






















































































































































































































































To consider 

1. Increase the RPS objectives from 10% to 25%.  The increase is highly achievable and will ensure 
that Michigan maintains momentum for in-state capacity investments.   

2. Require that at least 50% of the capacity is met with non-utility owned, in-state distributed 
generation.  This will provide benefits for the distribution system and ensure distributed 
generators are not disadvantaged.  The diversification of Michigan's energy production will 
expand economic development geographically and increase the industry sectors that 
participate.  This approach has the most potential for strengthening existing Michigan 
businesses, especially the agricultural sector. 

3. Assign interconnection costs for distributed generation projects to utilities to be recapture in 
rate base.  This is appropriate since currently, a distributed project owner must now pay these 
costs, but since the utility owns the assets, the project owner receives no depreciation benefit 
and cannot be assured that the investment will ever be returned.  The interconnection costs are 
also appropriately viewed as a public benefit, since the project avoids the line losses associated 
with centralized generation and pays for necessary upgrades that have, in many cases, 
postponed by utilities.  (Overisel example, a proposed- new digester already built but not 
connected,$750,000 to upgrade the old substation).n 

4. To ensure anerobic digestion/biogas projects can obtain private financing, implement a 
mechanism that ensures distributed generators receive a fair market price through one of the 
following:  (a) power purchase agreement in which generator receives full value of distributed 
energy, capacity investment and environmental benefits; (b) where utility refuses to pay a 
sufficient price, provide option to wheel power at nominal fee to willing 3rd party buyer; (c) 
feed-in-tariff that provides a minimum of $0.12/kWh for ten years. 

5. As owners of two sites that are generating energy from biomass we feel we need a mandated 
formula for contract pricing similar to the company owned renewable projects. Our contracts 
for energy sales will be expiring in just over two year, and we were told that the utility would 
not be interested in renewing our contracts. this puts us and several others and future projects 
with a challenge to be a viable participant in the future. We would like to be assured that the 
investments that have been made and to be made in the future continues to have excess to Mi. 
distribution system for the future 

6. The benefits to projects like our anaerobic digestion biogas systems is base load energy, 
reducing green house gas and jobs for Michigan workers, both for construction and operation. I 
believe that the state of Mi should keep these project going and growing with the assurance of 
market access 

Regards Mike Geerlings 

 

 

Owner and managing partner of Scenicview Dairy, Brookview Dairy  

Owner of Geerlings Hillside Farms 
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