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MARCH 3, 2016 MEETING  
 
UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

 
In accordance with the Open Meetings Act, 1976 PA 267, as amended, the Michigan Board 
of Nursing met on March 3, 2016, at the Ottawa Building, Conference Room 3, 611 West 
Ottawa Street, Lansing, Michigan 48933. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Meringa, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present:  Joshua Meringa, MPA, MHA, BSN, RN-BC, ONC Chairperson 
   Ronald Basso, Public Member, Vice Chairperson 
                                  Reginald Armstrong, Public Member 
                                  Kathy Bouchard-Wyant, RN, BA 
  Jill DeVries, LPN   
  Patricia Harney, Public Member 
  Paula Hopper, RN, MSN 
  Elaine Leigh, DNP, RN, FNP-BC   
  Glenn O’Connor, CRNA, MS (arrived 9:30 a.m.) 

 Lawrence Olson, Ph.D, Public Member                           
                                 Jessica Ann Tyson, Public Member  
                                 Mary VanderKolk, RN, MSN 
                                 Deborah Vendittelli, DNP, RN, ANP-BC                                 
       
Members Absent:   Lars Egede-Nissen, Public Member 
 Cynthia Fenske, RN, DNP, CNE 
 Tiffany McDonald, RN 
 Elizabeth Recker, MSN, RN, CNOR 
 Denise Steele, LPN 
 Kristoffer Tobbe, Public Member 
 Amy Zoll, RN, CNM 
                                    
Staff Present:  Cheryl Pezon, Manager, Board and Committees Section 
  LeAnn Payne, Board Support, Boards and Committees Section 
  Karen Carpenter, Policy Analyst, Boards and Committees Section  
  Kerry Przybylo, Policy Analyst, Boards and Committees Section 
  Krista Moorman, Analyst Enforcement Division   
  Bridget Smith, Assistant Attorney General 
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APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION DeVries, seconded by VanderKolk to approve the agenda, as presented. 
 
A voice vote followed. 
 
MOTION PREVAILED 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
MOTION by Vendittelli, seconded by Armstrong, to approve the January 7, 2016 meeting 
minutes. 
 
A voice vote followed. 
 
MOTION PREVAILED 
 
REGULATORY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Lassondra Lynn Massey, LPN – Proposal for Decision 
 
MOTION by Hopper, seconded by Basso, to accept the Proposal for Decision and grant 
reinstatement. Respondent to submit an evaluation from her current evaluator Mr. 
Vanderwalker, or from another HPRP approved provider with a safe to practice evaluation 
prior to reinstatement. Respondent will be placed on two years’ probation with employer 
quarterly reports. 
 
Discussion was held. 
 
A roll call vote followed: Yeas – Armstrong, Bouchard-Wyant, DeVries,   
                                                       Harney, Hopper, Leigh, Olson, Tyson, 
                                                       VanderKolk, Vendittelli, Zoll, Basso 
                                                       Meringa 

       Nays- None                                              
MOTION PREVAILED 
  
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Disciplinary Subcommittee (DSC) 
 
Bouchard-Wyant thanked everyone for their hard work on cases. 

 
Rules Committee 
 
Carpenter informed the Board that their Request for Rulemaking was redone and a new 
number has been assigned. The rules Regulatory Impact Statement and draft rules are now 
being reviewed by the Regulatory Affairs Officer. 
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Education Committee 
 
Hopper directed the Board to the Education Committee LPN Report and provided a verbal 
highlight. (See attached addendum #1) 
 
MOTION by Hopper, seconded by VanderKolk, to accept the LPN Report presented by the 
Nurse Education Committee and its recommendations for the following programs:    
 

• Gogebic Community College 
• Kirtland Community College 

 
Discussion was held. 
 
 A voice vote followed. 
 
MOTION PREVAILED 
 
MOTION by Hopper, seconded by VanderKolk to accept the LPN Report presented by the 
Nurse Education Committee and its recommendations for the following program:  
 

• Schoolcraft Community College 
 
A discussion was held. Vendittelli recused herself. 
 
A voice vote followed.  
 
MOTION PREVAILED 
  
Hopper directed the Board to the Education Committee RN Report and provided a verbal 
highlight. (See attached addendum #2) 
 
MOTION by Hopper, seconded by Basso, to accept the RN Report presented by the Nurse 
Education Committee and its recommendations for the following programs: 
 

• Baker College 
• U of M Flint 
• Gogebic Community College 

 
Discussion was held. 
 
A voice vote followed. 
 
MOTION PREVAILED 
 
MOTION by Hopper, seconded by Basso, to accept the RN Report presented by the Nurse 
Education Committee and its recommendations for the following program: 

 
• Schoolcraft Community College 
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Discussion was held. Vendittelli recused herself. 
 
A voice vote followed.   
 
MOTION PREVAILED 
 
MOTION by Basso, seconded by Bouchard –Wyant, to accept the 2016 Nurse Consultants as 
provided in the attached Addendum #3. 
 
A voice vote followed. 
 
MOTION PREVAILED 
 
Department of Health and Human Services – Office of Nursing Policy Report 
 
Deborah Bach-Stante prepared the “MDHHS - Office of Nursing Policy (ONP) Report,” dated 
March 3, 2016.  (See attached Addendum #4.) 
 
Vice Chairperson’s Report 
 
Basso has been working on Allegation reviews and it is going really well. 
 
Chairperson’s Report 
 
Meringa announced and congratulated Vendittelli for receiving her doctorate degree.  
 

 Meringa directed the Board to the Chairperson’s Report as follows: 
 
January 2016: 
 

• Allegation review  37 cases (18 authorized for investigation) 
• Summary suspensions 4 
• CE Review/approvals 3 
• Case reviews/Conferee 2 
• Compliance conferences 0 
• NCSBN:  None 

 
February 2016: 
 

• Allegation review  28 cases (17 authorized for investigation) 
• Summary suspensions 2 
• CE Review/approvals 2 
• Case reviews/Conferee 1 
• Compliance conferences 1 
• NCSBN Midyear Meeting, Webinar available 
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• NCSBN Midyear Meeting: Baltimore, MD: March 14-16, 2016 – Meringa and Hopper will 
attend. 

• NCSBN APRN Roundtable meeting, Rosemont, IL, April 5, 2016 (max capacity) 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
Department Update 
 
Carpenter welcomed and introduced Kerry Przybylo as the board’s new Policy Analyst. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Deb Nault from the Michigan Nurses Association informed the Board she receives many 
emails regarding the new nursing bill. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held May 5, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. at the Ottawa 
Building, 611 West Ottawa Street, Upper Level Conference Center (UL), Conference Room 
3, Lansing, Michigan. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION by Armstrong, seconded by Harney, to adjourn the meeting at 10:10 a.m. 
 
A voice vote followed. 
 
 
MOTION PREVAILED 
 
________________________________       ______________________ 
Josh Meringa, Chairperson   Date Minutes Signed 
 
Prepared by: 
LeAnn Payne, Board Support                March 3, 2016 
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Addendum #1 
 

March 2, 2016 
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Conference Room 4 

611 W. Ottawa, Upper Level 
 

Chairperson: Paula Hopper 
Members Present: R. Armstrong, E. Leigh, M. VanderKolk, D. Vendittelli,  

 
NOTE:  All Board members may vote on this report, pursuant to MCL 333.16148.   
 
 

LPN PROGRAMS 
 
Major Program Change: 
Dorsey Schools:  They submitted acceptable evidence of additional instructors and clinical 
sites to support students. Board requested a site visit before major program change is 
approved. 
 
 
Self-Study 
Schoolcraft College: Self Study was approved. Very well done. 
 
Self-Study Extension Request 
Kirtland Community College:  Final Extension granted until 5/2016. 
 
Major Program Change: 
Kirtland Community College: School has withdrawn the request.  
 
Schoolcraft Community College: School requested additional students and a decrease in 
total program credits.   Report was well written and well supported.   
 
 
Gogebic Community College: Approved and we look forward to hearing their experiences 
with a concept based curriculum.  Committee noted that it was innovative and written 
exceptionally well.  
 
Faculty Exception: 
Kirtland Community College:  Approved for year 2 of 5. 

Margaret Gerulski 2nd year exception approved. 
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Addendum #2 
March 2, 2016, 2016 

1:30 to 3:30 
Conference Room 4 

611 W. Ottawa, Upper Level 
 

Chairperson: Paula Hopper 
Members Present: R. Armstrong, E. Leigh, M. VanderKolk,  D. Vendittelli,  

 
PLEASE NOTE: Pursuant to MCL 333.16148(5), a Board member who is a LPN cannot 
vote on RN program actions.   
 

RN PROGRAMS 
 
Initial Program Approval 
Spring Arbor University:  Tabled pending evidence of sufficient clinical spaces to 
accommodate estimated student numbers and a site visit.  
 
Full Program Approval 
Baker College (Allen Park) ADN:   Self Study is approved but Full Program Approval will 
not be granted until a site visit is satisfactorily completed.  
 
Self-Study 
Lake Superior State University:  Self Study is tabled pending evidence that faculty is 
currently licensed. 
 
Schoolcraft Community College: Self Study was approved. Very well done. 
 
University of Michigan – Flint: Self Study was approved.  Board compliments the university 
on its completeness. No deficits or issues.  
 
NCLEX Improvement Plan 
Eastern Michigan University:  NCLEX improvement plan is due by April 10, 2016 based 
upon the 3/15 letter that was sent the school. We apologize for confusion due to changes 
in SOM staffing. Our data shows a drop in passage rates for 2 of the last 3 years.  Per 
Rule 338.10310, we require data from 2013, 2014, 2015.  Interventions need to pertain to 
students, faculty, curriculum and administrative support.   
 
Major Program Change Request 
 
Gogebic Community College: Approved and we look forward to hearing their experiences 
with a concept based curriculum.  Committee noted that it was innovative and written 
exceptionally well.  
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Schoolcraft Community College: Approved:  School requested additional students and a 
decrease in total program credits.   Report was well written and well supported.   
 
 
Change in Chief Nursing Administrator* 
Sienna Heights University has new chief nursing administrator is Kelli Kusisto, MSN, R.N. 
 
*This is informational only and does not require a vote 
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Addendum #3 
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Addendum #4
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