
 
Lakeshore Campground 

Redevelopment Study 



Meeting Agenda / Overview 

• Introductions 
 

• General Project Overview 
• Design Process / Team 
• Review Study Phase Highlights 

• Public Input & How it Shaped the Plan 
• Natural Features Preservation 

• Programming Highlights (Technical) 
 
• Programming Highlights (Design) 
• Review Concept / Schematic Design Plan 

• Plan Highlights & Details 
• Next Steps 
 
• Group Discussion 

 



 
Yesterday 

 
 

Camper Footprints - Circa 1950’s  



                   Today 



Tomorrow…………………………….. 



Thinking Outside The Box 



Design Process 

• Collaboration 

• Transparency with Public 

• MDNR-PR Agency Priorities 

• Environmental Stewardship 

• Sustainable & Cost Effective 
 



Design Team 



Study Phase 100 

• Thorough In-Depth Analysis  

    of Existing Conditions 

• Redevelopment Objectives 

 



CRS Data 



CRS Data (Total Reservation by Equipment) 



CRS Data (Reservation Stay Length By Equipment) 



On-Site User Survey / Input  
June – September,  2011 

• Layout of Sites 

• Restroom Buildings 

• Sanitation Station 

• Technology 

• Roads 

• Beach 

• Pets 

• Group Sites 

• “Wilderness” 

• Other Amenities 



On-Site User Survey / Input  
June – September, 2011 



Historic Significance  

• CCC Craftsmanship 

• Michigan Lumber Industry 

 

 

 

 



Regional Connectivity  

• North Country Trail 

 

 



Dark Sky Park Designation 



Natural Features Inventory  

• Tree Survey 

• Vegetation analysis 

• MNFI Evaluation / Field Survey 

• Shoreline Ecosystem  

• Dune & Swale Wetland Complex 

 

 

 

 



Tree Inventory 

 

 

 

 



Natural Communities 

Wooded Dune & Swale Complex 

 

 

 



Rare & Endangered Species 

 

 

 

 



MNFI Mapping 

 

 

 

 



Environmental Stewardship 

• Threatened & Endangered Species Protection 

• Low Impact Development (LID) 

• Green & Sustainability Initiatives 

• Dunes Reclamation 



Proposed 
• Kite Boarding 
• Stand-Up Paddle Boarding 
• More Bike Trails 
• Senior Activities 
• Geocaching 
• Mobile Apps 
 

Future Recreation   



Background Research 

• Design Criteria, Standards & Practices 

• National Recreation Activity Trends 

• Michigan Recreation Activity Trends 

• Recent Michigan Initiatives 

• Sustainability / Green Initiatives  

• Social Media & Technology 



Signage 



Infrastructure 



Infrastructure 



On-Line User Survey (2012) 

• Over 1,200 Respondents 

• User Demographics 

• Equipment Usage / Accommodations 

• Preferred Recreational Activities 

• Desired Technology Upgrades 



Primary Accommodations 



Most Important Features 



Most Unique Characteristics 



Common Themes 

• Loyal Base of Passionate Users 

• Keep It Wilderness 

• Upgrade Bathrooms & Roads 

• Do Not Pave Pads 

• We Come for the Beach 

• Love to Camp on the Water 

• Great Family Atmosphere 

• Maintain Lake Views 

• Need a Dog Beach 

 



Survey Results 



Website 



Website  
Comments 



Facebook Page 



Facebook Page “Picture This” 



Program Development & 
Schematic Design  
• Off-Site Team Workshop 



Infrastructure 



MEP 



Vehicular Circulation 



Pedestrian Circulation 



Signage 



Amenities 



Alternative Campsites 



Existing Conditions 
Overview 

West Lakeshore 
Campground 
• 75 Campsites 

East Lakeshore 
Campground 
• 75 Campsites 

Day-Use Area 

Maintenance 

Supervisors Residence 

Headquarters 

The Pines 
Campground 
• 100 Campsites 

Contact Station 

Sanitation Station 



Composite Site Analysis 



Key Redevelopment Objectives 

• Keep It “Wilderness” 

• Keep East & West Lakeshore Campsites Familiar 

• Maximize Use of Existing Infrastructure 

• Design For Current and Future Campers 

• Develop Alternative Camping Opportunities (New 
Clientele and Revenue Generators) 

• Balance Public & Client Input with DNR Objectives 

• Embrace Environmental Stewardship & Green Initiatives 

• Consider Design Details Unique to Wilderness State Park 

• Design for Phasing  & Consideration of Redevelopment 
Funding Availability  

 

 

 

 

 



Concept Study A 



Concept Study B 



Concept Study H 



Redevelopment  Concept Plan 



Organizational Diagram 

Pedestrian Nodes 

Beaches 

Camping Areas 

Access to Campground Core 

Campground Core 



Pedestrian & Vehicular  
Circulation 



West Lakeshore Campground 
Existing 75 Sites 
Proposed 69 Sites 
• 2 Mini Cabins 
• Exterior 60 Degree Back-In Sites 
• Interior 90 Degree Sites 
• Campsites Backing to Playground 

Controlled Beach Access Points 

 

Pedestrian Zone 
• Play Area 
• Recreation Area 

Mini Cabins

Comfort Station 



East lakeshore Campground 
Existing 75 Sites 
Proposed 62 Sites 
• Exterior 60 Degree Back-In Sites 
• Interior 90 Degree Sites 

Contact Station Repurposed 



Group Campground 

1 

2 
3 

4 

5 
6 

7 
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Campground Core 



Nature Based Playground 



Informational Kiosk 



Alternative Campground A 



The Bluffs  
Campground 

20 Back-In Sites 
• Accommodate Larger Campers 

& Trailers 
 



Alternative Campground B 



Contact Station 

• Improved Stacking Distance 
• Partial Utilization of Day-Use Road 

Clearing 
• Higher Quality Entry Experience 

• Entry At Creek Crossing 
• High Quality Cedar Trees 

• Bathrooms Integrated with 
Contact Station for Walk-In Sites 

 

Entry Sign 

Relocated Big Stone Trail Access 



Relocated Sanitation Station 

• Relocated South & East (Not Adjacent to Campsites) 
• Improved Stacking 
• Additional Cleanout / Water Fill Stations 
• New Infrastructure 



Environmental Restoration / 
Preservation 



Site Amenities 

• Kayak / Paddleboard Storage 

• Controlled Beach Access Points 

• Foot Washes  

• Dog Park 

• Improved Signage System 

 

 

 



Wilderness Signage 

 

 

 



Next Steps / Timeline 

• 2013 Camping Season 

• Share Redevelopment Plan with Users and Public 

• On Website 

• At Campground 

• Collect User / Public Comments 

• Concept Plan Refinement 

• Design Development 

 

 

 

 



Discussion 


