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Welcome to the Pesticide and Plant Pest Management Division (PPPM).  We are a division within 

MDARD with a broad and diverse range of responsibilities for protecting human and animal 
health, the environment, and domestic plant industries; and facilitating international and 
interstate trade of plant-based commodities.  PPPM accomplishes this by regulating the 

production, distribution, and use of pesticides, animal feed and fertilizer products; by surveying 
for and responding to detection of invasive species; by inspecting nursery stock and Christmas 

trees; and by certifying plants, plant products, fruits and vegetables meet grade or 
phytosanitary requirements of receiving businesses, states, and countries.  PPPM’s diverse 
activities are divided into three programmatic sections: 

 
Our Pesticide Section is responsible for protecting human health and the environment from 

unnecessary risks associated with improper pesticide use.  Program responsibilities include the 
certification and licensing of pesticide applicators and firms, registration of pesticide products, 
monitoring pesticide manufacturing establishments, regulating the sales and distribution of 

restricted use pesticide products, investigating pesticide use practices and misuse complaints, 
and enforcement of federal worker protection standards.  Additional activities include insect, 

rodent, and arbovirus management. 
 

Our Plant Industry Section is responsible for assuring plant material as well as fruits and 
vegetables meet specific standards and are free of harmful insects and diseases.  Program 
responsibilities include certifying nursery stock and Christmas trees; inspecting commodities 

such as dry beans, lumber, fresh produce, nursery stock, and flowers for foreign export; and 
inspecting and grading fresh fruits and vegetables.  Additional responsibilities include 

enforcement of various state and federal quarantine programs and exotic pest survey and 
response.   
 

Lastly, our Agricultural Products/Producer Security Section is responsible for enforcement 
of producer and consumer protection laws related to the storage and handling of grain products 

including the manufacture and distribution of commercial animal feeds, fertilizers, and liming 
materials.  Program responsibilities include licensing and auditing of grain storage facilities; 
inspection and sampling of animal feeds, remedies, fertilizers, and liming materials for quality 

assurance and food safety; and inspecting bulk agrichemical storage facilities. 
 

This report summarizes the many activities and accomplishments of the PPPM division for fiscal 
year (FY) 2015.  As in previous years, staff worked closely with consumer and commodity 
groups, industry, and state and federal partners to provide exceptional, high quality service to 

our stakeholders and the citizens of the state.  I am extremely proud of the work performed by 
division staff each and every day and happy to share this report with you. 
 

 

The mission of the Pesticide and Plant Pest Management Division is to: 

Protect human health and the environment, while fostering 
a diverse, viable Michigan agriculture.  
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Complaint Closure 

Complaints closed
within 90 days - 169

Complaints not closed
within 90 days - 82
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Did You Know? 

 A pesticide is any 

substance or 

mixture of 

substances intended 

to prevent, destroy, 

repel, or mitigate 

any pest.  

 

 Herbicides, 

fungicides and 

insecticides are all 

different types of 

pesticides. 
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