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RESOLUTION NO. 11-2007-04

RESOLUTION OF THE CITIZENS COMMITTEE FOR MICHIGAN STATE
PARKS TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF THE “FORT CUSTER
RECREATION AREA - GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN”

ADOPTED: November 28, 2007

WHEREAS, the Department of Natural Resources’ (Department) Parks and Recreation Division has
completed Phase 1 of the General Management Plan for the Fort Custer Recreation Area; and

WHEREAS, the planning process reflects sensitivity to natural resource values, historic and cultural
resource values, recreation and education opportunities, is inclusive of all Department programs and
representative of eco-management; and

WHEREAS, the planning process was further inclusive of stakeholder, constituent, and public input;
and

WHEREAS, the General Management Plan represents sound guidance for future planning phases that
will be consistent with the mission of the Department and the Parks and Recreation Division, and
reflective of the purpose and significance of the Fort Custer Recreation Area; and

WHEREAS, the General Management Plan has been reviewed and recommended for approval by the
Parks and Recreation Division Management Team, the Department Statewide Council and its
Southern Lower Peninsula Ecoregional Team, and has been recommended for approval by the
Stewardship Subcommittee of the Citizens Committee for Michigan State Parks.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Citizens Committee for Michigan State Parks approves
the Fort Custer Recreation Area Phase 1 - General Management Plan; and

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that greater emphasis be included in the Executive
Summary, general text and maps for future, desired acquisitions; and

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Citizens Committee for Michigan State
Parks further recommends that the Department Director approve the Phase 1 — General Management
Plan for the Fort Custer Recreation Area; and

THEREFORE, BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that upon approval by the Department Director, the
Parks and Recreation Division initiate the Phase 2 — Long Range Action Plan for the Fort Custer
Recreation Area.

Submitted by: Michael McDonald, Chair of the Citizens Committee for Michigan State
Parks’ Stewardship Subcommittee

Motioned by: Mary Pitcher Yeas: 12
Seconded by: Todd Scott Nays: 0
Absent: 4

This Resolution was adopted by the Citizens Committee for Michigan State Parks on November 28, 2007.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Management Planning is a defined strategic process within the PRD Strategic
Plan (2009), reflecting the following Goals and Objectives:

e Goal 1, Objective 1.2: *“Strengthen, update, and implement Management
Plans.”

e Goal 3, Objective 3.1: “Perform landscape level assessment of recreation
opportunities in decision making.”

e Goal 8, Objective 8.1: “Continue to use the CCMSP, MSWC, NRC, SWC, and
Ecoregion Teams and partners to advise in PRD planning, policy development,
and issue resolution.”

Long-range planning for Fort Custer Recreation Area began in April of 2005
when a new MDNR planning philosophy was implemented. “Management
Planning”, a comprehensive resource based process, is our adaptation of the
National Park Service planning methodology. In our iteration, which focuses on
the four tenants of our Mission Statement, we thoroughly inventory the (1) natural
resource values of the park, establish its (2) historic/cultural resources, identify
the (3) recreational opportunities and explore the (4) educational and
interpretation opportunities.

With this base of knowledge and with input from the “Planning Team” (made up
of Department resource staff, stakeholders and public), we established an
‘identity’ for the park. The key significance of Fort Custer Recreation Area (Fort
Custer RA) is the following:

Fort Custer RA was transferred from the United States Government to the MDNR
(formerly the Dept. of Conservation) in 1971 for recreational development and
natural resource preservation. MDNR recognized the parks inherent natural
values and the need to protect these natural features. It was also recognized
that Fort Custer was situated close to areas of high population density and that
there was a strong demand for local and statewide recreational needs. It is
important to note that there was at that time, and still exists today, an equal
emphasis on recreational usage and natural resource protection.

[ ForT cusTeR | §

|
|RECRE ATION AREA |

Entrance Sign Eagle Lake Boat Access Site Fishing pier on
Whitford-Lawler Lake
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Wetland south of Marsh north of Eagle Lake Dog sledding
Whitford-Lawler Lake

In concert with the analysis of the park’s purpose and significance, the Planning
Team also established the appropriate Management Zones and their extent of
influence on the park. From a pallet of nine standard zones, we utilized eight for
Fort Custer RA. The Management Zone Plan is found on the cover of this
document and a thorough review of all zones is found within. A condensed
review of those applied at Fort Custer RA is as follows:

e Primitive Zone — Of the total 3,030 acres in the park, 237 acres (8%) of
undeveloped land fall into this zone description. This area represents the
floodplain of the Kalamazoo River, the marsh area north of Eagle Lake,
and the marsh area south of Whitford-Lawler Lake. Under the Primitive
Zone designation, only foot traffic will be allowed. No mountain bike or
equestrian riding will be permitted. An exception to this may be
considered for continuance (on a seasonal basis) of an existing boating
access location already established.

e Ecologically Sensitive Zone(s) (overlay) — This zone is designated for the
protection of the trumpeter swan(s) during the nesting season on Whitford
Lake, and/or Jackson Lake. (Note: zone designation in all areas of the
park will be defined by wherever the protected birds nest). Historically the
swans have nested on the east side of Jackson Lake. This zone makes
up 16 acres (less than 1%) of the park.

e Backcountry Zone — This zone takes up 1,353 acres of the park (45%).
The PRD Stewardship Unit actively manages several areas within the park
where the natural resources are of higher quality. For example, Fort
Custer RA contains excellent examples of oak barrens (widely-spaced oak
trees in fields of grasses and wildflowers) and dry-mesic southern (oak-
hickory) forest. The Stewardship Unit conducts prescribed burns and
prairie reestablishment in identified areas of the park. This zone allows for
a lower trail density usage. Of the 25 miles of multi-use trail in the park,
about 1/3 of the trails exist within the Backcountry Zone. The Riverside
Family Cabin, located across from the park headquarters, is located in this
zone. A portion of the designated snowmobile trail will go through this
zone (southwest corner of the park).
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e Natural Resource Recreation Zone — The Natural Resources Recreation
Zone comprises 1,135 acres of the park (37%). It is utilized for general
recreation, including hunting, fishing, trapping, birding, and trail use for
hiking, biking, equestrian, dog mushing, and cross-country skiing. To
date, about 2/3rds of multi-use trails exist within this zone. The ‘Lakeview’
and ‘Trailside’ cabins, located just east of Whitford-Lawler Lake, are found
in this zone. The park’s three lakes also fall under this zone classification.
Finally, a new Snowmobile Trail is designated under this zone, and will be
used as a multi-use trail in the off-season.

e Developed Recreation Zone — There are six different areas with this
designation. The total area of the zone is 299 acres (10%), which
includes a modern campground, day-use beach area, and four boating
access sites. These are all well defined use areas and developed for
intensive recreational use.

e Scenic Zone (overlay) — This zone recognizes the viewing opportunities
along the Kalamazoo River, Jackson Lake, Whitford-Lawler Lake, Eagle
Lake and view points at the Hilltop picnic shelter. This area is an overlay
on other zones. The total overlay acreage is 289 (9.5%) of FCRA.

e Cultural Landscape Zone — The entire park falls within this zone because
of its past history. The parks southern boundary is Territorial Road, which
was originally an old Native American Indian trail. As pioneers came to
Michigan, the trail provided a major east/west route. Lawler Cemetery is
located next to Territorial Road. Owned by Frank W. Lawler, a local
farmer at the time, the cemetery contains tombstones of some of the
state’s early settlers. Over time, the trail grew into a stage coach route
between St. Louis and Detroit. Eventually, the area was farmed by early
settlers. In 1917, Camp Custer was built for military training during World
War |I. The camp was named after Civil War cavalry officer General
George Armstrong Custer. In 1940, Camp Custer was designated Fort
Custer and became a permanent military training base for World War 11.
Several old homestead foundations and one silo (still standing) are
scattered throughout the park. Lastly, a Veteran's hospital used to be
located just north of Eagle Lake. Interpretive opportunities using kiosks
and interpretive signage exist in explaining the parks vast history.

e Visitor Services Zone — This zone takes in the headquarters, shop area,
and the old manager’'s residence. The Visitor Services zone totals just
over 6 (less than 1%) acres of land.

An important recommendation of the Natural Resources Commission, and
endorsed by this planning process, is the long-range acquisition of the Fort
Custer Training Center (FCTC) should the Department of Defense decide to
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abandon this base in the future. Located adjacent to the park to the south and
east, the FCTC consists of high quality natural resources. The combination of
existing state ownership with this land holding would result in over 10,000 acres
of high quality natural resources available for public use in a growing urban
community.

Another important aspect of Fort Custer RA is its multi-use trails. Years ago, the
main group of trail users formed a group called “Friends of Fort Custer” to help
promote better communication between the different user groups. The major trail
users include the Southwestern Chapter of the Michigan Mountain Biking
Association (MMBA), Fort Custer Horse Friends Association — a chapter of the
Michigan Horse Council, and the Mid-Union Sled Haulers. These groups play an
active role in using and maintaining the trails. For example, MMBA has various
work days each year to repair/improve the trails. The trails are color coded and
consist of five main loops. Although there is support for individual trails for each
user group, the overall consensus is that the trails will most likely remain multi-
use trails and cooperation among all trail users is the best alternative. It was
noted by MMBA that they do not want additional trail at the present time due to
additional maintenance challenges.

An issue that was brought up throughout the management planning process was
snowmobile usage within the park. At that time, snowmobiles could access all
areas of the park as long as a minimum four inches of snow exists. After
gathering information from local snowmobilers (Northside Snowmobile Club and
Michigan Snowmobile Association), it was recognized that the park provides
good beginner opportunities and local riding opportunities for snowmobiling.
More advanced riders would be more likely to travel to other locations that
provide longer riding distances. Also recognized was that not all areas of the
park are conducive for snowmobile riding and several areas contain high value
natural resources. Therefore, the Planning Team proposed designated
snowmobile trails within the park. (See map below.)

The proposed trail follows the shoulders of main park roads, an existing two track
on the north end of the park, and a loop at the south end of the park. The
proposed trail also uses portions of the park where other winter users will not be
in conflict. For example, the dog sledders and cross country skiers mainly use
the southeast portion of the park, which is heavily wooded and not very popular
for snowmobiling. In addition, erosion control measures exist throughout the
trails in this area of the park. These erosion control measures are not compatible
with snowmobiling. Designated trails would provide safer sledding for both
snowmobilers and other trail users by providing separation (in most instances)
between the users. This designated snowmobile trail will be a multi-use trail so
that it could be used year round. In 2008, a Director's Order was written to
approve this designated snowmobile trail.
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INTRODUCTION

Planning Process Overview — The Management Planning Process develops a
series of planning steps, each built upon the previous, that keep all planning and
action decisions focused on (1) the mission of the Parks and Recreation Division,
and (2) the specific Purpose and Significance of the park. Fort Custer is unique
in the fact that its Management Zone Plan was amended midstream to expand
the Developed Recreation Zone. Implementation of this change involved
stakeholder and public input in line with the overall planning process. Following
is an overview of how PRD addressed this change:

In early January of 2008, a proposal was received from representatives of a local
disc golf club who approached PRD to construct a disc golf course within the
park. Since disc golf courses were relatively new to the park system, it was
determined that a Developed Recreation Zone would best accommodate a disc
golf course. The proposal brought to light that the current management plan did
not adequately accommodate an area for future developed recreational
opportunities, such as disc golf or other activities.

The management planning process for Fort Custer was going through its final
approval process when this request for a disc golf course appeared. It was
recognized that the proposed management plan did not have sufficient
‘Developed Recreation Zone’ acreage to support a disc golf course. PRD
decided to pursue the rezoning of 98 acres of park land, originally proposed as
‘Natural Resource Recreation Zone’, to ‘Developed Recreation Zone’ to support
a disc golf course and allow for future activities that would fit into this zone.

It was explained that this area of the park contains high levels of black locust and
invasive species, therefore lacking any quality natural resources. The layout of
the course may involve the removal of some of the invasive species. The disc
golf course will not interfere with the existing trails. In fact, the existing trails have
precedence and the proposed course will have to work around the trail system.
After stakeholder and public input there was consensus to proceed with the
rezoning of this area.

There are four phases of planning, implemented in the following order:

e Phase 1 - General Management Plan (GMP) - Long-range (20 yr) goals

e Phase 2 — Long-range Action Plan — Long-range (10 yr) actions to attain
the GMP (requires review of Phase 1)

e Phase 3 - 5-Year Implementation Plan — specific actions to implement
(requires review of Phase 1 and Phase 2)

e Phase 4 - Annual Action Plan and Progress Report — what will be done
this year and what progress was made on last year’s plan
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This is the General Management Plan, the first step in our planning process. In
this phase of planning, we are defining what the park will look like in twenty
years. What will be the condition of flora and fauna? How will we address
historic and cultural resources? What recreational opportunities will be provided?
What education and interpretation efforts will meet the visitor? What will guide
the manager's operational decisions? What will be the visitor's overall
experience?

A key tool of this plan is the identification of management zones which define
specific characteristics of the land, addressing management for:

Natural features
Historic/cultural features
Education/interpretation
Recreational opportunities

These four elements represent the primary goals of the PRD Mission Statement,
and provide guidance for both planning and management decisions. Within the
parameters of this guidance, “Purpose” and “Significance” statements are
developed for the park that establishes its unique identity and focus. No two
parks are the same and this emphasis is directed at ensuring that the differences
found from park to park are acknowledged, highlighted and celebrated.

Planning Objectives - The objective of this General Management Plan is to
bring together Department staff, impacted and impacting stakeholders, and the
public who use the park in a planning process that will define and clarify the
unique “Purpose” and “Significance” of Fort Custer Recreation Area.
Collectively, we will reinforce those attributes in the planning and management
decisions that impact the park through the implementation of the Management
Zone Plan. Future action plans, whether focused on a development proposal, a
resource improvement initiative, an interpretive program, or day-to-day
management of the park will be guided by this General Management Plan.
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PLANNING TEAM

Accomplishment of our planning objectives was and is dependent upon the
valuable input provided by all members of the ‘Planning Team’. The following
persons were participants in this planning process:

Name Representing

Joe Strach MDNR-PRD, District Planner

Paul Curtis MDNR-PRD, Management Plan Administrator
Claire Drolshagen MDNR-PRD, Student Intern

Roland Johnson MDNR-PRD, District Supervisor

Tony Trojanowski MDNR-PRD, Unit Manager

David Glenn MDNR-PRD, Park Staff

Ray Fahlsing MDNR-PRD, Stewardship Program Manager
Doug Finley MDNR-EO, Education and Outreach Manager
Jay Wesley MDNR-FD, Supervisor

Kregg Smith MDNR-FD, Fisheries Biologist

Kim Dufresne MDNR-FMFM, Supervisor

David DesJardin MDNR-FMFM, Fire Marshall

Julia Grabowski MDNR-LED, Conservation Officer

Christine Hanaburgh MDNR-WD, Wildlife Biologist

Jeff Johnson MDNR-PRD, Student Assistant

Scott Lambert MDNR-PRD, Student Assistant

Stakeholder Representatives

Michele Richards, Fort Custer Training Center
Mike Needham, Southwest Chapter Michigan Mountain Biking Association
(SWMMBA)

Cathy Needham, SWMMBA

Gordie Allen, SWMMBA

Jo Oostveen, Mid Union Sled Haulers (MUSH)
Marvin Shanley, MUSH

Sandy Schreiber, MUSH

Ken Vandervest, FCRA Horse Friends Association
Sue Bertch, FCRA Horse Friends Association
Melva Parker, FCRA Horse Friends Association
Richard Mclntosh, Bike/ski/hike

Dale Isreals, Michigan Snowmobile Association
Richard Skalski, City of Kalamazoo

Carl Christensen, Kalamazoo River Valley Trailway
David Rachowicz, Kalamazoo County Parks

Fort Custer Recreation Area — General Management Plan
17



Fort Custer Recreation Area — General Management Plan
18



CORE VALUES

Guidance for the General Management Plan stems from the Mission Statements
of the Department and the Division, and the Purpose and Significance
Statements that have evolved through the planning process. The core values
found in these statements must be reflected in this long-range General
Management Plan for Fort Custer Recreation Area and subsequently reflected in
any shorter range action plans:

DNR Mission Statement - “The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is
committed to the conservation, protection, management, accessible use and
enjoyment of the State’s natural resources for current and future generations.”

PRD Mission Statement - “The Parks and Recreation Division’s Mission is to
acquire, protect, and preserve the natural and cultural features of Michigan’s
unique resources, and to provide access to land and water based public
recreation and educational opportunities.”

The core values derived from these statements are that PRD will acquire,
preserve and protect; (1) natural resources, (2) cultural resources, (3) provide
public recreation, and (4) provide educational opportunities.

Park Purpose - Park purpose statements are based on park legislation,
legislative history, special designations and DNR policies. These statements
reaffirm the reasons for which Fort Custer Recreation Area was identified as part
of the State Park system.

e Fort Custer RA was established in 1971 as an acquisition from the Federal
Government for equal purposes of recreational development and resource
protection. It was recognized that Fort Custer RA was located in close
proximity to areas of high population density and the demand for local and
statewide recreational needs.

e To preserve and protect the park’s unique natural resources for current
and future generations.

e To preserve and protect the park’s historic/cultural resources.

e To provide opportunities for recreational uses and experiences in an area
lacking in same, that are compatible with the park’s resource(s) base.

e To provide educational and interpretive opportunities for the public that
reflects the mission of the DNR and the unique qualities of Fort Custer
Recreation Area.

Fort Custer Recreation Area — General Management Plan
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Park Significance - Park significance statements capture the essence of the
park’s importance to carry out the core values of our PRD Mission. They
recognize the natural and cultural heritage values of the park and the recreational
and educational opportunities afforded. @ These statements describe the
distinctiveness of Fort Custer Recreation Area. Understanding these distinctions
help managers make decisions that preserve those special resources and values
necessary to accomplish the park’s purposes.

e Fort Custer RA, located on the Kalamazoo River in Kalamazoo County,
provides inclusive recreational opportunities in an area lacking in public
lands. From its inception, Fort Custer RA has been planned, developed
and used for a wide range of recreational, natural resource, and
educational interests.

e Fort Custer RA has areas of high value natural resources. Several large
areas of oak barrens and dry-mesic southern (oak-hickory) forest exist
and they are one of the best examples of this landscape in Michigan.

e Together with the adjacent 7,570 acre Fort Custer Training Center
(FCTC), a contiguous landscape of over 10,000 acres exists in public
ownership. The DNR and FCTC have co-management relationships for
both the natural resources and military usage within the park. Specifically,
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (F.E.M.A.) owns a section of
land within the park that serves as an antenna field. Lastly, DNR
Stewardship shares similar natural resource goals with FCTC Stewardship
in managing the 10,000 combined acres of natural resources.

e Culturally significant, Fort Custer RA borders Territorial Road, once a
stagecoach route, and contains a wide array of old house and farm
foundations. In 1917, Camp Custer was built for military training during
WWI. The camp was named after Civil War cavalry officer General
George Armstrong Custer. In 1940, Camp Custer was designated Fort
Custer and became a permanent military training base for WWII.

e Fort Custer offers a variety of water resources including Eagle Lake,
Jackson Lake, Whitford-Lawler Lake, frontage on approximately three
miles of the Kalamazoo River, and smaller unnamed wetland areas
spread amongst the park.

e Occurrences of ‘Threatened’ (T), ‘Special Concern’ (SC), and
‘Endangered’ (E) species occur in the park for:

- Lead Plant (SC)
- White False Indigo (SC)
- Yellow Harlequin (T)
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- Downy Sunflower (T)

- False Boneset (SC)

- American Bittern (SC)

- Trumpeter Swan (T)

- Cooper’s Hawk (SC)

- Common Moorhen (SC)

- Cerulean Warbler (SC)

- Prothonotary Warbler (SC)
- Louisiana Waterthrush (SC)
- Hooded Warbler (SC)

- Grasshopper Sparrow (SC)
- Henslow’s Sparrow (T)

- Easter Box Turtle (SC)

- Blanchard’s Cricket Frog (SC)

Trail usage is a large component of the park. Fort Custer is a popular
year-round destination for mountain bikers, equestrians, hikers, cross
country skiers, and dog mushers.

Legal Mandates - For all park General Management Plans, all legal mandates

will be identified and will serve to further guide the development of the General
Management Plan and subsequent Action Plans. For our planning purposes, the
term “Legal Mandates” refers to not only state law, but also the administrative
tools of “Policy” and “Directive” of the Natural Resource Commission, the
Department, and Parks and Recreation Division. Specific to Fort Custer RA, the
following legal mandates have been identified:

PA 451 OF 1994, PART 741 - STATE PARK SYSTEM - NATURAL
RESOURCE AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT - This act is
the recodification of law that established the Michigan State Park System
and defined the powers and duties of same. Notable in this law is Section
324.74102 which identifies the duties of the department and reinforces
those core values cited above.

This section reads:
(1)  “The legislature finds:

€)) Michigan State Parks preserve and protect Michigan's
significant natural and historic resources.

(b) Michigan State Parks are appropriate and uniquely suited to
provide opportunities to learn about protection and
management of Michigan’s natural resources.

(c) Michigan State Parks are an important component of
Michigan’s tourism industry and vital to local economies.

Fort Custer Recreation Area — General Management Plan
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(2)  The department shall create, maintain, operate, promote, and make
available for public use and enjoyment a system of state parks to
preserve and protect Michigan’s significant natural resources and
areas of natural beauty or historic significance, to provide open
space for public recreation, and to provide an opportunity to
understand Michigan’s natural resources and need to protect and
manage those resources.”

CONSERVATION COMMISSION DEDICATION OF FORT CUSTER
RECREATION AREA - From 1957 to 1969, the DNR (formerly
Department of Conservation) entered into a lease agreement with the
United States Government for the recreational use of 1,228 acres of the
Fort Custer Military Reservation. The State of Michigan was granted a
lease for 2,889 acres in 1969, which now encompasses the present-day
Fort Custer Recreation Area. The land was then gifted to the state in
1971 by Mrs. Richard Nixon under President Nixon's Legacy of Parks
program. The 96 acres, located north of Eagle Lake and operated by the
Michigan Department of Health, were transferred to the DNR in 1973.

PA 368 OF 1978, ARTICLE 12 - ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH, PART 125
— CAMPGROUNDS - Part 125 of the Public Health Code was established
to protect and promote the public health by establishing health code
requirements specifically addressing campgrounds. The Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ), Drinking Water and Radiological Protection
Division is the administering agency that is responsible for the
promulgation of the Administrative Rules for Campgrounds.

All public (including DNR) and private campgrounds must meet these
DEQ regulations.

PA 451 OF 1994, NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT) — 324.41901 Requlation and prohibitions
in_certain areas; powers of department; area closures; hearings,
investigations, studies, and statement of facts; regulations. — This part of
PA 451 establishes the powers of the Department to establish safety
zones for hunting. In accordance with the Administrative Rules
established by Wildlife Division for hunting safety, a 450’ “Safety Zone” is
established around all occupied dwellings (which includes campgrounds).
Under the State Land Rules, the Department also has the authority to
expand the application of this 450’ “Safety Zone” to encompass “Day-Use
Areas” such as beaches, picnic areas, boat launches, and trail head
parking areas, should the need arise. This is determined on a case-by-
case basis. At Fort Custer RA, the Hunting Safety Zones are represented
below:
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Hunting Safety Zones
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Additionally, (from Wildlife Conservation Orders Re. goose hunting)
State recreation areas open, exceptions; September 1 to September
15 open season, exceptions.

(7) Those state recreation areas described in chapter VIl as closed to the
taking of animals shall be closed during the early September hunting
season for Canada geese. All other state recreation areas not within the
Saginaw bay unit shall have an open season from September 1 to
September 15, except for those portions of the following areas which shall
be closed and shall be posted in such a manner and at such locations as
will provide reasonable notice of the closure to the public:

(n) Fort Custer recreation area, in addition to those areas closed to the
taking of animals as described in section 7.60, a person shall not take any
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animal from any state-owned lands or waters in the Fort Custer recreation
area from September 1 to Labor Day.

7.60 Fort Custer recreation area, unlawful acts, exceptions; posting
required. A person shall not do any of the following:

(1) Take an animal with a firearm from November 15 to December 1 or
hunt or take Canada geese during September 1 to 15 on those portions of
the Fort Custer recreation area described as follows:

(a) All lands in section 3, T2S R9W, lying southeasterly of the park
entrance road; and all that part of section 2, T2S R9W, lying north and
west of the old military road intersection with the Eagle lake day use area
entrance road, and all lands in section 3, T2S R9W, north of the day use
area entrance road to the intersection of the main park entrance road.

(2) A person shall not take an animal within the limits of the area
commonly referred to as the Fort Custer campground and posted as
closed to shooting.

(3) Signs containing the regulations listed in this section shall be posted in
such a manner and at such locations as will provide reasonable notice of
the closure to the public.

LAND USE ORDERS OF THE DIRECTOR - By authority conferred on the
Director of the Department of Natural Resources by Section 504 of Act
No. 451 of the Public Acts of 1994, as amended, being section 324.504 of
the Michigan Compiled Laws and in accordance with R 299.671 and R
299.922 of the Michigan Administrative Code, the Director of the
Department of Natural Resources orders that the following order of the
Land Use Orders of the Director shall read as follows:

5.2 Possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages in certain
state parks and recreation areas, prohibited conduct. A person shall
not do any of the following:

(a) Fort Custer — Entire park from April 1st through Labor Day

5.4 Watercraft use in certain state parks, prohibited conduct. A
person shall not do the following:

(1) Operate a vessel in excess of a slow, no-wake speed on any of the
following described waters:

(c) Fort Custer RA - Jackson lake; Lawler lake; Whitford lake; Eagle lake.
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5.12 Fort Custer recreation area, prohibited conduct.
(13) A person shall not do the following at the fort Custer RA:

(a) Excavate, dig or probe the grounds, or remove ordnance without
written permission.

MDEQ DAM_ SAFETY — The Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality (MDEQ) Dam Safety Program administers the provisions of Part
307 and Part 315 of The Natural Resources and Environmental Protection
Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended. Part 307, Inland Lake Levels, regulates
dams that establish legal lake levels while Part 315, Dam Safety,
regulates all other dams over six feet in height and with more than five
acres impounded during the design flood. A MDEQ permit must be
acquired prior to any construction or repair of regulated dams.
Additionally, these dams must be inspected every three to five years
based on hazard potential rating. Staff at MDEQ is responsible for
reviewing all inspection reports, inspecting all Department of Natural
Resources dams, and inspecting municipal dams if requested.

PRD must comply with DEQ Dam Maintenance Requirements that result
from their routine inspections of the dam. Additionally, routine
maintenance recommendations (as specified by DEQ) shall be complied
with.

R.O.W. FOR COUNTY ROADS - The Right-of-Way for M-96 (Dickman
Road) county road is 200’ wide (100’ from center line), which is the only
county road impacting Fort Custer RA. The Kalamazoo County Road
Commission has the authority to require permits<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>