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Southfield, Michigan

• Population:  80,456*

• Daytime Population:  
>175,000
*based on July 2018 SEMCOG data

• 26.6 Square Miles

• Incorporated in 1958

• >10,000 Businesses

• 110 Fortune 500 
Companies



Evergreen Road Redevelopment (2014-2016)
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Bio-Retention 
Pond

(Rain Garden)
32,000

Cubic feet
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Pervious Pavers

Evergreen Road Redevelopment (2014-2016)
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Sustainable 
Southfield

• Adopted by Southfield City 
Council on June 20, 2016

Master Plan Update
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Sustainable communities are places that balance their economic 
assets, natural resources, and social priorities so that residents’ 
diverse needs can be met now and in the future.

Sustainable Southfield will take a holistic 
approach to land use and community 
planning, which will include environmental, 
social and economic sustainability.

Sustainability



7

Sustainable Southfield will strive to incorporate the 
following six principles compiled from a review of 
leading comprehensive plans by the APA 
Sustaining Places Task Force:
• Livable Built Environment 
• Harmony with Nature 
• Resilient Economy 
• Interwoven Equity 
• Healthy Community 
• Responsible Regionalism 

Sustainability



Southfield Zoning Ordinance Updates
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Article Section Summary

2

5.3(8) Add Bioretention definition
5.3(12) Amend Buffer Strip Definition
5.4(10) Add Cistern Definition
5.4(19) Add Detention Basin Definition
5.6(4) Add Green Infrastructure definition
5.6(5) Add Green Roof definition
5.6(9) Add Impervious Surface definition
5.6(11) Add Infiltration Practice definition
5.7(1) Amend Landscaping definition
5.8(10) Add Permeable Surfacing definition & example photos
5.8(12) Add Planter Box definition
5.8(16) Add Rain Barrel definition & example photo
5.8(31) Add Stormwater definition
5.9(9) Add Vegetated Swale definition

4

5.22(7) Edit landscaping plan info
5.22-2(C)(2)(d)(iv) Edit Facilities 
5.22-3(A)(1) par 2 Edit paragraph 2
5.22-3(A)(2)(b) Edit LID
5.22-3(A)(2)(e) Edit landscaping
5.22-3(A)(4)(c) Edit 
5.22-3(C)(3)(c)(vii) Add Development/GI 
5.22-3(C)(3)(c)(viii) Edit pervious surfaces
5.22-3(C)(3)(e)(iv) Edit to include Stormwater Mgmt Plan
5.22-3(C)(3)(e)(iv) Add specific landscaping
5.22-3(C)(3)(e)(iv) Add Stormwater Mgmt Plan
5.22-3(C)(3)(e)(iv) Excluding stormwater measures from utilities

Adopted
July 6, 2017 



9

Biosw
alesBeech Woods

Inglenook Park

Carpenter Lake

Educational Signage
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Tiered Structure to 
Retain Storm Water

Beech Woods

Inglenook Park

Valley Woods
Trail Head

Pervious Pavers
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Valley Woods
Trail Head

Natural Lawns

Lawrence Tech

Carpenter Lake Boat Shed

Green Roofs



Natural Lawns
Defined per Section 9.50B, Article X of the Southfield City Code

 Natural lawn, as used in this section, shall include common 
species of plants and wild flowers native to the Great Lakes 
region which are designed and purposely cultivated and may 
exceed eight (8) inches in height from the ground. Specifically 
excluded in natural lawns are the noxious grasses and weeds 
identified in section 9.41 of this chapter 111. "Natural lawn" shall 
also not include a turf-grass lawn left unattended for the 
purpose of returning to a natural state. Turf-grass lawn means 
a lawn comprised mostly of grasses commonly used in regularly 
cut lawns or play areas (such as, but not limited to, bluegrass, 
fescue, and ryegrass blends) intended to be maintained at a 
height of no more than eight (8) inches. The growth of 
a natural lawn in excess of eight (8) inches in height from the 
ground surface shall be prohibited unless 
a natural lawn management plan is approved and a permit is 
issued by the city as set forth in this section. Natural lawns shall 
not contain litter or debris, and shall not attract or harbor 
rodents or other vermin.
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https://library.municode.com/mi/southfield/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICO_TITIXPORE_CH111NU_ARTVNOWE_S9.41NOWE
https://library.municode.com/mi/southfield/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICO_TITIXPORE_CH111NU


Natural Lawns
Defined per Section 9.50B, Article X of the Southfield City Code
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 Native Landscape Plans

 Written Management Plan
 Existing Natural Features
 Species of Plants



Barton Malow Rain Garden
26500 American Dr, Southfield
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Barton Malow Rain Garden
26500 American Dr, Southfield
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Southfield City Centre Trail Map
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Red Pole Park Trail Segment
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Valley Woods
Trail Head

Natural Interpretive Panels
“Helping Our Urban Ecosystem”



Northwestern Pathway Birdhouses
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Natural Interpretive Panels
“Living in the Rouge River Watershed”
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Valley Woods
Trail Head

Urban Forestry
DTE Tree Grants

 Improved Air Quality
 Stormwater Management
 Carbon Storage
 Energy Savings
 Economic Benefits
 Wildlife Habitats
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Valley Woods
Trail Head

Reduce Carbon Footprint
Bike Share Program

7 Stations, 27 Bikes
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Valley Woods
Trail Head

Reduce Carbon Footprint
 Education
 Promote Heart Healthy Activity
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Valley Woods
Trail Head

Reduce Nature Deficit Disorder
 “Nature Bathing”
 Promote Connection 

to Nature



Oakland Commons/Truck-Lite
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Wetland Restoration



Storm Water Management Study
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In 2012, The City prepared a 
Storm Water Master Plan 
update with assistance from 
Environmental Consulting & 
Technology, Inc. (ECT)



Storm Water Management Study
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First storm water mater plan 1969:
- Flood control and managing peak flow

The overall purpose of the Storm Water Master 
Plan is to provide a long‐range strategy for 
managing storm water runoff in the City and 
improving the overall health of the watershed. 

Updated storm water master plan: In support of 
the overall goals for the Storm Water Master 
Plan, specific objectives include:
• Incorporate sustainable design into storm 

water projects.
• Plan with nature.
• Use storm water as a resource. 
• Low impact development techniques.



Storm Water Management Study
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In support of the overall goals for the Storm 
Water Master Plan, specific objectives 
include (continued):
• Improve storm water quality, reduce

storm water runoff volumes and reduce 
impacts of storm water flows through 
better storm water management 
policies, engineering design standards 
and operational practices.

• Work with upstream and downstream 
neighbors.

• Prioritize projects to make efficient use 
of the City’s financial resources.

• Identify mechanisms and opportunities 
and for funding storm water projects.



Capital Planning with Green 
Infrastructure 
 No dedicated funding 

source for storm water 
projects. 

 Funding for Parks and 
Recreation, General 
Fund, Water Fund. 

 Over five million dollars 
in grant funds received 
for green infrastructure 
projects. 
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Incorporating Green Infrastructure 
in City Projects Where Feasible

 Where do projects 
make sense? 
 Park 

Development
 Road Projects
 Redevelopment 

Projects 
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Partnerships
 Residential rain 

gardens
 No mow zones
 Tree plantings
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Questions?
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