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MEMBERS PRESENT

John McNamara, Chair, IN Commissioner
David Mostrom, Vice Chair, Ml Commissioner
Brad Cramer, IN Commissioner

Anthony Hendricks, IN Commissioner

John Kamer, Ml Commissioner

Chris Marbach, Ml Commissioner

Rex Pranger, IN Commissioner

Michael Ruff, IN Commissioner

MEMBERS ABSENT
Edward Reed, MI Commissioner
Michael Lodzinski, Ml Commissioner

STATE OF MICHIGAN PERSONNEL ATTENDING
Mr. Chris Beland, Director, Office of Land Survey and Remonumentation
Mrs. Toni Nelson, Secretary, Office of Land Survey and Remonumentation

1. CALLTO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

Chairperson John McNamara called the meeting to order at approximately 11:00 a.m. A
guorum was determined present at that time.

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
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A MOTION was made by Commissioner Marbach and SECONDED by Commissioner
Mostrom to approve the agenda. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Pranger and SECONDED by Commissioner Kamer to
approve the Minutes from the May 12, 2015 IN-MI Boundary Line Commission Meeting.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Chris Beland introduced Toni Nelson as his new assistant.

4. BUSINESS
a. Discuss responses to RFPs posted by LaPorte County and St. Joseph County, IN
Commissioner Hendricks stated he believes everyone has seen the proposals from
Abonmarche, State Line Group and DLZ. Their proposals, to survey and monument the state
line within LaPorte County’s boundaries ranged from $4,800 to $5,500, per monument. He
continued that the estimates came in a lot lower than anticipated.
Chairman McNamara stated they took proposals from the same three groups to survey and
monument the state line within St. Joseph County’s (Indiana) boundaries and they came back

at $4,200 to $4,500, per monument.

Based on the estimates received it is approximated that the project would be about $800,000
to do the entire state line.

Commissioner Hendricks asked if this Commission should make an official resolution asking
for the reinstatement of Indiana’s funds based on these numbers.

Commissioner Marbach informed the Commission that he was of the understanding that
Indiana’s Budget Director has the authority to put the $200,000 back in the budget but that
the remaining $300,000 would have to be appropriated by the general assembly.

Commissioner McNamara asked if this scenario is acceptable to Michigan.

Mr. Beland stated that Michigan still has its original $200,000 appropriation available and has
the authority to obtain up to $300,000 more.

Mr. Beland continued that one of the biggest problems he has to try to resolve are the issues
with trying to split the procurement of services between the two States. That it might be
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easier to manage the contracts for services at the county level. That though the laws say the
Commission is to work with the respective departments in each state to procure professional
services that there might be a way to have the counties contract for work but the Commission
maintain its oversight and authority for the overall project. Moreover, if specific state line
money was not available the counties could work on the project using county funds and show
progress. However, if the project ended up being completed fully at the county level with
county funds it would most likely take longer than the current 2018 deadline.

Chairman McNamara inquired as to what their main role and responsibilities are as
Commissioners to move the project forward. What do they specifically have to do?

Commissioner Ruff stated he perceived their role is to oversee the project, resolve
controversies regarding line/posts locations and in general to get the project done.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Hendricks, on behalf of the State Line Commission, to
ask Indiana to reinstate the $200,000 funding and appropriate an additional of $300,000 to
finish the project, SECONDED by Commissioner Pranger. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

It was determined that a formal letter should be written, signed by the Chairman McNamara,
noting the Commissions formal decision to ask Indiana to reinstate the $200,000 funding and
appropriate an additional $300,000 to finish the project.

Commissioner Hendricks commented that he foresees the Commission as having the final say
of the work. The ones responsible to take the work, however they get it and regardless of
who pays, and file the reports with the legislatures and ask for approval of the state line, as
the Commission has determined it.

Mr. Beland stated that is what he believes is the intent of the law, that this Commission is the
group to evaluate the data, compile the reports, and make a recommendation to the
legislatures. He believes that is this Commission’s overall goal. That it should not matter who
does what as long as this Commission submits the reports and recommendations and stands
behind that information.

One concern Mr. Beland noted was that he did not believe that the proposals clearly
addressed surveying the line and that the final products will have to have a detailed report on
the line and not just the posts.

Another concern expressed by Mr. Beland is the possibility of title questions arising from the
survey and that those items should be reported on in detail.
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b. Budget discussion/options.

Mr. Beland stated that if the Michigan counties wanted they could start using their State
Survey and Remonumentation grant money to get started with work on the state line.

Chairman McNamara stated that Commissioner Hendricks and he could get started with work
using county funds but that as the project progressed eastward those Indiana counties do not
have the funds to complete the project on their own.

Mr. Beland commented that if this project ends up being handled at the county level with
county funds that it will extend the timeframe. The question becomes, if the counties in Ml
are going to be willing to use their State Survey and Remonumentation grant money to
support this and to what extent.

Mr. Beland informed the Commission that the current $200,000 appropriation might be able
to be distributed to the counties as supplemental money specifically for work on the IN-MI
state line project. And that he would have a discussion with LARA’s financial officer on this
matter.

Commissioner Hendricks stated that he believed there were mechanisms in place where if the
State of Indiana designated money for the project and the counties were responsible for
completing the work they could petition the state for project specific funding.

Mr. Beland recapped: The Commission write a letter to the State of Indiana Budget Director
and request $500,000, which is a reinstatement of $200,000 that was left out of this budget,
plus an additional $300,000. That he would follow up with LARA’s finance officer and inquire
on the ability to distribute the state line money to the counties, similar to how Michigan’s
State Survey and Remonumentation program is administered.

c. Review of remaining 2015 meeting dates.

Confirmed meeting on November 10, 2015 at 11:00 to discuss progress or roadblocks.

5. PusLic COMMENT

None
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6. ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner Hendricks made a MOTION to adjourn, SECONDED by Commissioner
Pranger. Chairperson McNamara adjourned meeting at 12:10 p.m.

APPROVED:

John R. McNamara, P.E., P.S., Chairperson Date
Indiana-Michigan Boundary Line Commission



