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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

PUBLIC INPUT MEETING REPORT 
 
 

GENERALLY ACCEPTED AGRICULTURAL AND MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

Public Input Meeting Held on October 1, 2020 

 
Pursuant to the Michigan Right to Farm Act, (Act 93 of 1981, MCL 286.471 et seq.), the 
Michigan Commission of Agriculture and Rural Development may define Generally 
Accepted Agricultural and Management Practices (GAAMPs) developed with assistance 
by the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development and with written 
recommendations from Michigan State University’s College of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources, Extension Service, and AgBioResearch, as well as the United States 
Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service and Farm Service 
Agency; the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and other professional and 
industry organizations.  In addition to public comment at Commission meetings, the 
Commission asked the Department to hold a public meeting to provide an opportunity 
for the public to comment on proposed changes to the GAAMPs.  This meeting 
occurred on October 1, 2020. Due to COVID-19, the public input meeting was 
conducted virtually through Microsoft Teams to protect the health of the public and staff.  
 
Present from the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development: Michael 
Wozniak, Olivia Turrubiates, Meredith Smith, Jay Korson, and Brad Deacon as hearings 
officer.  Commissioner Dru Montri also attended. 
 
Information about this meeting was released to the public and media on September 8, 
2020.  Media organizations as well as food, farm, environmental, conservation, 
legislative, and other organizations and individuals were notified.  Copies of proposed 
changes to the GAAMPs were also posted on the Michigan Department of Agriculture 
and Rural Development website. 
 
All GAAMPs are developed and reviewed by multi-agency Task Force Committees 
which are chaired by Michigan State University faculty.  GAAMPs are then presented to 
the Michigan Commission of Agriculture and Rural Development for consideration and 
adoption under the authority of the Michigan Right to Farm Act.  Since their initial 
adoption, each set of GAAMPs has undergone annual review by the respective Task 
Force committees, which include scientists and others with expertise, education, and 
knowledge in the field.  The Chair of each Task Force gathers comments from 
committee members and interested stakeholders and then makes recommendations for 
revisions of the GAAMPs to the Michigan Commission of Agriculture and Rural 
Development.  The Commission ultimately has the authority to approve, amend, or 
reject those recommendations. 
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This meeting was held to receive public comment on the 2021 proposed drafts of the 
Generally Accepted Agricultural and Management Practices for: 

• Manure Management and Utilization 

• Care of Farm Animals 

• Site Selection and Odor Control for New and Expanding Livestock Facilities 

• Farm Markets 

 
The GAAMPs regarding the Nutrient Utilization, Cranberry Production, Irrigation Water 
Use, and Pesticide Utilization and Pest Control have no proposed changes for 2021.  
However, comments were welcome on any provisions of any of the GAAMPs.   
 
The deadline to receive written comments was 5 p.m., October 7, 2020.   
 
The following members of the public attended the public input meeting: 

• Melanie Rossman 
 
Ms. Rossman shared her frustration with manure application in her area.  She 
requested that the GAAMPs require injection and immediate incorporation of liquid 
manure.  
 
The public input meeting began at 9:02 a.m., and concluded at 9:41 a.m.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

       Bradley N. Deacon 

       Bradley N. Deacon 
       Hearings Officer 
       October 20, 2020 
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