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After 9/11 Immigration Service, 
Customs and USDA International 
APHIS / PPQ were merged into a 
unified border Port of Entry 
Agency under Homeland Security 



Protecting American Agriculture  
while Facilitating Legitimate Trade 
and Travel 



Roles 
 Bio-Terrorism 
 Animal Health 
 Plant Health 
 Facilitate Legitimate Trade and Travel 



Emerging Issues 2014 Include 
 Cargo: Non-compliant and infested wood 
 Baggage: Undeclared and un-documented biological 

samples and products and “transit to Canada” issues. 



Cargo 
 Non-compliant wood: that is wood without IPPC 

markings 
 Untreated wood: Wood with or without IPPC 

markings that contains live insects 



IPPC Seal 1 



IPPC Seal #2 



Cerambicidae, Scolytidae 
Bostrichidae, Anobiidae 



Cerambicidae Damage 



Asian Long-horned beetle Larva 



Asian Long-horned beetle adult 



Emerald Ash Borer Damage 



Emerald Ash Borer larvae 



Emerald Ash Borer Adult 
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=im
ages&cd=&docid=aHNpdzos8PfK3M&tbnid
=7hXTykj3zxy7NM:&ved=0CAUQjBw4Gw&
url=http%3A%2F%2Fforestkeepersofcapeco
d.com%2Fwp-
content%2Fuploads%2F2012%2F12%2FEABa
dultsideview-
e1356643652204.jpg&ei=09UEU6-
9K8zNsQTKgYHwDQ&psig=AFQjCNF6wDI
n1c1HIFtg1sfZoZd57U2oIQ&ust=13929122118
02033 



Adult Long-horned Beetles 
 



Cerambycidae, Larvae 
 



Costs of Infested SWPM 
 50 million dead trees 
 Manipulation, fumigation or re-export of cargo 
 Delays in delivery 
 Fines and damages 



Solution to Infested SWPM 
 Adherence to IPPC rules 
 Replacement of SWPM with pallets made of metal, 

plastic, cardboard or wood composites 



Passenger Baggage Issues 
Declaring Biologicals 
Making Entry 



Declaring 
 For US Residents: all items in the passengers luggage 

which were not in the luggage when the passenger 
departed the US, MUST BE DECLARED! Failure to 
Declare can lead to seizure 

 For Visitors: all items in the luggage to be left in the 
US, transferred in the US or used in business while in 
the US must be declared 

 Regardless of travelers status: All food, all plants and 
animals as well as plant and animal products and all 
biologicals must be declared regardless of source, 
origin, or intended use. 



The Declaration 
 



The Declaration 



What are Biologicals? 
 Material for Clinical, Research or Production use 

including but not limited to: plant, animal or human 
specimens, tissues or products, any pathogens, toxins, 
live organisms, diagnostic specimens or products, any 
pathogenic or non-pathogenic microorganism, any 
viruses, serums or designated select agents, any 
vaccines, cells, genetically modified cells or products 
there from. THIS INCLUDES ALL BIOLOGICAL 
PRODUCTS! 



Permits and Paperwork 
 Permits Issued by USDA, or other US Govt. Agency 
 Letter of No Jurisdiction (LNJ) issued by USDA or 

other US Govt. Agency to indicate that they have been 
informed as to the nature of the material and or its use 
and that there is no regulatory oversight or that a 
permit is not required 

 Formal written description of the item, to whom it is 
being taken and its intended use  

 A document linking the passenger to the product, 
permit or LNJ and the end user 



In-transit or Making Entry 
 Passengers driving to Windsor Ont., or flying to 

Atlanta to transfer to a flight for Argentina are not  
      “In-transit”, they are Making Entry to the US and 
        subject to all rules and regulations 
   This means they must declare like any other person 
      entering the US 
      



What do we see? 
 



What do we see? 
 Micro centrifuge tubes with ? 



What do we see? 
 Agar Slants 



What is the Solution? 
 Understanding what must be declared 
 Documenting and permitting, if necessary, all 

biologicals 
 Declaring ALL biologicals 
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