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This response is intended to identify how the comments received from the subject
document have been applied.
The Lead in Drinking Water Preliminary Assessment was prepared by the Task Force
and used as a discussion paper to determine how Flint would continue to pursue their
transfer to the Karegnondi Water Authority (KWA). Similarly, it was intended to provide
guidance on how to manage corrosion control within the lead lines that exist throughout
the city while going back to Detroit Water and Sewerage Department (DWSD) water.
The city of Flint has provided their best inventory of lead service lines that are known.
This inventory was described as possibly being 50% correct. The city of Flint has
agreed to harvest lead service lines to be utilized in pipe loops that would be
constructed at the Flint Water Treatment Plant and used to evaluate the effectiveness of
orthophosphate treatment on existing pipe scales. This will be used to improve the
pipes serving DWSD water and could assist in the transfer to the KWA.
The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality is currently analyzing anyone’s
water for free to identify the lead level within their home. The Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services has been holding clinics with the Genesee County Health
Department to test blood levels in children. To date, no patterns have been identified.
The city of Flint has been evaluating water quality parameters weekly and provides a
monthly operating report with the information identified in the document. Currently, Flint
does not treat water, so adjusting water quality parameters relative to treatment options
is not available.
As Flint moves to the KWA, testing will be necessary and completed on a pilot plant
basis utilizing the Saginaw/Midland water supply. This testing will establish the water
quality parameters achievable and identify the corrosion control optimization that is
needed. When KWA source water becomes available, the full-scale treatment will be
provided by the city of Flint and parameters verified prior to delivery of any water to the
distribution system. This will demonstrate the city of Flint’s ability to meet water quality
parameters as part of the treatment they propose to use.
The State has proposed sentinel sampling sites that will be used to evaluate trends in
the release of lead from service lines. Four hundred sites have been targeted, and it is
anticipated lead, copper, and galvanized service lines will be found to look at trends in
the leaching of lead.

