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WHAT’S HAPPENING 
 
Take a Stand Day 2019 Recap 
 
On Aug. 14, the annual Take A Stand Day was held. This years’ goal was to raise awareness of 
workplace fall hazards (fall prevention). Both compliance and consultation staff visited (and will 
be visiting) a total of 84 worksites. Below are pictures from the event. 
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Spartan Commercial Roofing participated in 
Take A Stand Day. The staff was excited to 
learn more and incorporate fall prevention 
strategies.  
Photo (L to R): Tarah Kile, CET Construction 
Safety Consultant; Tom Hansen, CET 
Construction Safety Consultant; James Price, 
Spartan Roofing Superintendent; Dave Miller, 
Spartan Roofing Foreman; Bill Lykes, CET 
Supervisor, Christopher DeRuiter, 
AccidentFund Loss Control Consultant; (in 
front) Taylor Johnson, Spartan Roofing 
Laborer. 
 

Great Lakes Powder Coating was another participant. Their staff 
was appreciative and excited for the opportunity to develop 
relationships with MIOSHA/Consultation Education and Training 
(CET) Staff.  Louis Dove, CET GI Safety Consultant and Don 
Trefry, CET Supervisor, were also thankful to the team for taking a 
stand to protect the safety and health of their workers. 
 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MILARA/subscriber/topics?qsp=MILARA_7
http://www.facebook.com/MichiganOSHA
http://www.twitter.com/MI_OSHA
https://www.youtube.com/c/MIOSHA_MI


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

         
 

 
 
 
 
Review of Significant MIOSHA Asbestos Cases Marks New Board Chair’s Tenure 
 
On Sept. 27, the Board of Health and Safety Compliance and Appeals held its first meeting since 
the new chairperson, John Rupp, Jr. was appointed to the board by Governor Whitmer. Prior to 
joining the board, Mr. Rupp had an extensive career in health and safety with the United Auto 
Workers (UAW). In his first meeting as Chair, Mr. Rupp presided over the board’s review of 
citations involving a prominent worker health hazard, asbestos exposure. Click here to read the 
full article. 
 

Coffee with MIOSHA – Oct. 16, 2019 
 
MIOSHA and Olivier-VanDyk Insurance invite employers and employees to share a cup of coffee 
and learn about the importance of workplace safety and health. 
Coffee with MIOSHA events provide an informal opportunity for employers and employees to 
meet with MIOSHA representatives (Consultative and Enforcement) to ask questions, establish 
rapport and learn about program services, resources and MIOSHA Training Institute (MTI) 
opportunities. 
 
DATE:            Wednesday, Oct. 16 
TIME:             9 - 11 a.m. 
LOCATION:   Olivier-VanDyk Insurance, 2780 44th Street SW, Wyoming, MI 49519 
COST:            Free 
RSVP:            Contact Kimber Byxbe at 616-200-3165. Walk-ins welcome. 
 
Free Video on Trenching Safety in English and Spanish 
 
OSHA Region 6 and OSHA Education Centers in Louisiana, Oklahoma and Texas, have 
developed a free one-hour video presentation in English and Spanish on trenching and 
excavation safety.  
Register to receive the English trenching and excavation safety video (available now).  
Register to receive the Spanish trenching and excavation safety video (available Oct. 15).   
 

Rockford Construction also participated in Take 
a Stand Day. The project was a 10-story hotel 
featuring a post-tension deck and metal panel 
framing and Rockford appreciated having 
MIOSHA on site. Rockford Construction 
employees are pictured to the left with MIOSHA 
Staff: Reo Rodriguez, Construction Safety 
Supervisor, Scott Hodge, Construction Safety 
Officer, John Bott, Construction Safety Officer, 
Daniela Garza, Departmental Technician and 
Staci Smith, CET Program Developer and Web 
Coordinator. 
 

A note from Chris Smith with Pioneer 
Construction after Take a Stand Day: 
“Thanks again for your time yesterday and 
leadership. The guys onsite had nothing but 
good things to say about the site visit and 
your approach. I really appreciate you guys 
(Mike Walters and Tom Thelen, Construction 
Safety Officers) visiting with the contractors 
onsite and what you do for the industry. Have 
a good week!”  
 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/leo_miosha_asbestos_board_chair_667010_7.docx
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/leo_miosha_asbestos_board_chair_667010_7.docx
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/lara_miosha_cwm_ovd_wyoming_646813_7.docx
mailto:kimberb@ovdinsurance.com
https://info.midsouthoti.org/vpppa-region-6-video-1-0-0
https://info.midsouthoti.org/vpppa-region-6-video-1-0-0


 
Michigan Employer Uses MIWISH Grant to Create a Safer Work Environment 
 
AlcoTec, a global leader in the production of aluminum welding wire, used the MIOSHA 
Workplace Improvement to Safety and Health (MIWISH) Grant Program to help fund the 
purchase and installation of a remote-operated tractor drive to assist in the transportation and 
staging of their wire spool lids in their Traverse City, Michigan location. Prior to this equipment 
purchase, they were using a 2,000 lb. hoist on a manually operated bridge. This project 
reconfigured the manually operated overhead crane with a tractor drive remote controlled system 
for safer operation. This allowed certified crane operators to maintain process safety controls and 
reduced the risk of ergonomic related incidents. 
View a more detailed description of the project. 
 

Fire Prevention Week – Oct. 6-12, 2019 
Download a Fire Prevention Week flyer from the U. S. Fire Administration and customize it to 
distribute to your coworkers, contractors and industry colleagues to increase awareness about the 
characteristics of home fires and why fire escape plans are important. 

 
Michigan Worker Deaths of 2019 
 
To date, there have been 23 work-related fatalities reported to MIOSHA in 2019.The information 
below shares preliminary details about the most recent fatalities reported to MIOSHA which are 
believed to be covered by the MIOSH Act. The description reflects information provided to 
MIOSHA at the initial report of the incident and is not the result of the official MIOSHA 
investigation. 

Preliminary summary of incidents: 
On August 30, 2019, at approximately 10:38 a.m., a 64-year-old furnace and loader operator was 
walking in close quarters to where a front-end loader was operating. He was struck and dragged 
by the box on the front-end loader before being ran over. He was pronounced dead at the scene. 
 
On July 13, 2019, at approximately 10:30 a.m., a 46-year-old painter was performing work on a 
ladder and fell approximately 30 feet to the ground. The painter was transported to a local hospital 
where he later passed away from his injuries on July 19, 2019. 
 
On Sept. 9, 2019, at approximately 3 p.m., a 53-year-old laborer and a 30-year-old laborer were 
attempting to move slabs of granite with an overhead crane. As the granite slabs were lifted off of 
the A-frame rack, the slabs on the opposite side of the rack fell over creating a domino effect 
causing multiple granite slabs to fall onto the laborers. 
 

On May 24, 2019, at approximately 4 p.m., a 43-year-old farmer entered a 1,500-gallon bulk tank 
used to hold raw milk to clean it. He was found unresponsive inside the tank about 20 minutes 
later.  
 
On June 27, 2019, at approximately 8:57 a.m., a 59-year-old owner was dumping construction 
debris at the landfill when the hydraulics of the trailer failed. He was crushed while trying to fix the 
hydraulics. 
 
On Sept. 12, 2019, at approximately 12:56 p.m., a 38-year-old laborer was caught in an 
excavation cave-in during sanitary pipe installation. 
 
There were 38 MIOSHA-covered deaths in 2018. 2009 saw the lowest number with 24. Every life 
is precious. Our mutual goal must be that every employee goes home at the end of their shift 
every day. 
If you need help or assistance in ensuring your workplace is safe, MIOSHA is here with resources 
to help. The CET Division provides workplace safety and health training and consultations to 
employers and employees throughout Michigan, free of charge. Contact CET today at 800-866-
4674 or request CET services online. 
 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/leo_miosha_alcotec_miwish_667269_7.pptx
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/prevention/outreach/fpw.html
http://www.michigan.gov/cetrca


 

AGENCY INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED 
Aug. 28, 2019 – Complaint Processing 
Aug. 28, 2019 – Reporting of Known or Suspected Occupational Diseases 
 

LATEST NEWS 

Sept. 6, 2019 – First-ever Lansing company to be awarded MIOSHA’s highest recognition for 
workplace safety and health 
Sept. 24, 2019 – MIOSHA offers $250,000 in grants to keep workers safe 
 

VARIANCES 

Variances from MIOSHA standards must be made available to the public in accordance with  
Part 12, Variances (R408.22201 to 408.22251). MIOSHA variances are published online at 
www.michigan.gov/mioshavariances 
 

QUICK LINKS 
Agency/Division Instructions/Memorandums 
Air Contaminants Initiative 
Asbestos Program 
CET Request for Consultative Assistance Services (RCA) 
CET Training Calendar 
Construction Safety and Health Division (CSHD) 
DVD/Video Library Service  
Employee Safety, Health, and Discrimination Complaint Forms 
Fall Prevention Campaign (STOP FALLS. SAVE LIVES.) 
General Industry Safety and Health Division (GISHD) 
Hazard Communication/GHS 
Laboratory and Equipment Services 
Michigan Alliances 
Michigan Safety and Health Achievement Recognition Program (MSHARP) 
Michigan Voluntary Protection Program (MVPP) 
MIOSHA FOIA Request 
MIOSHA News 
MIOSHA Publications 
MIOSHA Recordkeeping 
MIOSHA Standards 
MIOSHA Training Institute (MTI) 
MIOSHA Updates 
MIOSHA Variances 
Radiation Safety Section 
Residential Construction 
Strategic Plan and Initiatives 
Take A Stand Day 
Telephone, Mailing and Email Addresses 
 
Visit our website to subscribe or unsubscribe from our MIOSHA Email Subscriptions. 
For more frequent updates on MIOSHA activities, visit www.michigan.gov/MIOSHA.   

Like us on  Facebook, follow us on  Twitter, and subscribe to our  YouTube channel.  
 
                                                     

 

 

 

LEO is an equal opportunity employer. 

https://adms.apps.lara.state.mi.us/File/ViewDmsDocument/13319
https://adms.apps.lara.state.mi.us/File/ViewDmsDocument/13318
https://www.michigan.gov/leo/0,5863,7-336-76741-506806--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/leo/0,5863,7-336-76741-506806--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/leo/0,5863,7-336-76741-508217--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshavariances
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshapolicies
http://www.michigan.gov/aircontam
http://www.michigan.gov/asbestos
http://www.michigan.gov/cetrca
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshatraining
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshaconstruction
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshavideos
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshacomplaint
http://www.michigan.gov/stopfalls
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshageneralindustry
http://www.michigan.gov/ghs
http://www.michigan.gov/less
http://www.michigan.gov/alliance
http://www.michigan.gov/msharp
http://www.michigan.gov/mvpp
https://www.michigan.gov/leo/0,5863,7-336--357931--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshanews
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshapublications
http://www.michigan.gov/recordkeeping
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshastandards
http://www.michigan.gov/mti
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshaupdates
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshavariances
http://www.michigan.gov/rss
http://www.michigan.gov/miosharesidential
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshastrategicplan
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshatasd
http://www.michigan.gov/contactmiosha
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MILARA/subscriber/new
http://www.michigan.gov/miosha
http://www.facebook.com/MichiganOSHA
http://www.twitter.com/MI_OSHA
https://www.youtube.com/c/MIOSHA_MI

