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MiSTEM Advisory Council Meeting 
January 29, 2020, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity 
2nd Floor, Landmark Building 

 105 W. Allegan Street, Lansing, MI 48933 
 

For those that could not attend in person, a virtual option was provided:   
Dial-In Number: 1-248-509-0316    Conference ID:  728841610  

 
Council Members Present:  
Michelle Richard, Chair  
Daniel Williams, Vice Chair 
Sheila Alles 
Gail Alpert 
Mary Bacon 
Lee Graham 

Jacqueline Huntoon 
Natalie Kalass for Senator Dayna Polehanki 
Chris Velasquez 
Wendy Winston 
Adam Zemke 

 
Council Members Absent: 
Representative Padma Kuppa 
Tonya Matthews 

Representative Brad Paquette 
Senator Dale Zorn 

 
Staff Present: 
Megan Schrauben 
Alicia Kirkey 
Natalie Lowell (online) 

Amanda Stoel 
Larry Wyn (online) 

 
MiSTEM Regional Directors Present: 
Claire Bunker, Region 10 (online) 
Mike Gallagher, Region 5 (online) 
Emily Gochis, Region 16 (online) 
Greg Johnson, Region 3 (online) 
Sarah Keenan-Lechel, Region 6 (online) 
Diane Miller, Region 8 (online) 
Diane Owen-Rogers, Region 1  
Kristofer Pachla, Region 8 (online) 

Laura Percival, Region 12 (online) 
Ginger Rohwer, Region 8 (online) 
Kevin St. Onge, Region 14 (online) 
Chris Standerford, Region 15 (online) 
Lory Thayer, Region 7 (online) 
Andrea Weiner, Region 13 (online) 
Lisa Wininger, Region (online) 
Kristen Zagorski, Region 11 (online) 

 
Guests present: 
Valerie Cole 
Jason Gauthier (online) 
Mark Jenness (online) 
Michelle Ntoko 

Ruth Anne Hodges 
Roni Rucker Waters 
Cody Williams (online)

 
CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting was called to order at 10:09 a.m. by Chair Michelle Richard. 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Ms. Richard welcomed council members and gave an overview of the Agenda, orientation, and work of 
the MI-STEM Network. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 9, 2019 MEETING – Michelle Richard, Chair 
 

A draft of the minutes was provided prior to meeting.  No changes were requested.  MOTION was 
made by Chris Velasqeuz to approve the minutes.  Motion SECONDED by Sheila Alles.  Motion was 
put to a voice vote of the council members. All were in favor. No objections. Motion APPROVED.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE JANUARY 29, 2020 MEETING AGENDA – Michelle Richard, Chair 
 

The proposed Agenda was provided prior to meeting.  No edits were requested.  Chair Richard inquired 
as to any guests that would like to add public comment to ensure time will be allowed on the proposed 
Agenda.  One request for public comment. 
 
WELCOME ON BEHALF OF GOVERNOR WHITMER – Brandy Johnson, Policy Advisor 
 

Ms. Johnson discussed the importance of STEM education.  The MI-STEM Council became part of the 
Executive Order creating the Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity because the data is clear 
about labor market demand and the need for individuals to pursue education and training in STEM 
fields.   
 

Ms. Johnson shared that Governor Whitmer is going to reaffirm her goal of “60 by 30,” which is the 
post-secondary attainment goal of 60% post-secondary credential attainment by the year 2030.  She 
will also support two programs that makes community college tuition free: Michigan Reconnect 
Program that is aimed at working-age adults (25 years and older) and MI Opportunity Scholarship that 
is aimed at students straight out of high school.   
 

The MI-STEM Council and MI-STEM Network are important parts of the Governor’s education policy. 
Other key education priorities for the Governor are finding ways to engage families around the 3rd grade 
reading law, encouraging high schools to increase their FAFSA completion rates, and messaging that 
post-secondary attainment is needed, whether it be college, an apprenticeship program, or whatever 
post-secondary fit is right for the student.   
 
INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND OF COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

Council members introduced themselves and shared a little bit about their background and what 
brought them to the Council. 
 
MI-STEM PRESENTATION – Megan Schrauben, Executive Director, MI-STEM Council 
 

MI-STEM started in 2015.  STEM is a great opportunity to develop economic potential and get students 
interested in learning. The Council developed the statewide STEM strategy when it first came together.  
This strategy is described by 4 pillars – Create a STEM Culture, Empower STEM Teachers, Integrate 
Business and Education, and Ensure High-Quality STEM Experiences.  Michigan’s STEM structure is a 
regional approach including 16 hubs with regional directors, advisors, partners, grantees, and 
collaborations. Building networks are a key part of identifying and pulling together resources and 
sharing resources. The Network’s task is to implement the statewide STEM strategy and recognize best 
practices to bring them to scale in Michigan.  The Council’s advice, experience and perspective will be 
key in moving STEM forward.   
 
Place-based, project-based, and problem-based learning was showcased as an example of what high-
quality STEM experiences look like and describes the vision of MiSTEM.   
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WELCOME TO LEO – Susan Corbin, Chief Deputy Director, Dept. of Labor and Economic Opportunity 
 

MI-STEM is integral to the LEO strategy.  MI-STEM ties into LEO’s greater mission. There are key 
initiatives that MI-STEM will be able to assist with, such as economic mobility, addressing the needs of 
the A.L.I.C.E. population in Michigan, post-secondary credentialing, engaging students in STEM, etc.  
Future meetings will provide opportunities to tie LEO and MI-STEM activities. 
 
COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 

Discussion turned to plans for site visits, upcoming meetings, upcoming grant applications, etc.  
Potential dates and plans will be forthcoming.   
 
Council members shared areas of opportunities and interest to be considered by Council.  Some topics 
were:   

• STEM Training: Wayne State University is training teachers in the Detroit Public Schools and 
Dearborn Public Schools to be STEM Teachers.  Have not heard about this in Lansing or other 
areas.  Council members are interested in learning more about this program. 

• Obstacles to overcome: When the Council develops ideas and processes, implementation of 
these ideas and processes must be easy for school districts to adopt, apply for, implement, 
meet requirements, etc.  Some processes are difficult and deter school districts from 
participation.  Demographics of schools will be helpful in determining similar schools with similar 
needs. 

• New Certification Guidelines:  There are four levels of certifications providing more flexibility. 
Would like more information regarding the new certification guidelines.   

• Educator Preparation Tracks:  Would like to discuss further how to get more hands-on learning 
techniques into preparation tracks.  Students want interactive learning.  
 

• Future Meeting Topics: 
 What’s the lead for MI-STEM Council? Is the goal to create a workforce for a strong 

economy or is it to develop creative, innovative thinkers that can perform in the 
workforce?   

 Student driven focus? Teacher focus? Industry focus?  
 STEM opportunities are there but are unevenly distributed.  
 Bureaucracy in the system.  
 Career Choices – STEM opens career paths and opportunities for students. 
 Boots on the ground approach. Give students a reason to work through the 

implementation process to be better for it.   
 Skill building and coherence building.  
 Harness great ideas and move change.  

 
PUBLIC COMMENT – 5 minutes allotted for each speaker 
 

Jason Gauthier, Mathematics Education Consultant, Michigan Mathematics and Science Leadership 
Network.  COMMENT:  Please consider three things:  1) Do not lose sight of the value of high-quality, 
professional learning, 2) STEMworks database does not contain a lot of high-quality, mathematics 
professional learning opportunities, 3) Extend partnership to and support work of the Michigan 
Mathematics and Science Leadership Network to break down the silos.   
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CLOSING REMARKS were provided by Chair Michelle Richard.  We will be contacting council 
members regarding future site visits and proposed dates for future meetings. 
 
There being no further business or comments, the meeting was adjourned at 1:09 p.m. 
 
Drafted 02/03/20 by A. Kirkey 
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