ poor quality (excessive weeds and boaler salely), how will 
property owners re·coup Ihelr loss on property value? 

• The proposed boa I launch will lower property values near Ihe sile. No one wanls 30 or 40 boals 
coming and going In fronl of Ihelr hbuse. How are Ihese owners 10 use Ihelr own piers and egress 
areas? 

• I have heard no olher vIable allemal/ve use excepllor a BAS. 
• . Currenlly, Ihe property Is an eyesore. 

Response: 
0/' Currenl/y, Ihe buildings are unused and In slgnlfioant disrepaIr. Additionally, Ihe launoh ramp and 

pier are older and creale safely Issues. The small pond has rubble wilhln /I and Ille property Is 
unmalnlalned. A new boa ling access slle will provide a malnlalned, oleiln looking site providing safe 
boa ling aocess to Eagle Lake and polenl/ally olher water bodies as well. 

0/' Aoqulsltlon by Ihe MONR does remove land from the lax base, however, the MONR does provide a 
Paymenl In Lieu of Taxes (PIL T) annually. 
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y' There are no Indloalors 10 supportlhe Iheory Ihal publio boa ling aocess devalues riparian properties. 
Publlo access may, In faol, Increase property values by providing safe and adequate transit/on from 
land to waler for enjoyment of this natural resource. 

y' Any Influenoe on value due to the abllily of the publlo 10 aooess the lake Is already In play. The 
addfllon of a new publio boating aooesssite Is Inoonsequentlallo the property values. Although 
speoulatlve, It Is more likely that a positive Influence In value would be experlenoed by lake 
residence. The addition of amenities suoh as a barrier free accessible boating aocess site with 
adequate parking are typioally viewed as poslt/ve Influenoes on surrounding real estate. 

TOPIC 13 - Other 

CommenVQuesllon: 
• Was this In the best Interest of the homeowners and taxpayers on Eagle Lake or that of the DNA so 

that someone mlghl be able to check a box which Indicated that land acquired, a budget spent and 
---. - boaters were satisfied? ... "_ 

.- ' It appears1hat1he DNA has not completed sufficient duediligence.-._._ ._._._. __ .. 
• Proposed plan Is not In the best Interest of the public. 
o. Seems wrong for DNA to blindly follow that goal of creating boating access on water bodies without 

conSidering the quality of that experience for ali boaters and swimmers. 
o What tnfluence will out of slate people have In this Issue? Is this only open to comments from MI 

restdents? 
• You speak asH the state has determined to purchase this properly and lhen designed the facilities to 

be constructed on It. Is this accurate? 
• This lake does not need any more off lake boat occupants who have no stake In making and keepirig 

the lake as a source of joy to everyone. . 
• Project was not well thought oul. 
• Any boat owner has the right and can enjoy their water crall on Eagle Lake. 
o No one cares lor the lake more than the local community. 
o Just because you can pul a boal ramp on Eagle Lake does not mean you should I 
o Projeclls III conceived. The total coslto the lake has not been taken Into consideration. The project 

will burden Eagle Lake and Eagle Lake residents unjustly and cause harm 10 Ihe lake and be a 
delrlment to Ihe eXisting users (Imporlantly Including the wlldllle on the lake) 

o DNA Is determined to purchaselhe property In question come hell or high water. 
o DNA has no backup plan and Intends to proceed with development even II It causes severe 

problems. 
o Purchasing the "Dock" property will nol solve any ollhe myriad 01 Intractable or unSOlvable problems 

Ihat besel your plan. 
o This Is not a private lake, I understand Ihe properly owners concerns but this can be worked oullike 

hundreds 01 lakes In Michigan, Indiana, Wisconsin and Minnesota. 
o These are public resources and as such, public access Is not deniable based upon perceived 

privatization of a resource. This Is no dllferentthan a public properly surrounded by private land 
where DNA Is acquIring access 10 Ihe public land. 

Response: . 
y' The public has as much right 10 access Ihe walers of Eagle Lake as rlpar/ans do. The walers of 

Eag/e Lake are a publicly owned resource as mUch as olher M/chlgan.lakes, slreams, or Great Lake 
waters are and per the Public Trust Doclrlne these waters are for public use. 

y' The development of a boal/ng acoess slfe will provide a slfe for law enforcement 10 acoess Ihe lake. 
A boa ling access slfe would also provide onslle malnlenance where none currenlly exIsts. 

y' T.he MDNR has been aware and studying Ihe polenllal acqulslllon and developmenl of this particular 
property for well over 2 years. This has Included meellngs wlfh acqulslflon and real estale 
personnel, land management staff, planning and developmenl staff, operallon and malntenanoe 
staff, and perml/llng experts. The Informal/on gathered supports acquislllon and development of Ihe 
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land Into a safe facility for boating access. Additionally the MDNR has received supporllocally by 
over 340 individuals interested In public boa ling access on Eagle Lake and Improvemenl of Ihe 
sub/ecl property's launch. . 

.; Acquiring land for public boa ling access on Eagle Lake has been a high priority for the State of 
Michigan for decades. Tile Intenl and purpose of Ihe May 3D, 2013 publlo open house was to 
provide an opportunlly for Ihe public 10 commenl on the proposed acqulsillon of property on Eagle 
Lake. Ills wrong to assume thaI linal construction plans are necessa!}' In order 10 determine Ihe 
vlabllily of a piece of land for development. By contrasl, Ihe only evatuatlons necessa!}' to Inillale a 
purchase are basic 10 any developmenl, and can Include: funding, lake characleristics, property size 
and configuration, distance from a public road, slle topography, wetland presence, and proximlly to 
neighboring residences. If Ihese fac/ors such as Ihese are reviewed with alflrmatlve resulls, Ihe 
acqulslllon process continues forward. Annually, the departmenl evaluates many proposed land 
acqulslllons, declining to pursue mosl of Ihese. Therefore, II woutd be unwise and cosily to conduct 
exlenslve evaluations and developmenl plans for proposed properties prior 10 acquisition of Ihe 
property. 

-- ..... - The MDNR Is unable to respond conoluslvely Oil many speCillc developmenl quesllons due 10 Ihe 
.. preliminary nalure of Ihls proposed pro/ecl, Sinoe many land aoqulsltion offers Ihe MDNR sees do 

noloonofude wilh a purchase, Ihe MDNR does nol conducl exlenslve design un(// afler a purohase Is 
execuled . 

.; The MDNR Is oapable of developing publlo boa ling acoess 10 Eagle Lake and 10 Ihe ad/aoenl 
channel 10 Ihe north, 10 enable user en/oymenl and appreciation of Ihe public walers and Ihe natural 
resources wllhln II. The following mission slalemenls all support Ihe acquislllon of Ihe property al 
Eagle Lake for Ihe developmenl of a public boa ling aocess sile. 

? "The Michigan Deparlmenl of Nalural Resources Is commllled 10 Ihe conservation, 
protection, managemenl, use anden/oymen! of Ihe slale's nalural and cullural resourcesIor 
current and fulure generations." 

? 'Th.e Parks and Recreation Division's Mission is 10 acquire, proteel, and preserve the nalural 
and cuI/ural fealures of Michigan's unique resources, and 10 provide access 10 land and 
waler based publlo recreallon and educallonal opporlunllles." 

? "The Michigan Slate Walerways Commission works 10 provide safe public acoess 10 Ihe 
Great Lakes and Inland waters of Ihe Siale of Michigan. Working with parlners, Ihe 

. Commission oversees Ihe use of dedlcaled funds provided by boalers for Ihe acquIsition; 
construcllon and opera lion of Ihe Infmslruclure needed 10 support boa ling. " 

? "The Michigan Deparlment of Envlronmenlal Quallly promoles wise management of 
Michigan's air, land, and waler resources 10 supporl a sustainable envlronmenl, heal/hy 
communilles, and vibrant eoonomy." . 
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il BLOOM 
~ SLUGGETT 
~ MORGAN 

COUNSELORS & ATTORNEYS 

Via Fax and First Class Mail 

Michigan State Waterways Commission 
State of Michigan 
P. O. Box 30257 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 

.," ",". 
~:, :. ,1 

June 18, 2013 

Clifford H. Bloom 
Direct Dial (616) 965-9342 
Direct Fax (616) 965-9352 

cbloom@bsmJawpc,com 

--- - .. -----Re:----Eagle-J~aklrinOntwa-Township,Cas.sColmty,Michigl!n----· -- ----- .---------.. 
Former "The Dock" Property 
Option to Purchase by the DNR 

Dear Commission Members: 

We are legal counsel for the Eagle Lake Improvement Association (the "Association"), 
which represents most of the lakefi'ont property owners at Eagle Lake in Ontwa Township, Cass 
County, Michigan. This letter pertains to the pUrchase option apparently held by the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources (the "DNR") with regard to the property located at the east end 
of Eagle Lake formerly known as "The Dock" property (the "Property"). It is our understanding 
that the Michigan State Waterways Commission (the "Commission") will be addressing the 
DNR's potential purchase of the Property at its upcoming meeting on June 21, 2013. 

Prior to any decisions being made regarding whether .the DNR should exercise its option 
to purchase the Property, there are several matters of which the Commission should be aware. 
First, Ontwa Tovi'llship Supervisor John Brielmaier sent a letter to the.DNR dated March 21, 
2013, wherein Mr. Brielmaier stated that "Ontwa Township supports the DNR purchasing yhe 
[ sic] Dock Property to be used as a boat launch and public park." The Association believes that 
Mr. Brielmaier's letter is both misleading and inaccurate. The positions and policies for Ontwa 
Township can only be set with the approval of the seven-person elected Ontwa Township Board. 
The Association has not been able to find any minutes or other information indicating that the 
Ontwa Township Board ever voted on whether to support the DNR purchase of the Property for 
a boat launch or otherwise. In fact, at ·the recent Ontwa Township Board meeting held on 
June 10, 2013, Mr. BrieIllaier publicly admitted that no formal vote had been taken by the 
Township Board and that he simply did an informal survey of Township Board members. Not 
only does that not constitute formal Oniwa Township policy, but such actions could potentially 
be a violation ofthe Michigan Open Meetings Act, being MCL 15.261 et seq. 

Commission members should also be aware that a boat launch and boat launch parking 
facility are not currently allowed for the Property pursuant to the Onlwa Township Zoning 
Ordinance, as amended (the "Zoning Ordinance"). Clearly, anyDNR'boat ramp and boat ramp 
parking facility would be subject to local zoning regulations pursuant to Burt Twp v DNR, 459 
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Mich 659 (1999). The Property is located within the L-R Lake Residential zoning district under 
the Zoning Ordinance. A boat launch facility and boat launch parking are not permitted uses 
within that zoning district. See Section 8.02 ofthe Zoning Ordinance. Association officials have 
asked Ontwa Township Zoning Administrator Wayne Hardin whether he has approved a boat 
launch and boat launch parking facility for the Property or whether such uses are even allowed 
on the Property pursuant to the Zoning Ordinance. Mr. Hardin has indicated to Association 
officials that he has not approved a boat launch or boat launch parking facility for the Property. 
Regarding whether or not the boat launch facility and boat launch parking are permitted uses 
within the L-R zoning district, Mr. Hardin has been noncommittal. He has indicated to 
Association officials that such uses would be allowed only if they are considered a "park" (for 
which he has not given an opinion - he apparently believes that the Township Plarming-

--Commission must make-that interpretation). L Association officials-rlo not believe that the Dl\lP: s 
proposal would be a "park." 

Some have asserted that the Property has been used for many years as an informal boat 
launch and that the DNR would be able to develop a boat launch for "safe and effective access" 
to the lake. Such assertions are off base for at least two reasons. First, the site is inherently 
unsafe for any boat launching uses, given its proximity to a busy public road. There is no 
effective way to launch a boat into the lake at that site without interfering with road traffic. 
Second, the degree of usage of the informal boat launch in the past will pale in comparison to the 
high volume watercraft launching that will occur pursuant to an improved DNR public boat 
launch site. The Association will address this and other pertinent issues in more detail at your 
upcoming meeting. 

This letter will supersede and replace the virtually identical letter of June 17, 2013, as 
there was an elTor in that earlier letter which listed me as the "Township Attorney" under my 
signature. We represent a significant number of tciwnships and the wrong format was 
elToneously utilized. We are not legal counsel for Ontwa Township. We regret any 
misunderstanding that such elTor may have caused. 

The Association thanks the Commission and its members for your careful consideration 
ofthese issues. 

cc: Eagle Lake Improvement Association 
Roland Johnson, DNR Parks & Recreation Division 
John Brielmaier, Ontwa Township Supervisor 
Paula Ralph, Ontwa Township Clerk 
Wayne Hardin, Ontwa Township Zoning Administrator 

I It should be noted that the Zoning Administrator recently indicated that the Property is located within the R-IA 
Residential zoning district pursuant to the Zoning Ordinance, which is erroneous. 
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Paul Yauk 
DNR 

Paul, 

Township of Ontwa • County of Cass • State of Michigan 
26225 U.S. 12' P.O. Box 209 ' EdwaJdsburg, MI 49112 ' Fax: (269) 663,0072 ' PhOD" (269) 663-2347 

March 21, 2013 

Ontwa TO\\TIship supports the DNR purchasing yhc Dock Prropcrty to be used as a boat launch and public park. 

John Brielmaier 
Ontwa Township 
Supervisor 
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Board of Commissioners: 
Leroy Krempec, Chalnnan 
Clifford Poehrman, Vice Chairman 

December 15, 20 I I 

Mr. Roland Johnson 
MIlDNR Parks and Recreation Division 
Plainwell District Manager 
Plainwell Operation Service Center 
621 North lOll> Street . .. .. 
Plainwell, Michigan 49080 

. Re: Potential Boating Access Site 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

Roger Bowser, Member 
Thomas Celie, Member 
Pete FournIer, Member 

The Cass County Road Conunission supports the conceptual plan to establish and mainWn a 
Boating Access Site on what is known as tbe "Dock" property in Ontwa Township in Cass 
County. 

This site has been used for many years, in an informal manner, for b.oaters to access Eagle Lake. 
This site also has the potential to access Juno, Christiana, and Painter Lakes to tbe east from a· 
common property. The formal development of a safe and effective access for boaters would be a 
benefit to tbe community at a site historically used by boaters and fishermen. 

If you acquire tbe property tbe Cass County Road Commission looks ahead to a cooperative 
effort to establish a safer public access to Eagle Lake at this location. 

Sincerely, 

340 N. O'Keefe SI, P.O. Box 68 
Cassopolis, MichIgan 49031 

Equal Opportunily Employer 
Website: casscoroad.com 

Phone: (269) 445·8611 
Fax: (269) 445·2376 

/ (), 
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We the undersigned petition the Michigan DNR to purchase the former DOCK Property adJacent to ~aBle 
take and designate It as a public patklng area to Eagle I.J.Ike. FUr1her01ore, a boat ramp could be 
constructed on the channellolAlted at the north side of the property to provide access to the Juno Chain 
which Inaludes Juno, Christiana and Painter l<!kes. The parking lot not only co~ld serve both waters and 
pro vida the additional boating access we dearlv need, but also provide shore flshlng access for boat less 
anglers, The addnJonal ae,ess to the Juno Chain would restore some of the parking/access lost as the 

.. _____ . result of the rm:ent DNR Juno access renovation. 
--------------------- -----------------'- --------_. --
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