	Subject:   Part 690 Silica in Construction    


	Topic:  Silica exposure of those not engaged in the task


	Question:  Are employees required to be protected from silica exposure when working an area where silica containing dust is being created by employees of another contractor?


	Answer: The MIOSHA Part 690 Silica in Construction standard applies to all occupational exposures to respirable crystalline silica in construction work, except where employee exposure will remain below 25 micrograms per cubic meter of air (25 μg/m3) as an 8-hour time-weighted average (TWA) under any foreseeable conditions.
Employers with employees engaged in a task where silica containing dust is present must perform an assessment to determine if their employees are exposed at or above 25 μg/m3 as an 8-hour time-weighted average. 
In lieu of performing an assessment, employers performing specific tasks listed in Table 1 of the MIOSHA Part 690 Silica in Construction standard, must do so in accordance with the requirements described within the Table without deviation. This only applies to specific tasks and specific controls dictated by Table 1.  Tasks not listed in Table 1 must be assessed to determine if employees are exposed at or above 25 μg/m3 as an 8-hour time-weighted average.
Employers with employees engaged in a task where silica containing dust at or above 25 μg/m3 as an 8-hour time-weighted average and those following Table 1 must establish a written exposure control plan that addresses controlling employee exposure and procedures for restricting access to areas to work areas, when necessary, to those not engaged in the task.
Refer to the excerpts from Part 690 and the OSHA Small Entity Compliance Guide – Construction listed below for additional information.



	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule: 



	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  Part 690 Silica in Construction [excerpts below]
1926.1153(g) WRITTEN EXPOSURE CONTROL PLAN 
1926.1153(g)(1) `The employer shall establish and implement a written exposure control plan that contains at least the following elements:…
…1926.1153(g)(1)(iv) A description of the procedures used to restrict access to work areas, when necessary, to minimize the number of employees exposed to respirable crystalline silica and their level of exposure, including exposures generated by other employers or sole proprietors.



	Additional Resources:  
OSHA Small Entity Compliance Guide - Construction [Excerpt below]

Employees engaged in the Table 1 task means the equipment operator; helpers, laborers and other employees who are assisting with the task; or any other employee responsible for completing the task. For example, an employee operating a walk-behind saw and another employee helping the operator guide the saw are both engaged in the task. An employee operating a jackhammer would be engaged in the task, but another employee directing traffic near the employee jackhammering would not be engaged in the task. When Table 1 requires respiratory protection, employers must provide respirators to all employees engaged in the task. Employers must describe procedures for restricting access of employees not engaged in the task as part of its Written Exposure Control Plan.

For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at 517-284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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