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What are Vital Records?
Birth, marriage, divorce and death 
records kept by municipal or state 
governments
Helpful for genealogists for a number of 
reasons, including as a key to the 
previous generation.

Birth and death records usually include the 
parents’ names.



Death Certificate Information
About the person

Age
Sex
Race
Date and place of birth
Marital status, including  
spouse’s name and 
number of children
Occupation
Parents’ names and birth 
places
Information about person 
reporting these details

About the death
Date and place of death
Cause of death
Duration of the cause of 
death
Signature and address of 
the physician 
Former residence if died 
away from home 
Date and place of burial
Signature and address of 
undertaker
Date certificate was filed 
and signature of registrar





Locating Vital Records
Records would be filed in the state 
where the event occurred.
The county where the event occurred 
would issue the certificate and register 
the event with the state.

This may be different from the county of 
residence or burial.



What Information Is Online?
The amount and format of information varies

Index: Name and page/record number indicating 
where name appears in source.
Abstract: Highlights key information
Transcript: Lists information verbatim
Database: Searchable by fields, such as name, 
date, place

Verify information from online resources
Original, filmed or digital images are more reliable



Georgia Death Certificates
State enacted legislation to require birth 
and death registration in 1914.

Uniform registration didn’t start until 1919.

Digitized certificates, 1919 to 1927
Also a number of certificates from 1914 
to 1918, with most of these from 1917 
and 1918.

























Exploring a New Site
Coverage information

Counties or places
Time period

Source information
From the original?
Where is the original source held?
From government, society or another source?

Read through FAQ and help menus
How often is site updated?
Is there a guide to any abbreviations used?



Search Tips
Some sites use wildcards.

A special character, such as an asterisk, in 
place of unknown letters: br*n.
Use of wildcards and which character 
varies, so check at each new site.



West Virginia Vital Records
Death certificates from all 55 counties, 
1917 to 1957. 

Certificates are added 50 years after 
issuance, so more will be added in batches 
each year.

For some additional death certificates, 
as well as birth and marriage books for 
Calhoun, Gilmer, Hardy, Harrison, 
Mineral and Pendleton counties.













Don’t Know Where to Start?
If you don’t know the place or year of 
an event, try using census records, 
obituaries or other sources to narrow 
down this information.









Wisconsin Vital Records
Wisconsin Genealogy Index

Births, deaths and marriages.
Officially covers 1852 to Sept. 30, 1907, but the 
state law regarding registration of these events 
was not strictly enforced until 1880.
Must enter at least the first three letters of the last 
name, unless searching by exact date.
Also includes the Wisconsin Name Index.
www.wisconsinhistory.org/vitalrecords/

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/vitalrecords/




When You Hit a Roadblock
Try different name spellings, for first and last 
names.

Marian Nelson could be Marion Nelsen
Broaden your search

Remove a specific place name or open up the date 
range.

If you don’t know a woman’s married name, 
try using other details to access her 
information.

This also is helpful in times of extreme 
misspellings or typos in indexing.









California Death Index
1940 to 1997
Ancestry Library Edition
Family Tree Legends

www.familytreelegends.com/

http://www.familytreelegends.com/












Ancestry Library Edition
Select only the database you want to 
search.

Often allows for more customization.
Gives you fewer results, meaning less 
information – and more specific 
information – to sort through to get what 
you want. 



















Social Security Death Index
Ancestry Library Edition
Family Tree Legends

www.familytreelegends.com/
RootsWeb

ssdi.rootsweb.com/
RootsWeb and Family Tree Legends 
both generate letter to request copy of 
Social Security application.

http://www.familytreelegends.com/








Additional Online Resources
Some Web sites compile lists of vital 
records indexes

Cyndi’s List
• www.cyndislist.com/deaths.htm
• www.cyndislist.com/births.htm
• www.cyndislist.com/marriage.htm

Online Searchable Death Indexes
• www.deathindexes.com

http://www.cyndislist.com/deaths.htm
http://www.cyndislist.com/births.htm
http://www.cyndislist.com/marriage.htm
http://www.deathindexes.com/
















When a Link Is Dead…
Ask a librarian for help.
Use a search engine, such as Google.

Search for the exact name of the Web site.
• Using quotation marks will look for the exact phrase.

Try to work your way backward in the 
address:

www.library.sos.state.il.us/departments/archives
/databases.html
Parent page: www.library.sos.state.il.us/departments

http://www.library.sos.state.il.us/departments/archives�/databases.html
http://www.library.sos.state.il.us/departments/archives�/databases.html
http://www.library.sos.state.il.us/departments


Finding Contact Information
Michigan County Clerks Database

Lists which records are available at each 
county clerk’s office.
Find contact information, fees.
Access from the Genealogy Web page.
• www.michigan.gov/familyhistory
• Look for the link in the left rail.

http://www.michigan.gov/familyhistory








Questions?
Contact the Library of Michigan

Ask at either reference desk.
(517) 373-1300
librarian@michigan.gov
www.michigan.gov/askalibrarian
www.michigan.gov/familyhistory

mailto:librarian@michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/askalibrarian
http://www.michigan.gov/familyhistory
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