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Six Components
Census – 1790 to 1930 not complete

Books – Electronic format

PERSI – The PERiodical Source Index

Revolutionary War

Freedman’s Bank

U.S. Serial Set



You Can Get There From Here

1. Go to www.mel.org

2. Click on See Databases From Home

3. Login using State ID or Library Card

4. View Database collection and scroll 
to Heritage Quest

http://www.mel.org/


1. www.mel.org



2. 

Click 
Here 



3. 

Library 
Card 

Option



4. 

Click!



On To the Information



Census Component

Three Search 
Options



General Search

Down arrows allow 
you to select year 

and state



Search Sample, 1790



Search sample, 1920 by County

Click on 
blue 

underline 
to choose 
county or 

state



Sample Results

Click on the blue 
underline to choose person



Family may be 
on page A or B

Navigation Page



Advanced Search

Use to 
narrow 
search





Advanced Search Method
Omit first or 

last name

Specify 
age range

Place of 
birth, 
helpful



Search Results

Only 14 hits in
entire state.

List will be in
alphabetical 
order.

Click on 
state for 
full list



Alphabetical Listing



Find By Page Number



Search Books
People – Search for information about 
ancestors in books and magazines.
Places – Search for information about 
towns, cities, or regions in books and 
magazines.
Publications – Browse books or 
magazines.



Basic Searching

(John Driver) or (Driver, John)

(John Driver AND Joseph Cissne)

(John Williams) AND Detroit





Searching More
Exact Phrase =  ‘”John Driver’”

Near = Morgan near: 9 Cheat

AND Not = Morgan and not Ohio



Exact Phrase Sample



And Not Sample



Near Sample



View Results

Click



View Hits
Click on blue 
underlined 

number for hits



Hints and Tricks

1. Search the index of relevant titles

2. Search for 
the title 



PERSI,                         
Periodical Source INDEX



People within the Persi Index





Places
Please note 
that Canada 
and other 

countries are 
available



Source: Roots Branches and Twigs. Chatham 
Ontario Canada: 2000. Vol. 23 Iss. 1



How Tos…





Periodical





Search Revolutionary War
Selected Records 

Pension 

Bounty-Land Warrant Application 
Files

No State Militia





Attention, 
there are 8 
full  images



Freedman's Savings and Trust 
Company, 1865-74.









United States Serial Set

Land Disputes

Petitions for assistance

Pension applications





Sample Results







“’ John Driver’” of Detroit

Not promising 
based on place 

and date

?



“’John Driver’”



Search History



Questions?



Thanks You For 
Inviting the Special 

Collections Team To 
Your Meeting! 
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