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What is the Michigan Pheasant Restoration 

Initiative (MPRI)? 
 

The MPRI is a conservation initiative to restore and enhance Michigan 

pheasant habitat, populations and hunting opportunities on private and 

public lands. The MPRI works by acquiring state and federal resources to 

assist landowners within cooperatives in improving wildlife habitat on their 

property and by improving habitat on selected state game and recreation 

areas and other public and private lands. MPRI partners work to secure 

staffing to accomplish habitat improvement, hunter access, education and 

outreach, hunter recruitment, retention and reactivation and population 

monitoring goals.  

Pheasant Cooperatives 
 

Focusing on private lands, 

pheasant co-ops serve as a 

way to connect neighboring 

landowners and hunters on a 

number of conservation     

efforts to help restore wild 

pheasant populations. The 

cooperatives coordinator 

works with the Farm Bill       

biologists (FBBs) to ensure that 

pheasant co-ops have the 

resources they need to make 

sound grassland               

management decisions,      

including access to DNR biologists, habitat consultants, equipment, and 

financial assistance.  

The cooperatives program highlighted the Mayville Co-op for their            

community outreach efforts in 2019. With the help of partners, this co-op     

established a short grass mix planting at an educational site to improve     

wildlife habitat and allow others to learn for years to come. 

The annual Pheasant Rendezvous hosted over 40 people. Along with a     

habitat tour and conservation program information, the Clinton Lakes    

Co-op shared their experience, success and habitat goals with attendees.  

The Habitat Series was held in the thumb area and southeast region to       

promote conservation programs. The events drew about 30 landowners 

per event and continues to engage people that are new to land       

stewardship and want to learn about grassland habitat.   

http://www.michigan.gov/pheasant
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Grassland and Wetland Habitat Improvement  

 

The MPRI Coalition works cooperatively to improve grassland and wetland habitat for pheasant nesting, 

brood rearing and wintering.  This work is completed on both private and public lands.   

State Game Area 
Grassland Acres 

Enhanced 

Grassland Acres 

Restored 

Food Plot Acres 

Planted 

Wetland Acres 

Enhanced 

Shiawassee River  105 0 770 1205 

Sharonville, Grass Lake, Goose 

Lake and Adams      216 0 70 0 

Cornish 8 61 25 0 

Muskrat Lake 12 0 0 0 

Thumb Area (Verona, Gagetown,   

Thumb Mini SGAs)       2633 70 181 0 

Crow Island 0 0 20 0 

Gratiot-Saginaw  10 0 0 0 

Maple River  0 0 36 26 

Rose Lake  0 23 32 0 

Nayanquing Point 20 0 337 140 

Gordon Guyer 28 0 0 0 

Pinconning Twp.  35 0 0 0 

Coldwater Lake State Park 0 62 0 0 

Lake Hudson State Rec. Area 144 0 0 0 

Totals 3,211 216 1,471 1,371 

Coalition Organization  
Grassland Acres 

Established  

Grassland Acres 

Restored 

Food Plot 

Acres Planted 

Wetland Acres 

Protected   

Wetland Acres 

Restored 

Pheasants Forever 1,227 1,703 9,209 0 58 

Ducks Unlimited 0 58 0 145 62 

US Fish and Wildlife Service 0 666 0 0 360 

National Wild Turkey Federation 0 317 2,460 0 0 

Totals 1,227 2,744 11,669 145 480 

Landowner Assistance 

 
MPRI Farm Bill Biologists (FBB) and DNR Private Lands Biologists provide technical and financial assistance 

to landowners to improve grassland habitat for wildlife. In partnership with the Natural Resources       

Conservation Service, the DNR provided $375,000 to conservation districts to employ five FBBs who help 

landowners enroll for USDA Farm Bill and other partner programs to enhance their lands for wildlife and 

protect soil and water quality. FBBs provided technical and financial assistance to 357 landowners to 

improve 10,363 acres and assisted 161 landowners in enrolling for USDA programs, including the      

Conservation Reserve Program, Wetland Reserve Easements and the Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program. DNR staff provided $34,110 in financial assistance to enhance 342 acres and technical        

assistance to private landowners to enhance 1,382 acres.  
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Seed Drill Planting 

Despite the wet spring and fall, it was a good year for seed drill planting. A total of 4,979 acres of 
habitat was planted on 333 different sites across southern Michigan! This was the highest acreage 
planted since 2007. The seed drills were used to improve 4,008 acres of warm season grasses, 372 acres 
of cool season grasses and 598 acres of either food plot or pastureland.  

Hunting Access Program 
DNR Wildlife Division is committed to maintaining hunting opportunity in the southern Lower Peninsula 

with no net loss of quality hunting lands in MPRI regions. Currently, the Hunting Access Program offers 

over 9,400 acres of public hunting access in the southern Lower Peninsula. In early 2020, the Wildlife 

Division received a new, nearly $1.6 million grant from the USDA for Voluntary Public Access that will 

help fund the program for another 4 years. Supporting regional initiatives such as the MPRI remains a 

focus and landowner enrollment will increase. 
  

More Land for Hunting 

The DNR acquired 101 acres of additional land at the Cornish State Game Are for public access to       

wildlife-based recreation. This land will provide more wildlife habitat with the potential for excellent 

pheasant habitat and pheasant hunting.  

 

Wildlife Habitat Grants 
Through the DNR’s Wildlife Habitat 

Grant (WHG) program, nearly $105,700 

was awarded to various habitat 

projects in Clinton, Hillsdale, and Van 

Buren counties. These projects focused 

primarily on grassland habitat 

improvement for pheasants and other 

grassland dependent wildlife. 237 

acres of grassland will be restored 

through the 2019 WHGs. 

 

Farm Bill Programs 

2019 provided limited Conservation 

Reserve Program enrollment opportunities given the national CRP acreage cap concerns of the 2014 

Farm Bill and national enrollment demand. Michigan enrolled approximately 2,000 acres of Continuous 

CRP under this limited opportunity.  

The 2018 Farm Bill provides expanded opportunities under the CRP. A competitive General CRP sign-up 

will occur on an annual basis under the new farm bill. This sign-up includes increased opportunities for 

enrollment of wildlife habitat through the State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (CRP-SAFE) initiatives, of 

which Michigan has three (Southern Michigan Grasslands, Native Pollinator Habitat and the Southern 

Michigan Pheasant and Monarch Recovery Effort). Last year, 10,000 acres was enrolled in the Southern 

Michigan Pheasant and Monarch CRP-SAFE program that was developed by the MPRI Coalition and 

approved by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. In addition, a Continuous CRP sign-up opened on the 

same date and will run through Sept. 30, 2020. CRP continuous sign-up will focus primarily on water 

quality within the new Clean Lakes, Estuaries, and Rivers (CLEAR) initiative. 

2020 will mark the 35th anniversary of the CRP and more opportunity provided under the 2018 Farm Bill 

will be rolled out including a CRP Grasslands enrollment and the CLEAR30 pilot program that will allow 

producers an option to re-enroll expiring water quality practices in a 30-year CRP contract. 
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Recruiting New Hunters 

The R3 Coordinators group has expanded to include Pheasants 

Forever (PF), National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF), Michigan United 

Conservation Clubs (MUCC), Safari Club International (SCI), Michigan 

Pheasant Hunting Initiative (MPHI), Quality Deer Management 

Association (QDMA), Back Country Hunters and Anglers (BCHA), U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service and the DNR. All groups organized, hosted or 

assisted in events including the Great Outdoor Jamboree which had 

575 attendees, three mentored pheasant hunts, two MPHI pheasant 

hunts, and NWTF’s Beginning Wing Shooting 101 classes and Rifle 

Demo Day. 

PF organized nine Pheasant Fridays and six other state park events 

with 416 youth and 25 adults attendees. PF also held five Learn to 

Wing Shoot events with 30 adults,13 mentored hunts and 316 shooting 

sports events with 9,239 youth and 1,929 adults. One chapter 

appointed a Ladies Outreach Coordinator and worked with two other 

chapters to host a comprehensive ladies event.  

NWTF’s efforts included 75 events that involved 3,483 shooters, 

creating 281 new hunters. They developed 63 mentors, held 20 

mentored hunts for turkey, deer, upland birds and small game, hosted ten Wheelin’ Sportsmen 

mentored hunts, three Women in the Outdoors events, held 29 youth outreach events, and conducted 

17 state park JAKES Take Aim BB gun shooting events that introduced 1,157 shooters to the activity.  

MUCC partnered on several events listed above. They also designed and facilitated one adult and one 

youth hunter safety education course that certified ten new adult hunters and 200 kids. They also 

hosted a youth pheasant hunt for 16 new youth hunters, partnered with QDMA and BCHA on a 

mentored deer hunt in the Waterloo State Recreation Area, and participated in Sportsmen for Youth 

with 2,800 youth and 1,600 adults learning about hunting and fishing.    

Adopt-a-Game-Area 

 
The Adopt-A-Game Area Program (AAGAP) raised $389,515 in 2019 for grassland projects on MPRI 

priority properties. 2019 was tough from a weather-perspective, making habitat projects difficult or 

impossible. Three projects were started all of which included funds from both Enbridge and AAGAP. 

Those projects were:  

• Cornish SGA - 62 acres of prairie restored,  

• Coldwater Lake SP - 62 acres of prairie restored, 

• Rose Lake SWA - 20 acres of pollinator habitat established,  

• Cornish SGA - 32 acres of grassland enhanced 

• Rose Lake SWA - 12 acres of grassland enhanced 

Currently, AAGAP education and recognition kiosks have been installed at six properties (Maple River, 

St. Clair Flats, St. John’s Marsh, Sharonville, Shiawassee River and Allegan). Seven more will be installed 

soon, and the final six are under construction.  

In its first two years, $410,000 in grants and contributions were secured for AAGAP. With the $500,000 

from the Enbridge Fund, the amount of grassland restored or improved will be 1,733 acres from these 

funds alone.  


