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WHAT’S HAPPENING 
 

SGEs Are Here! 
A career in civil service is writhe with acronyms; many of which mark the introduction of a new 
service, process, or policy.  SGE is an acronym that markedly propels the Michigan Voluntary 
Protection Program (MVPP) into the embodiment of continuous improvement.  So, what is an 
SGE?  A Special Government Employee (SGE).   

Federal OSHA established the SGE Program to allow industry employees to work alongside 

OSHA during Voluntary Protection Program (VPP) onsite evaluations. The program benefits 

OSHA by supplementing its VPP onsite evaluation teams, and it gives industry and government 

an opportunity to work together and share professional expertise. Qualified volunteers from VPP 

sites are eligible to participate in the SGE program. After submitting an application and 

completing required training, these volunteers are sworn in as SGEs and are approved to assist 

as VPP onsite evaluation team members.  

MIOSHA’s MVPP will soon be piloting the use of SGEs in the Michigan program. In support of 

this initiative, a training course led by OSHA Region V, VPP Manager Nancy Mugavero, was 

held April 18-20, 2017, and was hosted by DTE Fermi 2 (MVPP Star site) at their facility in 

Monroe, MI. The course included a Michigan-specific session that focused on important Michigan 

policy information as well as information on the differences between the VPP and the MVPP, 

MIOSHA safety and health standards that differ from OSHA’s, and MVPP team member roles 

and responsibilities. The volunteers are approved and funded by their companies to participate 

as onsite evaluation team members. SGEs who wish to participate as an MVPP onsite review 

team member will need to complete both the OSHA and MIOSHA training courses.  

The SGE Program encompasses the spirit of VPP/MVPP – industry, labor, and government 

cooperation. This cooperation allows SGEs to bring a unique perspective to the MVPP team 

effort by generating ideas and best practices to further improve worker protections in Michigan.  

MIOSHA believes this new program component is essential to growth and enhancement of the 

MVPP.  More information can be found on OSHA's SGE Program website. 
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https://www.michigan.gov/mvpp
https://www.michigan.gov/mvpp
https://www.osha.gov/dcsp/vpp/sge.html
http://www.facebook.com/MichiganOSHA
http://www.twitter.com/MI_OSHA
https://www.youtube.com/MIOSHA_MI
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MILARA/subscriber/topics?qsp=MILARA_7


  

Standards Updates 

The following standards were updated between January 27, 2017, and April 21, 2017:  General 

Industry Safety Standards: 14 – Conveyors; 51 – Logging; 90 – Permit-Required Confined 

Spaces; and 91 – Process Safety Management of Highly Hazardous Chemicals.  Construction 

Safety Standard 30 and General Industry Safety Standard 50 – Telecommunications.  

Occupational Health Standards: 301 – Air Contaminants for General Industry; 490 – Permit-

Required Confined Spaces; 590 – Silica in General Industry; 591 – Process Safety Management 

of Highly Hazardous Chemicals; 601 – Air Contaminants for Construction; and 690 – Silica in 

Construction. To view the strike bold versions as well as the updated standards, visit the 

Standards webpage. 

New Compliance Assistance Resource - Quick Start 

Are you ready to learn more about how to prevent workplace injuries and illnesses and comply 

with the Occupational Safety and Health Act, but aren't sure where to start? By following this 

step-by-step guide, you can identify many of the major OSHA requirements and guidance 

materials that may apply to your workplace. Small and new businesses may find Quick Start 

helpful as an introduction to the compliance assistance resources on OSHA's website. 

NIOSH-OSHA Heat Safety Tool App 

NIOSH and OSHA recently released the redesigned, co-branded OSHA-NIOSH Heat Safety 

Tool App. This version replaces the app previously created by OSHA in 2011. Visit the CDC 

website to download it today.  
 

Take A Stand Day  

Across the state on August 9, 2017, MIOSHA is inviting employers to "Take a Stand" for 

workplace safety and health. Sign up today on our website.  

 

For this 13th annual "Take a Stand Day," the MIOSHA program is dedicating more than 125 

professional staff to visit Michigan high-hazard industries targeted by the MIOSHA Strategic 

Plan. MIOSHA safety and health professionals - including compliance staff, outreach 

consultants, managers, and supervisors - will be scheduled on "Take a Stand Day" to provide 

one-on-one consultations. There will be no CITATIONS or FINES for participating 

workplaces. However, participants must agree to correct all serious conditions. Sign up today 

on our website! 
 

Preventing Workplace Fatalities 

MIOSHA Director Bart Pickelman talks about MIOSHA, worker safety, and the Stop Falls. Save 

Lives. campaign with Comcast Newsmakers. 

http://comcastnewsmakers.com/2017/05/31/preventing-workplace-fatalities/ 

 

MIOSHA Fall Prevention State Emphasis Program  

On February 21, 2017, MIOSHA issued an agency instruction establishing a state emphasis 

program (SEP) on fall prevention to prevent falls in the workplace, especially those that lead to 

fatalities.  Falls are a leading cause of workplace fatalities in Michigan.  In 2016, nearly half of 

the work-related fatalities in the state —21 of the 43 deaths—were caused by falls.  

In an effort to prevent falls in the workplace, the General Industry Safety and Health Division 

(GISHD) will be increasing inspection activity among landscaping service companies where six 

of the 21 deaths occurred in 2016.  The Consultation Education and Training Division recently 

mailed 5,342 letters to establishments with a NAICS code of 561730 (Landscaping Services).  

According to the SEP, GISHD will conduct planned, programmed inspections of at least 20 

establishments selected at random from the targeted list. GISHD Workplace Safety  

 

https://www.michigan.gov/mioshastandards
https://www.osha.gov/dcsp/compliance_assistance/quickstarts/
https://blogs.cdc.gov/niosh-science-blog/2017/06/05/heat-index/
https://blogs.cdc.gov/niosh-science-blog/2017/06/05/heat-index/
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/lara_miosha_goals_fy14-18_421823_7.doc
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/lara_miosha_goals_fy14-18_421823_7.doc
https://www.michigan.gov/mioshastasd
http://comcastnewsmakers.com/2017/05/31/preventing-workplace-fatalities/
https://w2.lara.state.mi.us/ADMS/File/ViewDmsDocument/13058


  

Representatives are also encouraged to keep an eye out for tree trimming operations during their 

travels and may self-initiate inspections of tree trimming operations when serious safety hazards 

are observed per GISHD Instruction GISHD-COM-16-1, Tree Trimming Operations, as amended. 

 

AGENCY INSTRUCTION ISSUED 

May 30, 2017 – Injury and Illness (I&I) Report Processing 

MEDIA 
June 15, 2017 - MIOSHA Presents Its Prestigious Gold Award to Royalton Manor Skilled 
Nursing Center in St. Joseph, MI 

June 22, 2017 -  AJM Packaging Corporation in Taylor Fined $263,000 by MIOSHA for 
Amputation Hazards 

All of the MIOSHA press releases can be viewed on our website. 

VARIANCES 

Variances from MIOSHA standards must be made available to the public in accordance with  

Part 12, Variances (R408.22201 to 408.22251). MIOSHA variances are published on the 

MIOSHA News website: www.michigan.gov/mioshavariances. 
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CET Request for Consultative Assistance Services 
CET Training Calendar 
Construction Safety & Health Division (CSHD) 
DVD/Video Library Service  
Employee Safety, Health, & Discrimination Complaint Forms 
General Industry Safety & Health Division (GISHD) 
Hazard Communication/GHS 
Laboratory & Equipment Services 
Michigan Safety & Health Achievement Recognition Program (MSHARP) 
Michigan Voluntary Protection Program (MVPP) 
MIOSHA FOIA Request 
MIOSHA News 
MIOSHA Publications 
MIOSHA Recordkeeping 
MIOSHA Standards 
MIOSHA Training Institute (MTI) 
MIOSHA Updates 
Policies & Procedures 
Radiation Safety Section 
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Visit our website to subscribe or unsubscribe from our MIOSHA Email Subscriptions. 
For more frequent updates on MIOSHA activities, please visit our website!   

Like us on  Facebook, Follow us on  Twitter, and Subscribe to our channel on  
YouTube!  

LARA is an equal opportunity employer/program. 
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