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WHAT’S HAPPENING 

Michigan Worker Deaths of 2018 
The twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth and fifteenth reported Michigan worker deaths of 2018 
occurred on May 26, June 14 and May 19. The information below shares preliminary details 
about the most recent fatalities reported to the Michigan Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (MIOSHA) which is believed to be covered by the MIOSH Act. The description 
reflects information provided to MIOSHA at the initial report of the incident and is not the result of 
the official MIOSHA investigation. 

Preliminary summary of incident #12: On May 26th, at approximately 10:27 a.m., a 54-year-old 
farm helper was on a ladder when a tractor trailer backed up and bumped the ladder. The farm 
helper fell and hit his body and head on the tractor trailer. He was rushed to the hospital where 
he passed away from his injuries during transport. 

Preliminary summary of incident #13: On June 14th, at approximately 1:00 a.m., a 57-year-old 
operating engineer was struck by a passenger vehicle that entered the work zone. Another 
worker was injured, and the operating engineer was killed.  

Preliminary summary of incident #14: On June 14th, at approximately 8:15 a.m., a 25-year-old 
mechanic was on a ladder working on an 8” water line. The cap on the line was pressurized; it 
blew off, resulting in the fatality. 

Preliminary summary of incident #15: On May 17th, at approximately 8:55 a.m., a 55-year-old 
indirect laborer tripped over a piece of plastic banding and fell to the concrete floor. He reported 
the fall and possible injury to management. Management offered to send him for medical 
treatment, but he declined treatment. After he went home, his spouse took him to the local 
hospital. He was treated for a fractured elbow and released on May 17th, the same day as the 
accident. An appointment with an orthopedic surgeon was scheduled for May 21st. His spouse 
called management on May 21st and told them that he had died on May 19th. The death 
certificate obtained from the Medical Examiner lists the cause of the worker’s death as peritoneal 
hemorrhage and liver laceration.  

There were 39 MIOSHA-related deaths in 2017. 2009 saw the lowest number with 24. Every life 
is precious. Our mutual goal must be that every employee goes home at the end of their shift 
every day!  

If you need help or assistance in ensuring your workplace is safe, MIOSHA is here with 
resources to help. The Consultation Education and Training (CET) Division provides workplace 
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safety and health training and consultations to employers and employees throughout Michigan, 
free of charge. Contact CET today at 800-866-4674 or submit a request online. 

Trench Safety Stand-Downs Focus on Education and Cave-In Prevention 
In recognition of Trench Safety Stand-Down Week, June 18-23, 2018, MIOSHA, along 

with construction employers and excavating contractors, held safety stand-down events 
to increase awareness of trenching hazards in construction, educate employers and 
workers on cave-in prevention solutions, and decrease the number of trench collapses. 

“The safety stand-downs are an on-site opportunity to reach out to workers who work in 
and around trenches and excavations to provide them with information about current 
excavation requirements and safety procedures for working in trenches,” said MIOSHA 
Director Bart Pickelman. “We look forward to adding more excavation safety events next 

year.”   
 
Pickelman said that although excavation and trenching work is very dangerous, 

trenching work is not inherently unsafe if adequate precautions are taken and overseen 
by qualified personnel. The MIOSHA standard requires a Qualified Person to oversee all 
excavations and trenching job sites and they must conduct ongoing inspections of an 

excavation or trench.  Enforcement of the standards that apply to excavation and 
trenching workplaces receive attention consistent with the MIOSHA Strategic Plan.  
Employers in the excavation industry must pursue the goal of 100 percent compliance 

with the MIOSHA standards and zero cave-in injuries and fatalities. 
 
From 2013-2017, of MIOSHA-covered fatalities, there were four excavation and trench-

related fatalities; year-to-date 2018, there has been one excavation-related fatality.  
Nationally, the Bureau of Labor Statistics reports excavation and trench-related fatalities 
in 2016 were nearly double the average of the previous five years.  

 
MIOSHA requires that workers in trenches and excavations be protected, and that safety 
and health programs address the variety of hazards they face.  MIOSHA’s Part 1. 

General Rules, Rule 114 requires an Accident Prevention Program at every construction 
work site. Click HERE for more information regarding excavation training courses offered 
through the MIOSHA Training Institute. Click HERE for the MIOSHA Fact Sheet on 

Trenching and Excavation Protective Systems. 
 
Trench Safety Stand Down Week is sponsored by the National Utility Contractors 

Association (NUCA), and the North American Excavation Shoring Association (NAXSA) 
with support provided by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA).  
 

  

 
Take A Stand Day 
Across the state on August 8, 2018, MIOSHA is inviting employers to "Take a Stand" for 
workplace safety and health. Sign up today on our website.  
 
For this 14th annual "Take a Stand Day," the MIOSHA program is dedicating more than 125  
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professional staff to visit Michigan high-hazard industries targeted by the MIOSHA 
Strategic Plan. MIOSHA safety and health professionals - including compliance staff, outreach 
consultants, managers, and supervisors - will be scheduled on "Take a Stand Day" to provide 
one-on-one consultations. There will be no CITATIONS or FINES for participating 
workplaces. However, participants must agree to correct all serious conditions. Sign up today 
on our website!  Click HERE to view this year’s flyer. 

 
Safe + Sound Week - August 13-19, 2018 
Safe + Sound Week is a nationwide event to raise awareness and understanding of the value of 
safety and health programs that include management leadership, worker participation, and a 
systematic approach to finding and fixing hazards in workplaces. 

Safe workplaces are sound businesses. Successful safety and health programs can proactively 

identify and manage workplace hazards before they cause injury or illness, improving sustainability 
and the bottom line. Participating in Safe + Sound Week can help get your program started or 
energize an existing one. 

Organizations of any size or in any industry looking for an opportunity to show their commitment to 
safety to workers, customers, the public, or supply chain partners should participate. 
 
Participating in Safe + Sound Week is easy. To get started, select the activities you would like to do 
at your workplace. You can host an event just for your workers or host a public event to engage your 

community. Examples of potential activities and tools to help you plan and promote your events are 
available. After you've completed your events, you can download a certificate and web badge to 
recognize your organization and your workers. Visit OSHA’s webpage for more information.   
 

AGENCY INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED 
June 6, 2018 - Permit-Required Confined Spaces (PRCS) Standard in General Industry 

 

MEDIA 
June 1, 2018 - MIOSHA Targets Blight Removal Projects to Protect Workers from Asbestos and 
Other Hazards  

June 4, 2018 - Arnold Center in Midland Receives Renewed "MSHARP" Workplace Safety and 
Health Status 

June 4, 2018 - MIOSHA and ASAM Invite Contractors to Workplace Safety Jobsite Training in 
Wyoming, MI June 5  

June 8, 2018 - Steel Industries, Inc. Plant 3 in Redford Township Receives Renewed "MSHARP" 
Award for Workplace Safety and Health Excellence 

June 11, 2018 - Marathon Pipe Line, LCC in Woodhaven Receives MIOSHA's Highest 
Recognition Award for Workplace Safety and Health 

June 14, 2018 - The Michigan Safety Conference and MIOSHA Share a Cup of Coffee Over 
Worker Safety 

June 22, 2018 – MIOSHA’s Trench Safety Stand-Downs Focus on Education and Cave-In 
Prevention 

 

VARIANCES 

Variances from MIOSHA standards must be made available to the public in accordance with  
Part 12, Variances (R408.22201 to 408.22251). MIOSHA variances are published on the 
MIOSHA website.  

 
Visit our website to subscribe or unsubscribe from our MIOSHA Email Subscriptions. 
For more frequent updates on MIOSHA activities, please visit our website!   

Like us on  Facebook, Follow us on  Twitter, and Subscribe to our channel on  
YouTube!  

LARA is an equal opportunity employer/program. 
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