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INTRODUCTION BUISNESS 

JEFF TODY-FIRE SAFETY INSPECTOR-LANSING REGION  

EMERGENCY EXITS 

RESTROOMS 



INTRODUCTIONS 
• JIM SCOTT-MANAGER HEALTH FACILITIES ENGINEERING 

• DON CHRISTENSEN- FIRE SAFETY INSPECTOR- SOUTH EASTERN MICHIGAN DETROIT 

• JOHN HAYNES – FIRE SAFETY INSPECTOR - GRAND RAPIDS WEST COAST TO CADILLAC 

• PIER GEORGE ZANONI- HEALTH FACILITIES ENGINEER/FIRE SAFETY INSPECTOR  

• ED HALE- FIRE SAFETY INSPECTOR – NORTHERN LOWER MICHIGAN UPPER PENINSULA 

• MICHELLE ROEPKE- DIRECTOR FEDERAL SURVEY AND CERTIFICATION DIVISION 

 





DOCUMENTATION IS……? 

• THE HEART OF A LIFE SAFETY CODE PROGRAM 

• IF IT IS NOT DOCUMENTED IT DID NOT HAPPEN 

• PUBLIC AND PRIVATE RECORD FOIA 

• LEGAL DOCUMENTS 



WHO REQUIRES DOCUMENTATION? 
•CMS- CHAPTER 42 CFR SUBPART 483.70(A) 

 
• STATE OF MICHIGAN-  

 
• NFPA- LSC 101 2000 



FROM THE FRONT DOOR 



CATEGORICAL WAIVERS  

 

 

CMS Survey and Certification Letter 13-58 
CMS Survey and Certification letter 12-21 



CATEGORICAL WAIVERS 



CATEGORICAL WAIVERS  

FIRST PIECE OF DOCUMENTATION YOU MUST PROVIDE 
• OFFICIAL DOCUMENT ON LETTERHEAD 

• DATE CREATED 
 

 



CATEGORICAL WAIVERS  

 

 

CMS Survey and Certification Letter 12-21 

S and C 13-58 



DURING THE SURVEY- DOCUMENTATION REVIEW 

•CONFERENCE ROOM  
•DOCUMENTATION IN 1 PLACE AND AVAILABLE 
•PLAYING “FETCH” 



WHAT IS REQUIRED FOR DOCUMENTS? 

• FLOOR PLAN WITH IDENTIFIED SMOKE BARRIER WALLS  

• WRITTEN PLANS 

• POLICES 

• INSPECTION TESTING MAINTENANCE REPORTS  

 



WRITTEN PLANS 

• FIRE EVACUATION PLAN 

• FIRE WATCH/IMPAIRMENT PROCEDURE 

  



FIRE EVACUATION PLAN 
• ALSO CALLED??? DISASTER PLAN??? FIRE ESCAPE PLAN??? 

• WHAT IS THE STAFF GOING TO DO?       THEY DO WHAT THE BOOK TELLS THEM TO DO. 

• COVER THE TYPES OF EVACUATIONS 

• LOGISTICS, CONTACT NUMBERS 

• R. A. C. E. 
 



FIRE WATCH 

• CONTINUOUS 

• SOLE DUTY 

• DOCUMENTED WITH  LOG- WHERE? 

IMPAIRMENT PROCEDURE 



POLICES 
 

ON OFFICAL LETTERHEAD 

• SMOKING 

• ABHR 

• OXYGEN USE IN BEAUTY SHOP 

• PORTABLE HEATERS 
 REVISION / REVIEW DATES 



INSPECTION, TESTING, MAINTENANCE 
• NFPA 25- WATER BASED  

• NFPA 72-FIRE ALARM 

• NFPA 96-KITCHEN HOOD 

• NFPA 110-GENERATOR / MANUFACTURE RECOMMENDATIONS 

• NFPA 10-EXTINGUISHERS 

• NFPA 70-ELECTRICAL 



Internet Search: NFPA Sample Inspection Forms 







INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS AND 
FREQUIENCIES 

• INTERNET SEARCH: TYCOSIMPLEXGRINNELL CODE REQUIREMENTS   

• WWW.TYCOSIMPLEXGRINNELL.COM 



PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER 

• VISUAL MANGEMENT TOOLS 

• BOOKLETS/BINDERS FOR PLANS/PROCEDURES-MULTIPLE COPIES 

 



FILE FOLDERS 

• ARRANGE BY FREQUENCY AND TYPE 
• HIGHEST FREQUENCY TO LOWEST 
• EVERY FOLDER TABBED 

 

Weekly 
Inspections 

Monthly 
Inspections 

Quarterly 
Inspections 



BOOKLETS/BINDERS 

• QUICK ACCESS 

•  EASY TO UNDERSTAND AND ACT ON 

BEFORE 

AFTER PERFECT FOR WRITTEN PLANS 



VISUAL MANAGEMENT TOOLS 

• DRY-ERASE BOARD  
• ALL REQUIREMENTS LISTED IN ROWS MARKED AFTER PERFORMED 
• REQUIREMENTS LISTED BY FREQUENCY HIGH TO LOW 
• MARK OFF WHEN COMPLETE  



VMT 
VMT                  (facility name)                     Calendar Year:   
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DAILY 
Deluge Valve (cold weather)   

                                                                                                          

Dry Pipe Valve (cold weather)   

                                                                                                          

Fire Pump House   

                                                                                                          

Fire Truck   

                                                                                                          

Pre Action Valve (cold weather)   

                                                                                                          

WEEKLY 

Carbon Dioxide (Low Press.)   

                                                                                                          

Deluge Sprinkler System   

                                                                                                          

Dry Pipe Sprinkler System    

                                                                                                          

Fire Pump-Diesel   

                                                                                                          

Fire Pump-Electric   
                                                                                                          

Fire Truck   

                                                                                                          

Reaction Sprinkler Sys.   

                                                                                                          

Water Mist System                                                                                                             

MONTHLY 
INSPECTION   JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC 

Annual Hot Work Areas                           

Carbon Dioxide (High Press.)   
                        

Carbon Dioxide (Low Press.)   
                        



HOMEWORK-       WATCH 

• HTTP://WWW.CBSNEWS.COM/VIDEOS/NURSING-HOME-FIRE-RISKS/ 

 

http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/nursing-home-fire-risks/


THE END 

• QUESTIONS? 

• COMMENTS? 

• COMPLAINTS? 



BREAK FOR CHANGE OVER 



 John Hanes  
Fire Safety Inspector 

State of Michigan - LARA 
Health Facilities Engineering Section 



Requirements For Participation In 
Medicare/Medicaid 
 

The Life Safety Code Survey 
 
Most Common Citations  

 
 

 



 
42 CFR Subpart 483.70(a) 
“Life Safety From Fire” 
 
Requires that the facility must meet the 
applicable provisions of the 2000 edition of the 
Life Safety Code of the National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA 101). 



The LSC is a set of fire protection requirements 
that, if met, provide reasonable degree of 

safety from fire  
 
 



Covers construction, protection, and 
operational features that provide safety to life 
from fire, smoke and panic. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOz6tp_a3ccCFUkaHgodOT0GJg&url=http://www.jefferson-tn-chamber.org/Articles/green_house_facilities_first_in_the_state.aspx&bvm=bv.101800829,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNH6wPM8Qeo4i0_kQbYdYEpNYC_Pfw&ust=1441467279412847


CMS reports the  
citations in order 
of frequency and 
locations 



 
A “K” Tag is a citation observed  

during the LSC Survey  
 

 
 
That refers to sections of the  
LSC as well as other NFPA 
Publications 



The requirement at 42 CFR Subpart 483.70(a) 
is NOT MET as evidenced by: 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMqcvPra3ccCFURrHgodXJsMSg&url=http://www.goodtoknow.co.uk/family/galleries/34421/top-10-british-birds-in-your-garden&bvm=bv.101800829,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNFa1o4_yV7LyZUkXzMjIw8y8MO8Bw&ust=1441467457171991


Electrical wiring and equipment shall be in accordance with 
National Electrical Code.  9-1.2 (NFPA 99) 18.9.1, 19.9.1 



Automatic sprinkler systems are continuously maintained in 
reliable operating condition and are inspected and tested 
periodically.  18.7.6, 19.7.6, 4.6.12, NFPA 13, NFPA 25, 9.7.5 



One hour fire rated construction (with ¾ hour fire-rated doors) or an approved 
automatic fire extinguishing system in accordance with 8.4.1 and/or 19.3.5.4 
protects hazardous areas. When the approved automatic fire extinguishing 
system option is used, the areas shall be separated from other spaces by smoke 
resisting partitions and doors. Doors shall be self-closing and non-rated or 
field-applied protective plates that do not exceed 48 inches from the bottom of 
the door are permitted. 19.3.2.1 

 



Smoke barriers shall be constructed to provide at least a one 
half hour (existing) one hour (new) fire resistance rating and 
constructed in accordance with 8.3. Smoke barriers shall be 
permitted to terminate at an atrium wall.  Windows shall be 
protected by fire-rated glazing or by wired glass panels in 
approved frames 8.3, 19.3.7.3, 18.3.7.3,19.3.7.5,18.3.7.5 
 



A fire alarm system is installed with systems and components approved for the purpose in accordance with 
NFPA 70, National Electric Code and NFPA 72, National Fire Alarm Code to provide effective warning of fire 
in any part of the building.  Fire alarm system wiring or other transmission paths are monitored for 
integrity.  Initiation of the fire alarm system is by manual means and by any required sprinkler system 
alarm, detection device, or detection system.  Manual alarm boxes are provided in the path of egress near 
each required exit.  Manual alarm boxes in patient sleeping areas shall not be required at exits if manual 
alarm boxes are located at all nurse’s stations.  Occupant notification is provided by audible and visual 
signals.  In critical care areas, visual alarms are sufficient.  The fire alarm system transmits the alarm 
automatically to notify emergency forces in the event of fire.  The fire alarm automatically activates 
required control functions.  System records are maintained and readily available.  18.3.4, 19.3.4, 9.6 



Doors protecting corridor openings in other than required enclosures of vertical openings, exits, of 
hazardous areas shall be substantial doors, such as those constructed of 1 ¾ inch solid-bonded core 
wood, or capable of resisting fire for at least 20 minutes.  Clearance between bottom of door and floor 
covering is not exceeding 1 inch.  Doors in fully sprinklered smoke compartments are only required to 
resist the passage of smoke.  There is no impediment to the closing of the doors.  Hold open devices that 
release when the door is pushed or pulled are permitted.  Doors shall be provided with a means suitable 
for keeping the door closed.  Dutch doors meeting 19.3.6.3.6 are permitted.  Door frames shall be labeled 
and made of steel or other materials in compliance with 8.2.3.2.1.  Roller latches are prohibited by CMS 
regulations in all health care facilities.  19.3.6.3, 18.3.6.3 
 



Exit access is so arranged that exits are readily accessible at all 
times in accordance with 7.1, 18.2.1, 19.2.1 



Means of egress shall be continuously maintained free of all 
obstructions or impediments to full instant use in the case of 
fire or other emergency.  No furnishings, decorations, or other 
objects shall obstruct exits, access thereto, egress there from, 
or visibility thereof shall be in accordance with 7.1.10, 18.2.1, 
19.2.1 



Portable fire extinguishers shall be installed, inspected, and 
maintained in all health care occupancies in accordance with 
9.7.4.1, NFPA 10. 18.3.5.6, 19.3.5.6 



Generators inspected weekly and exercised under load for 30 minutes 
per month and shall be in accordance with NFPA 99 and NFPA 110.    
3-4.4.1 and 8-4.2 (NFPA 99), Chapter 6 (NFPA 110) 



Cooking facilities shall be protected in accordance with 9.2.3. 
18.3.2.6, 19.3.2.6, NFPA 96 



A fire alarm system required for life safety shall be tested, and 
maintained in accordance with NFPA 70 National Electrical Code and 
NFPA 72 National Fire Alarm Code and records kept readily available.  
The system shall have an approved maintenance and testing program 
complying with applicable requirements of NFPA 70 and 72.  9.6.1.4, 
9.6.1.7 



Medical gas storage and administration areas shall be protected in 
accordance with NFPA 99, Standard for Health Care Facilities. 
Oxygen storage locations of greater than 3,000 cu. ft. are enclosed by 
a one-hour separation. Locations for supply systems of greater than 
3,000 cu. ft. are vented to the outside.  4-3.1.1.2 (NFPA 99), 
8.3.1.11.1 (NFPA 99), 18.3.2.4, 19.3.2.4 



All required smoke detectors, including those activating door 
hold-open devices, are approved, maintained, inspected and 
tested in accordance with the manufacturer’s specifications. 
9.6.1.3 



Fire drills include the transmission of a fire alarm signal and simulation of 
emergency fire conditions.  Fire drills are held at unexpected times under 
varying conditions, at least quarterly on each shift.  The staff is familiar with 
procedures and is aware that drills are part of established routine.  
Responsibility for planning and conducting drills is assigned only to competent 
persons who are qualified to exercise leadership.  Where drills are conducted 
between 9:00 PM and 6:00 AM a coded announcement may be used instead of 
audible alarms. 18.7.1.2, 19.7.1.2 



Where required by section 19.1.6, Health care facilities shall be 
protected throughout by an approved, supervised automatic sprinkler 
system in accordance with section 9.7.  Required sprinkler systems are 
equipped with water flow and tamper switches which are electrically 
interconnected to the building fire alarm.  In Type I and II construction, 
alternative protection measures shall be permitted to be substituted 
for sprinkler protection in specific areas where State or local 
regulations prohibit sprinklers.  19.3.5, 19.3.5.1, NFPA 13 



Doors in smoke barriers have at least a 20 minute fire protection 
rating or are at least 1¾ inch thick solid bonded core wood.  Non-
rated protective plates that do not exceed 48 inches from the bottom 
of the door are permitted.  Horizontal sliding doors comply with 
7.2.1.14.  Doors shall be self-closing or automatic-closing in 
accordance with 19.2.2.2.6. Swinging doors are not required to swing 
with egress and positive latching is not required.  19.3.7.5, 19.3.7.6, 
19.3.7.7 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCI2qlMzZ3ccCFckbHgod7FoL_A&url=http://idighardware.com/2010/01/survey-q4-what-are-some-of-the-rules-regarding-fire-doors/&psig=AFQjCNEeyd_vVMngyKm3GFjpQSnCjkDSBA&ust=1441467036260157


Emergency lighting of at least 1½ hour duration is provided in 
accordance with 7.9. 18.2.9.1, 19.2.9.1. 



 
With the adoption of the 2012 NFPA 101 by 





Non-continuous <6 inches  that are above handrail height 
Wheeled equipment 
Maintains 60 inches clear 
Fire safety plan addresses relocation in an emergency 
Equipment limited to carts, emergency medical equipment and 
lift/transport equipment 
 



Seating 
Corridor 8 foot minimum width 
Fixed in place 
Maintain 6 foot clear width 
One side of corridor only 
50 sq. ft. area maximums separated by 10 foot minimum 
Smoke detection or direct visual supervision 

 



Soiled linen with <64 gal. are not hazardous areas Converted 
Hazardous Areas (43.7.1.2) 
Meet requirements for existing 
Under 250 sq. ft. 
Fully sprinklered building 
Smoke resisting separation with self-closing door 
 



Serve maximum of 30 beds, single smoke compartment 
Hood over cooking surfaces 
Suppression system and fire extinguisher 
No deep-fat frying 
Disconnecting switch 
Suppressed smoke compartment 
Photoelectric smoke detectors (2) at 20 feet from hood 
Not required if separated from corridor 
 



Aerosol limited to 18 oz. 
One dispenser per room doesn’t count toward total 
Ignition source 
Not above 
Not within 1 inch horizontally 
At least 1 inch below 
 



Direct-Vent Gas Fireplaces 
Not in a patient sleeping room 
Smoke compartment fully sprinklered with quick response or 
residential sprinklers 
Sealed glass front 
Locked controls 
Electrically supervised carbon monoxide detector in the room 
 



Solid-Fuel Fireplaces 
1 hour separation from patient sleeping areas 
Enclosure “guaranteed” not to break up to 650F 
Electrically supervised carbon monoxide detector in the room 
 



Now permitted to have “photographs,  
paintings, and other art” attached to walls,  
ceilings, or non-rated doors 
No interference with door operation 
Not exceeding 20% of wall area for 
 non-sprinklered 
Not exceeding 30% for space with  
sprinklered smoke compartment 
Not exceeding 50% for resident rooms  
(less than 4) with sprinklered smoke  
compartment 
 





Now permits electronic monitoring of fire extinguishers 
Takes the place of monthly inspections 
 



Canopies do not require sprinklers based on the following: 
Non-combustible construction materials with no storage 
2 feet width if combustibles are stored below 
Non-combustible finishes with the concealed combustible 
space protected by sprinklers or: 
Concealed space filled with non-combustible insulation 
Concealed space is <160 cu. ft. and remaining attic is 
sprinklered 
Canopies under 55 sq. ft. 
8.15.7 
 



Sprinkler Impairments (15.5.2) 
Limits changed to 10 hours within a 24-hour period 
 
 



Fire Damper Inspection (19.4) 
1 year after installation 
Every 4 years 
Combination smoke/fire dampers with fusible links 
NFPA 105 has same requirements 
 



Specific gravity tested monthly (8.3.7.1) 
Option to use conductance testing of battery 
Spark-ignited generator sets (8.4.2.4) 
30 minute run time or water and oil temp stabilize 
3 year load test (8.4.9) 
 
 



 

For More Information 
 

Health Facilities Engineering Section 
Bureau of Community and Health Systems 

State of Michigan - LARA 
 

John Hanes 
Fire Safety Inspector - hanesj@michigan.gov  

 

 

mailto:hanesj@michigan.gov


Fire Safety Requirements for 
Holiday Decorations 

December 8, 2015 

Jeff Tody LARA/Bureau of Community 
Health Systems. 

Originally developed by Jim Ellinbas BFS  



Learning Goals 

 Review the CMS K-tags and code 
language related to holiday decorations 

 Discuss options to provide for both holiday 
decorations and code compliance (One 
Vision clarifications) 

 Discuss photos of decorations found 
during surveys  
 
 



Fire Safety K-72 

 “Means of egress shall be continuously 
maintained free of all obstructions or 
impediments to full instant use in the case 
of fire or other emergency.  No 
furnishings, decorations, or other objects 
shall obstruct exits, access thereto, egress 
there from, or visibility thereof shall be in 
accordance with 7.1.10” 



Fire Safety K-73 

 “No furnishings or decorations of highly 
flammable character shall be used.  
18.7.5.2, 18.7.5.3, 18.7.5.4, 19.7.5.2, 
19.7.5.3, 19.7.5.4” 



Fire Safety K-73 

 18/19.7.5.2 – Upholstered furniture 
 18/19.7.5.3 – Mattresses 
 18/19.7.5.4 – “Combustible decorations 

shall be prohibited in any health care 
occupancy unless they are flame-retardant. 
– Exception: Combustible decorations, such as 

photographs and paintings, in such limited 
quantities that a hazard of fire development or 
spread is not present. 



Fire Safety K-74 

 “Draperies, curtains, including cubicle 
curtains, and other loosely hanging fabrics 
and films serving as furnishings or 
decorations in health care occupancies 
shall be in accordance with the provisions 
of 10.3.1…” 



One Vision 





9 



DLEG/BFS 
10 



DLEG/BFS 
11 



DLEG/BFS 
12 



Observed Deficiencies 





Fire Safety K-72 & K-73 







Fire Safety K-73 & K-74 





Fire Safety K-73 & K-74 



Fire Safety K-72, K-73 & K-74 







Other Potential K-Tags 

 Decorations that block the means of egress 
(K-38 and K-39) 

 Decorations blocking fire extinguishers 
(K-64) 

 Decorations hanging from sprinkler heads 
or piping (K-62) 

 Improper electrical wiring or devices (K-
147) 
 



25 

Questions? 
 
Comments? 
 
Complaints? 
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