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The future we want

Our common vision

1.  We, the Heads of State and Government and high-level representatives, having
met at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012, with the full participation of
civil society, renew our commitment to sustainable development and to ensuring the
promotion of an economically, socially and environmentally sustainable future for
our planet and for present and future generations.

2.  Eradicating poverty is the greatest global challenge facing the world today and
an indispensable requirement for sustainable development. In this regard we are
committed to freeing humanity from poverty and hunger as a matter of urgency.

3. We therefore acknowledge the need to further mainstream sustainable
development at all levels, integrating economic, social and environmental aspects
and recognizing their interlinkages, so as to achieve sustainable development in all
its dimensions.

4.  We recognize that poverty eradication, changing unsustainable and promoting
sustainable patterns of consumption and production and protecting and managing
the natural resource base of economic and social development are the overarching
objectives of and essential requirements for sustainable development. We also
reaffirm the need to achieve sustainable development by promoting sustained,
inclusive and equitable economic growth, creating greater opportunities for all,
reducing inequalities, raising basic standards of living, fostering equitable social
development and inclusion, and promoting integrated and sustainable management
of natural resources and ecosystems that supports, inter alia, economic, social and
human development while facilitating ecosystem conservation, regeneration and
restoration and resilience in the face of new and emerging challenges.

5. We reaffirm our commitment to make every effort to accelerate the
achievement of the internationally agreed development goals, including the
Millennium Development Goals by 2015.

* Reissued for technical reasons on 22 June 2012.
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Chemicals and waste

213. We recognize that the sound management of chemicals is crucial for the
protection of human health and the environment. We further recognize that growing
global production and use of chemicals and their prevalence in the environment
calls for increased international cooperation. We reaffirm our aim to achieve, by
2020, the sound management of chemicals throughout their life cycle and of
hazardous waste in ways that lead to minimization of significant adverse effects on
human health and the environment, as set out in the Johannesburg Plan of
Implementation. We also reaffirm our commitment to an approach for the sound
management of chemicals and waste, at all levels, that responds in an effective,
efficient, coherent and coordinated manner to new and emerging issues and
challenges, and encourage further progress across countries and regions in order to
fill the gaps in the implementation of commitments.

214. We call for the effective implementation and strengthening of the Strategic
Approach to International Chemicals Management as part of a robust, coherent,
effective and efficient system for the sound management of chemicals throughout
their life cycle, including to respond to emerging challenges.

215. We are deeply concerned that many countries, in particular the least developed
countries, lack the capacity for sound management of chemicals and waste
throughout their life cycles. Additional efforts are needed to enhance work towards
strengthening capacities, including through partnerships, technical assistance and
improved governance structures. We encourage countries and organizations, which
have made progress towards achieving the goal of sound management of chemicals
by 2020 to assist other countries by sharing knowledge, experience and best
practices.

216. We commend the increased coordination and cooperation among chemical and
waste conventions, namely the Basel Convention, the Rotterdam Convention and the
Stockholm Convention, and encourage continued enhanced coordination and
cooperation among them and with the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals
Management. We take note of the important role regional and coordinating centres
of the Basel Convention and those of the Stockholm Convention.

217. We commend existing public-private partnerships and call for continued, new
and innovative public-private partnerships among industry, governments, academia
and other non-governmental stakeholders aiming to enhance capacity and
technology for environmentally sound chemicals and waste management, including
for waste prevention.

218. We recognize the importance of adopting a life cycle approach and of further
development and implementation of policies for resource efficiency and
environmentally sound waste management. We therefore commit to further reduce,
reuse and recycle waste (3Rs), and to increase energy recovery from waste, with a
view to managing the majority of global waste in an environmentally sound manner
and, where possible, as a resource. Solid wastes, such as electronic waste and
plastics, pose particular challenges, which should be addressed. We call for the
development and enforcement of comprehensive national and local waste
management policies, strategies, laws and regulations.

219. We urge countries and other stakeholders to take all possible measures to
prevent the unsound management of hazardous wastes and their illegal dumping,
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