


THE #1 ROADBLOCK TO EXPANDING 

RENEWABLE ENERGY ON FARMS IS 

MICHIGAN’S CURRENT 
NETMETERING POLICY 

 
 

 The solution is  

to allow Meter Aggregation  



None Have Proven Feasible 

Cost is not an issue –  

 Most farms have excellent wind and solar 

resources.  

 Systems would pay back in less than 10 years 

Not feasible because of the MPSC and utility 

requirements for complex interconnection.  

 





Gary investigated solar,  

wind and  biomass as 

 possible energy sources 



He has 3 phase power 

 at his home pole. 















Extended family home 



Meter # 4 



The farmer is billed separately for each service.  

All the bills come to the same address at the same 
 time. All are paid with one check. 



Current Netmetering –  

One Renewable Energy Device per Meter 

 UP TO 20 KW PER METER 

 NO RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCE MAY 

PRODUCE MORE THAN THAT METER’S 

ANNUAL USAGE.  
 



The Problem 

 Energy devices like solar and 

wind cannot always be placed 

where the energy is most 

needed.  

 

 
 





Cost to install transformers and 

rewire all meter interconnections to 

meet interconnection requirements: 

Over $20,000+. 
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The Solution – “Virtual Aggregation” 

 Allow the owner to connect a renewable energy source 
to any meter on his account 

 Aggregate the energy production and energy use 
among all meters in the account 

 Netmeter the total production and total usage 

 Set the total netmetering limit to 20kw times the number 
of meters 

 

This is only an accounting change for the Utility! 

It requires no physical infrastructure changes by the 
utility or customer 

 
 



Meter Aggregation 

(Virtual Aggregation) 

The solution to creating sustainable 

farms in Michigan 



Thank You for  Listening. 

 

Al  Noftz 




