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Why Are Obituaries So Important?

- Obituaries often bring together in one place
keys to the previous generation, names of
family members and life events.

@ Parents’ names

& Spouse’s hame,
including maiden
name

& Children’s names
@ |n-laws names

= Immigration year

= Number of years
married

# Wedding date

& Occupation

& Residence




Why Are Obituaries So Important?

® Cause of death

® Funeral arrangements
# Funeral home
& Church, synagogue or other place of worship
&z Cemetery

® Often helpful in establishing timeframe for
deaths of other family members
& “Survived by”
& “Predeceased by”

How to Find an Obituary

® Newspapers on microfilm

= Would want to have exact or approximate (month
and year) date

® Newspaper clipping files
@ At many libraries
@ Some are more inclusive than others
® Index books
® Subscription sites
® Free Web sites




What’s Available Online?

® Indexes
= Name, newspaper, date, page number
® Information extracted from obituary

©z Names of family members, other key
details

® Digitized copies of obituaries or entire
newspaper pages
® Copyright

Subscription Sites

® Available for use at the Library of Michigan
@ ProQuest Obituaries
@ Access Newspaper Archive
= Footnote.com
& Ancestry Library Edition
® Available to all Michigan residents through
MeL, the Michigan eLibrary at mel.org
& HeritageQuest
= NewsBank Michigan Newspapers




ProQuest Obituaries

® Atlanta Constitution (1868-1922)
® Boston Globe (1872-1922)

® Chicago Defender (1921-1975)

@ Chicago Tribune (1852-1984)

® Los Angeles Times (1881-1984)
® New York Times (1851-1994)

® \Washington Post (1877-1950)

ProQuest Obituaries

® Search by:

%= Name of decedent or any name appearing
in the obituary

= Date or date range
= Publication
= Keywords — occupation, location, etc.
















Access Newspaper Archive

® Searchable newspaper pages
= Entire newspaper, not just obituaries

® 3,525 titles from throughout the United
States and from other countries

= 12 Michigan cities
® Broad coverage
@ Some papers as early as 1700s
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OBITUARY

MRE, ALBINA ST, DENNIS

NEWBERRY, Arril 1. —Funeral
services for Mrs. Albina St Dennls,
72, of Engadire, who dieq Friday
afternoon, March 29, 1830, after an
extended illness, were held roday ar
8 a, m. ai the Fagadine Catholic
church, Buria]l wag in the Engadins
cemetary. : ’
 Mre, Aleck St. Dennis was barn
April 11, 1867, in Canada. She
was a pioneer resident of the Enga-
dine are:, having lived there for the
pasy 50 years, She gied at 2 p. m.,
Friday, at the home of her daugh-

.iter, Alrz, Patrick Collins of Enga-

dine, afier an illness of several
Vears. .

Surviving besides her husband
are two daughters, Mrs, Delia Mar-
tin of Manistique, Michigan, and

4| Mre, Patricls Collins of Engadine:
-] two sone, Allan 3t. Dennis of Enga-

@y 7o

dine, and Hanry St, Dennis of Porn-

ige, Michigan; 2II grandchildren
i and eight great-grandchildrgn.
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Wait, There’s More

Mrs, Alex 8! Dennis s seriouals
May 9, 1939 ‘ﬂl at {he home of her daughie;:
. Mrs. Levina Collins, e

' \”,- Tee ot opELIUL O TNITEE YVears,

September 21,1939 L s, Alex St.' Dennis, who has
: heen 1l from a lingering illness ror
several months, was brouzht to 1hel

s home of her dau hter t
ICoIlinS. Friday, E » Mrs. Albina

_ Mr. and Mre. Heney 5t Dennis
April 5, 1940 and son. Delore, and wife of Pon-
tine were called here Saturday by
Uie dextn &I thelr mother and
:rztprim{ﬂ.hgr, Mrs. Alex St Donnis.

Footnote.com

® 53,032,127 digitized historical
documents and photos

% Many items from the National Archives
® Simple or advanced search
® Browse

= By historical era

= By collection
® Always growing

13



Footnote.com

® Wide range of newspapers
= Note: Many years are incomplete
® Major newspapers
= Atlanta Constitution (1868-1914)
= Chicago Tribune (1849-1923)
# The Times of London (1788-1820)
= San Francisco Chronicle (1865-1920)
% The Washington Post (1904-1908)

Footnote.com

® Small Town Papers collection
= 312 titles
= Some as early as 1865
= Coverage varies

® Michigan newspapers

= Clare County Review (1989, 1994, 2004,
2005)

= Montmorency County Tribune (2003, 2004,
2005)
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Ancestry Library Edition

® About 40 newspapers
® Indexes to obituaries
® Some early papers, some more recent

® Typically a narrow range of dates for
each paper
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HeritageQuest

® PERSI: Index to more than 2.1 million
genealogy and history articles

® More than 24,000 family and local
history books
® Additional records
@ Census
= Revolutionary War
@ Freedman’s Bank
@ U.S. Serial Set
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ANSWER online catalog

® Check for holdings at the Library of
Michigan
® answercat.org
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NewsBank Michigan Newspapers

® Detroit News (1999 - present)

® Grand Rapids Press (August 2000 -
present)

® Lansing State Journal (1999 - present)

® Full text of locally written articles,
including obituaries
= Not digitized copies of article images
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Free Web Sites

® Typically created by libraries or
genealogy societies

® Often volunteer efforts
= Like many genealogy research materials

® Usually include less information than
subscription sites

Free Web Sites

® What to look at when using these sites
= Who created it?
% What is the coverage?
= When was it last updated?

2 What is the format?
« Searchable or browseable?
 Amount of information included
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Western Michigan
Genealogical Society

® data.wmas.orqg/

® Indexes death notices and obituaries from
the Grand Rapids Press and Grand Rapids
Herald

© 1910 to present
® Order copies of obituaries for $5

® Also indexes engagements, weddings and
anniversaries

@ 1969 to present
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Newspapers on Microfilm

® Extensive collection of Michigan
newspapers at the Library of Michigan

® Some as early as the 1830s
® National papers

# Chicago Tribune

% New York Times

% Christian Science Monitor
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Chelsea District Library

® fh.chelsea.lib.mi.us/index.php

® 15,500 obituary entries

2 From the Chelsea Standard in the library's paper
Family History Index file.

& From books such as 7he History of Washtenaw
County (1881) and The Past and Present of
Washtenaw County (1906)

@ Gravestone inscriptions recorded by Harold Jones
® 1834 to present

® For obituaries around the 1950s and onward,
clipped obituary is included
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McKune Memorial Library

McKUNE, CATHERINE M,STAFFAN Died July 18, 1958

Ann Arbor News July 19, 1958

Mrs. C. M. McKune

Her Father Founded
‘Staffan Funeral Home

CHELSEA — Mrs. Catherine
M. McEune, 84, of 221 8. Main
St., who had lived here all her
ilfe..dud late Friday. at her
home after a lingering illness.

Birs. McKune was born Jan,
30, 1874, in Chelsea, the daugh-
ter of Francis and Magdelina

Kensch Staffan. Her father, a|

pioneer resident, founded the
Staffan Funeral Home here in
1852,

She married J. Edward Me-
Kune on March 17, 1898, in St.
Mary's Catholic Church here,
He preceded her in r]:alh on
July 22, 1984,

emper- of St Mary's

[Churﬂl. she was active in

church effairs’ and in various,
civic activities. She served as

{chairman of the local Red

Cross chapter during World
War [ and was a lifelong con- |
tributor to various eharitabl.e
nr:anlntinns

as a charter mamlmr of
L'ne Guy Ninety’s club of
Chelsea and had served as sec-
retary of that organization the!
past year in addition to holding
various offices in the group in
previous years.

Survivers include two sisters,
Mrs. Amelia Foster of Grass
Lake and Mrs. Margaret Fenn
of Chelsea, and several nieces
and nephews in this area, in-

ding Frank W. Staffan and
Clare H. Fenn, both of Ann Ar-

bor, Two brothers, George P.|
Staffan and Louis Staffan, pre-

Mt.O-C

over

ceded her in death.

A requiem high mass will IE’
sung at funeral services: at 10
am, Monday at St Mary's
Cnl.hnhc Church _ Chelsea, |

th the Be Lee Laige officiat-

mgurln[ wﬁ!:EIE in Mt Ohve‘l
Cemetery

The Altar Society will remteL
the Rosary at 8 p.m. today &t/
the Staffan Funeral Home here,
and the parish will recite the
Rosary at 8 p.m, tomerrow, also
at the [uneral home where'
friends may call. e |
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Newspaper Web Sites

® Many archive more recent obituaries for
free searching
© May charge for access to the content

® L egacy.com

= Partners with newspapers across the
country

i More recent deaths

Questions?

® Contact the Library of Michigan
= Ask at either reference desk.
= (517) 373-1300
2 librarian@michigan.gov
= www.michigan.gov/askalibrarian
= www.michigan.gov/familyhistory
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