ATTACHMENT C

[bookmark: _GoBack]Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA) Merit Staff Certification

This document serves as the Michigan Works! Agency’s (MWA’s) acknowledgement and certification of compliance with the Merit Staff requirement of TAA service providers in accordance with Policy Issuance 10-21, issued January 26, 2011.  Merit staff employees of eligible entities that follow a merit system of personnel administration in accordance with
5 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 900.603.

TAA Funds may only support activities of the MWA and contracted service provider staff who have met the Merit Staff requirement, outlined below. 
The undersigned certifies that:

1) The MWA meets the TAA Merit Staff requirement or has competitively selected and contracted with one or more of the following eligible entities to provide TAA services:

a) A unit of the State of Michigan, or
b) A local unit of government, or
c) Special purpose unit of government, or
d) School district, intermediate school district, public community college, or public university.

2) The MWA staff or contracted service provider staff, may deliver services to TAA eligible participants, however, all TAA eligibility determinations must be made by a merit staffed position prior to non-merit staff rendering services.  Additionally, TAA services provided by non-merit staff must be supported by a funding source other than TAA.  Eligibility determinations include the following services: TAA Program eligibility, TAA Training, Waiver of the TAA Training Requirement, Job Search Allowances, and Relocation Allowances.

3) The MWA maintains on file a certification from each TAA service provider.  The certification must support how the service provider is an eligible entity and follows an established merit system of personnel administration that is in compliance with 5 CFR 900.603.  The certification is to be available for review by the Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity, the federal Office of Personnel Management, or their authorized agents.
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