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The information contained here may change as new epidemic orders are issued.  Please check here for updates 
or visit the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services' Epidemic Order website at: 

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_98455-533660--,00.html. 
 
Pursuant to the epidemic order issued on October 9, 2020 by the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, 
titled "Gathering Prohibition and Face Covering Order" (click here to read the order), licensed businesses in Michigan must 
follow the occupancy and face covering requirements described in the order: 

• Face coverings are required at licensed businesses, such as stores, restaurants, bars, hotels, tasting 
rooms, clubs, and events hosted by nonprofit organizations with a Special License. 

• Retail Stores - Reduced occupancy of 50% of the posted occupancy limit for licensed retail store businesses that 
sell alcoholic liquor for consumption off the premises, such as convenience stores, grocery stores, liquor stores, 
and gas stations. 

• Food Service Establishments - For licensed food service establishment businesses that sell alcoholic liquor for 
consumption on the premises, such as restaurants, bars, hotels, tasting rooms, and clubs: 
o Reduced occupancy of 50% of the posted seating capacity limit. 
o Must maintain at least 6 feet of distance between parties. 
o Must prohibit gathering in indoor common areas in which people can congregate, dance, or mingle. 
o Must only sell and serve alcoholic beverages indoors to parties that are seated and separated from one another 

by at least six feet, and do not intermingle. 

• For nonprofit organizations hosting an event with a Special License: 
o Except in Region 6*, indoor events between 10 and 500 people must limit attendance to 20% of the posted 

seating capacity for fixed seating or 20 persons per 1,000 square feet of each occupied room without fixed 
seating.  In Region 6*, indoor events between 10 and 500 people must limit attendance to 25% of the posted 
seating capacity for fixed seating or 25 persons per 1,000 square feet of each occupied room without fixed 
seating. 

o Outdoor events up to 100 persons do not require any occupancy limitations but require that each person at the 
gathering wears a face covering unless otherwise exempted by the Order.  Outdoor events between 100 and 
1,000 persons must limit attendance to 30% of posted seating capacity for fixed seating or 30 persons per 1,000 
square feet without fixed seating and require that each person at the gathering wears a face covering unless 
otherwise exempted by the Order. 

Click here for a fact sheet from the MDHHS explaining the October 9, 2020 epidemic order. 
Click here for a one-page infographic sheet from the MDHHS explaining the October 9, 2020 epidemic order. 
 
*Region 6 is comprised of the following counties: Alpena, Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Crawford, Emmet, Grand 
Traverse, Kalkaska, Manistee, Missaukee, Montmorency, Otsego, Presque Isle, Roscommon, and Wexford. 
 
 
Local Health Department Orders 
Please note that local health departments may also have their own Coronavirus-related order in place.  Licensees should 
contact the health department that covers the area where they are located to confirm if additional restrictions have been 
ordered at the local level.  A list of contact information for local health departments may be found on the MDHHS website 
by clicking here. 
 

 
1. How do I add an outdoor service area for my licensed business? 

• On-premises retailers (Class C, Tavern, A-Hotel, B-Hotel, Club, G-1, and G-2 licenses) and manufacturers with 
On-Premises Tasting Room Permits, Off-Premises Tasting Room Licenses, or Joint Off-Premises Tasting 
Room Licenses may apply for permission for an outdoor service area using one of the forms listed below. 
 

• The outdoor service area must be well defined and clearly marked.  You will need to submit a diagram with 
exact measurements with your application to show the boundaries of the outdoor service area.  You will also 
need to describe the barriers that will be used along the boundaries of the area.  An outdoor service area must 
comply with all state and local building, health, and zoning laws. 

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_98455-533660--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_98455-541962--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/MDHHS_Epidemic_Order_Oct._9_FINAL_704767_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/Epidemic_Order_1-page_Oct._9_FINAL_704765_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73970_5461_74040---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73970_5461_74040---,00.html
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Form Name & Number Form Description 

2020 Limited Permanent 
Outdoor Service Permission 

Application (LCC-204a) 

Use this application to apply for a new limited term outdoor service area through the 
spring, summer, and fall seasons of 2020 only, expiring on November 30, 2020. 

• The outdoor service area cannot be utilized until places of public 
accommodation are allowed to reopen for service of alcohol to customers 
for consumption on the premises under a future Executive Order.  

• The outdoor service area must comply with reduced occupancy and social 
distancing requirements under Executive Orders, local county health 
department orders, and local ordinances related to the Coronavirus (Covid-
19) pandemic.  

• If the outdoor service area will be located on municipal property, such as a 
city sidewalk, the licensee must submit written approval from the local 
governmental unit authorizing the use of the municipal property.  

• The limited permanent outdoor service permission will be valid throughout 
the spring, summer, and fall season, expiring on November 30, 2020.  

• The outdoor service area must be in the same local governmental unit as 
the licensed premises.  

• The outdoor service area must be no more than 25 feet from the licensed 
premises.  

• The outdoor service area must not be separated from the license premises 
by a public street or road.  

• The outdoor service area must not exceed 20,000 square feet in total 
space.  

• The outdoor service area is not located on a balcony or rooftop. 

2020 Limited Permanent 
Outdoor Service Conversion 

Application (LCC-204b) 

Use this form to convert an approved 2020 Limited Permanent Outdoor Service 
area into a regular Permanent Outdoor Service area.  The approved dimensions for 
the 2020 Limited Permanent Outdoor Service area will be used for the regular 
Permanent Outdoor Service area. 

Outdoor Service Permanent 
Permission Application (LCC-

204) 

Use this form to apply for: 

• A new outdoor service area that does not meet the requirements for a 2020 
limited permanent outdoor service area described above. 

• A new outdoor service area that will be utilized past the 2020 spring, 
summer, and fall seasons. 

• To increase the size of an existing approved outdoor service area. 

Temporary Authorization 
Application (LCC-206)  

Use this form to apply for a one-day temporary outdoor service area.  You may 
apply for up to 12 one-day temporary outdoor service areas in a calendar year. 

 

2. Do I need approval from my local governmental unit to apply for an outdoor service area? 

• An outdoor service area on private property does not require local approval for the Commission to approve an 
application.  However, all portions of the licensed premises, including outdoor service areas, must comply with 
all state and local building, plumbing, zoning, sanitation, and health laws, rules, and ordinances, so it is 
important that you contact your local unit of government to ensure you are complying with any local ordinances 
regarding outdoor service areas. 
 

• An outdoor service area on public property, such as a sidewalk or closed street, requires local approval for the 
Commission to approve an application.  This can be a resolution passed by the local legislative body or a local 
use permit issued by the governmental unit.  Governmental units have different procedures, so it is important 
that you contact your local governmental unit for what it might require. 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LCC-204a_690515_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LCC-204a_690515_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LCC-204a_690515_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/lcc204b_700905_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/lcc204b_700905_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/lcc204b_700905_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/Outdoor_Service_Permanant_Permission_Application_LCC-204_510540_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/Outdoor_Service_Permanant_Permission_Application_LCC-204_510540_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/Outdoor_Service_Permanant_Permission_Application_LCC-204_510540_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/Temporary_Authorization_Application_LCC-206_510542_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/Temporary_Authorization_Application_LCC-206_510542_7.pdf


MICHIGAN LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION 
REOPENING FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

   
 

3 

 
 

3. My town has shut down the street on which several licensees have businesses so that we can have outdoor 
service areas for our bars and restaurants.  What do we need to do to be approved? 

• Each licensee would need to apply for an outdoor service area using one of the forms listed in question #1 
above. 
 

• Each licensee would need to provide documentation showing it has approval from the local unit of government 
as described in question #1 above. 

 

• Each licensee would need to have its own dedicated outdoor service area and have exclusive control over that 
area.  Licensees cannot share outdoor service areas and alcohol sold in one licensee’s outdoor service area 
cannot be sold, served, or consumed in another licensee’s outdoor service area. 

 
 

4. My town has established a Social District and my licensed on-premises business is contiguous to the Social 
District.  How do I obtain a Social District Permit? 

• Click here for information on how to apply for a Social District Permit that was created under Public Act 124 of 
2020 if your local governmental unit has established a Social District in your community. 

 
 

5. I want to set up a bar to serve customers in my outdoor service area, do I need approval for that? 

• Only Class C and B-Hotel licensees require additional approval for more than one bar.  Tavern, A-Hotel, Club, 
G-1, and G-2 licenses and  manufacturers with On-Premises Tasting Room Permits, Off-Premises Tasting 
Room Licenses, or Joint Off-Premises Tasting Room Licenses may set up an additional bar in an outdoor 
service area without approval from the Commission. 
 

• Class C and B-Hotel licensees must be approved for an Additional Bar, which costs $350.00 each year.  A 
licensee may hold multiple Additional Bars to be utilized throughout the licensed premises. 
 

• Class C and B-Hotel licensees may apply for a new Additional Bar using the New Additional Bar Application 
(LCC-115). 

 
 

6. My entire golf course is approved for outdoor service and I want to have beverage carts to serve golfers.  
Do I need any special approval for those? 

• Mobile beverage carts on golf courses are treated like the Additional Bars mentioned in question #5 above. 
 

• If the golf course has a Class C or B-Hotel license, then each cart utilized to sell and serve alcoholic beverages 
to golfers in the outdoor service area would need to be approved for an Additional Bar.  To apply for Additional 
Bars for beverage carts use the New Additional Bar Application (LCC-115). 

 
 

7. I placed my license into escrow, how do I request to reactivate it? 

• Complete the Request to Release License From Escrow (LCC-108a) and email the form to 
MLCCEscrow@michigan.gov. 

 
 

8. I have an on-premises retailer license and would like to sell beer and wine to go in its original container.  
Can I do that? 

• On-premises retailers must be issued a Specially Designated Merchant (SDM) license to be able to sell beer 
and wine in the original, unopened container to go.  On-premises retailers must also hold an SDM license to be 
able to sell growlers of beer. 
 

• The following on-premises retailers may be issued an SDM license: 

https://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-89334_10570_90824-533429--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LCC-115_690295_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LCC-115_690295_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LCC-115_690295_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LCC-108a_690514_7.pdf
mailto:MLCCEscrow@michigan.gov
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/growlers_598808_7.pdf
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▪ Class C license 
▪ Tavern license 
▪ A-Hotel license 
▪ B-Hotel license 
▪ Club license (may only sell beer and wine to go under SDM license to its bona fide members) 
▪ G-1 license (may only sell beer and wine to go under SDM license to its bona fide members) 
▪ G-2 license (may only sell beer and wine to go under SDM license to its bona fide members) 
 

• On-premises retailers may apply for a new SDM license using the New On-Premises SDM Application (LCC-
114). 

 
 

9. I have a Class C license and would like to sell spirits and mixed drinks to go.  Can I do that? 

• Effective July 1, 2020, on-premises retailer licensees and manufacturers with approved tasting rooms may sell 
alcoholic liquor (beer, wine, spirits, and mixed drinks) to go that has been placed in a sealable, qualified 
containers that is not the original container for the alcohol.  They may also deliver the qualified containers to 
customers at home.  Please click here for a detailed explanation of how to sell alcoholic liquor to go.  The sale 
and delivery of alcoholic liquor in its original container is not allowed under this new law (see #10 below for 
details on the licensees that may sell and deliver alcoholic liquor in its original container). 

 
 

10. Can I deliver alcohol to customers at their home? 

• Retailer licensees that hold Specially Designated Merchant (SDM) licenses may deliver beer and wine in the 
original, unopened container to customers at their homes or designated locations in compliance with MCL 
436.1203(12): 
▪ The beer or wine is delivered by the SDM licensee’s own employees. 
▪ The SDM licensee or its employee who delivers the beer or wine verifies that the individual accepting 

delivery is at least 21 years of age. 
▪ If the SDM licensee or its employee intends to provide service to consumers, the SDM licensee or its 

employee providing the service has received alcohol server training through a server training program 
approved by the Commission. 
 

• Off-premises retailer licensees with Specially Designated Distributor (SDD) licenses may deliver spirits and 
mixed spirit drink products in the original, unopened container to customers at their homes or designated 
locations in compliance with MCL 436.1203(14): 
▪ The spirits are delivered by the retailer's own employees. 
▪ The retailer or its employee who delivers the spirits verifies that the individual accepting delivery is at least 

21 years of age. 
▪ If the retailer or its employee intends to provide service to consumers, the retailer or its employee providing 

the service has received alcohol server training through a server training program approved by the 
Commission. 

 

• Licensees with Brewpub or Micro Brewer licenses may deliver beer the licensee manufactured to customers at 
their homes or designated locations in compliance with MCL 436.1203(12): 
▪ The beer is delivered by the Brewpub's or Micro Brewer's own employees. 
▪ The Brewpub or Micro Brewer or its employee who delivers the beer verifies that the individual accepting 

delivery is at least 21 years of age. 
▪ If the Brewpub or Micro Brewer or its employee intends to provide service to consumers, the Brewpub or 

Micro Brewer or its employee providing the service has received alcohol server training through a server 
training program approved by the Commission. 
 

• A Wine Maker or Small Wine Maker licensee that holds a Direct Shipper license may deliver wine to customers 
at their home if the licensee complies with the conditions of MCL 436.1203(4). 
 

• Third Party Facilitator Service licensees may deliver beer, wine, or spirits on behalf of SDD and SDM licensees 
to customers at their homes or designated locations in compliance with MCL 436.1203(15) and (16): 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LCC-114_690296_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LCC-114_690296_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/alcohol_to_go_695532_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/cis/LC-MW102-DirectShipper-Requirements_179509_7.pdf
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▪ If the Third Party Facilitator Service licensees delivers beer, wine, or spirits, the third party facilitator service 
verifies that the individual accepting the delivery of the beer, wine, or spirits is at least 21 years of age. 

▪ The retailer or consumer pays the fees associated with deliveries. 
▪ The Third Party Facilitator Service licensees offers services for all brands available at the SDD or SDM 

licensed location. 
 
 

11. If I am open for only takeout do I need to maintain liquor liability insurance? 

• Yes. If your business is still open for takeout and/or delivery, you must continue to maintain liquor liability 
insurance, pursuant to MCL 436.1803. 

 
 

12. I have an on-premises retailer license with a Specially Designated Merchant license (SDM) license and I sell 
beer and wine for takeout.  Can I place my on-premises license into escrow and only use the SDM license? 

• No. The SDM license has been issued in conjunction with your on-premises retailer license and cannot be 
used or licensed independently from your on-premises license.  You must keep both licenses active to 
continue to sell beer and wine to customers for takeout under your SDM license. 

 
 

13. May a Wholesaler licensee go into bars and restaurants now and exchange expired product for new to 
prepare for opening and sanitizing? 

• Yes.  Businesses may begin the preparatory work needed before reopening to the public.  Wholesalers may 
pick-up beer or wine from retailers pursuant to MCL 436.1609c. 

 
 

14. May vendors go into bars and restaurants now and clean beer lines to prep for opening and sanitizing? 

• Yes.  Businesses may begin the preparatory work needed before reopening to the public.  
 
 

15. What is the process for handling kegs of beer at retailer locations that have gone out of date during the 
Stay Home Stay Safe Executive Orders? 

• Wholesaler licensees may pick-up out-of-date kegs of beer from retailers pursuant to MCL 436.1609c.  The 
out-of-date kegs shall be returned to their respective brewery or Outstate Seller of Beer licensee.  The costs of 
returning the kegs shall be handled in the same manner that was being utilized by each brewer or outstate 
seller of beer and their respective wholesaler prior to the issuance of EO 2020-21.  The brewery or Outstate 
Seller of Beer licensee shall be responsible for decanting of the kegs.  Wholesalers shall not participate in 
decanting of kegs as that would violate MCL 436.1609. 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flegislature.mi.gov%2Fdoc.aspx%3Fmcl-436-1609c&data=02%7C01%7CMarvinD%40michigan.gov%7C21d88652ecdd4006d5af08d7dd65c619%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637221301486589667&sdata=aQo7e4QG18tThtDo1vHCTPTLuZCXWazoA2vCjDMORi4%3D&reserved=0
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-436-1609c
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-436-1609c

