
 

 

MICHIGAN AGRICULTURE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSURANCE PROGRAM  
ADVISORY COUNCIL (AC) 

SEPTEMBER 9, 2013 
1:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Shiawassee County Fairgrounds 
2900 E. Hibbard Road 

Corunna, MI 48817 
 

ATTENDEES 
Tom Coon (Co-Chair), Scott Piggott (Co-Chair), Ken Blight, Brian Geerlings, Dean 
Letter, Allen Krizek, Michelle Napier-Dunnings, Jim Johnson, Paul Zugger, Jeffrey 
Zimmer, Melissa Higbee 
 
RESOURCE 
Jan Wilford, Joe Kelpinski, Heather Casteel (Scribe) and Emily Ries 
 
GUESTS 
Tom Braid, Board of Directors Chair, Shiawassee County Conservation District; Tom 
Wert, Agricultural Technician, Jay Korson, Agricultural Technician, Laura Moser, MI Milk 
Producers, Larry Lee, Shiawassee County MAEAP Verified Farm 

WELCOME TO SHIAWASSEE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 
 Scott Piggott began the meeting at 1:35 p.m., following several tours of Shiawassee 

County MAEAP verified farms. 
o Larry Lee Farms has been verified in all three systems and was the #1000th 

MAEAP verification in Laingsburg, Michigan. 
o Kenneth Kirkman Farms has been MAEAP verified in Cropping and 

Farmstead in Corunna, Michigan. 
 Introductions were made around the table. 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING NOTES FROM JULY 22, 2013 
 Scott Piggott asked if there were any corrections to the past meeting notes. No 

changes were suggested.  
 

MOTION: MICHELLE NAPIER-DUNNINGS MOVED TO ACCEPT THE 
MEETING MINUTES FROM JULY 22, 2013. SECONDED BY BRIAN 
GEERLINGS. MOTION CARRIED. 
 

AROUND THE HORN 
 Scott Piggott thanked Larry Lee and the Shiawassee Conservation District staff for 

the tours this morning, breakfast, lunch and for hosting this AC meeting. 
 Jan Wilford added that we had three national people inquire about our program.  

o Bill Berry, Communication Specialist from the National Association of 
Conservation Districts (NACD) inquired about the MAEAP structure and 
program elements to assist Indiana in developing a similar program. 

o Laura Wood Peterson, Director of Government Affairs, NACD, requested a 
tour of a MAEAP verified farm during her stay in Michigan.  
 This tour was planned for September 11, following interactions with the 

MACD State Council. 



 

 

o Mike Brown, Executive Director, National Association of State Conservation 
Associations (NASCA), for assistance with a matrix for State certainty 
programs. 

 Paul Zugger, described the MUCC resolution passed at this year’s convention, 
which has to do with Lake Erie phosphorus issues. 

o The resolution points to the fact that agriculture sources are a large part of the 
phosphorus loadings to the Lake Erie basin, and calls for groups to work 
together to find ways to reduce the phosphorus in the Lake Erie basin. 

o Paul reviewed the resolution highlights. 
o Paul would like to work with the AC and staff to assure that the MAEAP 

program plays a significant role in reducing the agriculture phosphorus 
loadings to Michigan waters. 

 Jim Johnson added that the resolution on the Lake Erie basin excludes winter 
applications, and that total restriction is not a part of Right to Farm or MAEAP 
Standards. 

 Emily Ries reported that the Lenawee Conservation District took interested 
individuals out to Put-In-Bay, Ohio. Emily would like to see more farmers participate 
and have the opportunity to talk one on one with the scientists present.  

 Tom Coon reported that there have been three Breakfast on the Farm events since 
the last AC meeting with an estimated 2500 to 3500 attendees at each event. 

 Laura Moser brought along “Pure Michigan Agriculture” logo stickers to hand out.  
 Ken Blight reported that he went on a Michigan Farm Bureau tour in Bay County, 

where depending on the topography, acceptable set-backs could be a distance of 10 
feet.  
 

STANDARDS CHANGES 
 Jim Johnson reported that he and Jan Wilford spent some time up in the Upper 

Peninsula taking about MAEAP and Forestry. They visited Commissioner Hanson at 
her farm, and met with the Ag Commission with an overview of the Standards 
changes. The plan now is to meet with the Commission next week, Wednesday the 
18th of September, to vote on the new Standards changes for 2014. 

 
MAEAP LOGO USE UPDATE 
 Heather Throne was not present to provide an update. 
 
FORESTRY RELATED CHANGES  
 Jim Johnson reported that MDARD staff is still meeting with contacts in the industry 

to get names for consideration by the Director.  
 Staff is identifying participants that have a connection to the lumber industry and 

also the Ag industry in order to bring more information into the discussions. 
 Tom Coon asked if Jim thought that the Forestry Standards would be completed by 

June of next year.  
o Jim confirmed the timeline. 
o Jan Wilford read through the Forestry Bill that states the Standards are to be 

in place by June of 2014. 
 
WATER QUALITY MONITORING REPORT 
 Paul Zugger reported that Lauri Elbing will be presenting her report to the AC at 

November’s meeting. 



 

 

 Paul explained the process how the report had evolved, and suggested that the 
executive summary would be a good basis for initially understanding this report. 

 
MAX BENNE RESIGNATION 
 Jim Johnson reported that he had received an email from Max that included a letter 

of resignation. Max will be missed by all. 
 Certain positions appointed to the AC are required to remain indefinitely on the 

committee and other positions are three year appointments.  
 The three year terms will expire in the spring of 2014.  
 MDARD staff will write a letter to Max thanking him for his service to this committee, 

to be signed by the Director. 
 Discussion followed regarding waiting until spring to replace members all across the 

board, or allowing individuals to come on board mid-term. 
 
**ACTION ITEM** MDARD to bring a spreadsheet of who was appointed and their term 
of service. 
 
**ACTION ITEM** MAEAP AC to bring suggested names of replacements for Max 
Benne, or other positions, well in advance of spring. 
 
ANNUAL REPORT REQUIREMENT 
 Jan Wilford read from the MAEAP legislation: Annual report requires three areas 

outlined with activities, accomplishments, and emerging issues to the Director.  
o A three year report with comprehensive information is also required. 
o AC members encouraged Jan for a creative way to present this report – 

perhaps YouTube. 
 
VERIFICATION NUMBERS AND FISCAL YEAR END PROJECTION 
 Jan Wilford reported 700 verifications are on the dashboard. The anticipated number 

provided by the districts last fall was 850 verifications, however it is very hard to 
predict those numbers. Current projections are 500/525. 

 
MOVING FORWARD 
 Scott Piggott asked the attending technicians if there were any items they need to 

make their respective goals, or is there something stopping farmers from moving 
forward.  

o Tom Wert answered that producers need to first decide if they want to be 
involved with the program. Once decided this could be an opportunity for 
having MAEAP verified farmers speak to their peers and encourage other 
farmers to be involved. 

 Scott also asked if there were anything the AC could do to provide assistance. 
o Tom Wert answered that help with fuel storage pads could be a beneficial 

assistance with that particular roadblock.  
 Discussion over verifications in relation to acres of farmland with good conservation 

practices. 
 Risk reductions and Farm*A*Systs are reported monthly by county technicians.  
 Scott suggested that we pick up on this conversation at the next meeting. 

o This topic will be on the agenda for next November’s AC meeting to address 
this conversation, along with the Water Quality Monitoring Report. 

 



 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 Tom Wert suggested that AC members take a walk around the fairgrounds and 

check out the new additions. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:01 p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
Host: Emily Ries, Michigan Farm Bureau 
Location: Steve Tennes, Country Mill Orchard, 4648 Otto Road, Charlotte, MI 48813 
  (517) 543-1019 
Date: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 *Date change due to Veteran’s Day. 
1:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. - MAEAP AC Meeting 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Heather Casteel 


