


















































































































































































































































































































































































































Transcript of Paul Martel’s address to the Michigan Energy Public Forum 04 MAR 13 
at Delta College  
 
 
My name is Paul Martel.  I am a Registered Professional Engineer in the State of 
Michigan.  I am Facilities Manager of CFI Medical Solutions in Fenton, MI.   
 
CFI Medical Solutions is a Medical Device Manufacturer employing approximately 135 
people.  We operate out of four facilities and sell products to over 32 countries.   
 
Electric energy is one of the major expenses for our business, as is probably typical of 
many small and medium sized businesses in the State.  As illustrated earlier during 
today’s forum, electric rates have increased substantially since 2008.  In our case, a thirty 
to forty percent increase.   
 
We believe this results from two factors.  The first is the virtual monopoly status the two 
major public utilities currently hold.  The second is the cost of the expensive alternative 
electric generation.  I heard several speakers mention the apparent savings with 
renewable energy.  CFI certainly has not enjoyed any of these savings!   
 
To compete globally in the medical device market, we require competitive energy rates.  
 
In conclusion, I advocate the State foster competitive electric energy through a Customer 
Choice Electric Program for residential, commercial and industrial consumers.  Thank 
you. 
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