


  
Libraries Without Walls 2019
Opening Doors to the Future…

Speaker Bios

[bookmark: _Hlk10011226]Paul Ponchillia, Keynote Speaker:
Paul Ponchillia is Distinguished Professor Emeritus and Chairperson of Blindness and Low Vision Studies at Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo. He is also Principle Investigator at Sendero Group, a company developing Accessible Wayfinding for people with visual impairments. 

Dr. Ponchillia has published widely in the field of blindness and low vision studies and made presentations on the topics of indoor navigation, GPS usability, rehabilitation outcomes, orientation & mobility, wayfinding, art, physical education, and sports. He earned his Master of Arts in Blind Rehabilitation from Western Michigan University and his PhD in Plant Pathology from Iowa State University.

Dr. Ponchillia was awarded the Warren Bledsoe Award by the Association for the Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired (AER) for his writing on the topic in 2000 and 2016. AER also recognized his work with the David and Joanne Search Lifetime Achievement Award in 2007. He serves as the president of the Michigan Foundation for the Blind and Visually Impaired and has been active in the development of sports education camps for children with visual impairments. 

Kellie Blackwell:
Kellie Blackwell, MA, CRC has worked for Disability Network Capitol Area for 10 years and currently is the program manager for community engagement. Kellie has been a user of screen reader technology and has used assistive technology for more than 20 years.   Combined with her professional training as a rehabilitation counselor, Kellie has a passion for access, advocacy, and their positive impact on the individual. She is also a proud graduate of Michigan State University. Go Green!

Earle Harrison: 
Earle Harrison is the Regional Manager for HIMS Inc., a global manufacturer and distributer of braille, magnification and accessible healthcare devices. He has worked in the assistive technology industry for 30 years with experience at Freedom Scientific and his own company, Triumph Technology. Harrison continues to enjoy his work providing sophisticated blindness technology solutions while being an advocate for braille literacy.

Pat Love-Sypho:
Pat Love-Sypho is a Special Education Consultant at the Michigan Department of Education, Low Incidence Outreach (MDE-LIO). She started her career as a teacher of the visually impaired in 1985 and has taught for many years. She currently coordinates the technology, technical assistance, social skills, and health education teams and assists with the independent living skills and braille instruction teams. Pat has developed curricula and other materials for teachers and students who are blind or visually impaired and has presented professional development courses and workshops for teachers, paraprofessionals, parents, and students with visual impairments.

J. J. Meddaugh: 
J.J. Meddaugh is an experienced technology specialist, consultant, and user. He is also the president of AT Guys, an accessible technology sales and services company. A graduate of Western Michigan University, he currently administers several technology projects, including the popular BlindBargains.com website, a well-respected source for technology news and information.

James R. Nuttall:
James Nuttall received his PhD in Psychology in 1981 from Michigan State University. He worked at the State of Michigan Department of Education for 30 years in the Special Education Unit. With several visual, physical, and reading disabilities, Dr. Nuttall uses a variety of assistive technologies and devices to learn, work, and play. He loves technology! 

Aliza Olenick: 
Aliza is the Midwest Regional Sales Manager for OrCam technologies.

Nancy Ozinga: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nancy Ozinga is a retired Teacher Consultant for students who are blind or visually impaired. She received her master’s degrees from Western Michigan University in 2007 with a focus on Teaching Children with Visual Impairments and in 2008 with an emphasis on Orientation and Mobility for Children.  Ms. Ozinga worked for Wyoming Public Schools and Kent Intermediate School District for 18 years before her retirement in 2018. Throughout her career she received several awards and recognitions including, “Teacher Consultant of the Year,” from Michigan Parents of Children with Visual Impairments, and “Vision in Action Award,” from the Grand Rapids Lions Club. Ms. Ozinga has been a member of the Michigan Department of Education - Low Incidence Outreach Technology Team for 10 years and continues to contribute to the development of her specialty by organizing and teaching classes for the State of Michigan. 

Caitlin Snyder:
Caitlyn Snyder is a Blind Rehabilitation Instructor at the Bureau of Services for Blind Persons Training Center, primarily in the skill area of assistive technology.  She earned her master’s degree in Vision Rehabilitation Therapy from Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo.

Jim Sullivan: 
Jim Sullivan has been working in vision rehabilitation for over 20 years and is currently an Account Manager with HumanWare, a global leader in the development of assistive technology for individuals who are blind and visually impaired. He earned his Master of Education in Rehabilitation Counseling from Kent State University and Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from Youngstown State University in Ohio.

Joe Todd:
Joe Todd is a Certified Vision Rehabilitation Therapist.  His education includes an Applied Arts and Sciences degree in Respiratory Therapy and a Bachelor’s degree from Dallas Baptist University, a Doctor of Chiropractic degree and a Master of Arts in Vision Rehabilitation Therapy from Western Michigan University.  Dr. Todd provides assessments and training in accessible technology for the Michigan Bureau of Services for Blind Persons and the Michigan Department of Education, Low Incidence Outreach program. His experience ranges from refreshable Braille displays to digital players and iOS devices. He also provides instruction in various magnification programs and screen readers for the PC and Mac computers.

Bridgid Turner: 
Bridgid Turner is a Reader Advisor and Adaptive Technology Librarian at the Braille and Talking Book Library. She holds a Bachelor’s degrees in History and Criminal Justice as well as a secondary teaching certificate from Saginaw Valley State University. She earned her Master of Library and Information Science degree from Wayne State University in Detroit.



