Dear Centennial Farm Applicant:

When submitting your application be sure to include the requested photographs of the farm buildings and structures, and a few overall views of the farmstead, as well as the documentation on land transactions concerning the property from its acquisition by the family up to the present. A legal abstract (as drawn up by an abstract and title company) can often provide at least part of this information, if you have one available. Other sources for these transactions can generally be referenced in the tract index of the county register of deeds office, where copies of the individual records (deeds, mortgages, land contracts, etc.) can be obtained. Current ownership can be evidenced with a copy of a recent tax bill. Please be sure to send photocopies of these documents and keep the originals for your own use, as the items submitted cannot be returned.

Please send the completed application form and accompanying photographs and documentation to the address on the back of the form; contact the Centennial Farm Coordinator at (517) 373-1272 if you have any questions. Farms are certified quarterly in January, April, July and October.   Thank you for your interest in the Centennial Farm Program.

ITEMS TO INCLUDE FOR SUBMISSION OF CENTENNIAL FARM APPLICATIONS

Please note: a farm must consist of at least ten acres, have been in the family for a hundred years, and be a working farm (producing farm products) to qualify for the program.

1) Application form(s) filled out and signed by farm owner(s). Be sure to write a legal description for the parcel(s) of land for which centennial farm status is claimed. Do not include any portions of the farm that have not been owned continuously by the family for at least one hundred years.

2) Documentation of ownership of each qualifying parcel of land, starting with the transaction in which the property first came into the family and establishing the family’s continuous chain of title down to the present owners. Provide photocopies of abstracts, deeds and/or tax records as proof.  No birth or death certificates or wills please.

3) Proof of present ownership, such as a copy of a tax notice, assessment, receipt or other document from local authorities, which states both the owner’s name and a legal description of the relevant property.

4) Film or printed digital photographs (no black and white photocopies), consisting of at least one photo of each building and structure on the farm and two or three overall views of the cluster of farm buildings. Photos should be at least 3" by 5" and should be hardcopy, no floppy or compact disks please. Each photograph should show two sides of the building, for instance, the front and one side. Number each photograph on the back and identify the views in the Farm Buildings and Structures list on the Farm History page of the application.

5) A brief history of the farm, whether written on the form or on separate sheets of paper.

6) A map/site plan of the farm, showing the current holdings in relationship to roads and natural features, such as rivers and lakes. Indicate the location of the farm buildings with the numbers from the relevant photographs.

7) On the last page of the application, please be sure to list all of the current owners of the property for which you are seeking Centennial Farm designation. Each and every owner must personally sign this page to indicate permission for us to certify the farm.
P


COUNTY:



TOWNSHIP:

DATE CERTIFIED

CENTENNIAL FARM APPLICATION
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State Historic Preservation Office

Michigan Historical Center

Department of History, Arts and Libraries


Name[s] of First Family Owner[s]:


Date of Purchase by that Person: [enclose copy of deed, abstract or tax record]


No. of acres in original purchase






Farm Address: [including number, street, P.O. and zip code]



	County: 
	
	Township: 

	
	
	


Legal Description of land owned by your family for over 100 years. You must write description in space provided.




Number of acres in farm at present:

List the farm’s major products today:

Company that supplies electricity to the farm or area:

Your electric company may choose to send a press release to a newspaper, please list the name and address of the newspaper of your choice:

Provide documentation proving when the farm first came into your family and establishing the family’s continuous chain of title down to the present owners. Begin with the original family owner and list ownership sequentially to the present. Provide photocopies of abstracts, deeds, and/or tax records as proof.  
	Family Owner

[include maiden name where applicable]
	
	Date

[if known]
	
	Relationship to Present Owner

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


FARM HISTORY
State Historic Preservation Office ~ Michigan Historical Center

Department of History, Arts and Libraries

First Family Owner Biography

Where were they born?[city, state/province, country]

What was their nationality/ethnicity?


Where did they live prior to moving to the farm?[city, state/province, country]


Was the land obtained directly from the government? If so, please explain the circumstances, i.e. veteran’s grant, Homestead Act, purchase.        

What did they produce on the farm?


Occupations other than farming:


Name[s] of spouse:






Date of Marriage:

Were these individuals married to each other at the time the land was acquired:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No


Name[s] of children:

Farm Buildings and Structures

Please provide a film or printed digital photograph (no black and white photocopies) of each building and structure on your farm and two or three overall views of the cluster of farm buildings.  Photographs should be no smaller than 3½” x 5½” and should be hardcopy, no floppy or compact disks please.  Each photograph should show two sides of the building, for instance, the front and one side.  Number each photograph on the back and identify the views in the Farm Buildings and Structures list on the Farm History page.  Additional photographs or copies of old photographs are welcomed but not required.  Please place the photographs in an envelope.  Do not attach them to the form! Photographs cannot be returned.
Please, list all buildings, structures, and any other important historic features on your farm (i.e. farmhouse, barn, sheds, windmill, chicken coop, windbreaks, etc.), the approximate date of construction, and the original and current use.

	Photo No
	
	Building/Structure
	
	Year Built
	
	Historic Use/Present Use

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Enclose additional pages if necessary.

Please provide a brief history of the farm, including information about changes in crops over time and the physical evolution of the farm and its buildings. Please provide biographical information about family members associated with the farm, including those who may have played an important role in other aspects of the community’s development.  Include any information you have about professional builders who constructed any of the farm buildings and structures.  Enclose additional pages if necessary.

Site Plan
Provide a sketch plan of your farm. You may use the grid at right, or you may create your own map. Depending on the size of your farm, designate each square as representing one, ten, or forty acres.  Identify roads or highways and define your approximate property boundaries.  Note the approximate location of your farm buildings and structures, using the numbers from the photographs, and of the other major features (i.e. railroads, lakes, streams, etc.). Please also mark in the plan the known locations of no longer standing man-made structures or features, including any sites of houses, barns and outbuildings, mills, logging camps or other industrial remains.  Don’t forget to indicate the direction North and the number of acres each square represents in your drawing, i.e. 1 square = 10 acres.




	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Archaeological Resources
We are interested in identifying potential archaeological sites. Any information about historic or prehistoric Indian mounds, villages, camps, dance circles or trails would be appreciated. Are there family cemeteries or abandoned cemeteries on or near your farm? Use additional sheets if necessary. If you or someone in your family has Indian, family or pioneer artifacts, including farm equipment, that you would allow us to examine and photograph, please enclose a short description

Owner Information

Please include the following information for all current owners of the property.

I do hereby certify that the above statements are true and correct with regard to the land described in this application, that this land has been owned and farmed by my family for one hundred years or more, and that it is currently an active farm of 10 acres or more. Please provide the names, addresses, phone numbers and signatures of all current owners.
	Name and Address (indicate address only if different than farm address)
[Indicate names as you want them to appear on the certificate]

	1)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Signature

	
	
	
	

	2)
	
	
	Daytime Phone

	
	
	
	Signature

	
	
	
	

	3)
	
	
	Daytime Phone

	
	
	
	Signature

	
	
	
	

	4)
	
	
	Daytime Phone

	
	
	
	Signature

	
	
	
	

	5)
	
	
	Daytime Phone

	
	
	
	Signature

	
	
	
	

	Enclose extra pages as necessary
	
	Daytime Phone


	Contact:
	

	
	

	Relation to Applicant:
	

	Address:
	

	
	

	Daytime Phone:
	


Return application to: Centennial Farm Program, State Historic Preservation Office, Michigan Historical Center, Department of History, Arts and Libraries, 702 W. Kalamazoo, P.O. Box 30740, Lansing, MI 48909-8240.

For SHPO use only








5
1

_1097495190.unknown

