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Why Report 
Communicable Diseases?

 Identification of outbreaks 
& epidemics.

 Enabling preventative 
treatment and/or 
education to be provided.

 Successful targeting of:
 Prevention Programs
 Identify Care Needs
 Efficient Use of Resources

Link to Brick Book

.pdf of MDHHS Brick Book
 Evaluation of the success of 

long-term control efforts

 Facilitation of epidemiologic 
research to uncover a 
preventable cause.

 Assistance with national & 
international disease 
surveillance.

 Compliance with Michigan’s 
public health laws. 

Disease Reporting Guidance Documents

.pdf of RD List by Condition

Reportable Diseases by Condition Reportable Diseases by Pathogen

Guide to Disease Reporting in Michigan (Brick Book)

.pdf of RD List by Pathogen



Disease Background: Rabies

Rabies is caused by an RNA virus in the 
Lyssavirus genus. The virus is transmitted by a 
bite of an infected animal or infected saliva 
coming into contact with open wounds or 
mucous membranes. 

All mammals are susceptible to rabies 
infection and is almost 100% fatal once 
symptoms begin.

In 2018, 79 animals were positive for 
rabies, including 77 bats and 2 skunks. 

Annually, about 3,500 animals are submitted    
to the MDHHS Bureau of Laboratories (BOL)   
for rabies testing. 



Disease Background: Rabies Post-Exposure Prophylaxis (RPEP)

Rabies is Not Treatable…     
But it is Preventable

When given properly, RPEP is almost 
always effective in preventing rabies. 

However, 
• RPEP should only be given to 

patients who need it. 

• This vaccine series is very expensive!

$ Hospital Bill
Human Rabies Immunoglobulin 1 dose

Rabies Vaccine Administration 4 doses

AMOUNT DUE: $10,000 - $15,000 



Disease Background: Rabies Post-Exposure Prophylaxis (RPEP)

The incubation period for rabies normally 
ranges from 1-3 months. However, 

historically, the range has been days to years.

Administration of rabies PEP is considered a medical urgency, 
NOT an emergency

initiating PEP can usually wait until it can
be determined if an animal is available for 

observation or testing. 

So, 

Report any potential rabies exposures to 

your local health department (LHD), who 

will assist in rabies risk assessments and   

help determine the need for RPEP. 



2019
Modifications to the 
Michigan RD List for 
Potential Rabies Exposures 
& RPEP 



Modifications to the RD List:
Rabies: Potential Exposures
 “Animal Bites” being 

omitted for the Michigan 
Reportable Diseases List.

 “Animal Bites” being 
replaced with condition 
“Rabies: potential 
exposure and post 
exposure prophylaxis”

 This change was made to 
emphasize that bite & 
non-bite exposures (e.g. 
exposure to a bat without 
known bite) should be 
reported to the local 
health department (LHD).  

MDSS Reporting
• Jurisdictions may utilize the 

“Rabies: Exposure and Post-
Exposure Treatment 
Investigation”* form found 
under MDSS disease condition 
“Rabies Potential Exposure 
and PEP”†

*The “Rabies: Exposure and Post-Exposure Treatment Investigation” 
form will be made available with the February 2019 release of MDSS.

†MDSS will also have disease condition “Rabies: Potential Exposure 
and PEP (Pre-2019),” which will enable users to search for cases prior
to 2019. This condition should not be used to report new cases. 



Modifications to the RD List:
Rabies Post-Exposure Prophylaxis (RPEP) 
 Healthcare providers are 

now required to report to 
LHDs any initiation & 
subsequent doses of RPEP 
given to patients who were 
potentially exposed to rabies.  

 Potential exposure to rabies 
may be through an animal 
bite or other type of 
exposure (i.e. deeply 
sleeping person wakes to a 
bat in room).

 Initiating RPEP is a medical 
urgency, not an emergency. 
Find out if exposing animal 
might be available for 
observation or testing.

Printable .pdf

Printable .pdf (11’’ x 17’’)

To order these documents, please fill out a 
publication order form 

and fax or mail to the MDHHS CD Division

Michigan Rabies Assessment: 
When A Person Has Been Exposed

Rabies Post-Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP) Poster

MDSS Reporting
• To report RPEP in MDSS, use 

the “Rabies: Exposure and 
Post-Exposure Treatment 
Investigation”* form found 
under MDSS disease condition 
“Rabies Potential Exposure and 
PEP”†

*The “Rabies: Exposure and Post-Exposure Treatment Investigation” 
form will be made available with the February 2019 release of MDSS.

†MDSS will also have disease condition “Rabies: Potential Exposure 
and PEP (Pre-2019),” which will enable users to search for cases prior
to 2019. This condition should not be used to report new cases. 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/Rabflowcht3people_7361_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/emergingdiseases/Publication_Order_Form_357623_7.pdf


If you have any questions about rabies reporting, 
please call your LHD or the Emerging and 

Zoonotic Infectious Diseases (EZID) Section at 
(517)-335-8165

For more information about 
rabies in Michigan, visit:

www.michigan.gov/
emergingdiseases/

(Select Rabies) 

http://www.michigan.gov/emergingdiseases/
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