
Interested in  
Pheasants or Monarchs? 

Help Keep Michigan’s 
Wildlife SAFE
Agricultural landowners in southern Michigan have a 
new opportunity to voluntarily protect their soil and water 
quality while providing critical habitat for pheasants, 
monarchs, pollinators and grassland birds. Michigan’s 
newest SAFE program was developed to restore 
diverse grassland and wetland habitat where 
it will be the most beneficial to increase 
populations of these important species.

SAFE is an enhanced version of USDA’s 
Continuous Conservation Reserve Program 
providing technical and financial incentives 
to enrolled landowners.  Eligible lands 
require cropping history, meet minimum 
size requirements and are located 
within an eligible county.

Enrollment is limited to 40,000 
acres on a first-come,  
first-served basis.

Eligible Counties
SAFE is available in southern Michigan 
counties identified in state and regional 
wildlife plans as having high potential to 
recover pheasant and monarch populations 
by increasing available habitat.
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Eligible Land
Agricultural land that was cropped or 
considered cropped four out of six years from 
2008 to 2013 and meeting minimum size 
requirements.

Financial Incentives
• Annual soil rental rate payment
• One-time Signing Incentive Payment of $75 

per acre for new enrollments
• 90% cost-share to establish eligible habitat 

(50% cost-share and 40% incentive)
• Contract length of 10 to 15 years

To Enroll:
Contact your local USDA Service  
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/MI 



• Increase populations of ring-necked pheasants, monarchs and grassland birds
• Provide high-quality grassland and wetland habitat for declining wildlife species
• Provide nesting, brood-rearing and winter habitat for pheasants and other wildlife
• Provide critical milkweed and nectar sources for monarchs and other pollinators
• Provide flexible options for landowners to enhance their lands for wildlife
• Improve water quality and prevent soil erosion.

It’s no secret that Michigan’s pheasant population has decreased dramatically in recent decades. Monarch 
butterfly populations have struggled too, with an estimated 80% decline in the past two decades. Habitat loss 
and changing agricultural practices are leading causes of these declines. But there’s good news. Recovery of 

these iconic species is still possible by providing habitat where it has been previously eliminated.  
Be par t  of  the recovery,  enrol l  today!

To Enroll:
Contact your local  

USDA Service Center or visit   
fsa.usda.gov/MI 

Partners
US Fish & Wildlife Service 

USDA – Farm Service Agency
Michigan Association of Conservation Districts

USDA – Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Michigan Monarch and Wild Pollinator Committee

Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development

State Acres For Wildlife Enhancement 
Conservation Benefits

Eligible Practices
• Habitat Blocks: 10 or more 

acres; less than 10 acres if 
adjacent to existing grassland, 
wetland or woodlot creating a 
total of 10 or more acres.

• Habitat Corridors: Linear 
strips up to 150 feet wide 
totaling a minimum 0.5 acres.

Selecting Seed
• Landowners may select tallgrass 

or shortgrass prairie species based 
on soil type. Seed mixes must 
include a minimum of 4 native 
grasses, 10 native wildflowers and 
2 milkweed species.
• USDA staff can help design a 

mix best suited to your site.  
• Enrolled landowners are 

encouraged to plant seed from a 
Michigan or Great Lakes source.

Optional Practices
• Early Successional Habitat: Up to 

25% of enrollments can be managed
to provide brood-rearing habitat for 
pheasants and other birds.
• Mix of annual grains planted 

every 3 years
• Winter Cover: Switchgrass may be 

established to provide winter cover 
for wildlife.  
• Up to 25% of block plantings, 2 

to 20 acres max; Up to 100% of 
corridor enrollments. 

• Food Plots: Annual or perennial 
food plots are allowed on 10%, 
up to 5 acres, of select practices; 
Cost-share is not provided for 
establishment of food plots.

• Wetland: Restoration and 
development on select practices.
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