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WHAT’S HAPPENING 

MIOSHA Proudly Announces Its First Online Course! 
When MIOSHA Enforcement Visits is a popular MIOSHA Training Institute Level One course that 
is moving from classroom to your computer. 

• Self-Paced - 24 hours - 7 days a week

• Access to a MIOSHA Course Instructor

• Downloadable Course Materials

• Certificate of Attendance Mailed Upon Completion

• Certification/Maintenance Points Available

• Cost - $90.00

New MIWISH Grants Now Available to Small Employers 
Employers with up to 250 employees and that come under the jurisdiction of MIOSHA, are 
encouraged to apply for a matching grant of up to $5,000 to improve their safety and health 
programs.  A total of $250,000 in MIOSHA Workplace Improvement to Safety and Health 
(MIWISH) grants is being offered to employers to purchase safety and health-related equipment 
and equipment-related training that will provide a safer and healthier work environment. The 
grant period began October 1, 2018, the start of MIOSHA’s 2019 fiscal year, and continues until 
grant funding is expended.  

Preference will be given to employers in high-hazard industries identified in MIOSHA’s 2019-
2023 Strategic Plan. All projects will be evaluated based on the specific hazards 
addressed. Recommended actions must be in the form of equipment or work area modifications 
that directly relate to improvements that will lead to a reduction in the risk of injury or disease to 
employees.  

For more information about the MIWISH grant program, eligibility, and how to apply, please visit 
www.michigan.gov/mioshagrants, or contact MIOSHA’s Consultation Education and Training 
(CET) Grant Administrator at 517-284-7811. 

National Radiation Protection Professionals Week 
MIOSHA’s Radiation Safety Section joins with the Conference of Radiation Control Program 
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Directors, Inc. (CRCPD) in recognizing National Radiation Protection Professionals Week 
November 4-10, 2018. The weeklong event to honor radiation protection professionals is held in 
November to celebrate the discovery of X-rays by Wilhelm Conrad Roentgen on November 8, 
1895. 

Radiation protection professionals provide leadership in protecting the public from the hazards of 
radiation. MIOSHA’s Radiation Safety Section staff, work diligently to ensure that radiat ion from 
x-ray machines are used safely and beneficially to protect and improve the health of Michigan
citizens.

According to Karen Beckley, Chairperson of the CRCPD Board of Directors, “Radiation 
protection professionals are a vital safety net; they help to make sure that medical, industrial, 
government and academic uses of radiation are safe, and that our homes, environment and 
country are safe and secure. Their selfless professionalism ensures that people are able to 
safely enjoy the tremendous benefits of the uses of radiation in our highly technical society.”  

In February 2019, it will be 61 years since Michigan promulgated administrative rules regulating 
all sources of ionizing radiation by means of registration and compliance investigations, 
becoming one of the first states to regulate ionizing radiation. Under those early rules, the former 
Department of Health conducted a comprehensive radiological health program that included 
periodic investigations of facilities using any type of x-ray machine or electronic device that 
produced x-rays. The Radiation Safety Section continues that legacy with its cadre of dedicated 
health physicists and knowledgeable administrative staff. For more information go to: 
www.michigan.gov/rss 

Coffee with MIOSHA in Marquette on Dec. 21 
MIOSHA and the Upper Peninsula Construction Council invite employers and employees to 
share a cup of coffee and l e a r n  about the importance of workplace safety and 
health of Michigan workers. Dr. Lawrence Hidalgo, Jr., director of MIOSHA’s Construction 
Safety and Health Division will be the presenter. “Coffee with MIOSHA” offers employers 
and employees an informal opportunity to meet with MIOSHA representatives 
(Consultative and Enforcement) to ask questions, obtain information on program services 
and resources, learn about the MIOSHA Training Institute (MTI) opportunities, and establish 
rapport. 

Date: Friday, December 21, 2018 
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 a.m. 
Location: Staybridge Hotel 855 West Washington Street, Marquette, MI 49855 
RSVP: Email Tony Retaskie tony@upconstruction.com by Tuesday, December 11, 
2018. Walk-ins welcome! 

MIOSHA and Pioneer Construction Sign Partnership for Worker Safety 
MIOSHA and Pioneer Construction Company entered into a partnership on November 7, 
2018, at the Grand Valley State University Health and Spectrum Health – Michigan Street 
Development project in Grand Rapids.  The $57.5 million project consists of 193,000 
square feet of subterranean parking, student activity, library, classroom, office and 
medical simulation labs. The project began in March 2018 with a construction completion 
date of March 2021 and building occupancy in May 2021. Click HERE to view a photo of 
the partnership signing. 

Staff Updates 
Humenick Retires After 26 Years with MIOSHA 
Dave Humenick, senior industrial hygienist, retired in October 2018, after 26 years of state 
service with MIOSHA. We wish Dave a long, happy, and healthy retirement.   

CET Division Welcomes Staff 
Augustine Syrovy has joined MIOSHA as a training and consultation occupation safety 
advisor.  His coverage area includes Eaton, Ingham, Jackson, Livingston, Western Oakland, 
and Washtenaw counties.    
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Jason Lupcke, an industrial hygienist, recently transferred from the General Industry Safety 
and Health Division and began providing CET services to 11 central mid-Michigan and Upper 
Peninsula counties in October 2018.  
 
Anthony Smykla recently joined MIOSHA as an industrial hygienist and will be serving 
MIOSHA constituents in eight Lower Michigan counties: Genesee, Huron, Lapeer, Livingston, 
Sanilac, Tuscola, Washtenaw, and Wayne.   
 
Robert Atkins started with the CET Division on November 5 as an Occupational Safety 
Consultant. Robert will provide consultation and training services for the Northwest Michigan 
counties surrounding Grand Traverse county.  
 

Michigan Worker Deaths of 2018 
The 25th – 31st reported Michigan worker deaths of 2018 occurred on October 5, April 11, 
September 5, October 8, October 20, July 12, and October 26, respectively. The information 
below shares preliminary details about the most recent fatalities reported to the Michigan 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (MIOSHA) which is believed to be covered by 
the MIOSH Act. The description reflects information provided to MIOSHA at the initial report 
of the incident and is not the result of the official MIOSHA investigation. 

Preliminary summary of incident #25: On October 5, at approximately 11:27 a.m., a two 
person crew was getting set to replace an electrical pole and while removing the new pole 
from their truck, contacted the overhead 7200-volt electrical line with the truck boom causing 
a 51-year-old jouryneyman line worker at the back of the truck to be electrocuted. 

Preliminary summary of incident #26: On April 11, at approximately 7:43 p.m., a 64-year-old 
farm hand was in the barn with her employer and cows getting ready to feed them dinner. 
She and her employer were out of each other’s sight when the employer heard what sounded 
like cows scurrying. The employer went to check and found her down, amongst the cows. 
The employer suspected that she was attacked by his bull. 

Preliminary summary of incident #27: On September 5, at approximately 12:17 p.m., a 49-
year-old machine operator came back from lunch and went back to work on his machine. At 
some point, two coworkers found him kneeling by the machine and checked on him. The 
coworker who touched him thought he felt a shock when he touched him. The victim fell to 
the ground and was not breathing. Emergency services were called and the victim could not 
be revived. 

Preliminary summary of incident #28: On October 8, at approximately 1:07 p.m., a 60-year-
old company owner was standing inside of the bucket of a front-loader. His foot slipped and 
he fell out of the bucket, approximately seven feet, onto a hard surface. EMS was called by 
his son, who was onsite, and they immediately responded, transporting him to a local 
hospital. He was subsequently transferred to a different hospital out of state and died later 
that day. Based on medical records obtained from the medical examiner’s office, this was 
determined an accidental death due to the fall.  

Preliminary summary of incident #29: On October 20, at approximately 2:15 p.m., a 48-year-
old laborer was struck by a 16-foot-long scaffold plank while performing demolition activities. 
The scaffold plank fell from approximately 90 feet above. 

Preliminary summary of incident #30: On July 12, a 29-year-old blaster was abrasive blasting 
large cryogenic tanks with steel shot for refurbishing. The employee was found at 
approximately 3:00 p.m. collapsed on the floor with his blasting hood still on. He was 
pronounced deceased at the scene. 

Preliminary summary of incident #31: On October 26, at approximately 2:17 p.m., a 41-year-
old roofer fell 30 feet through a skylight. He was handling material and tools when the 
incident occurred.  

There were 39 MIOSHA-related deaths in 2017. 2009 saw the lowest number with 24. Every 
life is precious. Our mutual goal must be that every employee goes home at the end of their 
shift every day! 
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If you need help or assistance in ensuring your workplace is safe, MIOSHA is here with 
resources to help. The CET Division provides workplace safety and health training and 
consultations to employers and employees throughout Michigan, free of charge. Contact 
CET today at 800-866-4674 or submit a request online. 

 

2019 Working Day Calendar Now Available to Provide Easy Reference 
The Appeals Division has completed the 2019 Working Day Calendar to assist customers in 
identifying critical deadlines under the MIOSH Act. This year we have included a list of the 
working day deadlines on the calendar for easy reference.  

 

MEDIA 

October 9, 2018 – Nonprofits Receive $620,000 in MIOSHA Training Grants for Worker Safety 
and Health 
 
November 7, 2018 – Pioneer Construction and MIOSHA Sign Partnership to Protect Workers on 
the Grand Valley State University and Spectrum Health – Michigan Street Development Project 
 

VARIANCES 

Variances from MIOSHA standards must be made available to the public in accordance with  
Part 12, Variances (R408.22201 to 408.22251). MIOSHA variances are published on the 
MIOSHA website. 

 
QUICK LINKS 

Air Contaminants Initiative 
Asbestos Program 
Ask MIOSHA 
CET Request for Consultative Assistance Services (RCA) 
CET Training Calendar 
Construction Safety and Health Division (CSHD) 
DVD/Video Library Service  
Employee Safety, Health, and Discrimination Complaint Forms 
Fall Prevention Campaign (STOP FALLS. SAVE LIVES.) 
General Industry Safety and Health Division (GISHD) 
Hazard Communication/GHS 
Michigan Alliances 
Michigan Safety and Health Achievement Recognition Program (MSHARP) 
Michigan Voluntary Protection Program (MVPP) 
MIOSHA FOIA Request 
MIOSHA Publications 
MIOSHA Recordkeeping 
MIOSHA Standards 
MIOSHA Training Institute (MTI) 
MIOSHA Updates 
MIOSHA Variances 
Policies and Procedures 
Radiation Safety Section 
Residential Construction 
Strategic Plan and Initiatives 
Take A Stand Day 
 

Visit our website to subscribe or unsubscribe from our MIOSHA Email Subscriptions. 
For more frequent updates on MIOSHA activities, please visit our website!   

Like us on  Facebook, Follow us on  Twitter, and Subscribe to our channel on  
YouTube!  

LARA is an equal opportunity employer/program. 
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