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WHAT’S HAPPENING 
 
MIOSHA Hosting Trench Safety Stand Down 

Cave-ins and collapses are perhaps the most feared trenching peril in construction.  Trenching 
and excavating work can be hazardous and can pose great risk to workers. To raise awareness 
of the continuing incidences of trench and excavation collapses and the accompanying loss of 
lives, and of preventable incidents, the Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(MIOSHA), Consultation Education and Training (CET) Division, will host a “Trenching & 
Excavation Stand Down Event” at the Michigan Laborer’s Training and Apprenticeship Institute 
(MLTAI) on Friday, June 21, 2019. The training coincides with the National Trenching Stand 
Down week and will run from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Our efforts are directed at reaching employer groups, trade and industry associations, worker 
groups, equipment rental organizations, water utility suppliers, permitting and municipal 
agencies, and major plumbing companies to educate them to identify trenching and excavation 
hazards.  Attendees will be reminded of requirements to implement methods to prevent 
collapses, such as how to properly slope trench walls, shore the walls with supports, or to shield 
the walls with trench boxes. 

In February 2019, MIOSHA updated its Trenching and Excavation – National Emphasis Program 
(NEP) to continue compliance assistance and inspection programs that address trenching and 
excavation operations. The agency provides a series of compliance assistance resources to help 
keep workers safe from trenching and excavation hazards, including an “Excavation, Trenching 
& Shoring Wallet Card,” and a “Trenching & Excavation Fact Sheet” on how to avoid trenching 
and excavation hazards.  Visit the Excavation and Trenching webpage that provides training 
resource material, fatality summaries, and other important information including links to OSHA’s 
Trenching and Excavation eTools, and Excavations in Construction/Trenching Prevention Videos 
(English and Spanish). 
Under the Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Act (Act 154 of 1974, as amended), 
employers are responsible to provide safe and healthful workplaces for their employees.  
MIOSHA's role is to help ensure these conditions for Michigan working men and women by 
setting and enforcing safety and health standards, and by providing consultation assistance, 
education and training.    

For more information about MIOSHA’s Consultation Education and Training programs, please 
visit our webpage by clicking here. 

For more frequent 
updates on MIOSHA 
activities:  

Like us on ,  

Follow us on  or 
Subscribe to us on . 

  

If this email was 
forwarded to you and 
you would like to 
subscribe, please visit 
our website.  

Register for your FREE 
MIOSHA eNews today!   

 

https://www.nuca.com/tssd
https://www.nuca.com/tssd
https://w2.lara.state.mi.us/ADMS/File/ViewDmsDocument/13280
https://w2.lara.state.mi.us/ADMS/File/ViewDmsDocument/13280
https://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-89334_11407_15317-483898--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-89334_11407_15317---,00.html
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MILARA/subscriber/topics?qsp=MILARA_7
http://www.facebook.com/MichiganOSHA
http://www.twitter.com/MI_OSHA
https://www.youtube.com/c/MIOSHA_MI


 

  

 
June is National Safety Month  
Safety is everyone's responsibility and we need your help to prevent injuries and 
save lives. Small changes you make throughout your day can help keep you, your 
loved ones and your co-workers safe. 
The National Safety Council (NSC) will provide free materials to help get the word 
out—including a National Safety Month poster, tip sheets, articles and social media 
graphics—on the following weekly topics: 

• Week 1: Hazard Recognition 
• Week 2: Slips, Trips and Falls 
• Week 3: Fatigue 
• Week 4: Impairment 

Sign up today on NSC’s website to be the first to get the materials. 

Consultation Staff Update 
D.W. Johnson, Senior Industrial Hygiene Consultant covering the southeast Michigan area 
for the CET Onsite Program retired in May. D.W. spent 34 years of public service with 
MIOSHA, first as an enforcement officer and then as a senior industrial hygienist 
consultant.  D.W. served MIOSHA as a member of the CET Division Fact Sheet committee 
and on various other committees, including MIOSHA’s first Strategic Planning 
Committee.  In addition, D.W. did important volunteer work at Ground Zero in 2001 and was 
appreciated by New York City’s firefighters and police departments.  We want to wish D.W. 
many healthy and successful retirement years.    

 

 
Take A Stand Day 

 
 

 

Across the state on August 14, 2019, MIOSHA is 
inviting employers to "Take a Stand" for workplace 
safety and health. Sign up today on our website.  
 
For this 15th annual "Take a Stand Day," the MIOSHA 
program is dedicating more than 125 professional staff 
to visit Michigan high-hazard industries targeted by the 
MIOSHA Strategic Plan. MIOSHA safety and health 
professionals - including compliance staff, outreach 
consultants, managers, and supervisors - will be 
scheduled on "Take a Stand Day" to provide one-on-
one consultations. There will be no CITATIONS or 
FINES for participating workplaces. However, 
participants must agree to correct all serious conditions.  
 
Sign up today on our website!   
 

https://safety.nsc.org/national-safety-month-2019-pre-launch?utm_campaign=COM%2015237%20SDK&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=71602641&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9WQsK9kD6HTyJT43wFvvb9nPFBXpUMGlfJdsXBVffiSYnEs0smNTf0c_c0NJXbUvb5LtMWxIDxRmpM7ruPC1X9ja7o2g&_hsmi=71602642
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/lara_miosha_flyer_tasd19_652498_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/lara_miosha_goals_fy19-23_635499_7.doc
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/lara_miosha_rca_tasd_611986_7.pdf


 
Michigan Worker Death of 2019 
The 8th reported Michigan worker death of 2019 occurred on May 23. The information below 
shares preliminary details about the most recent fatality reported to MIOSHA which are believed 
to be covered by the MIOSH Act. The description reflects information provided to MIOSHA at the 
initial report of the incident and is not the result of the official MIOSHA investigation. 
 
Preliminary summary of incident: On May 23, 2019, at approximately 9:30 a.m., a 19-year-old 
general laborer was moving/guiding a metal truss, which came into contact with an energized 
overhead power line during the building of a hoop barn. 
There were 38 MIOSHA-related deaths in 2018. 2009 saw the lowest number with 24. Every 
life is precious. Our mutual goal must be that every employee goes home at the end of their 
shift every day. 
 
If you need help or assistance in ensuring your workplace is safe, MIOSHA is here with 
resources to help. The CET Division provides workplace safety and health training and 
consultations to employers and employees throughout Michigan, free of charge. Contact CET 
today at 800-866-4674 or submit a request online. 
 
AGENCY INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED 
May 2, 2019 – Amputations – National Emphasis Program (NEP) 
May 7, 2019 – Variances – Procedures Processing 
 

MEDIA 
May 6, 2019 – Ford and Christman/Brinker Kick-off National Safety Stand-Down Week at 
Michigan Central Station 
May 29, 2019 - MIOSHA and Associated Builders and Contractors of Michigan Renew 
Alliance to Protect Workers 

 
VARIANCES 
Variances from MIOSHA standards must be made available to the public in accordance with  
Part 12, Variances (R408.22201 to 408.22251). MIOSHA variances are published on the  
MIOSHA website. 
 

QUICK LINKS 

Asbestos Program 
Ask MIOSHA 
CET Training Calendar 
DVD/Video Library Service  
Fall Prevention Campaign (STOP FALLS. SAVE LIVES.) 
Hazard Communication/GHS 
MIOSHA Standards 
MIOSHA Training Institute (MTI) 
MIOSHA Updates 
Policies and Procedures 
Residential Construction 
Telephone, Mailing and Email Addresses 
 
Visit our website to subscribe or unsubscribe from our MIOSHA Email Subscriptions. 
For more frequent updates on MIOSHA activities, please visit our website!   

Like us on  Facebook, Follow us on  Twitter, and Subscribe to our channel on  YouTube!  
 

 
LARA is an equal opportunity employer/program. 

http://www.michigan.gov/cetrca
https://w2.lara.state.mi.us/ADMS/File/ViewDmsDocument/12923
https://w2.lara.state.mi.us/ADMS/File/ViewDmsDocument/13295
https://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-89334_11407_30453_30456-496746--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-89334_11407_30453_30456-496746--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-89505-498424--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-89505-498424--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshavariances
http://www.michigan.gov/asbestos
http://www.michigan.gov/askmiosha
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshatraining
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshavideos
http://www.michigan.gov/stopfalls
http://www.michigan.gov/ghs
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshastandards
http://www.michigan.gov/mti
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshaupdates
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshapolicies
http://www.michigan.gov/miosharesidential
http://www.michigan.gov/contactmiosha
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MILARA/subscriber/new
http://www.michigan.gov/miosha
http://www.facebook.com/MichiganOSHA
http://www.twitter.com/MI_OSHA
https://www.youtube.com/c/MIOSHA_MI

