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Act No. 247 Public Acts of 2008, Approved by the Governor* July 17, 2008, Filed with the 
Secretary of State July 18, 2008, EFFECTIVE DATE: July 18, 2008. 
 
AN ACT to make appropriations … 
 
Sec. 457. On or before October 15, 2008, and on a quarterly basis thereafter, the department 
shall report to the senate and house agriculture committees, the senate and house 
appropriations subcommittees on agriculture, and the senate and house fiscal agencies on the 
department’s progress toward meeting the USDA requirements as outlined in the March 2007 
bovine TB program review. The report shall include, but is not limited to, information and data 
on: wildlife risk mitigation plan implementation in the modified accredited zone; implementation 
of a movement certificate process; progress toward annual surveillance test requirements set 
out in the June 2007 MOU; compliance efforts and rates for animals crossing the Mackinac 
Bridge; efforts to work with slaughter facilities in Michigan, as well as those that slaughter a 
significant number of animals from Michigan; educational programs and information for 
Michigan’s livestock community; any other item the legislature should be aware of that will 
promote or hinder efforts to achieve bovine TB-free status for Michigan. 
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A. MDARD Bovine Tuberculosis Eradication Program Ac tivities 
 

Why We Do What We Do 
Michigan’s citizens are protected from exposure to bovine tuberculosis (TB) organism as a 
result of the Bovine TB Eradication Program.  The Michigan Bovine TB Program was 
established under Public Act 466, of 1988, as amended, the Animal Industry Act, and is 
required under Federal Law in order for Michigan producers to participate in interstate 
commerce of animals (9CFR Part 77) and to maintain a state status (9CFR Part 92). 
Bovine TB has economic and human health implications and the program is of high visibility 
and interest to farmers, producer groups, hunters, and the federal government.  The disease 
is of high interest at the national level and other states would close their markets to Michigan 
cattle, meat, and milk products if the program were reduced or eliminated.  14,000 cattle 
producers in Michigan maintain over 1.1 million cattle each year.  The Michigan program 
prevents farm to farm transmission of bovine TB and provides access to national and 
international markets.  The 2,200 dairy producers not located within the modified accredited 
zone may sell Grade A milk without having to annually TB test their herds. 
 
Risk Assessment/MOU-Split State Status Discussions 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS) Veterinary Services (VS), also known as USDA-VS, commissioned the USDA 
Centers for Epidemiology and Animal Health (CEAH) to do a risk assessment of the eleven 
counties that make up Michigan’s Modified Accredited Zone (MAZ) and Modified Accredited 
Advanced Zone (MAAZ).  On August 28, 2013, USDA-VS and MDARD received a draft 
report of this Risk Assessment related to Michigan’s proposal for expanding the TB Free 
area of the State.  MDARD TB Program staff discussed the results of the assessment with 
CEAH and USDA-VS on November 19 and 26 and provided extensive comments on the 
methodology used by CEAH.  USDA-VS National and Regional Program staff said they are 
now open to continuing the discussion with MDARD and the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources (MDNR) regarding updating Michigan’s MDARD USDA MDNR 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and Michigan’s request to move seven Modified 
Accredited Advanced (MAA) counties to TB Free status.  The discussions relating to 
Michigan’s MOU and Split State Status will resume in January 2014. 
 
Circle Testing in Saginaw-Gratiot-Midland-Arenac Ci rcles 
As a result of discovering TB infected farms in Saginaw, Gratiot, and Midland Counties, 
three overlapping special surveillance zones, each with a ten-mile radius around the 
infected farm, have been established.  All testing in the these three circles has been 
completed: 

• Saginaw Circle – 37 herds with 876 cattle tested 
• Gratiot Circle – 49 herds with 4,417 cattle tested 
• Midland Circle – 16 herds with 5,513 cattle tested 

Currently, all circle tested herds have been negative for TB. 

Additionally a three-mile circle has been established around the TB infected herd in Arenac 
that must be completed by March 26, 2014.  That testing has recently begun. 
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Compliance Issues 
MDARD’s Saginaw County bovine TB investigation led to three compliance hearings with 
two livestock dealers and the original Saginaw County farm with the TB positive herd.   
Cattle were leaving the index herd’s premises without electronic identification and in one 
case the dealer did not maintain the required records.  All three parties were fined and the 
dealer who had not maintained records had his license suspended for over two years.   
The current Zoning Order, authorized by the Animal Industry Act Public Act 466 of 1988, as 
amended, clearly requires all cattle leaving a farm’s premises have RFID prior to leaving the 
farm. 

 
 
B. MDARD Bovine Tuberculosis Surveillance  

For calendar year 2013, there have been 388 whole herd tests in the Modified Accredited 
Zone and 339 whole herd tests within the Modified Accredited Advanced Zone.  Currently 
for calendar year 2013, surveillance testing has led to the identification of one TB infected 
herd in the MAZ. 

Through slaughter-based surveillance, an infected dairy herd was found in the TB Free zone 
(Saginaw County).  This discovery lead to three additional premises where TB infected 
animals were found as a result of trace testing.  In total, 225 farms did trace testing relating 
these infected farms. 

 
 
C. Bovine Tuberculosis Affected Herds 

Update on Infected Herd #55 – Alpena County 
This is a dairy herd located in Alpena County found to be infected with bovine tuberculosis in 
November 2012.  This herd has been under quarantine while following a test-and-removal 
process.  All testing was completed October 4, 2013, with no further TB positive animals 
discovered.  The Herd Plan for this herd was signed October 21, 2013, and the quarantine 
on this farm was released the same day. 

 
Update on Infected Herd #56 – Saginaw County 
This large dairy herd in Saginaw County was designated as TB infected on March 25, 2013.  
USDA-VS agreed to depopulate this farm and the process of depopulation was completed 
August 8, 2013.  The premises has been cleaned and disinfected.  The Herd Plan was 
signed January 2, 2014, and the quarantine will be released as soon as the copies of all 
documents relating to the cleaning and disinfection and the Herd Plan are received in 
Lansing. 

There are 202 trace work orders that have been generated from the Herd #56 infection to 
date, with 199 of these work orders completed.  Three exposed traces were found infected 
with bovine TB (herds #58, #58A and #59).  Three primary source traces have tested 
negative for bovine TB. 

 
Update on Infected Herd #57 – Alcona County 
This small beef herd in Alcona County was determined to be infected on April 3, 2013, as a 
result of routine surveillance testing.  This herd had been previously infected in 2000 and 
was not participating in the Wildlife Risk Mitigation Project.  The farm was depopulated on 
May 8, 2013.  The quarantine on this farm will remain in place until a herd plan is agreed. 

Trace investigations associated with this herd have found no evidence of transmission of TB 
to any other herds. 
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Update on Infected Herd #58 
The owner of this small dairy beef farm had acquired raw milk from the Saginaw County 
farm which was fed to various calves.  A test of these calves indicated the potential 
presence of infection and the animals were sent to the laboratory at the Michigan State 
University Diagnostic Center for Population and Animal Health (DCPAH).  Some of the 
calves were found to be infected with bovine TB.  The herd was designated as affected May 
1, 2013.  This farm was depopulated on June 19, 2013.  Cleaning and disinfection must be 
completed prior to a release of quarantine. 
 

To date, there are 135 trace work orders that have been generated from the Herd #58 
infection, with 133 of these work orders having been completed.  One TB infected animal in 
a feedlot in Arenac County has been identified as result of the trace investigations relating to 
Herd #58 (see below). 
 
Update on Infected Herd #58A 
On September 5, 2013, one TB infected animal was identified in a feedlot in Arenac County.  
This animal was identified as originating from Herd #58 during a trace investigation and 
whole herd TB test conducted July 26, 2013.  The animal was ordered destroyed and 
submitted to DCPAH and confirmed as infected with bovine tuberculosis by the National 
Veterinary Services Laboratory.  No other animals were identified as TB infected on the 
whole herd test.  The feedlot owner is currently under investigation for quarantine violations. 
As a result of this finding, a new special surveillance zone was established in Arenac County 
on September 16, 2013.  Due to the fact that the origin of the TB infection was a recent 
movement of an animal from a known TB infected herd, USDA and MDARD agreed that a 
three-mile radius circle area would be appropriate for testing of surrounding cattle herds.  
Approximately 14 cattle herd producers are implicated for testing in this surveillance area 
before March 16, 2014.  The testing of these herds is underway. 
 
Update on Infected Herd #59 
This is a small freezer beef herd in Midland County that had several exposed animals from the 
TB infected herd in Saginaw County.  The exposed cattle were taken to DCPAH and one was 
found to be infected with bovine TB.  The herd was designated as affected with bovine TB on 
May 1, 2013.  On June 7, the remaining cattle in Herd #59 were removed.  No further lesions 
were found in any of the animals removed.  A Herd Plan for the herd has been signed, but 
there is additional cleaning that must be completed before the quarantine may be removed. 

 
D. Wildlife Risk Mitigation Project 

The Wildlife Risk Mitigation Project began in 2008 with a goal to enroll 950 commercial farms.  
MDARD asked that these farmers adopt biosecurity practices that reduce the risk of cattle 
coming into direct, or indirect, contact with bovine tuberculosis infected free-ranging white-
tailed deer. 
 
Farmers in Northern Lower Michigan, whose cattle have been identified as at risk for bovine 
TB transmission from wildlife, are using the following steps to prevent disease transmission 
and to market their cattle:  

• Fence in feed – and keep the fences closed 
• Store feed in buildings 
• Feed cattle away from deer cover 
• Feed cattle daily 
• Provide water to cattle where it cannot be contaminated by deer 
• Use disease control permits from DNR to keep deer numbers down on cattle farms 
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Since 2008, there have been 1,027 commercial and freezer beef herds which have enrolled 
in the project.  Currently, 999 (97%) of these farms’ wildlife risk mitigation action plans have 
been verified. 

 
 

E. Communications/Outreach 
 

Meeting: 
An informational meeting for beef and dairy cattle producers in Arenac County was held on 
September 26, 2013, at the Standish Township Hall in Standish. 
 
News Releases: 
September 16, 2013: TB Positive Feeder Heifer Traced from Saginaw to Arenac County, State 
Veterinarian: Limited surveillance testing will be necessary 
 
In the News:  
Bovine TB  questions answered at informational meeting The Arenac County Independent  
Bovine TB  questions answered at informational meeting. Several area farmers ... Rick Smith, of 
the MDA, describes the history of TB in Michigan . Photo. 1. 2. 
 
Case of Bovine TB  Linked to Northeast Nebraska Herd - AgWeb  
Michigan  Confirms Bovine TB  in Dairy Herd · Suspected Case of Bovine TB  Discovered in 
Washington State Dairy Cow · Another Bovine TB  Case Confirmed in... 
 
 
Late Winter Advertising (RFID): 
Farm & Ranch Connection 
Michigan Farm Bureau 
Michigan Cattleman's Association 
Michigan Milk Producers & Farmer's Advance 
Farmer's Advance 
Drovers Cattle Network  
Michigan Farm News 
 
 
 


