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Michigan’s Invasive Species Program.
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Economically, invasive species can hurt property values, 

public health. While the invasive species present in Michigan 

 

 

Rural Development (MDARD), Environmental Quality 

 

“invasive species” as those that are not 

 to 
Michigan’s economy, environment or 
human health.

partners. 
  

1-Prevent new invasive species introduction into Michigan.

2 - Develop a statewide interagency invasive species Early Detection 
and Response Program to address new invasions.

3 - Limit the dispersal of established invasive species populations 
throughout Michigan.

4 - Manage and control invasive species to minimize harmful 
environmental, economic and public health effects resulting from 
established populations.

“...A Joint effort of Michigan’s Quality of Life Departments.”

Invasive species
program overview



$3,600,000

$2,011,097

$1,397,000

$1,117,596

$247,290

$165,653

$8,538,636

Grants Awarded

Aquatic Invasive Species

State Coordination

Terrestrial Invasive Species

Invasive Carp

Law Enforcement

TOTAL

42%

24%

16%

13%
3% 2%

State Appropriations

Federal Funds

DNR

DEQ Permit Fees

MDARD

LICENSE PLATE FEES

INVASIVE SPECIES FUND

TOTAL

$5,149,654

$1,815,195

$675,816

$647,161

$87,670

$39,379

$20,017

$8,434,892

This report covers the activities of fiscal year 2016:  Oct. 1, 2015 through Sept. 30, 2016.  

FUNDING

PROGRAM FINANCES

EXPENDITURES



threat to Michigan’s economy, environment or human health. These species either never 

Michigan’s Watch List

Preventing new invasive species 
introductions into MichiganGOAL
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Pathway: Water-based 

DNA
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Developing a statewide interagency invasive 
species Early Detection and Response Program 
to address new invasions

 

An

GOAL
2
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Managing and controlling invasive species to minimize 
harmful environmental, economic and public health 
effects resulting from established populationsGOAL

3



-

-

Managing Invasive Plants in 
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Limiting the dispersal of established invasive 
species populations throughout Michigan

The North Country CISMA is using MISGP 

Resources

GOAL
4
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Spotlight - Invasive carp: 
the looming threat to the Great Lakes

threat to the ecosystem 



 
 

 
 

 

control strategies.

The environmental DNA (eDNA) surveillance 

material.

surveillance program in major tributaries to all the 

Grass Carp Research

STATE ACTIONS



Expanding the Reach and Capacity of Cooperative 
Invasive Species Management Areas

 
 

 
 

Public Act 537 of 2014



Scientific Permits Issued in 2016 for Prohibited or Restricted Species:

Additions or Deletions to Michigan’s Prohibited and Restricted Species Lists 

Status of Michigan’s Prohibited, Restricted and Other Problematic Species 

Michigan’s Prohibited, Restricted 
and Other Problematic Species

Species
Rusty crayfish

Zebra mussels

Quagga mussels

Round gobies

New Zealand mudsnails

Red Swamp crayfish

Aquatic plants

Status
Restricted

Restricted

Restricted

Prohibited

Prohibited

Prohibited

Prohibited or Restricted

Permits Issued
10

7

6

11

2

1

7 new, 2 renewed

Permittees
8 universities, 1 partner, 1 other

3 universities, 2 partners, 2 other

5 universities, 1 other

5 universities, 2 partners, 4 other

2 universities

1 university 

1 university, 5 partners, 2 other
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2016 Actions & Detections of
Prohibited or restricted species

Grass Carp

EMERALD ASH BORER

New Zealand Mudsnail
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European Frogbit

Parrot Feather

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid

compliance monitoring.  



Recommendations 
regarding legislation and funding to carry out and otherwise further the purposes of Michigan’s Natural Resources and Environmental  
Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, Part 413, MCL 324.41323

Continue funding and support of Michigan’s Invasive Species Program.

Ensure readiness, sustainability and continued development of Michigan’s early detection and response program.
A 

  
Support the development of risk assessments for terrestrial invasive species.

Expand collaboration with industries to reduce the introduction of invasive species through trade.

Continue to work with industries to identify, report and manage invasive species causing harm to Michigan’s 
resources and the industries that rely on them.

Support more stringent regulations regarding the movement of infested and diseased wood to protect Michigan’s 
forest and landscape resources from the spread of oak wilt and other devastating pests and diseases. 

Increase assistance for identification and treatment of invasive species on private lands.



Species
413 

Status
Distribution in 

Michigan
Comments

PLANTS
African oxygen weed 
(Lagarosiphon major)

P Absent  

Autumn olive                
(Elaeagnus umbellate)

P Widespread Common and widespread throughout southern Lower Peninsula, wide-
spread elsewhere statewide

Brazilian waterweed              
 (Egeria densa)

P Absent Isolated populations in IL, IN, MN and OH

Curly leaf pondweed 
(Potamogeton crispus)

R Widespread Common, especially in the Lower Peninsula

Cylindro 
(Cylindropermopsis raciborskii)

P Isolated Recorded in several drowned river mouths in the Lake Michigan Basin

Eurasian watermilfoil 
(Myriophyllum spicatum)

R Widespread Common, especially in the Lower Peninsula

European frogbit 
(Hydrocharis morsusranae)

P Locally abundant Locally abundant in SE Lower Peninsula; isolated populations in Saginaw 
Bay, Kent County, Alpena County and Chippewa County

Fanwort                         
(Cabomba caroliniana)

P Locally abundant Locally abundant in Lower Peninsula; present in IL, IN, OH and ONT

Flowering rush           
(Butomus umbellatus)

R Locally abundant Common in southeast Michigan, both inland and coastal; also identified in 
IN, IL, MN, OH, WI and ONT

Giant hogweed                
 (Heracleum mantegazzianum)

P Isolated Patchy distribution throughout the Lower Peninsula and western Upper 
Peninsula; some occurrences have been controlled

Giant salvinia              
(Salvinia molesta, auriculata, biloba or herzogii))

P Absent  

Hydrilla                             
 (Hydrilla verticillata)

P Absent Isolated populations in IN, WI and OH

Japanese knotweed
 (Fallopia japonica)

P Widespread Patchy distribution throughout Lower and Upper peninsulas

Parrot feather
 (Myriophyllum aquaticum)

P Isolated Active management of isolated populations in Wayne, Washtenaw and 
Jackson counties; isolated populations in IL, IN, NY, OH and PA

Phragmites or common reed 
(Phragmites australis)

R Widespread Common and established in coastal and inland areas of southern Lower 
Peninsula; somewhat less abundant from south to north; common in 
western UP

Purple loosestrife 
(Lythrum salicaria)

R Widespread Biological control is reducing population statewide

Starry stonewort 
(Nitellopsis obtusa)

P Locally abundant Recorded in over one hundred inland waterbodies, mostly in Lower 
Peninsula

Water chestnut                 
(Trapa natans)

P Absent Observations in NY, PA and ONT

Water soldier         
(Stratiotes aloides)

P Absent Isolated population in ONT

Yellow floating heart 
(Nymphoides peltata)

P Isolated Isolated populations in IL, IN, OH, WI and ONT. Active management of Iso-
lated populations in Wayne, Kent and Oakland counties in Michigan.  

CRUSTACEANS
Rusty crayfish                

(Orconectes rusticus)
R Widespread Widespread and breeding in inland waters

Red swamp crayfish 
(Procabarus clarkii)

P Absent

Yabby 
(Cherax destructor)

P Absent

Killer shrimp 
(Dikerogammarus villosus)

P Absent

APPENDIX A: STATUS OF MICHIGAN’S PROHIBITED AND RESTRICTED SPECIES A-1
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Species
413 

Status
Distribution in 

Michigan
Comments

FISH
Bighead carp (Hypopthalmichthys nobilis) P Absent  

Bitterling (Rhodeus sericeus) P Absent  

Black carp (Mylopharyngodon piceus) P Absent  

Eurasian ruffe (Gymnocephalus cernuus) P Locally abundant Patchy distribution in Great Lakes; absent in inland waters

Grass carp (Ctenopharyngodon idellus) P Isolated Suspected limited natural reproduction in Lake Erie and isolated detections have 
been reported in the St. Joseph and Kalamazoo rivers and Paw Paw Lake.

Ide (Leuciscus idus) P Absent  

Japanese weatherfish 
(Misgurnus anguillicaudatus)

P Isolated Single breeding population in the Shiawassee River

Round goby 
(Neogobius melanostomus)

P Widespread Widespread and established in lakes Michigan, Huron and Erie; isolated collection in 
Lake Superior near Marquette; isolated but established populations in inland waters

Rudd (Scardinius erythrophthalamus) P Absent Isolated collections on the Ontario side of Lake St. Clair

Silver carp (Hypophthalmichthys molitrix) P Absent  

Any fish from the snakehead family (Channidae) P Absent  

Stone moroko (Pseudorasbora parva) P Absent  

Tench (Tinca tinca) P Absent  

Tubenose goby (Proterorhinus marmoratus) P Isolated Isolated, established populations in the St. Clair River, Lake St. Clair, Detroit River 
and western Lake Erie

Wels catfish
 (Silurus glanis)

P Absent  

Zander (Sander lucioperca) P Absent  

MOLLUSKS
Brown garden snail (Helix aspersa) P Absent Two MI detections in the past - both eradicated

Carthusian snail (Monacha cartusiana) P Locally abundant Wayne County

Giant African snail (Achatina fulica) P Absent  

Girdled snail (Hygromia cinctella) P Locally abundant Wayne County

Heath snail (Xerolenta obvia) P Locally abundant Lapeer County/SE MI

New Zealand mudsnail 
(Potamopyrgus antipodarum)

P Isolated Established in Lake Ontario and Lake Erie and present in Lake Superior. Established 
populations in the Pere Marquette, Au Sable, and Boardman rivers

Golden mussel (Limnoperna fortunei) P Absent  

Wrinkled dune snail (Candidula intersecta) P Locally abundant Wayne County

Quagga mussel  (Dreissena bugensis) R Widespread Found in all of the Great Lakes, although limited in Lake Superior; isolated inland 
occurrences in the Great Lakes basin

Zebra mussel (Dreissena polymorpha) R Widespread Widespread in inland and Great Lakes waters of the Lower Peninsula; patchy distribu-
tion in inland waters of the Upper Peninsula and Lake Superior

MAMMALS
Feral Swine (Sus scrofa Linnaeus) P Widespread Historically reported in 72 of 83 counties; however, occurrences are presently 

limited to localized areas in 12-15 counties.

Nutria (Myocastor coypus) P Absent Farmed in Michigan in the 1930s

BIRDS
Eurasian collared dove (Streptopelia decaocto) P ISOLATED First observed in MI in 2002, has since been documented in Kalamazoo, Traverse, 

Berrien, Alger and Mason counties.

INSECTS
Asian longhorned beetle

  (Anoplophora glabripennis)
P ABSENT Not detected in Michigan; ALB infestations currently  active in NY, MA, OH and Ontario; 

ALB eradicated from IL and NJ

APPENDIX A: STATUS OF MICHIGAN’S PROHIBITED AND RESTRICTED SPECIES A-2
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