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Our planning commission and village council have been working 
diligently to complete the necessary steps to become a city. Jonesville 
is a thriving, vibrant and progressive community. There are many 
citizens involved in groups within the village working on 
beautification plans/projects to make Jonesville increasingly more 
attractive.We have a state of the art fire dept., police dept. and 
waste-water treatment facility as well as a dept. of public works that 
does an incredible job..Citihood is the next step in what has been a 
series of very positive accomplishments in Jonesville. We have a great 
school system and a thriving and expanding industrial park as well as 
several outside interests wishing to invest in the future of Jonesville 
Our village staff, village manager and our village council work well 
together to help make Jonesville a community that people take pride in 
being a resident of. We appreciated the commission being at our public 
hearing for  the proposed boundaries that we submitted in our 
application. It is our hope that the commission looks favorably on 
these boundaries. The open hearing was conducted in a professional 
manner and gave an opportunity to those present who had concerns to 
voice their views in an open forum. I am excited to be a part of 
deciding Jonesville's future development as a potential city. We are 
more than ready to meet these challenges! We have strong leadership in 
Jonesville. I am 100% behind our plans for citihood and look forward to 
the continued progress of JOnesville. Thanks again for the commission's 
involvement in our steps to become a city.  
Andy Penrose, Joesville councilman, 209 Franklin St. Jonesville, MI 
49250 phone: 517-320-2434 e-mail: andypenrose@sbcglobal.net 
 
 













Bryan M. Playford 
3060 Jonesville Rd. 
Jonesville, MI 49250 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen of the State Boundary Commission: 
 
First of all, I would like to thank you for taking the time to listen to our comments and take them 
into consideration on October 17, 2012.  As the Village of Jonesville continues to work towards 
becoming a city, I want to again reiterate the many reasons that I oppose altering the proposed 
boundaries that were submitted for consideration by the Jonesville Village Council.  As you 
know, the Village of Jonesville has submitted for your review the exact boundaries for the 
proposed city that currently are designated locally as the boundaries for the Village of Jonesville.  
My understanding is that the reason for the possible change by the State Boundary Commission 
is that the State of Michigan has a different set of boundaries on record for the Village of 
Jonesville than what the local government has.  How this could have occurred seems to be 
unknown at this time and creates quite a dilemma for us all.   
 
I have lived in the Jonesville area for 36 of the 37 years of my life.  25 of those years I have lived 
inside the Jonesville Village limits.  I am the 4th generation of my family to live in Jonesville and 
own a family business in the downtown area.  Jonesville is obviously a very special place to my 
family and me.  In 2006, my wife and I decided we wanted to build a house in Jonesville.  At the 
time, we were living in Allen, Michigan, which is about 3 miles west of the Jonesville Village 
limits.  As a realtor, my wife knows the importance of location when making such a decision.  
Therefore we looked for several months to find the “perfect” piece of land to build our “dream 
home” on.  Finally, we found a parcel of land that was exactly what we wanted; a country setting 
only a very small distance from the village limits.  We purchased the land, which we were 
informed was outside the Village of Jonesville limits, and began building our home in 2007.  We 
finally moved into our home in February of 2008 and have been thrilled with our location ever 
since.  Our land is bordered by a large section of woods with the St. Joseph River running 
through it that can be seen from our back patio (East), a corn field to the South, and hay fields to 
the West and North (please see attached pictures).  We see an abundance of wild life on a daily 
basis; turkeys, deer, coyotes, and many others.  There is room for our animals and our kids to run 
and play, room for our family to enjoy riding our quad, shooting our bows and guns, hunting and 
many other outdoor activities that we enjoy.  Again, we are able to enjoy the aspects of our life 
because we intentionally purchased land to build our home on that was outside the village limits.  
Had we been informed that this land was within the village, we absolutely, without a doubt, 
would not have purchased it to build our home on.  Moving our home and property into the city 
now would have serious consequences for my family.  First of all, the higher tax rate alone 
would have a devastating effect for us financially.  Again, one of the reasons for building where 
we did was to build “more house” knowing that we were outside the village limits and would 
have a lower property tax rate.  If we are moved into the city, I honestly fear that we may not be 
able to continue living here.  Obviously, this would set us back and I would certainly feel duped 
having been informed that our property was outside the village limits as is recorded by the 
Village of Jonesville and the County of Hillsdale.  Aside from the financial burden this would 
put on my family, we would also lose many of the other benefits this location provides.  Should 
the boundaries be amended and my property included in the city, we would no longer be able to 



shoot our bows and guns or hunt our property.  We thoroughly enjoy the right to enjoy these 
activities where we live and with the abundance of wildlife, we have been very successful.  This 
land and the surrounding area hold some trophy whitetail deer that I, and many of my neighbors, 
enjoy hunting. 
 
Another reason that I would prefer to remain outside of the village limits is because there would 
be absolutely no benefit for me regarding city services.  At the time we built our home, we 
obviously paid for a well and septic since our land was outside the village limits.  Already having 
our own water supply and septic, I have no desire to receive city water and sewer.  I’m not sure 
what other possible benefits there could be that the city could provide for me that I do not 
already have in some way, shape or form.  
 
As you take into consideration the many perspectives that have been presented to you by the 
interested parties involved, I just ask that you put yourself in the position of the Wyatt’s, my 
family and the other families whose lives and way of living may be changed drastically should 
the boundaries of Jonesville be modified.  I hope that you seriously consider and understand the 
will of the people who live in the Jonesville area and keep the boundaries as proposed should 
Jonesville become a city as it desires.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Bryan M. Playford 
 
    
 
 









 







Docket #12-I-1 
 
State Boundary Commission 
 I, Gail Guise attended your public hearing, October 
17, 2012.  My property is on the corner of the drive that 
goes back to Troy Wyatts.  I have lived there for 21 years.  
I bought this property because it was in the township, out in 
the country and not in the village. When I bought, there 
was only three homes and that was including mine.  Now 
look at it, because of the surrounding area being in the 
village. Don’t get me wrong, it is a nice neighborhood and 
could not ask for better neighbors, but I don’t feel like I’m 
in the country anymore.  Knowing what two of my 
neighbors pay in taxes because of being in the village, even 
though they have more property than I, it would cause me 
hardship.  I’m a single women and with the economy the 
way it is, I could not afford a large increase in my property 
taxes. 
 
Sincerely, 
Gail Guise  



October 21, 2012 
  
To:  State Boundary Commission 
  
This letter is in follow up from the meeting that was held in Jonesville on October 17, 
2012 regarding the incorporation of the village of Jonesville as a home rule city.  Us, as 
well as several of our neighbors attended this meeting to discuss with the State Boundary 
Commission the new areas that were being considered for incorporation.  The properties 
currently owned by us and our neighbors from what we understand is not currently 
being considered for incorporation.  We were all very relieved to hear this 
information.  We do understand however that if the State Boundary Commission 
so chooses to do so that our properties can be placed into this proposed incorporation.  
This follow up letter is to remind you of the following : 
-We own a substantial amount of this property (approximately 70 acreas) and if this were 
to be placed in the city, our taxes would increase to an amount that we would not be able 
to afford.  We purchased this property for a considerably large amount and have a loan on 
it so if we had an increase in taxes from this being placed in the city, we would have to 
file bankruptcy. 
-When we purchased this property, we knew it was in the township which is what we 
wanted.  We purchased this as an investment, to hunt on, and to farm.  If this was placed 
into the city, we would no longer be able to hunt on the land and would have too many 
regulations for farming it.  We have a family and our kids and us enjoy this property that 
is mostly wooded and has a river running through it.  
-It is of no benefit for us to have our property placed within the city.  We do not require 
any type of city services.  
  
We appreciated your time when we met with all of you this past week and thank you very 
much for listening to us.  We hope that when you rule on the proposed incorporation that 
you will continue to keep our properties out of this and not have it be part of the city. 
  
Thank you,  Troy and Julie Wyatt 
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