As an environmentally concerned resident/property owner in Arcadia Township, Manistee County, we have had first hand experience with the impact of a proposed industrial wind project in our community.

Duke Energy, with their substandard environmental record, threatened our area township governments with legal action. They were dishonest with their promotion of the so-called benefits of the project.

DTE comments responding to question 15 stated that the Duke Energy Gail Wind Project did not go forward because of a business concern, and some lakeside residents (rich people) and some possible local resistance. In my view, it was overwhelming local resistance that stopped the project, period. Both the Understanding Wind Initiative survey and the Duke Energy/CMU survey recorded 70% of the residents in Arcadia Township, Manistee County and Blaine Township, Benzie County did not support the project.

If all the residents in Gratiot County are so happy with wind energy why are there bullet holes in the turbines? Remember the lease-signing participants have agreed to a gag order as part of their lease agreement.

The state of Michigan must not take control of local zoning and the siting of wind conversion facilities. Only local governments have the ability to represent their constituents in a fair and equitable manner.

We have been studying this issue for several years and have read extensively on the negative aspects of wind energy. These would include harm to the land and wildlife, infrasound, light flicker, light pollution, property values, loss of jobs and community dissention. Also in our locality, any large-scale industrial development would degrade our tourism economy.

We would give up all this for a technology that has very little effect on the reduction of CO2?

