April 22, 2013
To: Governor Rick Snyder
From: Fred A. Cepela

           10197 S. Lake Ct.

           Traverse City, MI 49684
Dear Governor Snyder:
I would like to address Overall Question 1: What information do energy policy makers need to consider in order to make good energy decisions?
One important factor to consider is that, as reported by the MPSC, Michigan “imports 97 percent of its petroleum needs, 82 percent of its natural gas and 100 percent of coal and nuclear fuel from other states and nations. These imports account for about 72 cents of every dollar spent for energy by Michigan’s citizens and businesses.  Michigan spent a total of $31.3 billion on all forms of energy in 2009 and of that amount $22.6 billion was for the energy resources imported from other states and nations.”  We can keep billions of dollars and countless jobs here in Michigan by investing in energy efficiency and renewable energy.
Consideration must also be given to the harmful impacts of greenhouse gas emissions resulting from generating electricity by burning fossil fuels or standing timber.  As a member of the Leelanau County Planning Commission, I attended an EPA conference on the Saginaw Bay Watershed in March of 2012.  Two MSU professors presented information on the current and projected impacts of climate change.  These impacts include reduced water quality as a result of increased runoff and warmer water temperatures, streams and wetlands drying up during summer months, and lower water levels in inland lakes.  They also cited numerous farming impacts, including increased soil erosion, lower milk production, and crop losses from heat and drought.
Sadly, as they spoke, their predictions were already coming true.  Record shattering heat in March of 2012 devastated Michigan fruit crops.  According to USDA figures, Michigan apple yields averaged 28,800 pounds per acre in 2011; in 2012, apples yielded a state average of 3,360 pounds per acre.  In 2011, growers picked 2.96 tons of sweet cherries per acre; in 2012, 0.65. Tart cherry yields in 2011 were 5,900 pounds per acre; 425 pounds per acre in 2012.  According to MDARD estimates, 95% of the peach crop and 85% of the juice grape crop were lost in 2012.
MDARD estimates placed the total fruit loss from the March 2012 heat wave at $210 million with an estimated economic impact of $503 million.   Additionally, a National Conference of State Legislatures’ report states, “If precipitation levels rise [as a result of climate change] and cause more soil erosion and runoff as projected, Michigan could see annual economic losses from soil erosion in the range of $11.5 billion to $20.7 billion.”
I believe Michigan must do its part to mitigate these dire consequences.  I urge you to promote public and private sector investments in energy efficiency; prudently sited wind and solar generation; and the production of cellulosic ethanol from municipal, agricultural, and wood waste.
Sincerely,

Fred A. Cepela

