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Question of the month

Share your best tip for a successful partnership.

Send your answers to Jeanine Yard at yardj@michigan.gov

 yardj@michigan.gov
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A Brain-based Learning Strategy that Works: �10 Ways to Improve Reading, Writing, and Just about Anything Else�(for kids and for you too)


by Dr. MaryJo Wagner





For those of us old enough to have grandkids, we were taught in one way. And certainly not in a way that took into account what�we know today about brain-based learning or using the whole brain.��Teachers emphasized rote memorization and copying. Later listening to lectures and taking notes. Some of us did pretty�well with that method. Especially those of us who are left-brain dominant. We even went on to college.��Others, often very smart children, didn’t do so well. Their brains simply worked in a different way. Maybe they were right-�brain dominant. Maybe they learned more efficiently using kinesthetic skills.��Researchers have recently discovered that whole-brain learning or brain-based learning is not only a more efficient way of learning�but helps more kids learn. To explore how service-learning can be a complimentary strategy visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.brain-based-learning.com/articlemidlinecross.htm" ��http://www.brain-based-learning.com/articlemidlinecross.htm� for more information.














Brain Research And Service Learning





This is an amazing time of new discoveries about the workings of the human brain.  One of the most fascinating aspects of the brain is its capacity to learn and store knowledge. As practitioners, we are always alert to new ways to engage learners—innovative ideas for sparking the human imagination and engaging students in learning.  Research on instructional strategies tells us that having a wide repertoire of strategies provides students with the best chance to learn.  All learners are different, but we know that the brain is especially attuned to new stimuli and continues to grow and change throughout life from external stimuli and experiences (Gregory and Chapman 2002).  





Service learning as a teaching strategy incorporates many of the aspects that “grab” the attention of the brain, and encourage learning.  The cooperative learning aspects of service-learning projects help students to gain social skills, use higher-order thinking, and rehearse and practice new concepts and ideas.  When service learning is done well, students prepare for their experiences outside the classroom, they then practice their new skills in a new environment, and reflect on their experiences before, during, and after the project.  The brain thrives on new experiences; visual, auditory, and tactile.  Research also shows that cooperative group learning helps students develop their emotional intelligence in the five domains, as well as learn content and competencies (Goleman, 1995).  One of the most effective aspects of service learning is the emotional connection that so many students report.  Strong emotional connection helps to imprint learning in the brain (LeDoux, 1996).  





A review of recent brain research supports the effectiveness of providing students with opportunities to use multiple intelligences and for stimulating visual, auditory, tactile, and kinesthetic learners (Jensen, 2003; Gregory and Chapman, 2002). Service learning capitalizes on the complexity of the learning experience, the novel environments and new relationships to provide an opportunity for profound student learning. 
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Special Research Topics: Brain Research and Learning


Useful publications 


Hansen, L. & Monk, M. (2002). "� HYPERLINK "http://www.acer.edu.au/research/special_topics/brain_research/document.html" �Brain development structuring of learning and science education: Where are we now? A review of some recent research�", International Journal of Science Education, Vol. 24, No 4, pp. 343-56.


Includes insights from non-invasive brain imaging techniques and possible applications for improving teaching and learning.





Masters, G.N. (2003).  Brain research and classroom teaching.  � HYPERLINK "https://www.det.nsw.edu.au/inform/yr2003/feb/brain.htm" �Inform Articles.� Sydney: NSW Department of Education and Training. 


"New developments in brain research have implications for teaching and lifelong learning", says Geoff Masters. 


Ruenzel, David.  A report on Ron Brandt's presentation � HYPERLINK "http://www.brainconnection.com/topics/?main=fa/research" �"Brain Research and Effective Teaching"� given at the Brain Connection to Education, Spring Conference 2000.











Implications for Multiple Intelligences Service-Learning


How can project developers use multiple intelligences service learning to help students strengthen their brains? In brief, they can systematically design projects in which students use multiple intelligences to accomplish their academic and service objectives. For example eighth-graders in a social studies class decide to use their study of urban renewal to encourage community-building in their town. They, their teacher, and a representative of the town


council create the following project and activities: 


Goal: Explore urban renewal in terms of key stakeholders and their community-building interests.


Project: Create a mural that conceptualizes urban renewal as community-building and helps beautify a blighted area.


Available from the NYLC Resource Center at www.nylc.org.


Excerpted from The Generator, Summer 2005.


Copyright © 2005 National Youth Leadership Council. All Rights Reserved.














To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.2553, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913








 Professional Development Opportunities


Michigan Regional Trainings - A New Lens for Looking at the World:


A Fresh Approach to Service-Learning


April 13 - Washtenaw ISD, Ann Arbor, MI


April 24 - Kent ISD, Grand Rapids, MI


April 27- Marquette Alger RESA, Marquette, MI


April 30 - Traverse Bay Area ISD, Traverse City, MI





The Fourth Annual Urban Service-Learning Institute 


August 2-3, 2007 


Wayne State University, Detroit 





For more information on these opportunities, contact Tara Gilman at gilmant@michigan.gov 
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