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Obituaries often bring together in one place 
keys to the previous generation, names of 
family members and life events.

Why Are Obituaries So Important?

Parents’ names
Spouse’s name, 
including maiden 
name
Children’s names
In-laws names

Immigration year
Number of years 
married
Wedding date
Occupation
Residence
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Why Are Obituaries So Important?
Cause of death
Funeral arrangements

Funeral home
Church, synagogue or other place of worship
Cemetery

Often helpful in establishing timeframe for 
deaths of other family members

“Survived by”
“Predeceased by”

How to Find an Obituary
Newspapers on microfilm

Would want to have exact or approximate (month 
and year) date

Newspaper clipping files
At many libraries
Some are more inclusive than others

Index books
Subscription sites
Free Web sites
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What’s Available Online?
Indexes

Name, newspaper, date, page number
Information extracted from obituary

Names of family members, other key 
details

Digitized copies of obituaries or entire 
newspaper pages
Copyright

Subscription Sites
Available for use at the Library of Michigan

ProQuest Obituaries
Access Newspaper Archive
Footnote.com
Ancestry Library Edition

Available to all Michigan residents through 
MeL, the Michigan eLibrary at mel.org

HeritageQuest
NewsBank Michigan Newspapers
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ProQuest Obituaries
Atlanta Constitution (1868-1922)
Boston Globe (1872-1922)
Chicago Defender (1921-1975)
Chicago Tribune (1852-1984)
Los Angeles Times (1881-1984)
New York Times (1851-1994)
Washington Post (1877-1950)

ProQuest Obituaries
Search by:

Name of decedent or any name appearing 
in the obituary
Date or date range
Publication
Keywords – occupation, location, etc.
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Access Newspaper Archive
Searchable newspaper pages

Entire newspaper, not just obituaries

3,525 titles from throughout the United 
States and from other countries

12 Michigan cities

Broad coverage
Some papers as early as 1700s
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Wait, There’s More

September 21, 1939 

April 5, 1940

May 9, 1939 

Footnote.com
53,032,127 digitized historical 
documents and photos

Many items from the National Archives
Simple or advanced search
Browse

By historical era
By collection

Always growing
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Footnote.com
Wide range of newspapers

Note: Many years are incomplete
Major newspapers

Atlanta Constitution (1868-1914)
Chicago Tribune (1849-1923)
The Times of London (1788-1820)
San Francisco Chronicle (1865-1920)
The Washington Post (1904-1908)

Footnote.com
Small Town Papers collection

312 titles
Some as early as 1865
Coverage varies

Michigan newspapers
Clare County Review (1989, 1994, 2004, 
2005)
Montmorency County Tribune (2003, 2004, 
2005)
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Ancestry Library Edition
About 40 newspapers
Indexes to obituaries
Some early papers, some more recent
Typically a narrow range of dates for 
each paper
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HeritageQuest
PERSI: Index to more than 2.1 million 
genealogy and history articles
More than 24,000 family and local 
history books
Additional records

Census
Revolutionary War
Freedman’s Bank
U.S. Serial Set
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ANSWER online catalog
Check for holdings at the Library of 
Michigan
answercat.org
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NewsBank Michigan Newspapers
Detroit News (1999 - present) 
Grand Rapids Press (August 2000 -
present)
Lansing State Journal (1999 - present)
Full text of locally written articles, 
including obituaries

Not digitized copies of article images
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Free Web Sites
Typically created by libraries or 
genealogy societies
Often volunteer efforts

Like many genealogy research materials

Usually include less information than 
subscription sites

Free Web Sites
What to look at when using these sites

Who created it?
What is the coverage?
When was it last updated?
What is the format?
• Searchable or browseable?
• Amount of information included
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Western Michigan 
Genealogical Society

data.wmgs.org/
Indexes death notices and obituaries from 
the Grand Rapids Press and Grand Rapids 
Herald

1910 to present
Order copies of obituaries for $5
Also indexes engagements, weddings and 
anniversaries

1969 to present
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Newspapers on Microfilm
Extensive collection of Michigan 
newspapers at the Library of Michigan
Some as early as the 1830s
National papers

Chicago Tribune
New York Times
Christian Science Monitor
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Chelsea District Library
fh.chelsea.lib.mi.us/index.php
15,500 obituary entries

From the Chelsea Standard in the library's paper 
Family History Index file.
From books such as The History of Washtenaw 
County (1881) and The Past and Present of 
Washtenaw County (1906)
Gravestone inscriptions recorded by Harold Jones 

1834 to present 
For obituaries around the 1950s and onward, 
clipped obituary is included



40



41



42

Newspaper Web Sites
Many archive more recent obituaries for 
free searching

May charge for access to the content

Legacy.com
Partners with newspapers across the 
country
More recent deaths

Questions?
Contact the Library of Michigan

Ask at either reference desk.
(517) 373-1300
librarian@michigan.gov
www.michigan.gov/askalibrarian
www.michigan.gov/familyhistory


